


Dear Vikings Family and Community Members, 

As we reflect on 2025 and our enduring commitment to positively impact Minnesota 

communities, we are proud to continually grow youth football across the State. 

This year, we were grateful to see an incredible 51 high school girls flag teams take part in the 

inaugural girls flag football season, following a successful four-team pilot in 2024. The Vikings 

also recognized Mahtomedi’s Nick Sullivan as the first Girls Flag Coach of the Year, as well as 

honoring the first All-State Girls Flag Team. 

We sponsored seven NCAA institutions across the upper Midwest that participated in the 

inaugural Midwest Women’s Flag Football League. We hosted the championship tournament this 

past spring at Twin Cities Orthopedics Performance Center, where the University of Wisconsin–

Stout took home the title. 

The Vikings efforts to expand youth football expanded beyond Minnesota, across the United 

States, and once again reached across the pond. The Minnesota Vikings held youth football 

camps ahead of both of its International Series Games this fall, in Dublin and then in London. The 

Newcastle Vikings Flag League is now 10 teams strong. 

Our organization continues to support high school tackle football through the All-Star Game, 

Prep Spotlight games at TCO Performance Center, and Gatorade Prep Elite.  And, this year, we 

hosted a high school football officials clinic, as well. 

Looking with excitement toward 2026, we are honored to support the grassroots growth of 

football in the State and across the region, and we look forward to continuing to ensure that 

football is accessible to everyone. 

Please enjoy this youth football report, which further emphasizes the work the Vikings are doing 

and the impact we are having in Minnesota and the North. We appreciate your continued support 

of these efforts.

Zygi Wilf

Owner/Chairman

Mark Wilf
Owner/President

Sincerely,
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MISSION 
STATEMENT

KEY PILLARS

2025 GOALS

BY THE NUMBERS

vikings of tomorrow teaches football 
fundamentals, creates opportunities to 
play, and supports the growth of youth and 
high school football across the region.

follow us on instagram 
for the latest youth and 
high school football 
updates!

youth football
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y o u t h  a n d  h i g h  s c h o o l  f o o t b a l l

high school girls 
flag athletes in the 

minnesota high school 
girls flag league

1,700+
individuals impacted 

directly by youth 
& high school 

football events and 
experiences

14,000+

youth reached 
through free vikings 
of tomorrow youth 

football camps in the 
upper midwest

2,800+
provided to high 

school girls flag and 
college women’s flag 

programs

$650,000+

provided to schools in need 
of a new football field

$400,000
kids participated in a 

vikings flag league

5,000+

youth and high school 
football events 

60
countries

the united states, canada, 
united kingdom and ireland

4
programming was available 

high school football

girls flag/flag football

grow girls flag football participation

expand international flag development 
and youth engagement programs

positively impact the health of 
marginalized communities through 
dedicated youth football programming 
and education opportunities
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VIKINGS YOUTH 
FOOTBALL CAMPS
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p r e s e n t e d  b y

Boys and girls ages 6-14 were eligible to participate in 
football camps presented by Hy-Vee and hosted by the 
Vikings around the region during the summer of 2025. 

A total of 10 one-day sessions were held in Zimmerman, 
Virginia, Willmar, St. Paul, Frazee, La Crescent and Eagan, 
in addition to two out-of-state sessions held in Fargo, 
North Dakota and Cedar Falls, Iowa. 

The 10 total sessions impacted 2,806 kids who 
were taught techniques and skills by Vikings youth 
development coaches. 90% of attendees reported their 
knowledge of football fundamentals increased after 
participating in a summer youth camp. One of the goals 
of hosting camps throughout the Vikings four-state 
region is to reach kids that have not yet played football. 
18% of attendees reported having no prior experience, 
and 70% of attendees reported being more likely to 
seek a flag or tackle league after attending camp. 

In addition to the 10 Hy-Vee youth football camps, eight 
specialty youth football camps were administered. These 
included an All-Abilities Clinic, two Girls Flag Football 
Academies, three clinics in Winnipeg, Canada, and one 
clinic per international game in Dublin and London. 

The team hosted two Girls Flag Academies, open to girls 6-17 years 
of age interested in playing or expanding their skills. One was held 
in Fargo, North Dakota, while the other was held during a girls flag 
celebration day at training camp at TCO Performance Center in Eagan. 
The latter clinic featured USA Football National Team Athlete Maci 
Joncich, who spoke with the participants about the opportunities flag 
football has opened for her and answered questions from the crowd. 

“my son had so much fun today. he was 
worried going alone without friends, 
but the coaches and the kids in his 
group were very nice and welcoming. 
hope to make future events! he loved 
the camp so much he has begged us to 
take him to training camp and a game, 
which of course we will to support 
this great organization.”

TESTIMONIALS

GIRLS FLAG 
ACADEMIES

“what an amazing opportunity 
for the youth in minnesota. so 
proud of the vikings and the 
impact they make on communities 
outside the metro, as well.”



VIKINGS ROOKIES HELP 
HOST ALL-ABILITIES
FOOTBALL CLINIC
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by lindsey young

Max Brosmer didn’t stop grinning the 
entire evening. 
The rookie QB and former Golden Gopher 

spent over an hour on the field of TCO 

Stadium, a majority of that time dedicated 

to helping young people toss a football 

toward an inflatable target. 

“We’re making quarterbacks over here!” 

Brosmer exclaimed. “It’s been a lot of fun for 

me, and I think they’re having a blast, as well.” 

Brosmer and his fellow Vikings rookies — 

along with second-year tackle Walter Rouse 

— came together in September to host an 

annual All-Abilities Football Clinic with young 

people from Shriners Children’s and other area 

hospitals. Most of the youth participating 

are facing physical challenges, such as limb 

differences, prosthetic limbs or the need for 

crutches or a wheelchair. A few participants 

also experience cognitive challenges.  

Zachariah Kuper, 23, and his family 

every year drive from Nebraska to take 

part in the unique camp that strives to 

create an even playing field for those with 

disabilities. Zachariah’s mother, Mindy 

West, explained he has been a Shriner Kid 

since the age of 2. 

“We would come up to the hospital every 

four to six months, and when he’d have 

surgeries, we’d come up every month,” 

West said. “Then four years ago we came 

to the first event they had, and we fell 

in love with the football players and the 

whole experience. 

“Being here, it makes these kids feel like 

anything’s possible,” West added. “It’s 

incredibly important that we get Zachariah 

here every year.” 

Ten-year-old Teddy shares a similar love 

for the All-Abilities Clinic and is also a 

repeat attendee. 

“It’s just really fun,” he said, “and I love 

getting to meet the players and even get 

their autographs.” 

Teddy doesn’t let the fact he was born 

with achondroplasia, the most common 

type of dwarfism, hold him back. Just ask 

Rouse or Vikings outside linebacker Chaz 

Chambliss, who rooted Teddy on as he 

ran ladder drills or ran full-speed into the 

blocking dummy Chambliss held.

Teddy’s father, Chris, looked on proudly. 

“This is just great. He gets to come out 

here and be a part of the Vikings, a part of 

the team, and gets to do drills and hang 

out with other kids,” Chris said. “It’s just 

the highlight of his year.“I think it’s great 

for the kids to see that, you know, these 

players might be on TV, they might be 

big NFL stars, but at the end of the day, 

they’re people, too,” Chris added. 

Vikings defensive lineman Elijah 

Williams, who made the team’s 53-

man roster after being invited to rookie 

minicamp on a tryout basis, shared a drill 

station with Rouse and encouraged the 

campers as they executed each exercise. 

“Shoot, when you see them smiling 

and enjoying themselves like this, you 

definitely can’t help but enjoy yourself, 

too,” Williams said. “It’s really inspiring. 

These kids are coming out here and just 

having fun. No matter what was thrown 

at them, the cards they were dealt in life, 

they still find a way to be out here and 

enjoy this moment for what it is.” 

Though Williams of course was excited to 

make an impact on the field, he also sought 

more ways to give back in the community. 

“I want to be an inspiration for others. I 

enjoy being an example for others,” he said. 

“When I get the chance to [do something like 

this] and meet new people, I’m gonna take 

advantage of it.” 

Shriners Children’s Twin Cities physical 

therapist Becky Rouse emphasized the 

importance of creating events like the 

All-Abilities Clinic to remind young people 

facing challenges they are not alone. 

“It’s a place where kids can play with other 

kids who have similar struggles – and to be on 

the Vikings field at such an amazing facility 

is really special for them,” Rouse said. “I think 

it’s a fantastic thing the Vikings offer, and I 

think it’s great for the players to see, too. The 

impact they can have on these kids is huge. 

So for them to be willing to be out here and 

participating is incredible.” 

Brosmer appreciated the opportunity 

not only to connect with some of the 

youth but also to step back and admire 

their confidence and 

adaptability. 

He pointed out that 

a few times he’d reach 

to rebound a football 

bouncing off the target 

and be playfully scolded 

by a child, “I can do it 

myself.” 

“They’ve been doing 

an amazing job, and 

it’s incredible experience,” Brosmer said. 

“Sometimes there’s a stigma surrounding 

physical limitations, people assume it’s 

too hard for kids to participate in a sport, 

but [these kids] are showing the complete 

opposite. I’m so proud our organization is 

doing this for our community, and I’m proud 

I can represent the Vikings doing this.”



FLAG FOOTBALL IN 
CANADA AND THE UK

The 2025 summer youth camp series concluded with 
Vikings Flag clinics in Winnipeg, presented by Oakley, King’s 
Hawaiian and Kenmore and hosted by the Vikings and RCX. 
Nearly 300 kids convened at Ralph Cantafio Soccer Complex, 
where they participated in a variety of skills and drills. 
88% of attendees noted their knowledge of football had 
increased as a result of attending the clinic. 

vikings host 3 vikings flag clinics in 
partnership with rcx in winnipeg

YOUTH FLAG 
FOOTBALL CLINICS 
EXPAND SPORT IN 
IRELAND & UK
by craig peters

The love of football is continuing to surge internationally.

