


2023 TENNESSEE TITANS 
DRAFT ROSTER 

 

      BIRTH-    
RD. SEL# NAME POS. HT. WT. DATE COLLEGE HOMETOWN     
1 11 Peter Skoronski OL 6-4 313 7/31/01 Northwestern Park Ridge, Ill. 

2 33* Will Levis QB 6-4 229 6/27/99 Kentucky Madison, Conn. 

3 81* Tyjae Spears RB 5-10 200 6/15/01 Tulane Ponchatoula, La. 

5 147 Josh Whyle TE 6-7 248 9/8/99 Cincinnati Cincinnati, Ohio 

6 186* Jaelyn Duncan OL 6-6 306 7/8/00 Maryland New Carrollton, Md. 

7 228 Colton Dowell WR 6-3 212 4/19/99 Tennessee-Martin Lebanon, Tenn. 

 

* - Selection obtained in a trade 
C – Awarded as a compensatory selection 
 
 
TRADES AFFECTING THE 2023 DRAFT: 
 
Trade Date/Teams Compensation  Overall Player Selected   
1. June 6, 2021 
Tennessee Receives: Player: WR Julio Jones 
 Draft Choice: Round 6, 2023 #186 OL Jaelyn Duncan 
 
Atlanta Receives: Draft Choice: Round 2, 2022 #58 LB Troy Andersen 
 Draft Choice: Round 4, 2023 #110 DT Adetomiwa Adebawore (traded to Indianapolis) 
 
2. March 23, 2022 
Tennessee Receives: Player: WR Robert Woods  
 
L.A. Rams Receive: Draft Choice: Round 6, 2023 #189 OLB Ochaun Mathis 
 
3. April 28, 2023 (Draft Day Trade) 
Tennessee Receives: Draft Choice: Round 2, 2023 #33 QB Will Levis (originally from Houston) 
 Draft Choice: Round 3, 2023 #81 RB Tyjae Spears (originally from Detroit) 
 
Arizona Receives: Draft Choice: Round 2, 2023 #41 OLB B.J. Ojulari 
 Draft Choice: Round 3, 2023 #72 DB Garrett Williams 
 Draft Choice: Round 3, 2024  
 
 
 
 
 
 



TENNESSEE TITANS ALPHABETICAL ROSTER
NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. BIRTHDATE EXP. COLLEGE HOMETOWN ACQUIRED
2 Al-Shaair, Azeez  LB 6-2 228 8/4/97 5 Florida Atlantic Tampa, Fla. UFA (SF)-’23
96 Autry, Denico DL 6-5 285 7/15/90 10 Mississippi State Albemarle, N.C. UFA (IND)-’21
23 Avery, Tre CB 5-11 181 2/26/97 2 Rutgers Baltimore, Md. FA-’22
55 Brewer, Aaron G/C 6-1 295 10/28/97 4 Texas State Dallas, Texas FA-’20
79 Brooks, Curtis DT 6-2 287 2/6/98 1 Cincinnati Danville, Va. FA-’22
44 Brown, Mike S 6-2 222 4/7/99 1 Miami (Ohio) Grand Rapids, Mich. FA-’22
60 Brunskill, Daniel  OL 6-5 300 1/27/94 5 San Diego State Valley Center, Calif. UFA (SF)-’23
16 Burks, Treylon WR 6-2 225 3/23/00 2 Arkansas Warren, Ark. D1-’22
31 Byard, Kevin S 5-11 212 8/17/93 8 Middle Tennessee State Lithonia, Ga. D3-’16
45 Campbell, Chance LB 6-2 232 10/8/99 2 Mississippi Ellicott City, Md. D6b-’22
38 Carter, Shyheim DB 5-10 194 12/15/97 1 Alabama Kentwood, La. FA-’22
36 Chestnut, Julius RB 5-11 228 10/26/00 2 Sacred Heart Bowie, Md. FA-’22
46 Cox, Morgan LS 6-4 233 4/26/86 14 Tennessee Collierville, Tenn. UFA (BAL)-’21
71 Dillard, Andre  T 6-5 315 10/3/95 5 Washington State Woodinville, Wash. UFA (PHI)-’23
 Dowell, Colton WR 6-3 212 4/19/99 R Tennessee-Martin Lebanon, Tenn. D7-’23
 Duncan, Jaelyn OL 6-6 306 7/8/00 R Maryland New Carrollton, Md. D6-’23
3 Farley, Caleb CB 6-2 197 11/2/98 3 Virginia Tech Maiden, N.C. D1-’21
26 Fulton, Kristian CB 5-11 197 9/3/98 4 Louisiana State New Orleans, La. D2-’20
50 Gibbens, Jack LB 6-3 242 11/24/98 1 Minnesota Bulverde, Texas FA-’22
57	 Gifford,	Luke		 LB	 6-3	 243	 8/28/95	 5	 Nebraska	 Lincoln,	Neb.	 UFA	(DAL)-’23
25 Haskins, Hassan RB 6-2 228 11/26/99 2 Michigan St. Louis, Mo. D4a-’22
22 Henry, Derrick RB 6-3 247 1/4/94 8 Alabama Yulee, Fla. D2c-’16
37 Hooker, Amani S 5-11 210 6/14/98 5 Iowa Minneapolis, Minn. D4-’19
35 Jackson, Chris DB 5-10 193 4/13/98 4 Marshall Tallahassee, Fla. D7b-’20
68 Johnson, Zack OL 6-6 301 11/14/93 1 North Dakota State Blaine, Minn. FA-’22
73 Jones, Jamarco OL 6-4 293 6/4/96 6 Ohio State Chicago, Ill. UFA (SEA)-’22
90 Jones, Naquan DT 6-3 313 2/5/98 3 Michigan State Evanston, Ill. FA-’21
12 Kinsey, Mason WR 5-10 202 8/29/98 1 Berry College Demorest, Ga. FA-’21
49 Key, Arden  OLB 6-5 240 5/3/96 6 Louisiana State Atlanta, Ga. UFA (JAX)-’23
58 Landry III, Harold OLB 6-2 252 6/5/96 6 Boston College Spring Lake, N.C. D2-’18
72o Leglue, John T 6-7 310 4/17/96 2 Tulane Alexandria, La. FA-’23
62 Levin, Corey C/G 6-4 307 8/12/94 5 Chattanooga Dacula, Ga. FA-’21
 Levis, Will QB 6-4 229 6/27/99 R Kentucky Madison, Conn. D2-’23
52 McCloud, Zach OLB 6-2 235 4/22/98 1 Miami (Fla.) Lantana, Fla. FA-’22
21 McCreary, Roger CB 5-11 190 2/10/00 2 Auburn Mobile, Ala. D2-’22
13 McMath, Racey WR 6-3 217 6/14/99 3 Louisiana State New Orleans, La. D6a-’21
24 Molden, Elijah CB 5-10 192 1/30/99 3 Washington West Linn, Ore. D3b-’21
11 Moore, Chris WR 6-1 200 6/16/93 8 Cincinnati Tampa, Fla. UFA (HOU)-’23
0 Murphy-Bunting, Sean CB 6-0 195 6/19/97 5 Central Michigan Macomb, Mich. UFA (TB)-’23
67 Newman, Xavier C/G 6-2 297 8/4/99 1 Baylor Desoto, Texas FA-’22
47 Niemann, Ben LB 6-2 235 7/27/95 6 Iowa Sycamore, Ill. UFA (ARZ)-’23
89 Odukoya, Thomas TE 6-6 253 5/5/97 1 Eastern Michigan Almere, Netherlands FA-’22
85 Okonkwo, Chig TE 6-3 238 9/8/99 2 Maryland Powder Springs, Ga. D4b-’22
59 Okuayinonu, Sam OLB 6-1 269 5/1/98 2 Maryland Lowell, Mass. FA-’22
92 Peevy, Jayden DT 6-5 308 9/3/99 1 Texas A&M Bellaire, Texas FA-’22
78 Petit-Frere, Nicholas OL 6-5 316 9/15/99 2 Ohio State Tampa, Fla. D3a-’22
18 Philips, Kyle WR 5-11 189 6/17/99 2 UCLA San Marcos, Calif. D5-’22
86 Rader, Kevin TE 6-4 250 4/26/95 3 Youngstown State Pittsburgh, Pa. FA-’22
75 Radunz, Dillon OL 6-6 301 3/28/98 3 North Dakota State Becker, Minn. D2-’21
56 Rice, Monty LB 6-0 233 1/8/99 3 Georgia Huntsville, Ala. D3a-’21
83 Rigg, Justin TE 6-6 259 3/13/98 1 Kentucky Springboro, Ohio FA-’23
80 Roberson Jr., Reggie WR 5-11 193 10/14/98 1 Southern Methodist Desoto, Texas FA-’22
70 Roos, Jordan G 6-3 302 7/6/93 4 Purdue Celina, Texas FA-’21
76 Rupcich, Andrew T 6-6 318 4/1/99 1 Culver-Stockton Wonder Lake, Ill. FA-’22
72d Shelvin, Tyler NT 6-3 346 7/22/98 2 Louisiana State Lafayette, La. FA-’23
6	 Shudak,	Caleb	 K	 5-7	 177	 11/19/97	 1	 Iowa	 Council	Bluffs,	Iowa	 FA-’22
98	 Simmons,	Jeffery	 DT	 6-4	 305	 7/28/97	 5	 Mississippi	State	 Macon,	Miss.	 D1-’19
 Skoronski, Peter  OL 6-4 313 7/31/01 R Northwestern Park Ridge, Ill. D1-’23
 Spears, Tyjae RB 5-11 195 6/15/01 R Tulane Ponchatoula, La. D3-’23
4 Stonehouse, Ryan P 5-10 193 5/11/99 2 Colorado State La Verne, Calif. FA-’22
93 Tart, Teair * DT 6-2 304 2/28/97 4 Florida International Philadelphia, Pa. FA-’20
17 Tannehill, Ryan QB 6-4 217 7/27/88 12 Texas A&M Big Spring, Texas T (MIA)-’19
29 Thompson, Josh DB 6-0 194 10/20/98 2 Texas Nacogdoches, Texas FA-’22
33 Ward, Jonathan RB 6-0 202 9/30/97 4 Central Michigan Kankakee, Ill. FA-’22
99 Weaver, Rashad OLB 6-4 259 11/10/97 3 Pittsburgh Fort Lauderdale, Fla. D4b-’21
88 Wesco, Trevon TE 6-3 267 9/12/95 5 West Virginia Martinsburg, W.Va. UFA (CHI)-’23
15 Westbrook-Ikhine, Nick WR 6-2 211 3/21/97 4 Indiana Lake Mary, Fla. FA-’20
 Whyle, Josh TE 6-7 248 9/8/99 R Cincinnati Cincinnati, Ohio D5-’23
7 Willis, Malik QB 6-1 219 5/25/99 2 Liberty Atlanta, Ga. D3b-’22
         
