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GOLDMINE
• During Week 13 of the 2020 

season, 49ers players wore 
custom cleats as a part of 
the NFL’s annual My Cause, 
My Cleats campaign. John-
son and his teammates 
highlighted their respective 
causes, with Johnson repre-
senting the Lucile Packard 
Children’s Hospital.

• During the 2016 offseason, 
Johnson formed a spe-
cial relationship with Will 
Randleman, a young man 
who suffered a traumatic 
neck injury while playing 
youth football in the Bay 
Area. Initially, Johnson was 
expecting his visit with Will 
to be a somber one. How-
ever, he was greeted by 
something unexpected. “He 
was in such amazing spirits. 
When I was talking to him, I 
saw his passion and love for 
football. We connected over 
that,” said Johnson. When 
Johnson visits Will, the two talk about the injury, but also go much 
deeper into their friendship. “We’re friends now. It’s amazing that 
we’ve opened up to each other. I’ve honestly learned so much 
from him,” Johnson continued. “His attitude has really made me 
cherish and value the opportunity that I have. I just want to help 
any way I can and let him know he’s not fighting this alone.”

• In honor of the NFL’s Crucial 
Catch campaign, the 49ers 
hosted a fashion show in Oc-
tober of 2017, featuring breast 
cancer and pediatric cancer 
warriors in apparel donated 
by Levi’s®. Johnson, along with 
his 49ers teammates, walked 
the runway with cancer war-
riors as they shared their sto-
ries of strength and courage 
with the audience.
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DONTAE JOHNSON

JOHNSON’S GOLDEN NUGGETS
• His first name is pronounced don-TAY.

• When he got the call that he was being drafted by the 49ers, 
San Francisco’s 2014 first-round draft pick DB Jimmie Ward 
was one of the first phone calls that he received to congratu-
late him and tell him how excited he was that the two were 
going to be teammates. Ward and Johnson were roommates at 
the 2014 Senior Bowl.

• During the 2017 offseason, Johnson visited Langston Hughes 
Elementary School in East Orange, NJ in an effort to speak to 
the students and share his words of wisdom. Said Johnson, 
“We all have a dream and what you decide to do to get there is 
your choice. Make the best of it!”

2020
Date Opp  W/L P/S Tot Sol Ast Sk Yds Int Yds PD FF FR Yds 
   SIGNED TO SF PRACTICE SQUAD ON 9/6
   PROMOTED TO SF ACTIVE ROSTER ON 9/12
Sep 13 Arz L 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
   REVERTED BACK TO SF PRACTICE SQUAD ON 9/14
   PROMOTED TO SF ACTIVE ROSTER ON 9/16
Sep 20 at NYJ W 1/0 1 1 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Sep 27 at NYG W 1/0 1 1 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 1 0 0 0
Oct 4 Phi L 1/1 3 2 1 0.0 0.0 0 0 1 0 0 0
Oct 11 Mia L - -  INACTIVE (Groin) - - - - - -
Oct 18 LAR W - -  INACTIVE (Groin) - - - - - -
Oct 25 at NE W 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Nov 1 at Sea L 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Nov 5 GB L 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Nov 15 at NO L 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Nov 29 at LAR W 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Dec 7 Buf L 1/1 7 6 1 0.0 0.0 0 0 1 0 0 0
Dec 13 Was L 1/1 3 2 1 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Dec 20 at Dal L 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Dec 26 at Arz W 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Jan 3 Sea               
TOTALS   13/3 15 12 3 0.0 0.0 0 0 3 0 0 0