The Vikings historic double dip of back-to-back International Series 

games in Dublin and London offered the opportunity for youth in 

Ireland and the United Kingdom to participate in football clinics. 

Minnesota’s bleary-eyed travel party arrived in Ireland on the 

morning of Sept. 26 and immediately bused to the beautiful, 

sprawling campus of Sport Ireland. As the group wheeled up to the 

Vikings practice facility for the day, the exuberant welcome by 125 

youth clad in purple Vikings T-shirts provided a jolt.

The young people from St. Columba’s National School, O’Connell 

Primary School, Grace Park Educate Together National School and 

Scoil an tSeachtar Laoch formed a high-five line as players walked 

out to the field for a wake-up shakeout. 

They also participated in an hour-and-a-half clinic in which they 

were introduced to flag football through multiple skills and drills 

stations. Viktor the Viking, Minnesota Vikings Cheerleaders and 

Vikings Legend Ifeadi Odenigbo participated in the clinic.

The following Friday, a few days after the Vikings arrived at 

Hanbury Manor, nearly 100 students from Brookmans Park Primary 

School, Cunningham Hill Schools and Oak View Primary and Nursery 

School formed a high-five line as Vikings took the field for the 

team’s final session in the English countryside of 2025. Persistent 

rain didn’t prevent the young people from participating in a youth 

clinic or playing other games with Viktor and Minnesota Vikings 

Cheerleaders. Instead, the students, again clad in Vikings T-shirts, 

showered enthusiasm for the sport.

James Nicholson, P.E. teacher and flag football club leader at 

Brookmans Park, is helping spread the understanding of and 

enthusiasm for American football in the UK.

Nicholson’s father-in-law is from Pittsburgh, and he admitted his 

initial interest was motivated in part by ingratiating himself with 

his wife’s family. He’s now a “big NFL fan.”

“I wanted to get kids in my school interested in the NFL, and 

flag is the gateway for that, particularly with it being in the [2028] 

Olympics and so many NFL games being hosted in London,” 

Nicholson said. “The children got to play some of the games and are 

seeing the players with their pads and helmets on.”
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Additionally in the UK, the Vikings continued to support 
the growth of flag football in Newcastle, a community 
that has enthusiastically embraced the outreach by the 
Vikings and proudly serves as the home of the Newcastle 
Vikings, a member of the BAFA (British American Football 
Association) National Leagues since 2015.

Ten area schools formed flag football teams to participate 
in a six-week season.

A celebratory launch day occurred on Oct. 1 and included 
photo stations, a combine experience with prizing, a skills 
clinic and league games.

“The Vikings are dedicated to breaking down barriers so 
more kids can experience the game of football around the 
world,” Vikings Director of Youth and High School Football 
Joe Rush said. “The enthusiasm from the Newcastle Flag 
League demonstrates the powerful effect that access to 
resources and structured programs can have on both young 
athletes and their communities. Supporting initiatives like 
this reflects the Vikings ongoing commitment to inspiring 
the next generation and making the game accessible for all.” 

PLANTING 
AND 
GROWING 
A FLAG 
LEAGUE
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NFL FLAG

Middle school girls flag football continues to thrive and 
serve as an important part of the pipeline in the Twin 
Cities and Des Moines, Iowa. There were 10 teams in each 
metropolitan area, catalyzing even more interest at the 
high school level throughout the upper Midwest.

More than 5,000 kids participated in a Vikings Flag League 
in 2025. In addition to the social, emotional and physical 
benefits of participating in a team sport, Vikings Flag 
athletes get exclusive access to Vikings events, player meet-
and-greets and more. Benefits included the following:
•	 Flag football day at training camp, where more than 

500 Vikings Flag players from the YMCA of the North 
and coaches were provided with free access to camp. 

•	 A meet-and-greet with Aaron Jones, Sr. at the Oakley 
store at Mall of America, where participants got to 
ask him questions, take a photo with him, receive an 
autograph and receive free Oakley swag. 

•	 A Vikings Flag only clinic hosted at the Vikings 
practice facility.

The Vikings hosted a mini regional at the National Sports 
Center in Blaine on May 10. Four 14U teams participated, 
with the NWC Blue Rangers winning and representing the 
Vikings at NFL Flag Championships in Canton.

vikings flag league network

vikings flag regional

vikings partner with indigefit 
kids to inspire native youth 
through flag football
The Shakopee Mdewankanton Sioux Community (SMSC) 
launched IndigeFit Kids, a three-year philanthropic 
campaign to improve the physical fitness and mental 
wellness of Native youth in Minnesota. As a partner 
of this campaign, the Minnesota Vikings hosted 
representatives from the 11 Tribal nations as VIPs at 
training camp, presenting them with opportunities to 
introduce flag football curriculum in schools and aid 
physical education programming for Native youth. 
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The Vikings are proud to support player and Legend efforts to reach youth in their communities by 
providing Vikings branded items, coaching assistance and content coverage at their youth camps. 
More than 4,000 swag bags were distributed in support of player and Legend led initiatives.

blake cashman
Location: Eden Prairie, MN

harrison phillips
Location: Eagan, MN | Omaha, NE

jay ward
Location: Norman Park, GA

zavier scott
Location: Des Moines, IA

jonathan greenard
Location: Douglasville, GA

brandon powell
Location: Deerfield Beach, FL

walter rouse
Location: Eagan, MN

chad greenway
Location: Hutchinson, MN

andrew van ginkel
Location: Rock Valley, IA

jonathan bullard
Location: Shelby, NC

brian asamoah
Location: Columbus, OH

dallas turner
Location: Fort Lauderdale, FL

PLAYER-LED
YOUTH CAMPS

c.j. ham
Location: Duluth, MN

josh metellus
Location: Eagan, MN

ty ingram-dawkins
Location: Gaffney, SC

aaron jones, sr.
Location: Hastings, MN

MIDDLE SCHOOL GIRLS 
FLAG FOOTBALL



PLAY 
FOOTBALL 
GAME
To celebrate youth football at the Play Football game 
on Aug. 16, the Vikings hosted the St. Louis Park 
Youth Football Association on the sidelines to stand 
near the players and coaches during the national 
anthem. The youth football athletes were excited to 
take photos when Vikings superstar Justin Jefferson 
walked past them. Additionally, 150 Vikings Flag 
athletes were invited to enjoy post-game field access 
where they were able to throw touchdowns and do 
“The Griddy” in the endzone. 

MASCOT 
GAME
Spring Lake Park’s youth football team had the opportunity 
to go up against a team of mascots from around the 
country in front of U.S. Bank Stadium’s crowd during the 
Vikings matchup against the Bears on Nov. 16. Athletes 
were treated like the Vikings, receiving a pregame photo 
and video shoot upon arrival. The mascots came out on top, 
winning 14-7.  

The Vikings are proud of the long-term impact game day 
experiences such as the annual Mascot Game have on the 
growth of youth football. A high school football student-
athlete’s mom reached out with the following message: 

“You might not recall, but my son played in the mascot 
game back in fifth grade. It was such a fun and memorable 
season for them (and their parents!). Since those early 
days, I’ve somehow found myself serving as the “team 
mom” and now the booster club president — it has been 
an incredible blessing to have a front-row seat with these 
young men as they’ve grown up.”

nike the next ones

usa football junior national team training camp

high school girls flag football

nfl flag championships

latino youth honors

gatorade prep elite

training camp team of the day

prep spotlight

field grants

honor the game display

minnesota football honors

prep bowl

all-star game

mr. football

all-state team

native all-american game

	 16	 |  m i n n e s o t a  v i k i n g s 17

HIGH SCHOOL
FOOTBALL PROGRAMS
o v e r v i e w

“you’ll learn how strong you are. 
you’ll find teammates who have your 
back, moments that light you up, and 
a version of yourself you didn’t even 
know was in there.”

– 2025 high school girls flag athlete



the next ones

USA Football held a training camp for its 15U and 17U U.S. Boys and Girls’ 

National Teams at Twin Cities Orthopedics Performance Center April 3-6. 

“We are proud to host USA Football’s U.S. Junior National 

Teams as they prepare to represent our country in international 

competition,” said Vikings Vice President of Social Impact Brett 

Taber. “This is an exciting time for flag football as the sport sees 

exponential growth in advance of its Olympic debut in 2028. The 

Vikings are dedicated to growing the game and providing pathways 

to play in Minnesota and the surrounding states, and this is an 

excellent opportunity to further support that growth and increase 

visibility for the opportunities that exist for both boys and girls.”

The 17U U.S. Boys National Team held joint practices and international 

friendlies against Israel’s 17U Boys National Team. The international 

collaboration provides the 17U teams with a chance to experience new 

cultures while developing their elite skills for future global competitions. 

“The Vikings and the Wilf family have gone above and beyond to 

grow the game at all levels in Minnesota. Providing this premier 

opportunity for our U.S. Junior National Teams at their world-class 

facility is just the latest example,” said USA Football CEO Scott 

Hallenbeck. “We greatly appreciate the Vikings for making such a 

generous contribution toward the training camp’s success as we 

continue developing players who may represent our country when 

flag football debuts in the 2028 Summer Olympics.

“Additionally, our staff is eager to welcome Israel’s 17U Boys’ National 

Team to the U.S. for an international friendly,” Hallenbeck added. “As 

we continue preparing for LA28, USA Football is working with football 

governing bodies around the world to lead the sport’s growth and 

support the creation of more developmental and competitive events.”  

