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Each year, approximately 250,000 fans from all over the world visit the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 
Canton, Ohio. The museum’s guest register reveals that in a year’s time, visitors come from all fifty 
states and from sixty to seventy foreign countries. 

Many wonder why the Hall of Fame is located in this small northeast Ohio city. Often, museums are 
built in locations that have historical significance to their subject matter. The Pro Football Hall of Fame 
is no exception. Canton’s ties to pro football began long before the Hall of Fame was built in 1963. On 
September 17, 1920, a meeting was held in an automobile showroom in downtown Canton. It was at 
this time that the American Professional Football Association was formed. Two years later, the league 
changed its name to the National Football League.

Today, fans follow teams like the Dallas Cowboys, San Francisco 
49ers, and the Miami Dolphins. But, in 1920, none of those 
teams existed. Rather, the NFL had teams like the Columbus 
Panhandles, Dayton Triangles, Rochester Jeffersons, and the 
Canton Bulldogs.

The Canton Bulldogs were the first real pro football 
powerhouse. They won the NFL title in 1922 and 1923 making 
them the league’s first two-time champion.

They were a strong team even before the NFL began because 
of their star player Jim Thorpe. Thorpe, a Native American 
Indian, was a tremendous athlete. Not only did he play pro 
football but he played pro baseball and won two gold medals in 
the 1912 Olympic Games. Even today, he is considered to 
be one of the world’s greatest athletes of all time.

While the Bulldogs are no longer around, pro football 
remembers its early days in Canton, Ohio. Visitors, young and 
old, enjoy the story of pro football’s history in the city where 
the NFL began!

Canton, Ohio and the National Football 
League

The Legendary Jim Thorpe
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Who Was Jim Thorpe?

It seems that whenever stories are written about an all-time pro football great, Jim Thorpe’s name 
comes up. Jim Thorpe was born in a one-room cabin in Prague, Oklahoma, on May 28, 1888. Though he 
had some Irish and French blood, he was mostly of Sac and Fox Indian heritage. In fact, his Indian name 
was Wa-Tho-Huk, which means Bright Path.

Though football was his first love, he gained his greatest fame as a track star, winning the decathlon 
and pentathlon events in the 1912 Olympics, held in Stockholm, Sweden. King Gustav V of Sweden told 
Thorpe, as he presented him with his medals, “Sir, you are the greatest athlete in the world.” But soon 
afterward, Thorpe was stripped of his records and medals when it was learned that he had played minor 
league baseball for money in 1911. In 1984 the Olympic Committee decided that this was an unfair 
interpretation of the then Olympic rules and restored his records and returned his medals to his family.

In 1915, Thorpe’s great abilities and fame led Jack Cusack to offer him $250 a game to play football for 
the Canton Bulldogs. While that may not sound like much, it was twice as much as most players were 
making back then. Even Cusack’s friends warned him that he was paying Thorpe too much. Just the 
same, Thorpe was everything Cusack had hoped he would be -- a great player and a gate attraction. 
After missing the first two games of the 1916 season because he was playing pro baseball for the New 
York Giants, Thorpe joined the Canton squad. With Jim playing halfback, the Bulldogs were unofficial 
World Champions in 1916, 1917 and 1919. (The Bulldogs’ championships are said to be unofficial since 
no organized pro league existed at the time.)

Many old-timers who actually played against Thorpe claimed he was the toughest man ever to play 
the game. Legend says that Jim would drop-kick a field goal from the 50-yard line, then turn and kick 
another 50-yarder in the opposite direction with perfect results-just to show off. Others say he could 
punt a ball the length of the field. Both are probably exaggerations. In any case, there is no doubt that 
Thorpe was a superb athlete. All accounts suggest he could run with speed and bruising power. He 
could pass and catch passes with the best. He could kick with accuracy and strength. And, of course, as 
players did back then, he played defense too.

By the time the NFL was organized in 1920, the thirty-two-year-old Thorpe, who was already past his 
athletic prime, was unanimously voted the league’s charter president. However, he managed to play 
eight NFL seasons with six different teams and his gate appeal continued. Though at times he sparkled 
like the Thorpe of old, he never really excelled as much in the NFL as he had in his earlier career. In 
1928, at the age of forty he finally called it quits. In 1950, the nation’s press honored Thorpe by naming 
him the most outstanding athlete of the first fifty years of the twentieth century. In 1963, he was elected 
a charter member of the Pro Football Hall of Fame.