JOHNSON’S GAME-BY-GAME

GOLDMINE (CONTINUED)
• Johnson, a sports management and business administration ma-

jor, spent the summer prior to his senior year as a sports market-
ing intern with French West Vaughan, a marketing/public relations 
firm based out of Raleigh, NC. During his internship, he worked 
with some high-profile athletes and clients which provided great 
experience. “I actually got to do a few things with MoGo, the fla-
vored mouthpiece that [former 49ers QB] Colin [Kaepernick] 
wears. I did that and then I did a few things for [Cincinnati Bengals 
DT] Geno Atkins, getting him some suits for the ESPY’s.” Johnson 
believes if he weren’t a professional football player, that he had 
found his calling in sports marketing. He said, “That was definitely 
something I would do. Just the interaction with players and busi-
nesses, I felt like that was cool.”
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• The 49ers partnered with Furry Friends Pet Assisted Therapy 
Services for animal therapy, while providing confidence building 
activities for students in the Leland High School special needs pro-
gram in an effort to erase the stigma attached to special needs. 
Johnson and his teammates spent time with students with autism, 
mental illness and learning disabilities as they play board games, 
working on social skills including conversational queues and eye 
contact through the hands-on activity. Players will also partner 
with animal therapy dogs to uplift students through one-on-one 
interactions. “Our job is a day-to-day job,” said Johnson. “Some-
thing like this allows you to be a human again. You can put work 
to the side. When it’s all said and done, this world should be about 
helping people. And everyone being respectful to each other, re-
gardless of differences of race or ethnicity. That’s what drives me 
to be out here. It brings me joy.”

• As part of Salute to Service 
Month, Johnson, along 
with his teammates  and 
general manager, John 
Lynch, visited the USO of-
fice at the San Jose Mili-
tary Entrance Processing 
Station to spend time with 
military applicants and 
their families as they took 
the Oath of Enlistment and 
shipped off to basic train-
ing.

GOLDMINE (CONTINUED)
• NFL players once again had the chance to share the causes that 

are important to them during all Week 13 games of 2017, as part 
of the NFL’s My Cause, My Cleats campaign. The initiative was a 
culmination of collaborative work between the NFL and players 
across the league. Johnson supported Lucile Packard Children’s 
Hospital for My Cause, My Cleats, where he is an active volunteer. 
“After connecting with a child undergoing treatment at the hospi-
tal, I realized these diseases affect the whole family,” said Johnson. 
“My message to the children in treatment and their families: Your 
courageous fight and perseverance do not go unnoticed!”

• In October of 2017,  the 49ers partnered with Bags of Fun to deliv-
er backpacks to children undergoing treatment at Lucile Packard 
Children’s Hospital. Each bag was personalized with educational, 
interactive and fun toys to provide joy, laughter and relief from the 
stress and anxiety of being in the hospital. Johnson and his team-
mates spent time with patients receiving Bags of Fun and other 
families in the hospital to uplift them during a difficult time. 
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JOHNSON’S CAREER STATISTICS

Total Tackles: Regular Season - 9 at Ind. (10/8/17)
Solo: Regular Season - 8 at Ind. (10/8/17)
Assists: Regular Season - 3 vs. Arz. (12/28/14)

Interceptions: Regular Season - 1 (2 times) Last vs. Jax. (12/24/17)
Passes Defensed: Regular Season - 2 (5 times) Last at Arz. (10/1/17)

JOHNSON’S CAREER HIGHS

JOHNSON’S TRANSACTIONS

Originally the second of two 4th-round (129th overall) draft choices by SF in 2014...Signed a one-year deal with Sea. on 4/11/18...Placed on the Active/Physi-
cally Unable to Perform List on 7/26/18...Activated from the Active/Unable to Perform List on 8/3/18...Placed on the Injured Reserve List on 9/8/18...Released 
by Sea. on 9/27/18...Signed a one-year deal with Buf. on 10/2/18...Released by Buf. on 10/30/18...Signed a one-year deal with Arz. on 11/27/18...Released by 
Arz. on 12/18/18...Signed a one-year deal with KC on 2/26/19...Released by KC on 5/20/19...Signed a one-year deal with SF on 5/28/19...Released by SF on 
8/30/19...Signed a one-year with LAC on 9/11/19...Released by LAC on 9/28/19...Signed a one-year deal with SF on 10/3/19...Released by SF on 11/11/19...
Signed a one-year deal with SF on 12/11/19...Re-signed with SF on a one-year deal on 4/13/20...Released by SF on 9/5/20...Signed to SF practice squad on 
9/6/20...Promoted to SF active roster on 9/12/20...Reverted back to SF practice squad on 9/14/20...Promoted to SF active roster on 9/16/20.