The Vikings “The Next Ones” nominee was Andrew Trout, 

an offensive lineman from Rocori High School. Trout 

was invited to the Vikings practice facility in Eagan for 

an exclusive tour. His coaches, teammates and Vikings 

Legend John Randle surprised him when he was escorted 

to the Vikings Museum, where Randle told him he would 

be participating in Nike’s “The Next Ones” experience at 

the Super Bowl.

usa football junior 
national training camp

High school girls flag football exploded in popularity 
in Minnesota; 47 more teams joined the Minnesota 
High School Girls Flag League in 2025 for a total of 51 
participating schools. The launch of the girls flag league 
comes less than a year after the Vikings piloted a high 
school program in 2024, successfully completing a 12-game 
regular season with four teams before hosting the state 
championship game at TCO Stadium last summer. Schools 
that participated ranged from 1A to 6A schools and were 
located in nearly every corner of the state.
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HIGH SCHOOL
GIRLS FLAG 
FOOTBALL

participating schools

p r e s e n t e d  b y

•	 Athletes ranked their overall experience 
playing flag football an 8.76 out of 10.

•	 92% of participants indicated they were 
likely to continue playing flag football.

•	 73% of athletes found it easy to learn and 
understand flag football rules.



Prior to the season kicking off, the team hosted five 
representatives from the participating schools at 
TCO Performance Center, where they participated in 
photo and video shoots, completed interviews with 
the Vikings editorial team, and toured the practice 
facility. They also heard from Harrison Phillips and 
C.J. Ham about the important role they were playing 
in paving the way for girls flag in Minnesota and 
the upper Midwest. Through content generated at 
Media Day and throughout the season, there were 
1,289,992 total overall impressions on social media.

Following a four-week regular season and a day of 
playoffs, 12 teams earned a trip to the Minnesota High 
School Girls Flag Football Championship Tournament 
in June. Teams that participated were (in seed order): 
Mahtomedi, La Crescent-Hokah, Anoka, Minnetonka, 
Park Cottage Grove, Centennial, Simley, Bloomington, 
Burnsville, Two Rivers, Eagan, and Sartell. 

And then there were two. 
The Vikings last summer hosted the high 

school girls flag football championship 

tournament, during which 12 schools battled it 

out until La Crescent-Hokah and Mahtomedi 

faced each other in the title game. 

TCO Stadium lights illuminated the field on 

a blustery evening, and Mahtomedi gradually 

took control of the contest and defeated a 

feisty Lancers squad 36-20 on June 9. 

Young women on the sideline sprinted 

to meet their teammates on the field in a 

celebratory mob, lifting the black-and-silver 

trophy above their heads in triumph. 

“This means everything for them,” 

Mahtomedi Head Coach Nick Sullivan said. 

“Everything that we do, and all the success, 

it’s for them. We have a lot of seniors on our 

team that graduated this weekend, so this 

kind of a last hurrah for them. 

“One last game, the inaugural season? I 

mean, this is as big as it gets,” Sullivan added. 

Trailblazers. 

It’s true of the Zephyrs, who became the 

first team in state history to officially win the 

girls high school flag football championship. 

It’s true also, though, of 50 — 50! — 

other teams that competed during the 

2025 season. After helping launch a pilot 

program in 2024 with four teams (La 

Crescent-Hokah, Rosemount, Houston and 

Pine Island), the Vikings looked to expand 

to a full league … and expand they did. 

“It’s just been so cool to see the growth,” 

La Crescent-Hokah senior Savanah Klinski 

said prior to the final game. “The number 

of people who have been out here today, 

it’s just been amazing. Last year we were 

just a small little group, and now the 

bleachers are filled. It’s incredible.” 

Klinski caught two touchdown passes and 

a 2-point conversion in the championship 

game; she earlier helped lead the Lancers to 

wins over Two Rivers (33-12) and Centennial 

(24-6). The Zephyrs, quarterbacked by Rylee 

Bogren, defeated Bloomington and Park (in 

Cottage Grove) with identical scores of 32-0 

en route to facing La Crescent-Hokah. 

Mahtomedi senior Presley Albers scored 

the Zephyrs final touchdown of the evening. 

“We wanted to leave everything on the 

field for our last game. Have fun with my 

teammates one last time,” she said. 

“We all grew up watching football with 

our family, and just to see women [playing 

football and] little girls can look up to them 

and know they can do whatever they want, 

VIKINGS HOST GIRLS 
FLAG FOOTBALL 
TOURNEY; MAHTOMEDI 
WINS INAUGURAL
STATE TITLE  
by lindsey young
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check out the 
hype video here!

MEDIA DAY 

CHAMPIONSHIP
TOURNAMENT



it’s special,” Albers added. 

Competition on the field was fierce. Young 

women put their athleticism on full display 

as they threw darts, leapt to make impressive 

catches and executed Aaron Jones-worthy 

cuts with the pigskin to protect the yellow 

flags dangling from belts. 

Knees bled, sweat poured and trash talk flew.

But off the field, the athletes shared an 

unmistakable mutual respect. 

“Seeing the level of sportsmanship across 

all the teams throughout this six-week 

season has been incredible — and something 

I haven’t really seen in any other sport,” 

Vikings Coordinator of Youth & High School 

Football Emily Weinberg said. “Everyone 

was really starting with a clean slate. Seeing 

them build each other up throughout the 

season and start this sport from the ground 

up has been incredible.

“I’ve always known that I loved football, 

and seeing this girls flag football season 

come to fruition has made me love it even 

more. The more people that we’re able to 

get in the game, the merrier. And this is 

great proof of that,” Weinberg added. “One 

of our goals is to be sure everyone feels 

welcome here, emphasize that everyone 

is able to play football. By hosting this 

culminating championship here at our 

facility, it really shows just how committed 

to this game the Vikings are.” 

Lancers Head Coach Terry Donovan, who 

also serves as the La Crescent-Hokah 

Activities Director, and Sullivan, who also 

is a Mahtomedi student resource officer, 

shared similar sentiments about the value of 

growing girls flag football in Minnesota. 

“I’ve seen incredible growth in these 

girls. I mean, they just keep getting better 

and better,” Donovan said. “Everything 

we’ve done, they respond and succeed. 

And [being here at TCO Performance 

Center] makes this extra special. Being 

able to have the Vikings help, supporting 

financially and in every other way, makes it 

super special — and I know that’s what will 

help the sport succeed in the long run. 

“Football is for everyone,” added Donovan, 

a USA Football master trainer. “We know 

football is for everyone. These girls are 

showing this is high-level football out here.” 

Sullivan shared a personal anecdote 

to reiterate the importance of making 

football inclusive. 

“When I was in middle school, there was a 

girl who played on our tackle football team, 

Mary, and she was phenomenal. She belonged 

then,” Sullivan said. “There’s always been this 

hesitancy to football with a lot of our girls 

… where a lot of them don’t want to get out 

there because they’re nervous [or they’ve 

previously felt excluded], but they belong. This 

league, and all its success, it shows that this 

sport is meant for them.” 

Sullivan smiled, then added: 

“It’s only going to grow even more. Next 

year we’re hoping to double, and I think it 

will, because there are a lot of girls even at 

the middle school level who want to play. 

It’s churning up interest across the state, 

and it’s pretty amazing.”

The inaugural Minnesota High School All-State Flag Team features 
the top high school girls flag football players in the state. The team 
is selected by a panel of Vikings staff, local media and high school 
girls flag representatives. The All-State Team was honored with an 
in-game live shot during the Vikings home preseason game against 
the New England Patriots on Aug. 16.

ALL-STATE 
TEAM

•	 Abbi Ernster | S | La Crescent-Hokah
•	 Alaina Pundsack | CB | Mounds View
•	 Alexis Larson | RB/LB | Centennial
•	 Ava Kaspar | Rusher | Rosemount 
•	 Avery Krumwiede | RB/WR | Burnsville
•	 Edith Halverson | C | Two Rivers
•	 Kendra McKay | WR | Anoka
•	 Lily Smith | WR | Proctor
•	 Macie Miller | S | Bloomington
•	 Maddy Freking | QB | Anoka

•	 Madi Brinkman | C | Park
•	 Nora Helvig | FS | Centennial
•	 Presley Albers | WR | Mahtomedi
•	 Rylee Bogren | QB | Mahtomedi 
•	 Savanah Klinski | WR | La Crescent-Hokah
•	 Sophia Peer | DB/WR | Mahtomedi
•	 Talylah Johnson | DB | Minneapolis North

2025 vikings minnesota high school all-state flag team:

	 22	 |  m i n n e s o t a  v i k i n g s 23



VIKINGS UNVEIL MURAL 
CELEBRATING INAUGURAL 
HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS FLAG 
FOOTBALL SEASON 

Their reactions said it all. 
Members of the Minnesota State 

Champion Mahtomedi girls flag football 

team expressed surprise and excitement 

upon the reveal of a brand-new display at 

the Vikings Museum. 

Designed as a mural in the museum 

lobby, the exhibition featured an ode to 

Minnesota’s inaugural girls high school flag 

football league and highlighted the 2025 

Mahtomedi team, which in June defeated 

La Crescent-Hokah for the title. 

“This is the cherry on top,” Mahtomedi 

Athletic Director Aaron Forsythe said 

with a smile. 

“The opportunity for flag football created 

a lot of buzz and energy and excitement for 

our community, and we had more than 50 

girls come out,” Forsythe explained. “We 

connected with some kids who weren’t 

previously athletes in our building, and we 

had a lot of multisport athletes, as well. It 

was a great opportunity, and we’re looking 

forward to it continuing to grow.” 

The Vikings welcomed the Zephyrs and 

their family members to training camp on 

July 28 for the presentation, before which 

they had the opportunity to meet and hear 

from USA Football DB/WR Maci Joncich. 