Active Roster Count: 68 * Restricted free agent As of May 1, 2023      
         
HEAD COACH: MIKE VRABEL         
ASSISTANT COACHES:  SHANE BOWEN (defensive coordinator), TIM KELLY	(offensive	coordinator),	CRAIG AUKERMAN (special teams), BRIAN BELL (assistant 
director of sports performance),  (assistant special teams), SCOTT BOOKER (safeties), KYLAN BUTLER	(offensive	assistant),	RYAN CROW (outside linebackers), TONY 
DEWS (tight ends), JUSTIN HAMILTON (defensive quality control), CHRIS HARRIS (defensive pass game coordinator/cornerbacks), JASON HOUGHTALING	(offensive	
line), MATT JONES	(offensive	line	assistant),	BOBBY KING (inside linebackers), ZAK KUHR (inside linebackers assistant), ANTHONY LEVINE (special teams assistant), 
LORI LOCUST (defensive quality control), CHARLES LONDON (pass game coordinator/quarterbacks), CLINTON McMILLAN (defensive line assistant), ROB MOORE 
(wide receivers), PAT O’HARA (passing game analyst), JUSTIN OUTTEN (run game coordinator/running backs), FRANK PIRAINO (director of sports performance), TOM 
QUINN (special teams assistant), TYLER ROUSE (sports performance assistant), JOHN STREICHER (director of football administration), MIKE SULLIVAN (assistant 
offensive	line),	TERRELL WILLIAMS (assistant head coach - defense/defensive line)



TENNESSEE TITANS NUMERICAL ROSTER
NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. AGE EXP. COLLEGE HOMETOWN ACQUIRED
0 Sean Murphy-Bunting CB 6-0 195 25 5 Central Michigan Macomb, Mich. UFA (TB)-’23
2 Azeez Al-Shaair LB 6-2 228 25 5 Florida Atlantic Tampa, Fla. UFA (SF)-’23
3 Caleb Farley CB 6-2 197 24 3 Virginia Tech Maiden, N.C. D1-’21
4 Ryan Stonehouse P 5-10 193 23 2 Colorado State La Verne, Calif. FA-’22
6	 Caleb	Shudak	 K	 5-7	 177	 25	 1	 Iowa	 Council	Bluffs,	Iowa	 FA-’22
7 Malik Willis QB 6-1 219 23 2 Liberty Atlanta, Ga. D3b-’22
11 Chris Moore WR 6-1 200 29 8 Cincinnati Tampa, Fla. UFA (HOU)-’23
12 Mason Kinsey WR 5-10 202 24 1 Berry College Demorest, Ga. FA-’21
13 Racey McMath WR 6-3 217 23 3 Louisiana State New Orleans, La. D6a-’21
15 Nick Westbrook-Ikhine WR 6-2 211 26 4 Indiana Lake Mary, Fla. FA-’20
16 Treylon Burks WR 6-2 225 23 2 Arkansas Warren, Ark. D1-’22
17 Ryan Tannehill QB 6-4 217 34 12 Texas A&M Big Spring, Texas T (MIA)-’19
18 Kyle Philips WR 5-11 189 23 2 UCLA San Marcos, Calif. D5-’22
21 Roger McCreary CB 5-11 190 23 2 Auburn Mobile, Ala. D2-’22
22 Derrick Henry RB 6-3 247 29 8 Alabama Yulee, Fla. D2c-’16
23 Tre Avery CB 5-11 181 26 2 Rutgers Baltimore, Md. FA-’22
24 Elijah Molden CB 5-10 192 24 3 Washington West Linn, Ore. D3b-’21
25 Hassan Haskins RB 6-2 228 23 2 Michigan St. Louis, Mo. D4a-’22
26 Kristian Fulton CB 5-11 197 24 4 Louisiana State New Orleans, La. D2-’20
29 Josh Thompson DB 6-0 194 24 2 Texas Nacogdoches, Texas FA-’22
31 Kevin Byard S 5-11 212 29 8 Middle Tennessee State Lithonia, Ga. D3-’16
33 Jonathan Ward RB 6-0 202 25 4 Central Michigan Kankakee, Ill. FA-’22
35 Chris Jackson DB 5-10 193 25 4 Marshall Tallahassee, Fla. D7b-’20
36 Julius Chestnut RB 5-11 228 22 2 Sacred Heart Bowie, Md. FA-’22
37 Amani Hooker  S 5-11 210 24 5 Iowa Minneapolis, Minn. D4-’19
38 Shyheim Carter DB 5-10 194 25 1 Alabama Kentwood, La. FA-’22
44 Mike Brown S 6-2 222 24 1 Miami (Ohio) Grand Rapids, Mich. FA-’22
45 Chance Campbell LB 6-2 232 23 2 Mississippi Ellicott City, Md. D6b-’22
46 Morgan Cox LS 6-4 233 37 14 Tennessee Collierville, Tenn. UFA (BAL)-’21
47 Ben Niemann LB 6-2 235 27 6 Iowa Sycamore, Ill. UFA (ARZ)-’23
49 Arden Key OLB 6-5 240 26 6 Louisiana State Atlanta, Ga. UFA (JAX)-’23
50 Jack Gibbens LB 6-3 242 24 1 Minnesota Bulverde, Texas FA-’22
52 Zach McCloud OLB 6-2 235 25 1 Miami (Fla.) Lantana, Fla. FA-’22
55 Aaron Brewer G/C 6-1 295 25 4 Texas State Dallas, Texas FA-’20
56 Monty Rice LB 6-0 233 24 3 Georgia Huntsville, Ala. D3a-’21
57	 Luke	Gifford	 LB	 6-3	 243	 27	 5	 Nebraska	 Lincoln,	Neb.	 UFA	(DAL)-’23
58 Harold Landry III OLB 6-2 252 26 6 Boston College Spring Lake, N.C. D2-’18
59 Sam Okuayinonu OLB 6-1 269 24 2 Maryland Lowell, Mass. FA-’22
60 Daniel Brunskill OL 6-5 300 29 5 San Diego State Valley Center, Calif. UFA (SF)-’23
62 Corey Levin C/G 6-4 307 28 5 Chattanooga Dacula, Ga. FA-’21
67 Xavier Newman C/G 6-2 297 23 1 Baylor Desoto, Texas FA-’22
68 Zack Johnson OL 6-6 301 29 1 North Dakota State Blaine, Minn. FA-’22
70 Jordan Roos G 6-3 302 29 4 Purdue Celina, Texas FA-’21
71 Andre Dillard T 6-5 315 27 5 Washington State Woodinville, Wash. UFA (PHI)-’23
72o John Leglue T 6-7 310 27 2 Tulane Alexandria, La. FA-’23
72d Tyler Shelvin NT 6-3 346 24 2 Louisiana State Lafayette, La. FA-’23
73 Jamarco Jones OL 6-4 293 26 6 Ohio State Chicago, Ill. UFA (SEA)-’22
75 Dillon Radunz OL 6-6 301 25 3 North Dakota State Becker, Minn. D2-’21
76 Andrew Rupcich T 6-6 318 24 1 Culver-Stockton Wonder Lake, Ill. FA-’22
78 Nicholas Petit-Frere OL 6-5 316 23 2 Ohio State Tampa, Fla. D3a-’22
79 Curtis Brooks DT 6-2 287 25 1 Cincinnati Danville, Va. FA-’22
80 Reggie Roberson Jr. WR 5-11 193 24 1 Southern Methodist Desoto, Texas FA-’22
83 Justin Rigg TE 6-6 259 25 1 Kentucky Springboro, Ohio FA-’23
85 Chig Okonkwo TE 6-3 238 23 2 Maryland Powder Springs, Ga. D4b-’22
86 Kevin Rader TE 6-4 250 28 3 Youngstown State Pittsburgh, Pa. FA-’22
88 Trevon Wesco TE 6-3 267 27 5 West Virginia Martinsburg, W.Va. UFA (CHI)-’23
89 Thomas Odukoya TE 6-6 253 25 1 Eastern Michigan Almere, Netherlands FA-’22
90 Naquan Jones DT 6-3 313 25 3 Michigan State Evanston, Ill. FA-’21
92 Jayden Peevy DT 6-5 308 23 1 Texas A&M Bellaire, Texas FA-’22
93 Teair Tart * DT 6-2 304 26 4 Florida International Philadelphia, Pa. FA-’20
96 Denico Autry DL 6-5 285 32 10 Mississippi State Albemarle, N.C. UFA (IND)-’21
98	 Jeffery	Simmons	 DT	 6-4	 305	 25	 5	 Mississippi	State	 Macon,	Miss.	 D1-’19
99 Rashad Weaver OLB 6-4 259 25 3 Pittsburgh Fort Lauderdale, Fla. D4b-’21
 Colton Dowell WR 6-3 212 24 R Tennessee-Martin Lebanon, Tenn. D7-’23
 Jaelyn Duncan OL 6-6 306 22 R Maryland New Carrollton, Md. D6-’23
 Will Levis QB 6-4 229 23 R Kentucky Madison, Conn. D2-’23
 Peter Skoronski OL 6-4 313 21 R Northwestern Park Ridge, Ill. D1-’23
 Tyjae Spears RB 5-11 195 21 R Tulane Ponchatoula, La. D3-’23
 Josh Whyle TE 6-7 248 23 R Cincinnati Cincinnati, Ohio D5-’23
         