 TACKLES INTERCEPTIONS FUMBLES
YEAR TEAM GP GS   TOT   SOL  AST  SACKS  YDS  INT   YDS  LG  TD  PD FF   FR YDS 
2014 SF 16 3 31 19 12 0.0 0.0 1 20 20t 1 6 0 0 0
2015 SF 16 3 31 23 8 0.0 0.0 0 0 - 0 5 0 0 0
2016 SF 15 0 11 10 1 0.0 0.0 0 0 - 0 3 0 0 0
2017 SF 16 16 76 68 8 0.0 0.0 1 50 50t 1 7 0 0 0
2018 SEA/BUF/ARZ 1 0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 - 0 5 0 0 0
2019 SF/LAC 9 0 2 2 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 - 0 0 0 0 0
2020 SF 13 3 15 12 3 0.0 0.0 0 0 - 0 3 0 0 0
TOTALS  86 25 166 134 32 0.0 0.0 2 70 50t 2 24 0 0 0

PLAYOFFS
 TACKLES INTERCEPTIONS FUMBLES

YEAR TEAM GP GS   TOT   SOL  AST  SACKS  YDS  INT   YDS  LG  TD  PD FF   FR YDS 
2019 SF 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 - 0 0 0 0 0
TOTALS  0 0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 - 0 0 0 0 0

Additional Statistics:
Special Teams Tackles - 28: 2014 (6); 2015 (6); 2016 (4); 2017 (1); 2019 (3); 2020 (8)
Special Teams Fumble Recoveries - 2: 2015 (2) 
Blocked Field Goals - 1: 2015 (1)
Punt Returns - 1: 2016 (1) 
Punt Return Yards - 25: 2016 (25) 

Milestones: 
NFL Debut: at Dal. (9/7/14); First Start: at Sea. (12/14/14); First INT: Regular Season - at StL (10/13/14 - QB Austin Davis); First INT Returned for a TD: 
Regular Season - at StL (10/13/14 - QB Austin Davis - 20 yds.)



SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS2020 MEDIA GUIDE

2019 (LOS ANGELES CHARGERS/SAN FRANCIS-
CO)

• Played in 9 games and registered 2 tackles and 3 special teams 
tackles.

2018 (SEATTLE/BUFFALO/ARIZONA)
• Spent the first 3 games with Sea. on the Injured Reserve List prior 

to being released on 9/27. Later signed with Buf. and appeared in 
1 game and was released on 10/30. Was inactive for 3 games after 
signing with Arz. on 11/27 and was released by the team on 12/18.

• Made his season debut with Buf. at Ind. (10/21), his only game ac-
tion on the season.

2017 (SAN FRANCISCO)
• Started all 16 games and registered career highs in tackles (76) 

and PDs (7). Also had 1 INT that he returned 50 yds. for a TD.
• Picked off Jaguars QB Blake Bortles and returned the pass 50 yds. 

for a TD vs. Jax. (12/24). It marked his 2nd career INT and 2nd INT 
for a TD (10/13/14 at StL – 20-yd. TD). His pick-6 was the 1st for the 
49ers since DB Jimmie Ward tallied one at Chi. (12/6/15).

2016 (SAN FRANCISCO)
• Appeared in 15 games and totaled 11 tackles and 3 PDs while 

adding 4 special teams tackles.

2015 (SAN FRANCISCO)
• Appeared in all 16 games (3 starts) for the 2nd consecutive season 

and totaled 31 tackles with 5 PDs.
• Tied his career high with 7 tackles and 2 PDs vs. Atl. (11/8).

2014 (SAN FRANCISCO)
• Played in 16 games (3 starts) and registered 21 tackles, 1 INT, which 

was returned for a TD, and 6 PDs.
• Picked off Rams QB Austin Davis late in the 4th qtr. and returned it 

20 yds. for a TD, sealing the victory at StL (10/13). It marked John-
son’s 1st career INT and TD and he became only the 7th rookie in 
franchise history to accomplish that feat, and 1st since CB Jason 
Webster in 2000 [70 yds. vs. Atl. (11/19/00)].

• Broke up a pass by Giants QB Eli Manning late in the 4th qtr. at the 
goal line that was intercepted by LB Chris Borland at NYG (11/16).