Joncich, who began playing flag football 

at age 6 on all-boys teams, starred at 

Coronado High School (Las Vegas) and was 

a three-time All-Star honoree. She became 

the youngest member of the 2024 U.S. 

National Team at 18 years old. 

Joncich congratulated the Zephyrs on 

their season success and shared with them 

her experiences, which recently included a 

trip to Los Angeles to scrimmage against 

women’s flag teams from Japan, Israel, 

Germany and Australia. In September, 

Team USA traveled to Panama for the 2025 

Americas Flag Continental Championship. 

“It’s huge to have NFL teams backing 

girls flag football,” Joncich said. “It gives 

these girls something to work for. They can 

look and say, ‘That’s so cool, the Vikings 

are sponsoring this event. The Raiders are 

sponsoring this tournament.’ It makes a 

huge difference in our sport.” 

Vikings Vice President of Social Impact 

Brett Taber and Coordinator of Youth & High 

School Football Emily Weinberg addressed 

the young women and emphasized the 

impact they’ve made on a league that 

continues to expand. 

“You are all true trailblazers, with the sport 

making an impact not only statewide but 

across the region and nation,” Weinberg 

said. “You all should be very proud of the 

way you carry yourselves, both on the field 

and off the field, so we’re really excited to 

be able to enshrine this past season here.” 

Taber thanked the players, families and 

school administrators for their efforts in 

executing a historical season. 

“This is a truly special moment and a great 

occasion that marks the legacy of girls flag 

football in Minnesota. It’s here to stay, and 

it’s here to grow,” Taber said. “We’re thankful 

to have Maci from the United States 

women’s national team, representing what 

flag football can become, especially with 

the Olympics coming up in 2028, and I hope 

all of you players and athletes take that as 

inspiration and opportunity. 

“We at the Minnesota Vikings are honored 

to be able to provide this opportunity for 

flag football and to be able to create these 

opportunities for young women to grow in 

sports,” Taber later added.

by lindsey young

training camp 
scrimmage
To increase visibility of high school 
girls flag football, the Vikings 
hosted the Melrose and Eagan 
high school girls flag teams during 
training camp night practice at TCO 
Stadium. The teams scrimmaged 
prior to practice, then welcomed 
the Vikings onto the field with a 
high five line. 

play football game
High school girls flag football was at the forefront of the Play 
Football game programming on Aug. 16 as the Vikings took 
on the New England Patriots in a preseason contest at U.S. 
Bank Stadium. In addition to honoring the All-State Team, 
the 2025 high school girls flag football champions — the 
Mahtomedi Zephyrs — and their head coach Nick Sullivan 
(Minnesota’s Coach of the Year) were recognized on the field. 

Halftime featured a girls flag scrimmage between Waterville-
Elysian-Morristown and Apple Valley. Apple Valley ultimately 
won the 6-minute scrimmage after scoring late in the game. 

The team hosted girls and women’s flag stakeholders from 
across the upper Midwest in a suite, where attendees were 
able to connect and learn from one another. Those who had 
not yet started a girls flag program walked away feeling 
inspired to initiate the process of providing that opportunity 
for the communities they serve. 
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Gatorade Prep Elite is a one-day, invite only football camp 
for the top high school football players in Minnesota. The 
experience is led by Vikings Legends, coaches and staff and 
provides in-depth instruction to prep football players to help 
prepare them for the next level of play. 

70 of the top high school junior and senior prospects 
participated in this event in 2025.

Vikings Legends Mike Harris, Rufus Bess and Dave Dixon 
welcomed the group and led a panel to kick off the day. The 
group took a tour of TCO Performance Center before hitting 
the field for practice. Assistant Director of Player Performance 
Marquis Johnson led the group’s warmup before turning it over 
to Vikings assistant coaches to run a pro-style practice. Vikings 
position coaches included Chris O’Hara, Tony Sorrentino, Ryan 
Cordell, Imarjaye Albury, Thad Bogardus, Pat Hill, Chenzo 
Funari, Charlie Frye and Dalmin Gibson. Assistant to the Head 
Coach Henry Schneider IV also assisted in the clinic.

The Training Camp Team of the Day program, presented 
by Gatorade, brings high school football players to TCO 
Performance Center for an unforgettable experience. Each team 
is provided with transportation; free access to Vikings Training 
Camp and the Vikings Museum; lunch; and sideline passes to 
watch practice. In previous years, this experience was extended 
only to high school tackle teams. With the growth girls flag 
football has seen statewide, the girls flag teams at each invited 
school were encouraged to participate as well.

teams
Minneapolis Camden High School, North St. Paul High 
School, Proctor High School

DES MOINES 
HIGH SCHOOL 
GIRLS FLAG 
LEAGUE
The Vikings are proud to support the growth of high 
school girls flag football throughout the upper Midwest. 
The movement in Minnesota catalyzed involvement from 
surrounding states, especially in Iowa. In addition to the 10 
middle school girls flag teams competing in Des Moines, five 
high school teams formed a pilot league. 

Seven high school girls flag teams participated in the inaugural Vikings Regional 
at the National Sports Center on May 10. Rosemount High School, one of the first 
schools to have a high school girls flag team in Minnesota, won its division and 
represented the Vikings at NFL Flag Championships in Canton. The Rosemount 
Irish made it to the Elite 8 — the farthest any team from Minnesota has advanced 
in the tournament.
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MINNESOTA HIGH SCHOOL 
GIRLS FLAG QB TO 
REPRESENT VIKINGS & 
NFC NORTH AS FINALIST 
FOR NFL AWARD
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Alayna Adamez thought she was attending 
a team meeting for girls flag football. 

The unsuspecting high school athlete sat 

in a classroom in late October, chatting 

casually with teammates while waiting for 

her head coach to start the session. 

Then Vikings defensive lineman Levi Drake 

Rodriguez walked in and asked for Adamez, 

who raised one hand to identify herself while 

covering her mouth in shock with the other. 

The room’s excitement level took an 

immediate jump as Rodriguez presented 

Adamez with a custom Vikings jersey — 

and then a pair of tickets to Super Bowl LX. 

In September, Adamez had been selected 

as one of the Vikings two nominees for the 

NFL Latino Youth Honors, which recognizes 

high school seniors of every background 

from across NFL club markets who excel 

on the field and in the classroom, as well 

as contribute or engage meaningfully with 

Latino culture and community. 

The pool of nominees was narrowed 

from 64 to eight finalists, with Adamez 

selected to proudly represent the entire 

NFC North. In addition to attending Super 

Bowl LX, she will receive at least a $5,000 

grant award for college; should Adamez 

be selected as the female national winner 

(announced during Super Bowl week), that 

grant will increase to $25,000. 

“I just want to congratulate you 

on everything you’ve done thus far,” 

Rodriguez told Adamez. “Keep pushin’, 

and don’t let anyone tell you that you 

can’t do anything. Follow your dreams and 

do the things that other people don’t.” 

An emotional Adamez accepted an 

embrace from Rodriguez and then joined 

in a celebration with her teammates, 

coaches and Park High School Athletic 

Director Phil Kuemmel. 

Adamez explained how when she’d initially 

been selected as the Vikings nominee, she 

viewed it as “a great opportunity” to not 

only celebrate her Latino heritage but also 

to lean into being a leader — “not just in flag 

football but all around.” 

“When Levi walked in, I was like, ‘Oh my 

gosh. … This is insane,’ ” Adamez reacted. “I’m 

so blessed. I’m, like, shaking. I’m so excited, I 

don’t even know what to say. Just thank you. 

Honestly, so many thank yous to everybody.” 

Adamez, who is committed to play 

Division I softball at Southern Illinois 

University, expressed deep gratitude to her 

parents, Jill and Daniel Adamez, and her 

grandparents, Jesus and Maria Adamez. 

“Me and my grandpa, we [have been 

close for so long], and I learned more 

[about my heritage] not just from him and 

my grandma but also his whole family, 

his sisters,” she said. “Grandpa has eight 

sisters, and they’re all gonna be so excited.

“My [family] poured their heart and soul 

into my passions,” Adamez later added. 

“They knew that I fell in love with softball, 

and they knew I fell in love with hockey. 

They poured in any money they could give 

me so I could go to a scout camp and get 

looked at and fulfill my dreams.”

She and Rodriguez instantly connected over 

by lindsey young
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Latino family culture and the sacrifices their 

families have made over the years for them 

to continue pursuing their athletic goals. 

“They work their butts off,” Rodriguez said. 

“My parents, we’ve always said we’re ‘sports 

poor’ because we poured so much money 

into sports — baseball, football, travel, that 

we didn’t have the biggest house, we didn’t 

have the best cleats, the best gloves or 

anything, but they knew we had something 

in our hearts and minds to go chase. 

“That’s what my parents wanted for me, to 

give me an opportunity … and they did that,” 

he told her. “They’re the proudest parents. 

And I bet yours are, too.” 

Adamez beamed, echoing Rodriguez 

whole-heartedly. 

Though softball is her primary sport, 

Adamez is an all-around athlete, also 

playing hockey and, of course, flag football. 

“And because she didn’t have anything 

to do in the fall, she picked up tennis,” 

Kuemmel quipped.  

Adamez jumped at the chance to be 

part of Park’s inaugural girls flag football 

season, the softball catcher stepping in to 

play quarterback. 

“I had seen Alayna play in the powderpuff 

game, and I knew right away,” Park Head 

Coach Scott Leonard said. “When teams 

have never seen us play, they don’t realize 

how strong her arm is. Most teams, they’ll 

drop their defensive backs about 15 yards, 

stop and sit down. Well, Alayna can throw 

the ball 40 to 45 yards in the air. 

“A dad from another team at one of our 

games got on his phone and said, ‘You’ve 

gotta get over here and see this girl throw,’ ” 

Leonard added, laughing. 