Active Roster Count: 68 * Restricted free agent  As of May 1, 2023     
    
HEAD COACH: MIKE VRABEL         
ASSISTANT COACHES:  SHANE BOWEN (defensive coordinator), TIM KELLY	 (offensive	coordinator),	CRAIG AUKERMAN (special teams), BRIAN BELL (assistant 
director of sports performance),  (assistant special teams), SCOTT BOOKER (safeties), KYLAN BUTLER	(offensive	assistant),	RYAN CROW (outside linebackers), TONY 
DEWS (tight ends), JUSTIN HAMILTON (defensive quality control), CHRIS HARRIS (defensive pass game coordinator/cornerbacks), JASON HOUGHTALING	(offensive	
line), MATT JONES	(offensive	line	assistant),	BOBBY KING (inside linebackers), ZAK KUHR (inside linebackers assistant), ANTHONY LEVINE (special teams assistant), 
LORI LOCUST (defensive quality control), CHARLES LONDON (pass game coordinator/quarterbacks), CLINTON McMILLAN (defensive line assistant), ROB MOORE (wide 
receivers), PAT O’HARA (passing game analyst), JUSTIN OUTTEN (run game coordinator/running backs), FRANK PIRAINO (director of sports performance), TOM QUINN 
(special teams assistant), TYLER ROUSE (sports performance assistant), JOHN STREICHER (director of football administration), MIKE SULLIVAN	(assistant	offensive	line),	
TERRELL WILLIAMS (assistant head coach - defense/defensive line)

HOW ACQUIRED KEY: FA (free agent), UFA (unrestricted free agent), RFA (restricted free agent), D (draft pick), W (waivers), T (trade)



HOW THE TENNESSEE TITANS WERE BUILT
YEAR  DRAFTEES (27)  FREE AGENTS (39)   TRADES/WAIVERS (2) 
2023  OL Peter Skoronski (1)  DT Curtis Brooks (FA)    
  QB Will Levis (2)  CB Shyheim Carter (FA)    
  RB Tyjae Spears (3)  OL Zack Johnson (FA)    
  TE Josh Whyle (5)  WR Mason Kinsey (FA)    
  OL Jaelyn Duncan (6)  OLB Zach McCloud (FA)    
  WR Colton Dowell (7)  TE Thomas Odukoya (FA)    
     OLB Sam Okuayinonu (FA)    
     DT Jayden Peevy (FA)    
     WR Reggie Roberson Jr. (FA)    
     T Andrew Rupcich (FA)    
     K Caleb Shudak (FA)    
     TE Justin Rigg (FA)    
     T John Leglue (FA)    
     NT Tyler Shelvin (FA)    
     LB Azeez Al-Shaair (UFA-SF)    
     OL Daniel Brunskill (UFA-SF)    
     T Andre Dillard (UFA-PHI)    
	 	 	 	 	 LB	 Luke	Gifford	(UFA-DAL)	 	 	 	
     OLB Arden Key (UFA-JAX)    
     CB Sean Murphy-Bunting (UFA-TB)    
     TE Trevon Wesco (UFA-CHI)    
     LB Ben Niemann (UFA-ARZ)    
     WR Chris Moore (UFA-HOU)    

2022  WR Treylon Burks (1)  OL Jamarco Jones (UFA-SEA)    
  CB Roger McCreary (2)  CB Tre Avery (FA)    
  OL Nicholas Petit-Frere (3a)  RB Julius Chestnut (FA)    
  QB Malik Willis (3b)  LB Jack Gibbens (FA)    
  RB Hassan Haskins (4a)  C/G Xavier Newman (FA)    
  TE Chig Okonkwo (4b)  P Ryan Stonehouse (FA)    
  WR Kyle Philips (5)  TE Kevin Rader (FA)    
  LB Chance Campbell (6b)  DB Josh Thompson (FA)    
     RB Jonathan Ward (FA)    
     S Mike Brown (FA)    

2021  CB Caleb Farley (1)  DL Denico Autry (UFA-IND)   C/G Corey Levin (W-NYJ)
  OL Dillon Radunz (2)  LS Morgan Cox (UFA-BAL)    
  LB Monty Rice (3a)  DT Naquan Jones (FA)    
  CB Elijah Molden (3b)  G Jordan Roos (FA)    
  OLB Rashad Weaver (4b)       
  WR Racey McMath (6a)       

2020  CB Kristian Fulton (2)  G/C Aaron Brewer (FA)
  CB Chris Jackson (7b)  DT Teair Tart (FA) *
     WR Nick Westbrook-Ikhine (FA)    

2019 	 DT	 Jeffery	Simmons	(1)	 	 	 	 	 	 QB	 Ryan	Tannehill	(T-MIA)	 	 	
  S Amani Hooker (4)        

2018  OLB Harold Landry III (2)

2016  RB Derrick Henry (2c)  
  S Kevin Byard (3)         

* Restricted free agent

As of May 1, 2023



TENNESSEE TITANS POSITIONAL ROSTER - OFFENSE
QUARTERBACKS (3)
 Levis, Will QB 6-4 229 6/27/99 R Kentucky Madison, Conn. D2-’23
17 Tannehill, Ryan QB 6-4 217 7/27/88 12 Texas A&M Big Spring, Texas T (MIA)-’19
7 Willis, Malik QB 6-1 219 5/25/99 2 Liberty Atlanta, Ga. D3b-’22
         
RUNNING BACKS (5)         
36 Chestnut, Julius RB 5-11 228 10/26/00 2 Sacred Heart Bowie, Md. FA-’22
25 Haskins, Hassan RB 6-2 228 11/26/99 2 Michigan St. Louis, Mo. D4a-’22
22 Henry, Derrick RB 6-3 247 1/4/94 8 Alabama Yulee, Fla. D2c-’16
 Spears, Tyjae RB 5-11 195 6/15/01 R Tulane Ponchatoula, La. D3-’23
33 Ward, Jonathan RB 6-0 202 9/30/97 4 Central Michigan Kankakee, Ill. FA-’22
         
WIDE RECEIVERS (8)         
16 Burks, Treylon WR 6-2 225 3/23/00 2 Arkansas Warren, Ark. D1-’22
 Dowell, Colton WR 6-3 212 4/19/99 R Tennessee-Martin Lebanon, Tenn. D7-’23
12 Kinsey, Mason WR 5-10 202 8/29/98 1 Berry College Demorest, Ga. FA-’21
13 McMath, Racey WR 6-3 217 6/14/99 3 Louisiana State New Orleans, La. D6a-’21
11 Moore, Chris WR 6-1 200 6/16/93 8 Cincinnati Tampa, Fla. UFA (HOU)-’23
18 Philips, Kyle WR 5-11 189 6/17/99 2 UCLA San Marcos, Calif. D5-’22
80 Roberson Jr., Reggie WR 5-11 193 10/14/98 1 Southern Methodist Desoto, Texas FA-’22
15 Westbrook-Ikhine, Nick WR 6-2 211 3/21/97 4 Indiana Lake Mary, Fla. FA-’20
         
TIGHT ENDS (6)         
89 Odukoya, Thomas TE 6-6 253 5/5/97 1 Eastern Michigan Almere, Netherlands FA-’22
85 Okonkwo, Chig TE 6-3 238 9/8/99 2 Maryland Powder Springs, Ga. D4b-’22
86 Rader, Kevin TE 6-4 250 4/26/95 3 Youngstown State Pittsburgh, Pa. FA-’22
83 Rigg, Justin TE 6-6 259 3/13/98 1 Kentucky Springboro, Ohio FA-’23
88 Wesco, Trevon TE 6-3 267 9/12/95 5 West Virginia Martinsburg, W.Va. UFA (CHI)-’23
 Whyle, Josh TE 6-7 248 9/8/99 R Cincinnati Cincinnati, Ohio D5-’23
         
CENTERS (2)         
62 Levin, Corey C/G 6-4 307 8/12/94 5 Chattanooga Dacula, Ga. FA-’21
55 Brewer, Aaron G/C 6-1 295 10/28/97 4 Texas State Dallas, Texas FA-’20
         
GUARDS (5)         
60 Brunskill, Daniel  OL 6-5 300 1/27/94 5 San Diego State Valley Center, Calif. UFA (SF)-’23
73 Jones, Jamarco OL 6-4 293 6/4/96 6 Ohio State Chicago, Ill. UFA (SEA)-’21
67 Newman, Xavier C/G 6-2 297 8/4/99 1 Baylor Desoto, Texas FA-’22
75 Radunz, Dillon OL 6-6 301 3/28/98 3 North Dakota State Becker, Minn. D2-’21
70 Roos, Jordan G 6-3 302 7/6/93 4 Purdue Celina, Texas FA-’21
         
TACKLES (7)         
71 Dillard, Andre  T 6-5 315 10/3/95 5 Washington State Woodinville, Wash. UFA (PHI)-’23
 Duncan, Jaelyn OL 6-6 306 7/8/00 R Maryland New Carrollton, Md. D6-’23
68 Johnson, Zack OL 6-6 301 11/14/93 1 North Dakota State Blaine, Minn. FA-’22
72 Leglue, John T 6-7 310 4/17/96 2 Tulane Alexandria, La. FA-’23
78 Petit-Frere, Nicholas OL 6-5 316 9/15/99 2 Ohio State Tampa, Fla. D3a-’22
76 Rupcich, Andrew T 6-6 318 4/1/99 1 Culver-Stockton Wonder Lake, Ill. FA-’22
 Skoronski, Peter  OL 6-4 313 7/31/01 R Northwestern Park Ridge, Ill. D1-’23
         
LONG SNAPPER (1)         
46 Cox, Morgan LS 6-4 233 4/26/86 14 Tennessee Collierville, Tenn. UFA (BAL)-’21
         
PLACEKICKERS (1)         
6	 Shudak,	Caleb	 K	 5-7	 177	 11/19/97	 1	 Iowa	 Council	Bluffs,	Iowa	 FA-’22

As of May 1, 2023         



TENNESSEE TITANS POSITIONAL ROSTER - DEFENSE
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN (6)         
96 Autry, Denico DL 6-5 285 7/15/90 10 Mississippi State Albemarle, N.C. UFA (IND)-’21
79 Brooks, Curtis DT 6-2 287 2/6/98 1 Cincinnati Danville, Va. FA-’22
90 Jones, Naquan DT 6-3 313 2/5/98 3 Michigan State Evanston, Ill. FA-’21
92 Peevy, Jayden DT 6-5 308 9/3/99 1 Texas A&M Bellaire, Texas FA-’22
72 Shelvin, Tyler NT 6-3 346 7/22/98 2 Louisiana State Lafayette, La. FA-’23
98	 Simmons,	Jeffery	 DL	 6-4	 305	 7/28/97	 5	 Mississippi	State	 Macon,	Miss.	 D1-’19
93 Tart, Teair * DT 6-2 304 2/28/97 4 Florida International Philadelphia, Pa. FA-’20
         
