
As the Raiderettes take the field for their annual Salute to Service game, one member 
stands out for her deeply personal tribute: Madisyn. This season marks her debut as a 
Raiderette, and she is dedicating this significant occasion to her grandfather, Merrel 
Franklin Adams, a distinguished veteran of the United States Marine Corps.

Merrel Franklin Adams enlisted as a Private and dedicated his life to serving his country, 
ultimately retiring as a Lieutenant Colonel. His military career is marked by bravery and 
resilience; as an A4 Skyhawk pilot, he faced the harrowing experience of being shot down 
in South Vietnam. Surrounded by enemy fire, he was successfully rescued, an event that 
earned him the Purple Heart for his injuries and valor. His continued dedication to service 
was recognized through numerous accolades, including the Distinguished Flying Cross, 
the Bronze Star Medal, and the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal. Each of 
these honors reflect his courage and commitment to his fellow Marines and the ideals 
of freedom and duty.

Madisyn shares the pride she feels in her grandfather’s legacy. “It is such an honor 
to represent him and all veterans today,” she expresses. This Salute to Service game 

is not just about performing for Madisyn; it is a heartfelt way to pay tribute to the 
sacrifices made by her grandfather and countless others who have served in the 

armed forces.

In her role as a Raiderette, Madisyn is excited about the opportunity to 
connect with fans and fellow veterans. “Today is a chance for me to share 

my grandfather’s story and the sacrifices he made,” she says. The 
Raiderettes will be performing in front of a crowd that appreciates the 

significance of military service, and Madisyn’s heartfelt tribute adds 
a personal touch to the festivities.

Beyond her dedication to honoring her grandfather, Madisyn is 
passionate about dance and teaching. As a dance instructor and 

choreographer for six years, she has dedicated herself to nurturing 
the talents of her students, helping them achieve their dreams one 

step at a time. “My students inspire me!” she shares. “Seeing them 
work hard to make their dreams come true pushes me to reach my goals 

and be the best role model I can be.” This commitment to teaching fuels 
her passion for performance and being part of the Raiderettes allows her to 

blend both worlds.

Living in Las Vegas, one of her favorite cities, adds an exciting dimension to her role. 
“There is always something new and exciting popping up,” she says, reflecting on the 
vibrant culture and entertainment scene. Madisyn’s goal is to experience everything the 
city has to offer, and performing in front of enthusiastic crowds is at the top of her list.

While on the field for this week’s Salute to Service matchup, Madisyn carries with her the 
spirit of her grandfather and the pride of the Raiderettes. “I can’t wait to dance with my 
team and celebrate our heroes,” she says enthusiastically. Her dedication to honoring her 
grandfather’s remarkable contributions to the United States Marine Corps through dance 
is a beautiful reminder of the sacrifices made by so many for the freedoms we enjoy today.

In a city known for its glitz and glamour, Madisyn embodies the spirit of a true Raiderette 
–dedicated, passionate, and always striving for greatness. As she performs today, she not 
only showcases her talent but also pays tribute to a hero, inspiring others to remember and 
honor those who have served.
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