Adamez helped lead her team to the 

Minnesota State Tournament’s final four 

this past spring, throwing for 1,432 yards 

over eight regular-season games. She 

threw 32 touchdown passes with just five 

interceptions and was named the District 6 

Gold Quarterback of the Year. 

Beyond her athletic abilities, Adamez 

shines in the classroom with a 3.9 GPA 

and is looked to as a role model by peers 

and younger students alike. She is a WEB 

leader, helping younger children transition 

smoothly into middle school, and has been 

a Buddy for the local Miracle League. 

“Her personality, she’s just so bubbly. She’s 

fun to be around,” Leonard said. “The girls 

love playing with her on the football field.” 

Watching Adamez’s teammates wrap her 

in hugs, offer emotional congratulations 

and excitedly pose for group photos, it’s 

clear how close the team is and how much 

respect the QB has earned. 

“We’re all best friends,” Adamez said, 

smiling.  

“All the girls did a great job from Week 1 to 

the end of the season … and our community 

really came out and supported the team,” 

Kuemmel said. “This is all so exciting, and 

I’m proud of Alayna. I just keep going back 

to one of eight in the country, and how neat 

is that? She contributes in so many ways to 

Park High School, and this is really cool. It’s 

phenomenal.”
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The Minnesota Vikings and Twin Cities Orthopedics are 
dedicated to supporting high school football in our community. 
Since 2018, the Vikings have hosted the Vikings Prep Spotlight 
series, an opportunity for high school teams to play a regular 
season game at TCO Stadium. The ability to host high school 
and youth football events at the facility was a primary focus in 
the design of the campus. Since 2018, the Vikings have hosted 
two to three prep games per year, providing a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience to more than 40 high school football programs from 
around the state. In addition to this free experience for players 
and coaches, the Vikings produce a livestream broadcast for 
select games each year to bring more visibility to the game and 
make it more accessible to fans at home. 

2025 prep spotlight game results
•  Duluth Denfeld 0 – Two Harbors 23
•  Bloomington Kennedy 0 – St. Louis Park 17

high school tackle participation in minnesota
The Vikings are proud to support the growth of tackle football 
throughout the state. Minnesota continues to see a steady 
increase in high school tackle participation, with nearly 25,000 
athletes competing on the gridiron in 2024. 

In partnership with the NFL Foundation’s Matching Field Grant 
Program, the Vikings provided a combined $400,000 grant 
to support new field turf and stadium renovation projects at 
Bloomington Jefferson and Bloomington Kennedy High Schools. 
These improvements deliver safer, more durable playing surfaces 
and expand opportunities for thousands of student-athletes and 
community members.

To celebrate the completion of the projects, the Vikings participated 
in each school’s field dedication event, bringing Vikings Legends, Cheer 
& Mascot, and a Vikings representative to address the crowd and help 
commemorate the moment. Together with the NFL Foundation, the 
Vikings are strengthening community pride and investing in spaces 
where young athletes can learn, compete and grow.

prep spotlight

field grants
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The Honor the Game Display, located on the back of the east video 
board in U.S. Bank Stadium, was constructed in 2016 to promote 
high school football throughout the state of Minnesota. Four 
touch-screen kiosks located on the concourse near the wall allow 
fans visiting U.S. Bank Stadium to identify their community or 
school’s helmet and look up historical data such as past state 
championships. Once per year, the Vikings Youth and High School 
Football Department works with 350+ high school football coaches 
to update the wall to reflect any helmet and logo changes schools 
have made in the previous year.

stacy robinson leadership award
•  Yahya Yusuf – Minneapolis Washburn 

•  Ty Nelson – Brainerd 

fred zamberletti atc award
•  Chris Thein – Wayzata High School

stein-fallon college scholar-athlete
•  Danny Striggow – University of Minnesota

bud grant distinguished minnesotan award
•  Tom Moore – NFL Coach

sid hartman media award
•  Patrick Reusse – Star Tribune

courage award
•  Trevor Smith – Tracy High School

In partnership with the Minnesota chapter of the National Football 

Foundation, the Vikings helped produce the Minnesota Football Honors 

Award Show at TCO Studios, which aired on Fan Duel Sports Network in 

October 2025. This award show recognizes players, coaches and support 

staff across all levels of football for the work they do on and off the field. 

high school scholar-athlete award
•  Blake Schiltz - Pine Island

•  Chase Young - Saint Thomas Academy

•  Kenneth Adah - Bloomington Kennedy

•  Wyatt Birr - Maple River

•  Jonah Sadowski - Highland Park

•  Andrew Marty - Chokio/Alberta

•  Brock Holthaus -Monticello

•  Mason Boesl - Parkers Prairie

bobby bell impact player of the year award
•  Division I: Aireontae Ersery - University of Minnesota

•  Division II: Jake Gannon - Bemidji State University

•  Division III: Matt Jung - Bethel University

HONOR 
THE GAME 
DISPLAY

MINNESOTA
FOOTBALL HONORS

Vikings FB and Duluth Denfeld Alum, CJ Ham 

performing the honorary coin toss
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prep bowl

In partnership with the Minnesota Football Coaches 

Association, the Vikings hosted the 52nd annual Minnesota 

High School Football All-Star game on Saturday, Dec.13 at 

U.S. Bank Stadium. The game featured 88 of the best high 

school football seniors from throughout the state in a North 

vs South matchup. 

Players and coaches checked in on Wednesday and 

hosted several days of practice leading up to the game. 

Additionally, the group had a chance to hear from Vikings 

Legend Anthony Harris during meetings at the team hotel. 

The North All-Stars beat the South All-Stars, 17-6. MVP 

awards were distributed to an outstanding offensive and 

defensive player from each team. 

• North Offensive MVP: Kaden Harney, QB, Maple Grove

• North Defensive MVP Easton Ridlehoover, DB, Rogers

• South Offensive MVP: Nathan Ramler, QB, Chanhassen

• South Defensive MVP: Chris Rehak, LB, Farmington

2025 state champions
9-Player: Hills-Beaver Creek

1A: Minneota 

2A: Jackson County Central

3A: Annandale

4A: Orono

5A: Spring Lake Park

6A: Edina

In partnership with the NFL Foundation and the Native American 

Athletic Foundation, the Minnesota Vikings hosted the Native All-

American Game at US Bank Stadium on Sunday, Dec. 14. 

Players and coaches traveled from all over the country for a week 

filled with personal and professional development activities, meet-

and-greets with Vikings Legends and coaches, facility tours, team 

practices, cultural celebration and more. This high school football 

all-star game featured indigenous athletes from around the country, 

with 22 states and 48 different tribal communities represented.

score:
Team Wa’Ya 27, Team Ta’Tanka 15

mvps:
Team Ta’Tanka
•	 Offense: Benjamin Daniels – Collinsville, OK/Cherokee

•	 Defense: Devin Rock – Dowagiac, MI/Pokagon Band of 

Potawatomi Indians

Team Wa’Ya
•	 Offense: Nate Middletent - Lower Brule, SD/ Lower Brule Sioux 

Tribe

•	 Defense: Brady Wadena – Dilworth, MN/White Earth Nation

coaches:
NFL Legends Ahman Green (Team Ta’Tanka) & Levi

Horn (Team Wa-Ya)

ALL-STATE 
TEAM
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name

Jaxon Bartkowicz 
Julian Beckstrand	
Josh Bergan
Braylon Breyfogle
Sawyer Brown
Kade Bush
Micah Bush*
James Engle*
David Erlandson
Caleb Francois*
Levi Harris 
Carson Heimer* 
Izzak Johnson* 
Howie Johnson*
Max Jones 
Logan Lachermier*
Kane Larson
Owen Linder*
Joseph Mapson
Alex Medina-Lizarraga
Jack Morrissette
Kayden Oakland
Chris Rehak
Todd Rogalski
Deron Russel*
Henry Schloe
Oliver Spahn
Andrew Stelter
Jax Sullivan
Nicholas Thein
Roman Voss
Gabriel Westman

position

QB/DE/P
RB/S/P/KR
DL
RB/CB/P/PR
WR/CB/PR
TE/RB/WR
WR/S/KR/PR
RB
RB/LB
RB/WR/QB/DB/KR/PR
QB/DB/P/KR/PR
RB/S/KR
QB
DL
LB
QB
RB/LB
OT
QB
QB/DB/P
OT/DL
TE/DE
RB/ILB/P
S/NB/WR/KR/PR/LS
WR/DB/KR/PR
QB/P
MLB
RB/LB/K
QB/S/K/P
RB/OLB/KR/LS
QB/WR/CB/S/DE
WR/CB/PR

school

Holdingford High School
Barnum High School
Lakeville South High School
Lakeview High School
Becker High School
Chanhassen High School
Hills-Beaver Creek
Maple Grove Senior High School
Breckenridge High School
Minnetonka High School
Elk River High School
Byron High School
Cretin-Derham Hall High School
Forest Lake Area High School
Rosemount High School
Minneapolis North High School
Fillmore Central High School
Chanhassen High School
Andover High School
Litchfield High School
Alexandria Area High School
Northfield High School
Farmington High School
Saint Thomas Academy
Waseca High School
St. Cloud Cathedral High School
Grand Rapids High School
Marshall High School
Littlefork-Big Falls
Pine Island High School 
Jackson County Central High School
Annadale High School

class

2A
1A
6A
1A
4A
5A
9-Player
6A
1A
6A
5A
4A
5A
6A
6A
3A
1A
5A
6A
3A
5A
5A
6A
5A
3A
2A
4A
4A
9-Player
3A
3A
3A

all-star game

The Vikings All-State Team, presented by Gatorade, features 
the top 32 high school football players in the state. The 
team is selected by a panel of Vikings staff, local media and 
Minnesota Football Coaches Association representatives. The 
All-State Team was honored with an in-game video feature 
and live shot on the field during the Vikings home game vs the 
Washington Commanders at U.S. Bank Stadium on Dec. 7.