LINEBACKERS (11)         
2 Al-Shaair, Azeez  LB 6-2 228 8/4/97 5 Florida Atlantic Tampa, Fla. UFA (SF)-’23
45 Campbell, Chance LB 6-2 232 10/8/99 2 Mississippi Ellicott City, Md. D6b-’22
50 Gibbens, Jack LB 6-3 242 11/24/98 1 Minnesota Bulverde, Texas FA-’22
57	 Gifford,	Luke		 LB	 6-3	 243	 8/28/95	 5	 Nebraska	 Lincoln,	Neb.	 UFA	(DAL)-’23
49 Key, Arden  OLB 6-5 240 5/3/96 6 Louisiana State Atlanta, Ga. UFA (JAX)-’23
58 Landry III, Harold OLB 6-2 252 6/5/96 6 Boston College Spring Lake, N.C. D2-’18
52 McCloud, Zach OLB 6-2 235 4/22/98 1 Miami (Fla.) Lantana, Fla. FA-’22
47 Niemann, Ben LB 6-2 235 7/27/95 6 Iowa Sycamore, Ill. UFA (ARZ)-’23
59 Okuayinonu, Sam OLB 6-1 269 5/1/98 2 Maryland Lowell, Mass. FA-’22
56 Rice, Monty LB 6-0 233 1/8/99 3 Georgia Huntsville, Ala. D3a-’21
99 Weaver, Rashad OLB 6-4 259 11/10/97 3 Pittsburgh Fort Lauderdale, Fla. D4b-’21
         
CORNERBACKS (8)         
23 Avery, Tre CB 5-11 181 2/26/97 2 Rutgers Baltimore, Md. FA-’22
38 Carter, Shyheim DB 5-10 194 12/15/97 1 Alabama Kentwood, La. FA-’22
3 Farley, Caleb CB 6-2 197 11/2/98 3 Virginia Tech Maiden, N.C. D1-’21
26 Fulton, Kristian CB 5-11 197 9/3/98 4 Louisiana State New Orleans, La. D2-’20
35 Jackson, Chris DB 5-10 193 4/13/98 4 Marshall Tallahassee, Fla. D7b-’20
21 McCreary, Roger CB 5-11 190 2/10/00 2 Auburn Mobile, Ala. D2-’22
24 Molden, Elijah CB 5-10 192 1/30/99 3 Washington West Linn, Ore. D3b-’21
0 Murphy-Bunting, Sean CB 6-0 195 6/19/97 5 Central Michigan Macomb, Mich. UFA (TB)-’23
         
SAFETIES (4)         
44 Brown, Mike S 6-2 222 4/7/99 1 Miami (Ohio) Grand Rapids, Mich. FA-’22
31 Byard, Kevin S 5-11 212 8/17/93 8 Middle Tennessee State Lithonia, Ga. D3-’16
37 Hooker, Amani S 5-11 210 6/14/98 5 Iowa Minneapolis, Minn. D4-’19
29 Thompson, Josh DB 6-0 194 10/20/98 2 Texas Nacogdoches, Texas FA-’22
         
PUNTERS (1)         
4 Stonehouse, Ryan P 5-10 193 5/11/99 2 Colorado State La Verne, Calif. FA-’22

* Restricted Free Agent

As of May 1, 2023         
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DAY 1 
Titans Select Northwestern OL Peter Skoronski in the 
First Round of Thursday's NFL Draft 

Video: Titans Select Peter Skoronski with No. 11 Pick in 
2023 Draft | NFL Network 

Video: Peter Skoronski's Draft Phone Call 

Video: Ran Carthon & Mike Vrabel Press Conference 

Video: Peter Skoronski’s Media Availability 

Peter Skoronski Photos 

Podcast: The OTP Recaps Round 1 

DAY 2 
Video: Peter Skoronski Introduced to Nashville Mediai in 
Press Conference 

Titans First-Round Pick Peter Skoronski Arrives in 
Nashville, and is Ready to Get to Work 

Video: Peter Skoronski 1-on-1 with Mike Keith 

Titans Move Up, Select QB Will Levis in Second Round of 
Friday's NFL Draft 

Video: Titans Select Levis in Second Round 

Video: Levis Gets the Call at No. 33 Overall 

Will Levis Photos 

Video: Will Levis’ Media Availability 

Titans Select Tulane RB Tyjae Spears in the Third Round 
of Friday's NFL Draft 

Video: Jason McCourty Announces Selection of Tyjae 
Spears with No. 81 Pick 

Tyjae Spears Photos 

Video: Tyjae Spears’ Media Availability 

GM Ran Carthon, HC Mike Vrabel Discuss Day 2 of the 
NFL Draft 

Video: Ran Carthon, Mike Vrabel Day 2 Press 
Conference 

Podcast: The OTP Recaps Second and Third Rounds 

DAY 3 
Titans Select Cincinnati TE Josh Whyle in Fifth Round of 
Saturday's NFL Draft 

Video: Titans Select Josh Whyle in Fifth Round 

Video: Josh Whyle’s Media Availability 

Josh Whyle Photos 

Video: Josh Whyle Gets the Call 

Titans Select Maryland OT Jaelyn Duncan in Sixth Round 
of Saturday's NFL Draft 

Video: Titans’ Pick of Duncan Announced in Sixth Round 

Jaelyn Duncan Photos 

Video: Jaelyn Duncan’s Media Availability  

Titans Select UT-Martin WR Colton Dowell in the 
Seventh Round of Saturday's NFL Draft 

Video: Colton Dowell Announced in Seventh Round 

Video: Colton Dowell Gets the Call 

Video: Colton Dowell’s Media Availability 

Titans GM Ran Carthon, HC Mike Vrabel Discuss Day 3 
of the NFL Draft and More 

Video: GM Ran Carthon, Head Coach Mike Vrabel and 
Assistant GM Chad Brinker address the media after the 
2023 Draft 

DRAFT RECAP 
Mel Kiper Jr. Talks Titans, and the NFL Draft: "I Would 
Bet on Will Levis" 

Draft Grades: What They’re Saying About the Titans 

Podcast: The OTP Draft Recap 
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ARIZONA CARDINALS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Choice to HOUSTON

 1 Johnson, Paris T Ohio State 6

from LOS ANGELES RAMS through DETROIT

 2 Choice to DETROIT

#  2 Ojulari, B.J. LB Louisiana State 41

from TENNESSEE 

 3 Choice to PHILADELPHIA

#  3 Williams, Garrett DB Syracuse 72

from TENNESSEE 

 3 Wilson, Michael WR Stanford 94

from PHILADELPHIA 

 + 3 Choice to DETROIT

 4 Choice to PHILADELPHIA

through HOUSTON

 4 Gaines, Jon G UCLA 122

from MIAMI through KANSAS CITY and  DETROIT

 5 Choice to WASHINGTON

through BUFFALO

 5 Tune, Clayton QB Houston 139

from DENVER through DETROIT

 + 5 Pappoe, Owen LB Auburn 168

reacquired through DETROIT

 6 Clark, Kei'Trel DB Louisville 180

 + 6 Stills, Dante DT West Virginia 213

 7 Choice to NEW YORK JETS

through LAS VEGAS

TEAM TOTAL:  9

NATIONAL   FOOTBALL  LEAGUE 

88th ANNUAL SELECTION MEETING

APRIL 27 - APRIL 29, 2023

TEAM-BY-TEAM

AT THE END OF ROUND 3

(Underclassmen are designated by "#" in front of the name)
(Compensatory Picks are designated by "+" in front of the name)



ATLANTA FALCONS

Round Name Pos College Overall

#  1 Robinson, Bijan RB Texas 8

 2 Bergeron, Matthew G Syracuse 38

from LAS VEGAS through INDIANAPOLIS

 2 Choice to INDIANAPOLIS

 3 Harrison, Zach DE Ohio State 75

#  4 Phillips, Clark DB Utah 113

 5 Choice to NEW ENGLAND

through LAS VEGAS

 6 Choice to TENNESSEE

 7 Hellams, DeMarcco DB Alabama 224

from LAS VEGAS 

 7 Gwyn, Jovaughn C South Carolina 225

TEAM TOTAL:  6

BALTIMORE RAVENS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Flowers, Zay WR Boston College 22

 2 Choice to CHICAGO

 3 Simpson, Trenton LB Clemson 86

 4 Robinson, Tavius LB Mississippi 124

 5 Kelly, Kyu Blu DB Stanford 157

 6 Aumavae-Laulu, Sala T Oregon 199

 7 Vorhees, Andrew G Southern California 229

from CLEVELAND 

 7 Choice to JACKSONVILLE

through NEW YORK GIANTS

TEAM TOTAL:  6

NATIONAL   FOOTBALL  LEAGUE 

88th ANNUAL SELECTION MEETING

APRIL 27 - APRIL 29, 2023

TEAM-BY-TEAM

AT THE END OF ROUND 3

(Underclassmen are designated by "#" in front of the name)
(Compensatory Picks are designated by "+" in front of the name)



BUFFALO BILLS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Kincaid, Dalton TE Utah 25

from NEW YORK GIANTS through JACKSONVILLE

 1 Choice to JACKSONVILLE

 2 Torrence, O'Cyrus G Florida 59

 3 Williams, Dorian LB Tulane 91

 4 Choice to JACKSONVILLE

 5 Shorter, Justin WR Florida 150

from WASHINGTON 

 5 Choice to INDIANAPOLIS

 6 Choice to HOUSTON

 7 Broeker, Nick G Mississippi 230

from NEW YORK JETS through TAMPA BAY, HOUSTON, PHILADELPHIA and  
HOUSTON

 7 Choice to NEW ENGLAND

through ATLANTA

#  + 7 Austin, Alex DB Oregon State 252

from TAMPA BAY through LOS ANGELES RAMS

TEAM TOTAL:  6

NATIONAL   FOOTBALL  LEAGUE 

88th ANNUAL SELECTION MEETING

APRIL 27 - APRIL 29, 2023

TEAM-BY-TEAM

AT THE END OF ROUND 3

(Underclassmen are designated by "#" in front of the name)
(Compensatory Picks are designated by "+" in front of the name)