COLLEGE
 Played in 50 games (28 starts) and totaled 217 tackles, 3 INTs, 4.0 

sacks, 2 FFs, 10 PDs and 7.5 TFLs for the Wolfpack. As a senior, 
started all 12 games, registered 82 tackles, 3 INTs, 1 FF and 2 PDs. 
In 2012, started all 13 games, and recorded 80 tackles, 1.0 sack, 
1 FF, 4.5 TFLs and 4 PDs. As a sophomore, played in 13 games (2 
starts), and notched 30 tackles, 3.0 sacks, 3 TFLs and 3 PDs. In 
2010, played in 12 games (1 start), and tallied 25 tackles and 1 PD.

PERSONAL
• Graduated with a degree in sport management at North Carolina 

State.
• Attended Pennington Prep (NJ) HS, where he earned first-team 

New Jersey all-area honors.
• Was a member of the Pack’s Pact Program at North Carolina State, 

which encourages campus leadership and networking.
• Born Dontae Tyron Johnson (12/1/91) in Pennington, NJ.

INJURY REPORT
2016:  Inactive at LAR (12/24) with a groin injury.
2018:  Placed on the Injured Reserve List on 9/8 with a hip injury.
2020:  Inactive 2 games [vs. Mia. (11/10) and vs. LAR (10/18)] with a 

groin injury.
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JOHNSON’S  GAME-BY-GAME

2014 (San Francisco)
Date Opp  W/L P/S Tot Sol Ast Sk Yds Int Yds PD FF FR Yds 
Sep 7 at Dal W 1/0 2 1 1 0.0 0.0 0 0 2 0 0 0
Sep 14 Chi L 1/0 1 0 1 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Sep 21 at Arz L 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Sep 28 Phi W 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Oct 5 KC  W 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Oct 13 at StL W 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 1 20t 1 0 0 0
Oct 19 at Den L 1/0 2 1 1 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Nov 2 StL L 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Nov 9 at NO W 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Nov 16 at NYG W 1/0 4 2 2 0.0 0.0 0 0 1 0 0 0
Nov 23 Was W 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Nov 27 Sea L 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Dec 7 at Oak L 1/0 7 5 2 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Dec 14 at Sea L 1/1 4 3 1 0.0 0.0 0 0 1 0 0 0
Dec 20 SD L 1/1 4 3 1 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Dec 28 Arz W 1/1 7 4 3 0.0 0.0 0 0 1 0 0 0 
TOTALS   16/3 31 19 12 0.0 0.0 1 20t 6 0 0 0

2015 (San Francisco)
Date Opp  W/L P/S Tot Sol Ast Sk Yds Int Yds PD FF FR Yds 
Sep 14 Min W 1/0 4 3 1 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Sep 20 at Pit L 1/0 1 1 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Sep 27 at Arz L 1/0 2 1 1 0.0 0.0 0 0 2 0 0 0
Oct 4 GB L 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Oct 11 at NYG  L 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Oct 18 Bal W 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Oct 22 Sea L 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Nov 1 at StL L 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Nov 8 Atl W 1/1 7 6 1 0.0 0.0 0 0 2 0 0 0
Nov 22 at Sea L 1/0 2 1 1 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Nov 29 Arz L 1/0 3 2 1 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Dec 6 at Chi W 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Dec 13 at Cle L 1/0 1 0 1 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Dec 20 Cin L 1/0 1 1 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Dec 27 at Det L 1/1 5 4 1 0.0 0.0 0 0 1 0 0 0
Jan 3 StL W 1/1 5 4 1 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0  
TOTALS   16/3 31 23 8 0.0 0.0 0 0 5 0 0 0