* Indicates athlete was a finalist 
for the Mr. Football Award.

Each year, the Minnesota High School Football 

State semifinals and championships are played 

at U.S. Bank Stadium, the home of the Minnesota 

Vikings. In addition to providing an opportunity 

for high school athletes to play in an NFL stadium 

through the Vikings sponsorship of the event, each 

participating player and coach receives a Vikings-

branded gift. Vikings quarterback Max Brosmer 

flipped the coin at the 6A championship game and 

was joined by two athletes from the Mahtomedi 

High School Girls Flag state championship team.

    Indicates the winner of the Mr. Football Award. First presented in 2004, the Mr. Football Award is an annual award 
recognizing Minnesota’s best high school football player. The Mr. Football Award is co-sponsored by the Minnesota 
Football Coaches Association and the Minnesota Vikings. 

native all-american game

x

x
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usa football coaching certifications

coaching clinics

officials engagement and recognition

crew of the month and year

high school girls flag football coach of the week 

high school tackle football coach of the week
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USA FOOTBALL 
COACHING
CERTIFICATIONS
The Minnesota Vikings provided more than 700 youth 
football coaches in Minnesota and South Dakota with USA 
Football’s Coach Certification in 2025, benefiting thousands 
of youth football athletes, their families and communities 
across the two states. With this latest commitment, the 
Vikings have now paved the way for more than 4,000 free 
coach certifications since the start of 2022. The Vikings 
and U.S. Football continue to work together to support 
grassroots football by preparing dedicated coaches with the 
knowledge and tools to provide athletes and their families 
with memorable experiences. 

COACHING 
CLINICS
The Vikings are proud to provide free opportunities for 
coaches new to the game to learn and develop their 
skills. In partnership with USA Football, three free 
clinics were offered: two for girls flag football coaches 
in the United States, and one for flag football coaches 
in the newly formed Newcastle league. 

OFFICIALS AND
COACHES
INITIATIVES
o v e r v i e w



OFFICIALS ENGAGEMENT 
AND RECOGNITION
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The 2024 Crew of the Year, selected in collaboration 
with the NFHS, was honored as the National Crew 
of the Year. The selected officials traveled to the Pro 
Bowl in Orlando.

pro bowl

officials clinic

In partnership with the MSHSL, the Youth and High 
School Football department hosted the third annual 
Officials Clinic at TCO performance Center in an effort 
to recruit and train new officials. Vikings Legend 
and local high school athletic director Willie Howard 
spoke to attendees, in addition to current and former 
Big Ten Conference officials. Participants had the 
opportunity to learn through watching film and live 
demonstrations. 
The team also hosted an officials clinic specifically 

for those new to officiating high school girls flag 
football. Over 100 people officiated the high school 
girls flag league, with 20% being women. 
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The 2024 National Crew of the Year was 
invited to enjoy VIP access at training camp. 
Attendees had sideline practice access and 
met with the crew that worked the joint 
practice with the Patriots. They also had a 
chance to talk with Minnesota native and 
Vikings linebacker Blake Cashman.

TRAINING 
CAMP 
EXPERIENCE

A Crew of the Year was selected in collaboration with the MSHSL and was honored on multiple platforms during 
the 2025 season. The crew consisted of: 
•	 Referee Donald Adderley from Coon Rapids, MN – 37 years of service
•	 Umpire Jason Weber from Minneapolis, MN – 17 years of service
•	 Down Judge Scott Haefner from Mankato, MN – 23 years of service
•	 Line Judge Tim Grove from Morris, MN – 15 years of service
•	 Back Judge Brad Zumbaum from Bovey, MN – 21 years of service
The Crew of the Year members were gifted 2 (two) tickets to watch the Vikings beat the Commanders on 
December 7, 2025. They also received a certificate endorsed by Coach O’Connell, and a personalized flip coin for 
future use or display. 

The Vikings created a certificate for the 
MSHSL to send to officials in appreciation 
for 10, 20, 30, 40 or 50 years of service. 
Officials with 60 or more years of service 
have the chance to be selected for a Vikings 
game-day experience, including pregame 
field access, two tickets to a preselected 
game and concession coupons.

YEARS OF 
SERVICE 
RECOGNITION

CREW OF THE 
MONTH/YEAR



HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS 
FLAG FOOTBALL 
COACH OF THE WEEK
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After each week of high school girls flag football games, two coaches of the week were selected based on 
performance on the field, sportsmanship, and the impact made on their student-athletes. Coaches received two 
tickets to a Vikings preseason game, recognition on social media and Vikings website, and a $1,000 donation to 
the school’s flag football program. 

2025 high school girls flag coach of the week winners
•  Matt Solberg – Proctor High School
•  Ryan Galindo – Minneapolis Washburn High School
•  Brandon Carl – Eagan High School
•  Jon Bakken – Waterville-Elysian-Morristown High School
•  Nick Shriver – Big Lake High School
•  Nathen Jackson – Roseville Area High School
•  Bo Wasurick – Anoka High School
•  Scott Leonard – Park Cottage Grove High School
•  Nick Sullivan – Mahtomedi High School
•  Kimber Scott – Two Rivers High School

coach nick sullivan led the 
Mahtomedi Zephyrs to an undefeated 
inaugural season, including winning the 
state championship tournament. He 
was honored on the field at the Vikings 
preseason game vs the New England 
Patriots on August 16.

high school girls flag 
football coach of the year
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HIGH SCHOOL 
TACKLE FOOTBALL 
COACH OF THE WEEK
After each week of games during the high school football season, the Vikings honor a high school coach of the week. 
Coaches are chosen based on their contribution on the football field, but more importantly, on the impact they make 
within their community and for their student-athletes. In addition to being recognized in local media and on Vikings 
community social media platform, the coach receives two tickets to a Vikings home game, as well as a $1,000 dona-
tion to the school’s football program.

2025 high school tackle coach of the week winners
•	 Joe McPherson – Orono High School
•	 Ray Betton – Shakopee High School
•	 Austin Hackett – Onamia High School
•	 Luke Mitchell – Holdingford High School
•	 Paul Dunn – Albert Lea High School
•	 John Stewart – Spring Lake Park High School
•	 Carson Yaggie – Breckenridge High School
•	 Adam Spurrell – Maple Grove High School
•	 Bill Infanger – Osakis High School
•	 Joel Swanson – Kason – Mantorville High School
•	 Ben Burk – Lakeville South High School

coach “stew” views his role as head football coach 
at Spring Lake Park as a catalyst for something greater. 
For as long as John has held this position, he has sought 
to make a meaningful impact. Many might assume that 
winning football games would be his primary measure of 
success. Not true. Winning is simply a byproduct of all the 
other elements John has worked so diligently to cultivate 
through his leadership.
Coach John Stewart led the 13-0 Spring Lake Park team 

to a 5A state championship. Coach Stewart was honored 
on the field during the Vikings home game against the 
Washington Commanders on December 7th. 

coach of the year: john stewart 
- spring lake park
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midwest college women’s flag league

special olympics unified team

41

7 NCAA institutions formed this historic league.
90% of participants had not played competitive 
or organized football prior.

The likelihood of the athletes to engage in any 
way with the NFL or individual teams increased 
by 25% as a result of playing flag football.

The athletes ranked their experience playing flag 
football a 9.3/10 – more than 1 point higher than 
any other sports they played. 

MIDWEST 
COLLEGE 
WOMEN’S 
FLAG 
LEAGUE

“i have loved playing football my 
whole life with my brother and 
my dad. i had gotten the email 
from our coach, and i could not 
miss this opportunity to play. i 
immediately filled out the form 
and attended the meeting, and i 
am so glad i did because it was the 
best experience of my life.”

COLLEGE AND
ADULT FLAG
PROGRAMS
o v e r v i e w

 – augustana university flag football athlete

“the support from our school, 
community family and friends… 
there was so much excitement and 
joy surrounding this experience.”

– 2025 college women’s flag participant
•	 9.2 out of 10 athlete experience rating

•	 51% of participants did not play another sport 
for their school – those that did rated their 
experience in flag higher than other sports

•	 91% of athletes want to continue participating 
in the sport in some capacity moving forward – 
playing, coaching or officiating
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VIKINGS HELP KICKOFF 
WOMEN’S FLAG FOOTBALL 
LEAGUE WITH HISTORIC 
JAMBOREE

Seven teams gathered on the campus of 
University of Northwestern-St. Paul on 
April 5 to kick off the newly established 
Women’s Flag Football League with the 
first of three scheduled jamborees.

The Vikings, along with the NFL, partnered 

with the initiative and contributed $140,000 

to support the league and participating 

schools: Northwestern, Augsburg University, 

Augustana University (Sioux Falls, South 

Dakota), Concordia College Moorhead, 

Gustavus Adolphus College, Bethel University 

and the University of Wisconsin-Stout.

Despite crisp, Minnesota pseudo-spring 

air, most of the women paired shorts — and 

enthusiastic smiles — with their jerseys.

Vikings Vice President of Social Impact 

Brett Taber joined representatives from 

six of the colleges for a pregame press 

conference. He noted the women’s flag 

league is one of the first of its kind, and 

the largest, in the United States.

“This is really about creating opportunities 

for women and young girls to see themselves 

in the sport of football … and to give them 

opportunities at the post-secondary level,” 

Taber said, adding that the Vikings have now 

committed more than $1 million to supporting 

girls and women’s flag football in the Twin 

Cities and across the region. “I’m honored to 

be joined here by all these institutions and 

these seven schools that have chosen to make 

this a priority in creating opportunities for 

female athletes on their campuses and to help 

[women’s flag football] grow as it becomes a 

sport in the Olympics in 2028.