CAROLINA PANTHERS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Young, Bryce QB Alabama 1

from CHICAGO 

 1 Choice to PHILADELPHIA

through CHICAGO

 2 Mingo, Jonathan WR Mississippi 39

 3 Choice to NEW ENGLAND

 3 Johnson, D.J. LB Oregon 80

from PITTSBURGH 

 4 Zavala, Chandler G North Carolina State 114

 5 Robinson, Jammie DB Florida State 145

 6 Choice to NEW ENGLAND

 7 Choice to JACKSONVILLE

TEAM TOTAL:  5

NATIONAL   FOOTBALL  LEAGUE 

88th ANNUAL SELECTION MEETING

APRIL 27 - APRIL 29, 2023

TEAM-BY-TEAM

AT THE END OF ROUND 3

(Underclassmen are designated by "#" in front of the name)
(Compensatory Picks are designated by "+" in front of the name)



CHICAGO BEARS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Choice to CAROLINA

 1 Wright, Darnell T Tennessee 10

from NEW ORLEANS through PHILADELPHIA

 2 Choice to PITTSBURGH

#  2 Dexter, Gervon DT Florida 53

from BALTIMORE 

 2 Stevenson, Tyrique DB Miami 56

from JACKSONVILLE 

 3 Pickens, Zacch DT South Carolina 64

 4 Choice to NEW ORLEANS

 4 Johnson, Roschon RB Texas 115

from NEW ORLEANS 

#  4 Scott, Tyler WR Cincinnati 133

from PHILADELPHIA 

 5 Choice to JACKSONVILLE

#  5 Sewell, Noah LB Oregon 148

from NEW ENGLAND through BALTIMORE

 5 Smith, Terell DB Minnesota 165

from PHILADELPHIA through NEW ORLEANS

 6 Choice to DALLAS

through MIAMI and KANSAS CITY

 7 Bell, Travis DT Kennesaw State 218

 + 7 Williamson, Kendall DB Stanford 258

TEAM TOTAL:  10

NATIONAL   FOOTBALL  LEAGUE 

88th ANNUAL SELECTION MEETING

APRIL 27 - APRIL 29, 2023

TEAM-BY-TEAM

AT THE END OF ROUND 3

(Underclassmen are designated by "#" in front of the name)
(Compensatory Picks are designated by "+" in front of the name)



CINCINNATI BENGALS

Round Name Pos College Overall

#  1 Murphy, Myles DE Clemson 28

 2 Turner, D.J. DB Michigan 60

 3 Choice to KANSAS CITY

 3 Battle, Jordan DB Alabama 95

from KANSAS CITY 

 4 Jones, Charlie WR Purdue 131

 5 Brown, Chase RB Illinois 163

 6 Iosivas, Andrei WR Princeton 206

 + 6 Robbins, Brad P Michigan 217

from KANSAS CITY 

 7 Ivey, D.J. DB Miami 246

TEAM TOTAL:  8

NATIONAL   FOOTBALL  LEAGUE 

88th ANNUAL SELECTION MEETING

APRIL 27 - APRIL 29, 2023

TEAM-BY-TEAM

AT THE END OF ROUND 3

(Underclassmen are designated by "#" in front of the name)
(Compensatory Picks are designated by "+" in front of the name)



CLEVELAND BROWNS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Choice to DETROIT

through HOUSTON and  ARIZONA

 2 Choice to GREEN BAY

through NEW YORK JETS

 3 Choice to NEW YORK GIANTS

through HOUSTON and LOS ANGELES RAMS

 3 Tillman, Cedric WR Tennessee 74

from NEW YORK JETS 

 + 3 Ika, Siaki DT Baylor 98

 4 Jones, Dawand T Ohio State 111

 4 McGuire, Isaiah DE Missouri 126

from MINNESOTA 

 5 Thompson-Robinson, Dorian QB UCLA 140

from LOS ANGELES RAMS 

#  5 Mitchell, Cameron DB Northwestern 142

#  6 Wypler, Luke C Ohio State 190

 7 Choice to BALTIMORE

TEAM TOTAL:  7

NATIONAL   FOOTBALL  LEAGUE 

88th ANNUAL SELECTION MEETING

APRIL 27 - APRIL 29, 2023

TEAM-BY-TEAM

AT THE END OF ROUND 3

(Underclassmen are designated by "#" in front of the name)
(Compensatory Picks are designated by "+" in front of the name)



DALLAS COWBOYS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Smith, Mazi DT Michigan 26

 2 Schoonmaker, Luke TE Michigan 58

 3 Overshown, DeMarvion LB Texas 90

 4 Fehoko, Viliami DE San Jose State 129

 5 Choice to LOS ANGELES RAMS

through HOUSTON

 + 5 Richards, Asim T North Carolina 169

 + 5 Choice to INDIANAPOLIS

 6 Scott, Eric DB Southern Mississippi 178

from CHICAGO through MIAMI and KANSAS CITY

 6 Choice to NEW YORK JETS

through LAS VEGAS

#  + 6 Vaughn, Deuce RB Kansas State 212

 7 Brooks, Jalen WR South Carolina 244

TEAM TOTAL:  8

NATIONAL   FOOTBALL  LEAGUE 

88th ANNUAL SELECTION MEETING

APRIL 27 - APRIL 29, 2023

TEAM-BY-TEAM

AT THE END OF ROUND 3

(Underclassmen are designated by "#" in front of the name)
(Compensatory Picks are designated by "+" in front of the name)



DENVER BRONCOS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Choice to SEATTLE

 2 Choice to SEATTLE

#  2 Mims, Marvin WR Oklahoma 63

from KANSAS CITY through DETROIT

#  3 Sanders, Drew LB Arkansas 67

from INDIANAPOLIS 

 3 Choice to DETROIT

 3 Moss, Riley DB Iowa 83

from SEATTLE 

 4 Choice to SEATTLE

 5 Choice to ARIZONA

through DETROIT

 6 Skinner, J.L. DB Boise State 183

reacquired through DETROIT

 7 Choice to MINNESOTA

through SAN FRANCISCO

 + 7 Forsyth, Alex C Oregon 257

from NEW ORLEANS 

TEAM TOTAL:  5

NATIONAL   FOOTBALL  LEAGUE 

88th ANNUAL SELECTION MEETING

APRIL 27 - APRIL 29, 2023

TEAM-BY-TEAM

AT THE END OF ROUND 3

(Underclassmen are designated by "#" in front of the name)
(Compensatory Picks are designated by "+" in front of the name)



DETROIT LIONS

Round Name Pos College Overall

#  1 Gibbs, Jahmyr RB Alabama 12

from CLEVELAND through HOUSTON and  ARIZONA

 1 Campbell, Jack LB Iowa 18

 2 LaPorta, Sam TE Iowa 34

from ARIZONA 

#  2 Branch, Brian DB Alabama 45

from GREEN BAY 

 2 Choice to TAMPA BAY

through GREEN BAY

 3 Hooker, Hendon QB Tennessee 68

from DENVER 

 3 Choice to TENNESSEE

through ARIZONA

 + 3 Martin, Brodric DT Western Kentucky 96

from ARIZONA 

 4 Choice to KANSAS CITY

through MINNESOTA

 5 Sorsdal, Colby G William & Mary 152

 6 Choice to KANSAS CITY

 7 Green, Antoine WR North Carolina 219

from HOUSTON through MINNESOTA and PHILADELPHIA

 7 Choice to GREEN BAY

through LOS ANGELES RAMS

TEAM TOTAL:  8

NATIONAL   FOOTBALL  LEAGUE 

88th ANNUAL SELECTION MEETING

APRIL 27 - APRIL 29, 2023

TEAM-BY-TEAM

AT THE END OF ROUND 3

(Underclassmen are designated by "#" in front of the name)
(Compensatory Picks are designated by "+" in front of the name)



GREEN BAY PACKERS

Round Name Pos College Overall

#  1 Van Ness, Lukas LB Iowa 13

from NEW YORK JETS 

 1 Choice to NEW YORK JETS

 2 Musgrave, Luke TE Oregon State 42

from CLEVELAND through NEW YORK JETS

 2 Choice to DETROIT

 2 Reed, Jayden WR Michigan State 50

from TAMPA BAY 

#  3 Kraft, Tucker TE South Dakota State 78

#  4 Wooden, Colby DT Auburn 116

 5 Clifford, Sean QB Penn State 149

 5 Wicks, Dontayvion WR Virginia 159

from JACKSONVILLE through ATLANTA and DETROIT

 + 5 Choice to LAS VEGAS

through NEW YORK JETS

 6 Brooks, Karl DT Bowling Green 179

from HOUSTON through TAMPA BAY

 6 Choice to TAMPA BAY

through LOS ANGELES RAMS, HOUSTON and  PHILADELPHIA

 6 Carlson, Anders K Auburn 207

from SAN FRANCISCO through HOUSTON and  NEW YORK JETS

#  7 Valentine, Carrington DB Kentucky 232

#  7 Nichols, Lew RB Central Michigan 235

from DETROIT through LOS ANGELES RAMS

 7 Johnson, Anthony DB Iowa State 242

from JACKSONVILLE 

 + 7 DuBose, Grant WR North Carolina-Charlotte 256

TEAM TOTAL:  13

NATIONAL   FOOTBALL  LEAGUE 

88th ANNUAL SELECTION MEETING

APRIL 27 - APRIL 29, 2023

TEAM-BY-TEAM

AT THE END OF ROUND 3

(Underclassmen are designated by "#" in front of the name)
(Compensatory Picks are designated by "+" in front of the name)



HOUSTON TEXANS

Round Name Pos College Overall

#  1 Stroud, C.J. QB Ohio State 2

 1 Anderson, Will DE Alabama 3

from ARIZONA 

 2 Choice to TENNESSEE

through ARIZONA

 2 Scruggs, Juice C Penn State 62

from PHILADELPHIA 

 3 Choice to PHILADELPHIA

 3 Dell, Nathaniel WR Houston 69

from LOS ANGELES RAMS through DENVER

 4 Choice to LAS VEGAS

 4 Horton, Dylan DE Texas Christian 109

from LAS VEGAS 

 5 Choice Forfeited

 + 5 To'oTo'o, Henry LB Alabama 167

from LOS ANGELES RAMS 

 6 Choice to GREEN BAY

through TAMPA BAY

 6 Patterson, Jarrett G Notre Dame 201

from MINNESOTA 

 6 Hutchinson, Xavier WR Iowa State 205

from BUFFALO 

 7 Choice to DETROIT

through MINNESOTA and PHILADELPHIA

#  7 Hill, Brandon DB Pittsburgh 248

from PHILADELPHIA 

 + 7 Choice to LOS ANGELES RAMS

TEAM TOTAL:  9

NATIONAL   FOOTBALL  LEAGUE 

88th ANNUAL SELECTION MEETING

APRIL 27 - APRIL 29, 2023

TEAM-BY-TEAM

AT THE END OF ROUND 3

(Underclassmen are designated by "#" in front of the name)
(Compensatory Picks are designated by "+" in front of the name)