Source: Excerpt from The Official Pro Football Hall of Fame Answer Book by Joe Horrigan, Simon & 
Shuster Inc., 1990.

If you would like to know more about Jim Thorpe, a good book to read is Jim
Thorpe by Bob Wheeler (University of Oklahoma Press, 1979).



FOOTBALL FACTS AND FIGURES

ProFootballHOF.com Pro Football Hall of Fame Youth & EducationFF3

Gridiron Terminology

Audible: A change in plays shouted in code by the quarterback at the line of scrimmage.
Blitz: A pass rush by one or more linebackers and/or defensive backs.
Crossbar: The horizontal bar of a goal post over which a field-goal or extra point kick 

must go.

Defense: The team without possession of the football.
Draft: How college players are picked for the pros. The worst team from the previous 

year receives the first pick in the draft, the best receives the final pick in each 
round.

End Zone: The 10-yard deep area behind the goal line. You score touchdowns by getting 
into the end zone with the ball.

Field Goal: A scoring kick worth three points, it may be attempted from anywhere on the field.
Fumble: A dropped ball by a player who had possession of the football. A fumble can 

generally be advanced by any player who picks it up.

Goal Post: The structures centered at the back of the end zone on either end of the field. 
They are used as the targets for field goal and extra-point kickers.

Hang Time: The amount of time the ball stays in the air after it was punted.
Interception: When a defensive player catches a pass intended for the offensive player.
Interference: When a defensive player inhibits, by the way of illegal contact, a receiver’s ability

to run a pass pattern or catch. It is an automatic first down at the spot of the penalty.
Lateral: A sideways or backwards toss of the ball to another player.
Line of 
Scrimmage: 

An imaginary line that runs across the field where the ball is placed at
the beginning of the play.

Motion: The lateral movement of one running back or receiver before the ball is snapped.
Offense: The team with possession of the football.
Pocket: The area of protection for a quarterback formed by his blockers.
Quarter: A 15-minute playing period; four quarters make up a game.
Rookie: A player in his first season of professional football.
Safety: When a player is tackled in his own end zone with the football. It is worth

two points for the opposing team.

Uprights: The vertical poles of a goal post through which an extra-point or a field 
goal kick must pass.

Veteran: A player with at least one year of professional playing experience.
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National Football League

American Football Conference
National Football League, 345 Park Avenue, New York, New York 10154

Baltimore Ravens
1 Winning Drive
Owings Mills, Maryland 21117
(410) 701-4000

Kansas City Chiefs
Univ. of Kansas Health System Training Complex
One Arrowhead Drive
Kansas City, Missouri 64129
(816) 920-9300

Buffalo Bills
One Bills Drive
Orchard Park, New York 14127-2296
(716) 648-1800

Las Vegas Raiders
Intermountain Healthcare Perf. Center & HQ
1475 Raiders Way
Henderson, Nevada 89052
(510) 864-5000

Cincinnati Bengals
1 PayCor Stadium
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202-3492
(513) 621-3550

Los Angeles Chargers
One Charger Way
El Segundo, California 90245
(714) 540-7100

Cleveland Browns
76 Lou Groza Boulevard
Berea, Ohio 44017
(440) 891-5000

Miami Dolphins
Baptist Health Training Complex
20000 NW 27th Ave.
Miami Gardens, Florida 33056
(954) 452-7000

Denver Broncos
13655 Broncos Parkway
Englewood, Colorado 80112
(303) 649-9000

New England Patriots
Gillette Stadium
One Patriot Place
Foxborough, Massachusetts 02035
(508) 543-8200

Houston Texans
Two NRG Park
Houston, Texas 77054
(832) 667-2000

New York Jets
1 Jets Drive
Florham Park, New Jersy 07932
(973) 549-4800

Indianapolis Colts
P.O. Box 535000
Indianapolis, Indiana 46253
(317) 297-2658

Pittsburgh Steelers
3400 South Water Street
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15203
(412) 432-7800

Jacksonville Jaguars
Everbank Stadium
1EverBank Stadium Drive
Jacksonville, Florida 32202
(904) 633-6000