“We’re excited to see that growth in 

here in the Upper Midwest and to lead 

that charge at the NCAA level,” he added. 

“We as the Vikings organization are just 

honored to be a part of that.”

University of Northwestern Athletic 

Director Matt Hill expressed gratitude to 

the Vikings and NFL and said he and the 

school have been “super excited” about the 

new league and that the energy has shown 

up in the Eagles practices.

“We’re thankful that these other six 

institutions have decided to also start flag 

and get the ball rolling,” Hill said. “It’s only 

going to get bigger and better.”

While some of the women participating in the 

inaugural season play other sports (including 

soccer, basketball and hockey) at their 

respective schools, others registered with less 

athletic experience but just as much fervor.

Augsburg Head Coach Melissa Lee, an ‘04 

graduate and one of the top infielders in 

Auggies softball history, reflected on the 

impact of leading the women’s flag team 

from a grassroots level.

“I have women on my team that have never 

been a part of any team. This is the first 

uniform they’ve ever worn in their life,” Lee 

said. “I think several of our programs this year 

have a lot of dual-sport athletes currently 

competing in another sport on our campuses. 

But my proudest moment was the why — 

‘Why am I doing this? Why am I offering 

this opportunity for the ladies at Augsburg?’ 

It’s for those women that have never worn a 

uniform. They’ve never had the school spirit 

[that comes with] being a part of a team. 

So that was a really important moment for 

me.“The interest is there, the excitement is 

there, and it means a lot,” Lee continued. “I 

asked the ladies if anyone had any experience, 

and what’s the [common] answer? ‘We played 

powderpuff at homecoming our junior and 

senior year [of high school].’

“And that was all it took for me. I said, 

‘You’re in. You’re on team,’ “ she added with 

a laugh. “It’s really exciting to grow the 

sport … and to give them this opportunity. 

For me, being a female and a champion of 

[women’s] sports, I’m just really excited.”

Augustana Head Coach Kiley Coyne 

by lindsey young
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echoed Lee’s sentiments.

Coyne, who also plays semipro football 

for the Sioux Falls Snow Leopards of the 

Women’s Football Alliance, expressed pride 

in continuing to champion women’s sports.

“The good thing about flag football is 

it’s so inclusive. You don’t have to be a 

freak athlete to play flag football,” Coyne 

emphasized. “So these women that came 

in that maybe played softball or basketball 

in high school but didn’t get recruited to 

any university to play that sport, they 

can [play flag football] here. And the NFL 

and the Vikings have really set up a great 

league for us to get that started.”

Coyne is also thankful for the support of 

Vikings fullback and Augustana alum C.J. 

Ham, who has been a long-time proponent of 

girls flag football from the youth league level, 

and she pointed to him as a significant reason 

Augustana (also nicknamed the Vikings) felt 

strongly about joining the women’s league.

“It’s just a such cool connection with 

C.J. … and we wanted to do this in South 

Dakota,” she said.

Just down the road from the University of 

Northwestern, Tavian Swanson works as an 

assistant coach for the Bethel University 

men’s tackle football team and also served 

as the women’s flag head coach.

Swanson explained that while the 

contact element of tackle football 

obviously is removed, there are many 

parallels in coaching approach.

“Now I got to break it down to the basics 

to get these girls ready to go,” he said. 

“That could be just stances, to running … to 

watching the ball, to not watching the ball, 

all these different types of things. I’ve got 

to really break it down to the bare bones and 

build them up from that.

“For me, it’s also a learning experience of 

teaching the women, ‘Hey, you’re not form-

fitting going in for a tackle; you’re form-

fitting going in for a flag,” Swanson noted.

UW-Stout Athletic Director Duey Naatz, 

who coached the school’s team, also 

acknowledged and embraced a learning 

curve along with his players.

“But as [Swanson] mentioned, it’s really 

getting back to the fundamentals,” Naatz 

said. “There are a lot of similar things. 

You’re not wrapping up and taking them 

to the ground, but you still have to break 

down to grab that flag.”

“The great thing about flag football is 

the opportunity to open it up to a new 

demographic of football fans. They talked 

about some of the dual-sport athletes, but 

we see nationally, 50% of girls that play 

flag football don’t participate in any other 

sport because they identify as football 

athletes,” Taber said. “So now we can open 

this up, and that’s going to be a whole 

new generation of players who are playing 

flag football at the high school level, at 

the collegiate level, at one of these seven 

institutions who are hopefully [also going 

to be] interested in watching some of their 

favorite stars on Sundays — Justin Jefferson, 

J.J. McCarthy — and what they’re doing.”

Taber added with a smile: “Hopefully we 

can get some more Vikings fans in the 

Upper Midwest, but I’d like to think that 

we already have them there. Duey will work 

on Wisconsin and see what we can do.”

COLLEGE WOMEN’S 
FLAG CHAMPIONSHIP 
TOURNAMENT
The seven participating institutions convened at TCO Performance Center on Saturday, April 25th to compete for the 
championship trophy in the inaugural College Women’s Flag Championship Tournament. It was an intense and exciting day 
of competition, with the University of Wisconsin-Stout Blue Devils being crowned the champion after the first final game 
match-up against Augustana resulted in a tie. While the Vikings fought hard, the Blue Devils were able to outlast them. 
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VIKINGS & TCO 
ORTHOPEDICS CREATE 
MEMORIES FOR 2025 
UNIFIED FLAG FOOTBALL 
SPECIAL OLYMPIANS
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Food, fellowship and football — just 
as Thanksgiving weekend should be — 
accented by some thrown (and caught) fish.

The 2025 Vikings Unified Flag Football 

Team enjoyed all the above and so much 

more when it visited Seattle Nov. 28-Dec. 1 

for this year’s Unified Bowl.

The Vikings and Twin Cities Orthopedics 

sponsored Special Olympics athletes from 

the Omega Storm who signed contracts 

and met with Vikings Head Coach Kevin 

O’Connell and General Manager Kwesi 

Adofo-Mensah earlier in the fall.

“It adds a new level of excitement to be 

with the pros, and just to promote flag 

football sports amongst all different kinds 

of people is amazing,” said Omega Storm 

Coach Deb Nohr, whose husband Dan and 

son Drew play unified flag football. 

The Vikings Unified team received swag, 

from zip-up hoodies to custom-painted 

kicks, ahead of the trip and participated 

in a press conference and practices at TCO 

Performance Center in advance of the 

Unified Bowl. Brothers Patrick and Sean 

Healy, who were members of the inaugural 

Vikings Unified Team that played in L.A. 

in 2019, attended the press conference to 

encourage this year’s squad.

“It really started with these two right 

here,” said Special Olympics Vice President 

of Development Relations Mark Anderson. 

“Teammates from Rochester helped get 

this to where it is today. It’s turned into a 

partnership between three organizations, 

but it’s turned into a friendship.”

“Let’s keep this going so that everybody that 

looks at Minnesota says, ‘We need to be more 

like the Vikings and include more people of all 

race and adversity,’ ” Anderson added. 

The team also attended a Saturday walk-

through practice by the Vikings in November 

where the group broke down the huddle and 

Jillian Sitarz showed off her selfie-taking 

skills alongside Justin Jefferson.

AN INCREDIBLE JOURNEY
Members of Seattle’s Blue Thunder 

drumline, Seahawks Dancers and mascot 

Blitz helped welcome both squads with 

festivities before the game and at halftime.

Ultimately, the hosting Seahawks-

sponsored team prevailed 36-30, thanks 

to some big touchdown plays and effective 

blitzes down the stretch. The Vikings, 

however, were valiant in their comeback 

effort from deficits of 22-8, 28-14 and 36-24.

With Ray Roberts, a former Seahawks and 

Lions tackle (1992-2000) who now works for 

Special Olympics, and Sidney Rice, a receiver 

with the Vikings (2007-10) and Seahawks 

(2011-13), cheering for both teams, the 

squads lived out the Special Olympics 

athlete oath, “Let me win. But if I cannot 

win, let me be brave in the attempt.”

Minnesota’s Justin Evilsizer scored a 

rushing touchdown just before halftime, 

and teammate and Unified Partner Isaac 

Nelson intercepted Seattle on the opening 

drive of the second half.

Seattle, however, was able to score on 

a 36-yard pass before Minnesota’s Emily 

Schlegel found Andrea Racioppi for a 12-

yard touchdown.

The Seahawks squad struck quickly 

again, breaking free on a 35-yard TD run 

for a 36-24 edge.

Minnesota answered with a 7-yard pass 

from Lauren McCullough to Dan Nohr.

Nelson, a veteran of the Marines and 

fan of Harrison Smith because of the 

safety’s loyalty and consistency, recorded 

his second interception of the game 

with 1:15 remaining. The Seattle squad, 

however, was effective with blitzes to halt 

Minnesota’s final opportunity.

The sportsmanship displayed by both 

sides continued through a jersey swap and 

massive cheers when Evilsizer and a player 

named Sam from Seattle were surprised 

with tickets to Super Bowl LX.

It was an incredible journey for the Vikings 

team, who flew out early the Friday after 

Thanksgiving and arrived in the Emerald 

City in time to attend the Professional 

Women’s Hockey League game between the 

Minnesota Frost and the Seattle Torrent, 

the first home game ever for the franchise, 

which was played in front of a sell-out 

crowd. The Frost topped the Torrent 3-0.

Players and their families enjoyed having 

time to explore Seattle, making their way 

to the famed Pike Place Market, where the 

fresh fish are thrown and caught as part of 

the sights, along with Seattle’s Gum Wall. 

Some athletes ventured to the Space 

Needle on Saturday morning.

While most of the team rode a charter 

bus to the Seahawks headquarters for the 

game, Aaron Clark and his father Kim, an 

assistant coach, were driven by Vikings 

equipment truck driver Terry Pernsteiner 

in the 18-wheeler cab that had transported 

Minnesota’s gear to the Pacific Northwest. 