INDIANAPOLIS COLTS

Round Name Pos College Overall

#  1 Richardson, Anthony QB Florida 4

 2 Choice to LAS VEGAS

 2 Brents, Julius DB Kansas State 44

from ATLANTA 

 3 Choice to DENVER

#  3 Downs, Josh WR North Carolina 79

from WASHINGTON 

 4 Freeland, Blake T Brigham Young 106

 4 Adebawore, Adetomiwa DT Northwestern 110

from TENNESSEE through ATLANTA

 5 Rush, Darius DB South Carolina 138

 5 Scott, Daniel DB California 158

from MINNESOTA 

 5 Mallory, Will TE Miami 162

from BUFFALO 

 + 5 Hull, Evan RB Northwestern 176

from DALLAS 

 6 Choice to TAMPA BAY

 + 6 Leo, Titus DE Wagner 211

from MINNESOTA 

#  7 Jones, Jaylon DB Texas A&M 221

 7 Witt, Jake T Northern Michigan 236

from TAMPA BAY 

TEAM TOTAL:  12

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Choice to NEW YORK GIANTS

#  1 Harrison, Anton T Oklahoma 27

from BUFFALO 
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 2 Choice to CHICAGO

#  2 Strange, Brenton TE Penn State 61

from SAN FRANCISCO through CAROLINA and CHICAGO

#  3 Bigsby, Tank RB Auburn 88

 4 Miller, Ventrell LB Florida 121

from TAMPA BAY 

 4 Choice to NEW ORLEANS

 4 Lacy, Tyler DE Oklahoma State 130

from BUFFALO 

 5 Abdullah, Yasir LB Louisville 136

from CHICAGO 

 5 Choice to GREEN BAY

through ATLANTA and DETROIT

#  5 Johnson, Antonio DB Texas A&M 160

from NEW YORK GIANTS 

#  6 Washington, Parker WR Penn State 185

from NEW YORK JETS 

 6 Braswell, Christian DB Rutgers 202

 6 Hallett, Erick DB Pittsburgh 208

from PHILADELPHIA 

 7 Hodges, Cooper G Appalachian State 226

from CAROLINA 

 7 Vohasek, Raymond NT North Carolina 227

from NEW ORLEANS 

 7 Parish, Derek RB Houston 240

from BALTIMORE through NEW YORK GIANTS

 7 Choice to GREEN BAY

TEAM TOTAL:  13
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KANSAS CITY CHIEFS

Round Name Pos College Overall

#  1 Anudike-Uzomah, Felix DE Kansas State 31

 2 Rice, Rashee WR Southern Methodist 55

from MINNESOTA through DETROIT

 2 Choice to DENVER

through DETROIT

 3 Morris, Wanya T Oklahoma 92

from CINCINNATI 

 3 Choice to CINCINNATI

 + 3 Choice to LAS VEGAS

through NEW YORK GIANTS

 4 Conner, Chamarri DB Virginia Tech 119

from DETROIT through MINNESOTA

 4 Choice to MINNESOTA

 5 Thompson, B.J. DE Stephen F. Austin 166

 6 Coburn, Keondre NT Texas 194

from DETROIT 

 6 Choice to NEW YORK GIANTS

 + 6 Choice to CINCINNATI

 7 Choice to PHILADELPHIA

through DETROIT

 + 7 Jones, Nic DB Ball State 250

TEAM TOTAL:  7
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LAS VEGAS RAIDERS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Wilson, Tyree DE Texas Tech 7

#  2 Mayer, Michael TE Notre Dame 35

from INDIANAPOLIS 

 2 Choice to ATLANTA

through INDIANAPOLIS

 3 Young, Byron DT Alabama 70

 + 3 Tucker, Tre WR Cincinnati 100

from KANSAS CITY through NEW YORK GIANTS

 4 Bennett, Jakorian DB Maryland 104

from HOUSTON 

 4 Choice to HOUSTON

 + 4 O'Connell, Aidan QB Purdue 135

from NEW ENGLAND 

 5 Choice to MINNESOTA

through INDIANAPOLIS

 + 5 Smith, Christopher DB Georgia 170

from GREEN BAY through NEW YORK JETS

 + 5 Choice to LOS ANGELES RAMS

through HOUSTON

 6 Choice to NEW YORK JETS

through NEW ENGLAND

 6 Burney, Amari LB Florida 203

from NEW YORK GIANTS through HOUSTON

 + 6 Choice to NEW ENGLAND

 7 Choice to ATLANTA

 7 Silvera, Nesta Jade DT Arizona State 231

from NEW ENGLAND 

TEAM TOTAL:  9
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LOS ANGELES CHARGERS

Round Name Pos College Overall

#  1 Johnston, Quentin WR Texas Christian 21

#  2 Tuipulotu, Tuli LB Southern California 54

 3 Henley, Daiyan LB Washington State 85

 4 Davis, Derius WR Texas Christian 125

 5 McFadden, Jordan T Clemson 156

 6 Matlock, Scott DT Boise State 200

reacquired through CHICAGO

 7 Duggan, Max QB Texas Christian 239

TEAM TOTAL:  7

LOS ANGELES RAMS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Choice to ARIZONA

through DETROIT

 2 Avila, Steve G Texas Christian 36

 3 Choice to HOUSTON

through DENVER

 3 Young, Byron LB Tennessee 77

from NEW ENGLAND through MIAMI

 3 Turner, Kobie DT Wake Forest 89

from NEW YORK GIANTS 

 4 Choice to NEW ENGLAND

 4 Bennett, Stetson QB Georgia 128

from NEW YORK GIANTS 

 5 Choice to CLEVELAND

 5 Hampton, Nick LB Appalachian State 161

from DALLAS through HOUSTON

 + 5 Choice to HOUSTON

 + 5 Choice to TAMPA BAY
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 + 5 McClendon, Warren T Georgia 174

from LAS VEGAS through HOUSTON

 + 5 Allen, Davis TE Clemson 175

from TAMPA BAY 

 + 5 Nacua, Puka WR Brigham Young 177

 6 Tomlinson, Tre'Vius DB Texas Christian 182

 6 Mathis, Ochaun LB Nebraska 189

from TENNESSEE 

#  + 6 Evans, Zach RB Mississippi 215

from WASHINGTON through BUFFALO

 7 Evans, Ethan P Wingate 223

 7 Taylor, Jason DB Oklahoma State 234

from PITTSBURGH 

 + 7 Choice to PITTSBURGH

 + 7 Johnson, Desjuan DT Toledo 259

from HOUSTON 

TEAM TOTAL:  14

MIAMI DOLPHINS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Choice Forfeited

#  2 Smith, Cam DB South Carolina 51

#  3 Achane, Devon RB Texas A&M 84

 4 Choice to ARIZONA

through KANSAS CITY and  DETROIT

 5 Choice to SAN FRANCISCO

 6 Higgins, Elijah TE Stanford 197

 7 Hayes, Ryan T Michigan 238

TEAM TOTAL:  4
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MINNESOTA VIKINGS

Round Name Pos College Overall

#  1 Addison, Jordan WR Southern California 23

 2 Choice to KANSAS CITY

through DETROIT

 3 Choice to SAN FRANCISCO

 + 3 Blackmon, Mekhi DB Southern California 102

from SAN FRANCISCO 

 4 Choice to CLEVELAND

 4 Ward, Jay DB Louisiana State 134

from KANSAS CITY 

#  5 Roy, Jaquelin NT Louisiana State 141

from LAS VEGAS through INDIANAPOLIS

 5 Choice to INDIANAPOLIS

 5 Hall, Jaren QB Brigham Young 164

from SAN FRANCISCO 

 6 Choice to HOUSTON

 + 6 Choice to INDIANAPOLIS

#  7 McBride, DeWayne RB Alabama-Birmingham 222

from DENVER through SAN FRANCISCO

 7 Choice to PITTSBURGH

through DENVER

TEAM TOTAL:  6
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NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Choice to PITTSBURGH

#  1 Gonzalez, Christian DB Oregon 17

from PITTSBURGH 

 2 White, Keion DE Georgia Tech 46

 3 Mapu, Marte LB Sacramento State 76

from CAROLINA 

 3 Choice to LOS ANGELES RAMS

through MIAMI

 4 Andrews, Jake C Troy 107

from LOS ANGELES RAMS 

 4 Ryland, Chad K Maryland 112

from NEW YORK JETS 

 4 Sow, Sidy G Eastern Michigan 117

 + 4 Choice to LAS VEGAS

 5 Mafi, Atonio G UCLA 144

from ATLANTA through LAS VEGAS

 5 Choice to CHICAGO

through BALTIMORE

#  6 Boutte, Kayshon WR Louisiana State 187

from CAROLINA 

 6 Baringer, Bryce P Michigan State 192

 + 6 Douglas, Demario WR Liberty 210

 + 6 Speed, Ameer DB Michigan State 214

from LAS VEGAS 

 7 Choice to LAS VEGAS

 7 Bolden, Isaiah DB Jackson State 245

from BUFFALO through ATLANTA

TEAM TOTAL:  12
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NEW ORLEANS SAINTS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Choice to CHICAGO

through PHILADELPHIA

#  1 Bresee, Bryan DT Clemson 29

from SAN FRANCISCO through MIAMI and DENVER

 2 Foskey, Isaiah DE Notre Dame 40

#  3 Miller, Kendre RB Texas Christian 71

 4 Saldiveri, Nick G Old Dominion 103

from CHICAGO 

 4 Choice to CHICAGO

 4 Haener, Jake QB Fresno State 127

from JACKSONVILLE 

 5 Howden, Jordan DB Minnesota 146

 6 Choice to PHILADELPHIA

through HOUSTON

 6 Perry, A.T. WR Wake Forest 195

from PITTSBURGH through DENVER

 7 Choice to JACKSONVILLE

 + 7 Choice to DENVER

TEAM TOTAL:  7
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NEW YORK GIANTS