Tennessee Titans
460 Great Circle Road
Nashville, Tennessee 37228
(615) 565-4000

Compiled from 2025 NFL Record and Fact Book
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National Football Conference
National Football League, 345 Park Avenue, New York, New York 10154

Dignity Health AZ Cardinals Training Center
8701 S. Hardy Drive
Tempe, Arizona 85284
(602) 379-0101

Minnesota Vikings
2600 Vikings Circle
Eagan, Minnesota 55121
(952) 828-6500

Atlanta Falcons
4400 Falcon Parkway
Flowery Branch, Georgia 30542
(770) 965-3115

New Orleans Saints
Ochsner Sports Performance Center
5800 Airline Drive
Metairie, Louisiana 70003
(504) 733-0255

Carolina Panthers
800 South Mint Street
Charlotte, North Carolina 28202-1502
(704) 358-7000

New York Giants
Quest Diagnostics Training Center
1925 Giants Drive
East Rutherford, New Jersey 07073
(201) 935-8111

Chicago Bears
Halas Hall 
1920 Football Drive
Lake Forest, Illinois 60045
(847) 295-6600

Philadelphia Eagles
NovaCare Complex
One NovaCare Way
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19145
(215) 463-2500

Dallas Cowboys
The Star in Frisco
1 Cowboys Way
Frisco, Texas 75034
(972) 497-4900

San Francisco 49ers
4949 Marie P. DeBartolo Way
Santa Clara, California 95054
(408) 562-4949

Detroit Lions
222 Republic Drive
Allen Park, Michigan 48101
(313) 216-4000

Seattle Seahawks
Virginia Mason Athletic Center
12 Seahawks Way
Renton, Washington 98056
(425) 203-8000

Green Bay Packers
Lambeau Field Atrium
1265 Lombardi Avenue
Green Bay, Wisconsin 54304
(920) 569-7500

Tampa Bay Buccaneers
AdventHealth Training Center
One Buccaneer Place
Tampa, Florida 33607
(813) 870-2700

Los Angeles Rams
6100 N. Owensmouth Ave.
Woodland Hills, California 91367

Washington Commanders
OrthoVirginia Training Center at Commanders Park 
21300 Coach Gibbs Drive
Ashburn, Virginia 20147
(703) 726-7000

Compiled from 2025 NFL Record and Fact Book

National Football League
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Team Colors

Arizona Cardinals
Cardinal Red, Black and White

Las Vegas Raiders
Silver and Black

Atlanta Falcons
Black, Red, Silver and White

Los Angeles Rams
Rams Royal and Sol

Baltimore Ravens
Black, Purple and Metallic Gold

Los Angles Chargers
Powder Blue, Sunshine Gold, White, Navy

Buffalo Bills
Royal, Red, White and Navy

Miami Dolphins
Aqua, Orange and White

Carolina Panthers
Black, Panther Blue and Silver

Minnesota Vikings
Purple, Gold and White

Chicago Bears
Navy Blue, Orange and White

New England Patriots
Blue, Red, Silver and White

Cincinnati Bengals
Black, Orange and White

New Orleans Saints
Old Gold, Black and White

Cleveland Browns
Brown, Orange, and White

New York Giants
Blue, Red and White

Dallas Cowboys
Royal Blue, Metallic Silver, Blue and White

New York Jets
Green and White

Denver Broncos
Sunset Orange, Midnight Navy and Summit White

Philadelphia Eagles
Midnight Green, Silver, Black and White

Detroit Lions
Honolulu Blue and Silver

Pittsburgh Steelers
Black and Gold

Green Bay Packers
Dark Green, Gold and White

San Francisco 49ers
49ers Gold and 49ers Red

Houston Texans
Deep Steel Blue, Battle Red, Liberty White and H-Town Blue

Seattle Seahawks
College Navy, Wolf Grey and Action Green

Indianapolis Colts
Royal Blue and White

Tampa Bay Buccaneers
Red, Pewter, Orange and Black

Jacksonville Jaguars
Teal, Black and Gold

Tennessee Titans
Navy, Titans Blue, Red and Silver

Kansas City Chiefs
Red, Gold and White

Washington Commanders
Burgundy and Gold

List Compiled from 2025 NFL Record and Fact Book
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Football Facts