Upon learning of Aaron’s enthusiasm for 

big trucks, Pernsteiner arranged for the 

special delivery, complete with Aaron 

getting to sit in the driver’s seat and honk 

the horn upon arrival.

The camaraderie of the group was on full 

display during a team lunch. After fueling 

up, the athletes practiced touchdown 

celebrations, including a bowling strike 

that knocked down human pins.

The unified teams attended the NFL 

game between the Vikings and Seahawks 

the following day, and Minnesota’s group 

returned Monday.

Special Olympics Minnesota Corporate 

Relations Manager Kaitlin Mack and 

Senior Sports and Training Manager Derek 

Schiebel were with the travel party.

“We’re so thankful the Vikings have 

brought to the forefront our mission of 

inclusion and truly building on that,” Mack 

said. “We’re focused on the athlete, so 

you’ve got TCO, the Vikings and Special 

Olympics, and we’re working together 

toward inclusion and healthy athletes. 

We want to see our athletes be healthy 

and strong and be included in a space, and 

sports does just that.”

When Schiebel was a high school math 

teacher, he began coaching adaptive sports 

and “fell in love with the community.” 

He now manages competitions, planning 

events year-round with 50 to 1,200 athletes, 

and trains coaches across the state.

“The Unified programming is a really cool 

way to see how change can happen, using 

sports as a vessel. You often hear that 

Special Olympics Minnesota is a sports 

organization. We do sports, and we also 

do a lot more, and it really comes from 

using sports as a vessel, or health as a 

vessel,” Schiebel said. “It’s really all about 

improving, all about change, and whether 

that’s changing mindsets, changing 

actions, having inclusion at the forefront is 

really the big thing.”

by craig peters

meet the 2025 vikings
unified flag football team
check out the favorites for
each player and coach

no. 6 drew nohr
Dessert: Culver’s; Actor: Jack Black; Movie: Minecraft; Pizza 

topping: Sausage; Viking: Justin Jefferson

no. 7 emily schlegel
Game show: Wheel of Fortune; Dessert: Any type of chocolate or 

cheesecake; Actor: Chris Evans or Sebastian Stan; Pizza topping: 

Canadian bacon & pineapple

no. 11 dan nohr
Game show: Match Game; Childhood gift received: A chest that 

belonged to ancestors from Norway; Actor: Jack Nicholson; Pizza 

topping: Supreme; Viking: Kyle Rudolph

no. 12 lauren mccullough
Game show: The Weakest Link; Karaoke song: “We Will Rock 

You”; Actress: Hayden Panettiere or Michelle Trachtenberg; Pizza 

topping: Pickles; Vikings: Adrian Peterson and Justin Jefferson

no. 18 jillian sitarz
Game show: Family Feud; Karaoke song: “Baby” by Justin Bieber; 

Actor: Zac Efron; Pizza topping: Sausage; Viking: Justin Jefferson

no. 30 arianna hawkins
Game show: Family Feud; Karaoke song: “Love is an Open Door” 

from Frozen; Actress: Scarlett Johansson; Childhood gift received: 

A tie blanket with ducks on it; Pizza topping: Pineapple

no. 33 andrea racioppi
Game show: Wipeout; Karaoke song: “Life is a Highway”; 

Childhood gift received: First softball glove; Dessert: Strawberry 

milkshake; Actor: The Rock; Movie: Cars; Viking: Randy Moss

no. 36 justin evilsizer
Game show: The Price is Right; Karaoke song: “Baby” by Justin 

Bieber; Movie: The Greatest Showman; Pizza topping: Cheese; 

Vikings: J.J. McCarthy and Justin Jefferson

no. 42 isaac nelson
Game show: Family Feud; Karaoke song: “I Want It That Way”; 

Actor: Chris Pratt; Movie: Lord of the Rings trilogy; Pizza topping: 

Sausage; Viking: Harrison Smith

no. 55 aaron clark
Game show: Jeopardy!; Childhood gift received: A LEGO movie 

theater; Movie: Bad Guys; Pizza topping: Cheese; Viking: Justin 

Jefferson 

coach deb nohr
Game show: Name That Tune; Childhood gift received: Organ; 

Actor: Hugh Jackman; Movie: When Harry Met Sally; Pizza topping: 

Hawaiian; Viking: Harrison Phillips

coach kim clark
Game show: Hole in the Wall; Childhood gift received: Bike; Actor: 

Johnny Yen; Movie: Avengers Infinity; Pizza topping: Sausage; 

Viking: Randy Moss



positive coaching alliance
In addition to filling a regional board seat, the Vikings partnered with PCA and YMCA of the North to provide 
training sessions for youth sport coaches. These training sessions were critical to elevating coaching quality and 
participant experiences in our Vikings Flag Network, as well as other sport offerings through the YMCA.

glazier clinics
The Minnesota Vikings are proud to support Glazier Clinics by sponsoring the annual Minneapolis clinic and 
providing access to educational sessions and Glazier Drive resources to youth and high school football coaches 
around the region. In addition to sponsoring the clinic, Vikings Legend Todd Bouman made an appearance to 
take photos and sign autographs for attendees. 

VIKINGS GRATEFUL FOR 
CONTINUED PARTNERSHIP 
WITH MINNESOTA FOOTBALL 
COACHES ASSOCIATION 

The Vikings are all about football. 
At the NFL level, of course, with players and 

coaches working tirelessly to field their best 

product on game days. 

But the Vikings organization also is 

committed to growing the sport of football 

at the grassroots level — something 

they couldn’t do as effectively without 

a longstanding partnership with the 

Minnesota Football Coaches Association. 

Vikings Director of Youth & High School 

Football Joe Rush and Coordinator of Youth 

& High School Football Emily Weinberg 

emphasized a deep, shared commitment 

to growing and strengthening the game 

across Minnesota.  

Weinberg expressed appreciation for MFCA 

and its support of football for all. 

“The MFCA has played a pivotal role not 

only in the tackle football space, but in 

the rapid expansion of high school girls 

flag football statewide, resulting in more 

opportunities for girls and women to 

contribute to the growth of the game at all 

levels,” Weinberg said. 

The Minnesota Football Coaches 

Association is well known throughout the 

state and nation for its action and impact, 

including hosting an annual all-star game, 

youth football and coach clinics, multiple 

award recognitions and “Tackle Cancer,” 

a campaign that each year raises money 

for the Randy Shaver Cancer Research and 

Community Fund. MFCA Assistant Executive 

Director Dave Nelson chairs Tackle Cancer, 

which has raised $4.1 million over the past 13 

years thanks to the buy-in of communities 

around Minnesota. Take, for instance, the 

humble town of Randolph, population 458, 

which raised a record $70,000 in 2024.

MFCA Executive Director Ron Stolski, who 

coached high school football in Brainerd for 

46 years and whose overall coaching career 

spanned 58, has watched the association 

grow into what it is today and credits the 

Vikings for helping it continue its impact.

“We have acquired a number of 

sponsorships, but none is more valuable or 

appreciated than the Minnesota Vikings. 

They have been wonderful to us in every 

way,” said Stolski, who has served in his 

current role for two decades. “What the 

Vikings have done for us is immeasurable 

in terms of financial contribution and 

support in all the things that we do.” 

Stolski pointed out the Vikings sponsor 

the annual Mr. Football banquet, which 

honors elite high school athletes across 

the state, and are consistently willing to 

support various fundraisers and initiatives. 

“All that the Vikings do, we appreciate all 

of their entrances into Minnesota football 

at the youth level and all others,” Stolski 

said. “To say they are a valuable partner 

would be understating it. We couldn’t be 

who we are and what we are without the 

Minnesota Vikings.”

Added Nelson: “Just to have that 

Vikings logo associated with our work 

goes a long, long way.” 

As the Vikings and the MFCA wrapped up 

2025, they look forward to many, many years 

of continued success supporting one another. 

“Our mantra is, we call ourselves the 

‘keepers of the game,’ ” Stolski said. 

“And I think the Vikings are the keepers 

of the game, as well. I don’t want to 

denigrate any other college or program, 

but nobody, nobody pays attention to the 

community, to the kids in the community, 

to the parents in the community, like the 

Minnesota Vikings.” 

Rush reiterated the Vikings are proud to 

stand alongside the MFCA in its mission. 

“Together, we’ve been able to honor 

the extensive legacy of Minnesota high 

school football while also creating new 

opportunities for future generations,” Rush 

said. “Our shared commitment continues 

to strengthen the game and its impact 

across Minnesota.”

by lindsey young
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mshsl
The Minnesota Vikings maintain a strong and impactful 
partnership with the Minnesota State High School League, working 
collaboratively to support and elevate high school football across the 
state. Together, we lead several key initiatives, including Prep Bowl 
sponsorship and hosting at U.S. Bank Stadium, officials’ years of 
service recognition, the annual officiating clinic at TCO Performance 
Center, and the NFHS Officiating Crew of the Month and Year 
programs. Our partnership has also extended to include girls flag 
football, where we have built a strong working relationship to help 
establish a clear and sustainable path toward sanctioning.

let’s play football
The Minnesota Vikings value a strong partnership with Let’s Play 
Football that helps amplify and celebrate youth and high school 
football across the state. Together, we collaborate on key initiatives 
such as Coach of the Week and Coach of the Year recognition, 
as well as impactful content series highlighting both tackle and 
flag programs. This partnership also plays an important role in 
identifying timely stories and human-interest moments that deserve 
greater visibility, further strengthening the voice and reach of the 
football community in Minnesota.
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OUR STRATEGIC PILLARS
FOOTBALL

win superbowls

FANS
provide a world class fan experience

COMMUNITY
use our platform for positive impact

LEGACY
build upon our legacy
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