2016 (San Francisco)
Date Opp  W/L P/S Tot Sol Ast Sk Yds Int Yds PD FF FR Yds 
Sep 12 LAR W 1/0 1 1 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 1 0 0 0
Sep 18 at Car L 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Sep 25 at Sea L 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Oct 2 Dal L 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Oct 6 Arz  L 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Oct 16 at Buf L 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Oct 23 TB L 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Nov 6 NO L 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Nov 13 at Arz L 1/0 1 1 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Nov 20 NE L 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Nov 27 at Mia L 1/0 2 1 1 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Dec 4 at Chi L 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Dec 11 NYJ L 1/0 2 2 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Dec 18 at Atl L 1/0 1 1 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Dec 24 at LAR W - -  INACTIVE (Groin) - - - - - -
Jan 1 Sea L 1/0 4 4 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 2 0 0 0  
TOTALS   15/0 11 10 1 0.0 0.0 0 0 3 0 0 0

2017 (San Francisco)
Date Opp  W/L P/S Tot Sol Ast Sk Yds Int Yds PD FF FR Yds 
Sep 10 Car L 1/1 2 2 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Sep 17 at Sea L 1/1 4 2 2 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Sep 21 LAR L 1/1 3 2 1 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Oct 1 at Arz L 1/1 8 7 1 0.0 0.0 0 0 2 0 0 0
Oct 8 at Ind L 1/1 9 8 1 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Oct 15 at Was L 1/1 3 2 1 0.0 0.0 0 0 1 0 0 0
Oct 22 Dal L 1/1 6 6 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Oct 29 at Phi L 1/1 2 2 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 1 0 0 0
Nov 5 Arz L 1/1 5 4 1 0.0 0.0 0 0 1 0 0 0
Nov 12 NYG W 1/1 5 5 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Nov 26 Sea L 1/1 4 4 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 1 0 0 0
Dec 3 at Chi W 1/1 1 1 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Dec 10 at Hou W 1/1 7 7 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Dec 17 Ten W 1/1 6 6 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Dec 24 Jax W 1/1 6 5 1 0.0 0.0 1 50 1 0 0 0
Dec 31 at LAR W 1/1 5 5 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0  
TOTALS   16/16 76 68 8 0.0 0.0 1 50 7 0 0 0

2018 (Seattle/Buffalo/Arizona)
Date Opp  W/L P/S Tot Sol Ast Sk Yds Int Yds PD FF FR Yds 

WITH SEA
Sep 9 at Den L - -  INJURED RESERVE (Hip) - - - -
Sep 17 at Chi L - -  INJURED RESERVE (Hip) - - - -
Sep 23 Dal W - -  INJURED RESERVE (Hip) - - - -

RELEASED BY SEA ON 9/27
SIGNED BY BUF ON 10/2

Oct 7 Ten W - -  INACTIVE  - - - - - - -
Oct 14 at Hou L - -  INACTIVE  - - - - - - -
Oct 21 at Ind L 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Oct 29 NE L - -  INACTIVE  - - - - - - -

RELEASED BY BUF ON 10/30
SIGNED BY ARZ ON 11/27

Dec 2 at Chi W - -  INACTIVE  - - - - - - -
Dec 9 at Hou W - -  INACTIVE  - - - - - - -
Dec 16 Ten W - -  INACTIVE  - - - - - - - 
    RELEASED BY ARZ ON 12/18       
TOTALS   1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0

2019 (Los Angeles Chargers/San Francisco)
Date Opp  W/L P/S Tot Sol Ast Sk Yds Int Yds PD FF FR Yds 
      WITH LAC
Sep 15 at Det L 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Sep 22 Hou L 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

RELEASED BY LAC ON 9/28
SIGNED BY SF ON 10/3

Oct 7 Cle W 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Oct 13 at LAR W 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Oct 20 at Was W 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Oct 27 Car W 1/0 2 2 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Oct 31 at Arz W 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
      RELEASED BY SF ON 11/11
        SIGNED BY SF ON 12/11
Dec 15 Atl L 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Dec 21 LAR W 1/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Dec 29 at Sea W - - - INACTIVE - - - - - - -  
TOTALS   9/0 2 2 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0

2019 Postseason
Date Opp  W/L P/S Tot Sol Ast Sk Yds Int Yds PD FF FR Yds  
Jan 11 Min W - - - INACTIVE - - - - - - -
Jan 19 GB W - - - INACTIVE - - - - - - -
Feb 2 at KC L - - - INACTIVE - - - - - - - 
TOTALS   0/0 0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0