Round Name Pos College Overall

#  1 Banks, Deonte DB Maryland 24

from JACKSONVILLE 

 1 Choice to BUFFALO

through JACKSONVILLE

 2 Schmitz, John Michael C Minnesota 57

#  3 Hyatt, Jalin WR Tennessee 73

from CLEVELAND through HOUSTON and LOS ANGELES RAMS

 3 Choice to LOS ANGELES RAMS

 4 Choice to LOS ANGELES RAMS

 5 Choice to JACKSONVILLE

 + 5 Gray, Eric RB Oklahoma 172

 6 Choice to LAS VEGAS

through HOUSTON

 6 Hawkins, Tre DB Old Dominion 209

from KANSAS CITY 

 7 Riley, Jordon DT Oregon 243

 + 7 Owens, Gervarrius DB Houston 254

TEAM TOTAL:  7
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NEW YORK JETS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Choice to GREEN BAY

 1 McDonald, Will DE Iowa State 15

from GREEN BAY 

#  2 Tippmann, Joe C Wisconsin 43

 3 Choice to CLEVELAND

 4 Choice to NEW ENGLAND

 4 Warren, Carter T Pittsburgh 120

from PITTSBURGH through NEW ENGLAND

#  5 Abanikanda, Israel RB Pittsburgh 143

 6 Barnes, Zaire LB Western Michigan 184

from LAS VEGAS through NEW ENGLAND

 6 Choice to JACKSONVILLE

 6 Bernard-Converse, Jarrick DB Louisiana State 204

from DALLAS through LAS VEGAS

 7 Kuntz, Zack TE Old Dominion 220

from ARIZONA through LAS VEGAS

 7 Choice to BUFFALO

through TAMPA BAY, HOUSTON, PHILADELPHIA and  HOUSTON

TEAM TOTAL:  7
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PHILADELPHIA EAGLES

Round Name Pos College Overall

#  1 Carter, Jalen DT Georgia 9

from CAROLINA through CHICAGO

 1 Smith, Nolan LB Georgia 30

 2 Choice to HOUSTON

 3 Steen, Tyler G Alabama 65

from HOUSTON 

 3 Brown, Sydney DB Illinois 66

from ARIZONA 

 3 Choice to ARIZONA

#  4 Ringo, Kelee DB Georgia 105

from ARIZONA through HOUSTON

 4 Choice to CHICAGO

 5 Choice to CHICAGO

through NEW ORLEANS

#  6 McKee, Tanner QB Stanford 188

from NEW ORLEANS through HOUSTON

 6 Choice to JACKSONVILLE

 7 Choice to HOUSTON

 7 Ojomo, Moro DT Texas 249

from KANSAS CITY through DETROIT

TEAM TOTAL:  7
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PITTSBURGH STEELERS

Round Name Pos College Overall

#  1 Jones, Broderick T Georgia 14

from NEW ENGLAND 

 1 Choice to NEW ENGLAND

#  2 Porter, Joey DB Penn State 32

from CHICAGO 

 2 Benton, Keeanu DT Wisconsin 49

 3 Choice to CAROLINA

#  3 Washington, Darnell TE Georgia 93

from SAN FRANCISCO through CAROLINA

 4 Choice to NEW YORK JETS

through NEW ENGLAND

#  4 Herbig, Nick LB Wisconsin 132

from SAN FRANCISCO through CAROLINA

 5 Choice to SEATTLE

 6 Choice to NEW ORLEANS

through DENVER

 7 Choice to LOS ANGELES RAMS

 7 Trice, Cory DB Purdue 241

from MINNESOTA through DENVER

 + 7 Anderson, Spencer T Maryland 251

from LOS ANGELES RAMS 

TEAM TOTAL:  7
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SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Choice to NEW ORLEANS

through MIAMI and DENVER

 2 Choice to JACKSONVILLE

through CAROLINA and CHICAGO

 3 Brown, Ji'Ayir DB Penn State 87

from MINNESOTA 

 3 Choice to PITTSBURGH

through CAROLINA

 + 3 Moody, Jake K Michigan 99

 + 3 Latu, Cameron TE Alabama 101

 + 3 Choice to MINNESOTA

 4 Choice to PITTSBURGH

through CAROLINA

 5 Luter, Darrell DB South Alabama 155

from MIAMI 

 5 Choice to MINNESOTA

 + 5 Beal, Robert DE Georgia 173

 6 Choice to GREEN BAY

through HOUSTON and  NEW YORK JETS

 + 6 Winters, Dee LB Texas Christian 216

 7 Willis, Brayden TE Oklahoma 247

 + 7 Bell, Ronnie WR Michigan 253

 + 7 Graham, Jalen LB Purdue 255

TEAM TOTAL:  9
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SEATTLE SEAHAWKS

Round Name Pos College Overall

 1 Witherspoon, Devon DB Illinois 5

from DENVER 

#  1 Smith-Njigba, Jaxon WR Ohio State 20

 2 Hall, Derick LB Auburn 37

from DENVER 

 2 Charbonnet, Zach RB UCLA 52

 3 Choice to DENVER

#  4 Bradford, Anthony G Louisiana State 108

from DENVER 

 4 Young, Cameron NT Mississippi State 123

#  5 Morris, Mike DE Michigan 151

from PITTSBURGH 

 5 Oluwatimi, Olusegun C Michigan 154

 6 Reed, Jerrick DB New Mexico 198

 7 McIntosh, Kenny RB Georgia 237

TEAM TOTAL:  10
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TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS

Round Name Pos College Overall

#  1 Kancey, Calijah DE Pittsburgh 19

 2 Mauch, Cody G North Dakota State 48

from DETROIT through GREEN BAY

 2 Choice to GREEN BAY

 3 Diaby, YaYa LB Louisville 82

 4 Choice to JACKSONVILLE

 5 Dennis, SirVocea LB Pittsburgh 153

 + 5 Durham, Payne TE Purdue 171

from LOS ANGELES RAMS 

 + 5 Choice to LOS ANGELES RAMS

 6 Hayes, Josh DB Kansas State 181

from INDIANAPOLIS 

 6 Palmer, Trey WR Nebraska 191

from GREEN BAY through LOS ANGELES RAMS, HOUSTON and  
PHILADELPHIA

 6 Ramirez, Jose LB Eastern Michigan 196

 7 Choice to INDIANAPOLIS

 + 7 Choice to BUFFALO

through LOS ANGELES RAMS

TEAM TOTAL:  8
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TENNESSEE TITANS

Round Name Pos College Overall

#  1 Skoronski, Peter T Northwestern 11

 2 Levis, Will QB Kentucky 33

from HOUSTON through ARIZONA

 2 Choice to ARIZONA

 3 Choice to ARIZONA

 3 Spears, Tyjae RB Tulane 81

from DETROIT through ARIZONA

 4 Choice to INDIANAPOLIS

through ATLANTA

 5 Whyle, Josh TE Cincinnati 147

 6 Duncan, Jaelyn T Maryland 186

from ATLANTA 

 6 Choice to LOS ANGELES RAMS

 7 Dowell, Colton WR Tennessee-Martin 228

TEAM TOTAL:  6
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WASHINGTON COMMANDERS

Round Name Pos College Overall

#  1 Forbes, Emmanuel DB Mississippi State 16

 2 Martin, Jartavius DB Illinois 47

 3 Choice to INDIANAPOLIS

 + 3 Stromberg, Ricky C Arkansas 97

 4 Daniels, Braeden T Utah 118

 5 Henry, K.J. DE Clemson 137

from ARIZONA through BUFFALO

 5 Choice to BUFFALO

 6 Rodriguez, Chris RB Kentucky 193

 + 6 Choice to LOS ANGELES RAMS

through BUFFALO

 7 Jones, Andre DE Louisiana-Lafayette 233

TEAM TOTAL:  7
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Trades 2023

No. 56 (04/29/23)

Baltimore Trades: Selection Choice: Round 6, 2024

Cleveland Trades: Selection Choice: Round 7, 2023 Overall # 229

No. 55 (04/29/23)

Buffalo Trades: Selection Choice: Round 6+, 2023 Overall # 215; from Washington

Los Angeles Rams Trade: Selection Choices: Round 7+, 2023 Overall # 252; from Tampa Bay

Round 6, 2024 from Denver

No. 54 (04/29/23)

Buffalo Trades: Selection Choice: Round 6, 2023 Overall # 205

Houston Trades: Selection Choices: Round 7, 2023 Overall # 230; from New York Jets

Round 6, 2024 from Dallas

No. 53 (04/29/23)*

Denver Trades: Selection Choice: Round 6, 2023 Overall # 195; from Pittsburgh

New Orleans Trades: Trautman, Adam TE Dayton

Selection Choice: Round 7+, 2023 Overall # 257

No. 52 (04/29/23)

Philadelphia Trades: Selection Choice: Round 6, 2023 Overall # 191; from Green Bay

Tampa Bay Trades: Selection Choice: Round 5, 2024

No. 51 (04/29/23)

Dallas Trades: Selection Choice: Round 5, 2024

Kansas City Trades: Selection Choice: Round 6, 2023 Overall # 178; from Chicago

No. 50 (04/29/23)

Houston Trades: Selection Choice: Round 6, 2023 Overall # 191; from Green Bay

Philadelphia Trades: Selection Choices: Round 7, 2023 Overall # 230; from New York Jets

Round 7, 2023 Overall # 248

No. 49 (04/29/23)

Los Angeles Rams Trade: Selection Choice: Round 5+, 2023 Overall # 171

Tampa Bay Trades: Selection Choices: Round 5+, 2023 Overall # 175

Round 7+, 2023 Overall # 252



No. 48 (04/29/23)

Las Vegas Trades: Selection Choices: Round 6, 2023 Overall # 204; from Dallas

Round 7, 2023 Overall # 220; from Arizona

New York Jets Trade: Selection Choice: Round 5+, 2023 Overall # 170; from Green Bay

No. 47 (04/29/23)

Houston Trades: Selection Choices: Round 5+, 2023 Overall # 174; from Las Vegas

Round 7+, 2023 Overall # 259

Los Angeles Rams Trade: Selection Choice: Round 5+, 2023 Overall # 167

No. 46 (04/29/23)

Indianapolis Trades: Selection Choice: Round 5, 2023 Overall # 141; from Las Vegas

Minnesota Trades: Selection Choices: Round 5, 2023 Overall # 158

Round 6+, 2023 Overall # 211

No. 45 (04/29/23)

Buffalo Trades: Selection Choice: Round 5, 2023 Overall # 137; from Arizona

Washington Trades: Selection Choices: Round 5, 2023 Overall # 150

Round 6+, 2023 Overall # 215

No. 44 (04/29/23)