NFL Players are numbered according to their position:
1-19 Quarterbacks & Kickers
20-49 Running Backs & Defensive Backs
50-59 Centers & Linebackers
60-79 Defensive & Interior Offensive Linemen
80-89 Wide Receivers & Tight Ends
90-99 Defensive Linemen

Scoring

Touchdown= 6 points
Field Goal = 3 points
Safety = 2 points
Extra point = 1 point
Two Point Conversion = 2 points

Game Time

Typical Game: 60 minutes
Quarters: 4 quarters 15 minutes each
Halftime: 12 minutes
Over Time: 15 minutes
Time Out: 110 seconds
Play Clock: 40 seconds

Conferences

The NFL is divided into two conferences.

American Football Conference (AFC)
&

National Football Conference (NFC)

Officials
There are seven officials on the field to enforce, assess, signal penalties and keep game time.

1. Referee 2. Umpire 3. Head Linesman 4. Line Judge
5. Field Judge 6. Side Judge 7. Back Judge

The Field
The field measures 120 yards long, 100 yards from goal line to goal line, with a 10 yard deep end
zone at each end. The field is 53 1/3 yards wide (160 feet). NFL fields have either grass, Astroturf,

or field turf playing surface.
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2025-2026 NFL Schedule 
** All Times Are Eastern **

Compiled from 2025 NFL 
Record & Fact Book
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2025-2026 NFL Schedule 
** All Times Are Eastern **

Compiled from 2025 NFL 
Record & Fact Book
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Football Bingo

•	 Distribute a bingo card to each student.
•	 Distribute the corresponding football shapes and have students color and cut them out for marking 

their cards.
•	 The card can be used for a variety of football learning and the students will love it.
•	 Examples:

*	 Have students write NFL team nicknames on the board and the teacher calls out the city. This can 
also be done the opposite way.

*	 From a selected list label each square on the board with a football term. The teacher reads a 
	 definition and they must match the correct term with the definition.
*	 List NFL states on the board and the teacher calls the capital of those states.

•	 Have students help decide the type of Bingo, vertical, horizontal, four corners, whole board, etc.
•	 HAVE FUN!

B I N G O
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Football Bingo
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Touchdown Trivia
How many questions can you answer correctly without looking up the answers?

15-20 You are the Super Bowl MVP 10-15 You are on a Super Bowl Team
  5-10 You made the Playoffs 0- 5 Get back on the Practice Field.

Good Luck!
1.	 What is the color of a referee’s flag?

2.	 What does a football player wear on his head?

3.	 What is the name of the position that kicks the extra point?

4.	 Name the word for a perfectly thrown pass.

5.	 In England and many other countries’ “football” is the name for this sport. (Think of The World Cup.)

6.	 Who won Super Bowl LIX?

7.	 What is the maximum number of players a football team can have on the field?

8.	 What do the letters NFL stand for?

9.	 TD is the abbreviation for what word that scores you six points in the game?

10.	 What is the NFL championship game called?

11.	 After whom is the Super Bowl trophy named?

12.	 After whom is the Super Bowl MVP trophy named?

13.	 True or False: A football field is 100 yards long from goal line to goal line?

14.	 How many points is a field goal worth?

15.	 How many quarters are there in a football game? How many minutes is each quarter?

16.	 What do the letters AFC and NFC stand for?

17.	 Which four teams have won at least five Super Bowls each?

18.	 Dan Marino played for what team? What position did he play?

19.	 Patrick Mahomes plays for the Kansas City Chiefs. What position does he play?

20.	 How long does a player have to be retired before he is eligible for the Pro Football Hall of Fame?
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Touchdown Trivia
1.	 Yellow
2.	 Helmet
3.	 Kicker
4.	 Spiral
5.	 Soccer
6.	 Philadelphia Eagles
7.	 Eleven
8.	 National Football League
9.	 Touchdown
10.	 Super Bowl
11.	 Vince Lombardi
12.	 Pete Rozelle
13.	 True
14.	 3
15.	 4, 15 minutes each
16.	 American Football Conference 

National Football Conference 
17.	 San Francisco 49ers

Dallas Cowboys
Pittsburgh Steelers
New England Patriots

18.	 Quarterback, Miami Dolphins
19.	 Quarterback
20.	 Five years

Answer Key
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