Las Vegas Trades: Selection Choices: Round 5, 2023 Overall # 144; from Atlanta

Round 6+, 2023 Overall # 214

New England Trades: Selection Choice: Round 4+, 2023 Overall # 135

No. 43 (04/29/23)*

Detroit Trades: Swift, D'Andre RB Georgia

Selection Choice: Round 7, 2023 Overall # 249; from Kansas City

Philadelphia Trades: Selection Choices: Round 7, 2023 Overall # 219; from Houston

Round 4, 2025

No. 42 (04/29/23)

Jacksonville Trades: Selection Choice: Round 4, 2023 Overall # 127

New Orleans Trades: Selection Choices: Round 7, 2023 Overall # 227

Round 4, 2024

No. 41 (04/29/23)

Kansas City Trades: Selection Choices: Round 4, 2023 Overall # 134

Round 5, 2024

Minnesota Trades: Selection Choices: Round 4, 2023 Overall # 119; from Detroit



No. 40 (04/29/23)

New England Trades: Selection Choices: Round 4, 2023 Overall # 120; from Pittsburgh

Round 6, 2023 Overall # 184; from Las Vegas

New York Jets Trade: Selection Choice: Round 4, 2023 Overall # 112

No. 39 (04/29/23)

Houston Trades: Selection Choice: Round 4, 2023 Overall # 105; from Arizona

Philadelphia Trades: Selection Choice: Round 3, 2024

No. 38 (04/29/23)

Houston Trades: Selection Choices: Round 4, 2023 Overall # 104

Round 6, 2023 Overall # 203; from New York Giants

Las Vegas Trades: Selection Choices: Round 4, 2023 Overall # 109

Round 5+, 2023 Overall # 174

No. 37 (04/29/23)

Chicago Trades: Selection Choice: Round 4, 2023 Overall # 103

New Orleans Trades: Selection Choices: Round 4, 2023 Overall # 115

Round 5, 2023 Overall # 165; from Philadelphia

No. 36 (04/28/23)

Arizona Trades: Selection Choice: Round 3+, 2023 Overall # 96

Detroit Trades: Selection Choices: Round 4, 2023 Overall # 122; from Miami

Round 5, 2023 Overall # 139; from Denver

Round 5+, 2023 Overall # 168; from Arizona

No. 35 (04/28/23)

Cincinnati Trades: Selection Choice: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 92

Kansas City Trades: Selection Choices: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 95

Round 6+, 2023 Overall # 217

No. 34 (04/28/23)

Minnesota Trades: Selection Choice: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 87

San Francisco Trades: Selection Choices: Round 3+, 2023 Overall # 102

Round 5, 2023 Overall # 164

Round 7, 2023 Overall # 222; from Denver

No. 33 (04/28/23)*

Denver Trades: Selection Choices: Round 4, 2023 Overall # 108

Round 3, 2024 from New Orleans

Seattle Trades: Selection Choice: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 83



No. 32 (04/28/23)

Carolina Trades: Selection Choices: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 93; from San Francisco

Round 4, 2023 Overall # 132; from San Francisco

Pittsburgh Trades: Selection Choice: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 80

No. 31 (04/28/23)

Los Angeles Rams Trade: Selection Choice: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 73; from Cleveland

New York Giants Trade: Selection Choices: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 89

Round 4, 2023 Overall # 128

No. 30 (04/28/23)

Houston Trades: Selection Choices: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 73; from Cleveland

Round 5, 2023 Overall # 161; from Dallas

Los Angeles Rams Trade: Selection Choices: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 69

Round 6, 2023 Overall # 191; from Green Bay

No. 29 (04/28/23)

Denver Trades: Selection Choices: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 68

Round 5, 2023 Overall # 139

Detroit Trades: Selection Choices: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 63

Round 6, 2023 Overall # 183; from Denver

No. 28 (04/28/23)

Houston Trades: Selection Choices: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 65

Round 6, 2023 Overall # 188; from New Orleans

Round 7, 2023 Overall # 230; from New York Jets

Philadelphia Trades: Selection Choice: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 62

No. 27 (04/28/23)

Chicago Trades: Selection Choices: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 61; from San Francisco

Round 5, 2023 Overall # 136

Jacksonville Trades: Selection Choice: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 56

No. 26 (04/28/23)

Detroit Trades: Selection Choices: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 55; from Minnesota

Round 6, 2023 Overall # 194

Kansas City Trades: Selection Choices: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 63

Round 4, 2023 Overall # 122; from Miami

Round 7, 2023 Overall # 249



No. 25 (04/28/23)

Green Bay Trades: Selection Choice: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 48; from Detroit

Tampa Bay Trades: Selection Choices: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 50

Round 6, 2023 Overall # 179; from Houston

No. 24 (04/28/23)

Detroit Trades: Selection Choices: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 48

Round 5, 2023 Overall # 159; from Jacksonville

Green Bay Trades: Selection Choice: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 45

No. 23 (04/28/23)

Atlanta Trades: Selection Choices: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 44

Round 4, 2023 Overall # 110; from Tennessee

Indianapolis Trades: Selection Choice: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 38; from Las Vegas

No. 22 (04/28/23)

Indianapolis Trades: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 35

Las Vegas Trades: Selection Choices: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 38

Round 5, 2023 Overall # 141

No. 21 (04/28/23)

Arizona Trades: Selection Choices: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 33; from Houston

Round 3, 2023 Overall # 81; from Detroit

Tennessee Trades: Selection Choices: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 41

Round 3, 2023 Overall # 72

Round 3, 2024

No. 20 (04/27/23)

Buffalo Trades: Selection Choices: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 27

Round 4, 2023 Overall # 130

Jacksonville Trades: Selection Choice: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 25; from New York Giants

No. 19 (04/27/23)

Jacksonville Trades: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 24

New York Giants Trade: Selection Choices: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 25

Round 5, 2023 Overall # 160

Round 7, 2023 Overall # 240; from Baltimore



No. 18 (04/27/23)

New England Trades: Selection Choice: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 14

Pittsburgh Trades: Selection Choices: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 17

Round 4, 2023 Overall # 120

No. 17 (04/27/23)

Chicago Trades: Selection Choice: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 9; from Carolina

Philadelphia Trades: Selection Choices: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 10; from New Orleans

Round 4, 2024

No. 16 (04/27/23)

Arizona Trades: Selection Choices: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 12; from Cleveland

Round 2, 2023 Overall # 34

Round 5+, 2023 Overall # 168

Detroit Trades: Selection Choices: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 6; from Los Angeles Rams

Round 3, 2023 Overall # 81

No. 15 (04/27/23)

Arizona Trades: Selection Choices: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 3

Round 4, 2023 Overall # 105

Houston Trades: Selection Choices: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 12; from Cleveland

Round 2, 2023 Overall # 33

Round 1, 2024

Round 3, 2024

No. 14 (04/27/23)

Arizona Trades: Selection Choice: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 66

Philadelphia Trades: Selection Choices: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 94

Round 5, 2024

No. 13 (04/26/23)*

Green Bay Trades: Rodgers, Aaron QB California

Selection Choices: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 15

Round 5+, 2023 Overall # 170

New York Jets Trade: Selection Choices: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 13

Round 2, 2023 Overall # 42; from Cleveland

Round 6, 2023 Overall # 207; from San Francisco

Round 2, 2024



No. 12 (04/21/23)

Los Angeles Rams Trade: Robinson, Allen WR Penn State

Selection Choice: Round 7+, 2023 Overall # 251

Pittsburgh Trades: Selection Choice: Round 7, 2023 Overall # 234

No. 11 (04/13/23)

Atlanta Trades: Selection Choice: Round 5, 2023 Overall # 159; from Jacksonville

Detroit Trades: Okudah, Jeff CB Ohio State

No. 10 (03/27/23)*

Carolina Trades: Gonzalez, Zane K Arizona State

Selection Choice: Round 7, 2025

San Francisco Trades: Selection Choice: Round 7, 2025

No. 9 (03/23/23)

Cleveland Trades: Selection Choice: Round 2, 2023 Overall # 42

New York Jets Trade: Moore, Elijah WR Mississippi

Selection Choice: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 74

No. 8 (03/19/23)

Dallas Trades: Selection Choices: Round 5, 2023 Overall # 161

Round 6, 2024

Houston Trades: Cooks, Brandin WR Oregon State

No. 7 (03/15/23)

Baltimore Trades: Clark, Chuck SS Virginia Tech

New York Jets Trade: Selection Choice: Round 7, 2024

No. 6 (03/15/23)

Atlanta Trades: Selection Choice: Round 7, 2023 Overall # 245; from Buffalo

New England Trades: Smith, Jonnu TE Florida International

No. 5 (03/15/23)

Houston Trades: Selection Choice: Round 6, 2023 Overall # 179

Tampa Bay Trades: Mason, Shaquille G Georgia Tech

Selection Choice: Round 7, 2023 Overall # 230; from New York Jets

No. 4 (03/15/23)

Los Angeles Rams Trade: Ramsey, Jalen CB Florida State

Miami Trades: Long, Hunter TE Boston College

Selection Choice: Round 3, 2023 Overall # 77; from New England



No. 3 (03/15/23)

Dallas Trades: Selection Choice: Round 5+, 2023 Overall # 176

Indianapolis Trades: Gilmore, Stephon CB South Carolina

No. 2 (03/15/23)

Las Vegas Trades: Waller, Darren TE Georgia Tech

New York Giants Trade: Selection Choice: Round 3+, 2023 Overall # 100; from Kansas City

No. 1 (03/15/23)

Carolina Trades: Moore, D.J. WR Maryland

Selection Choices: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 9

Round 2, 2023 Overall # 61; from San Francisco

Round 1, 2024

Round 2, 2025

Chicago Trades: Selection Choice: Round 1, 2023 Overall # 1

* Conditional trade

+ Compensatory Selection



OL PETER SKORONSKI
1ST ROUND, 11TH OVERALL

T E N N E S S E E  T I TA N S
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77 Peter Skoronski  
• Height: 6-4 
• Weight: 315 
• Position: OL 
• Class: Junior 
• Hometown: Park Ridge, Illinois 
• High School: Maine South 

 

 

2022 Junior: 

• AP First Team Preseason All-American 
• Named PFF Offensive Player of the Week after allowing no sacks and leading the 

rushing attack to 224 yards and two TDs against Nebraska (8/27) 
• Named to PFF Week 3 Team of the Week for his performance against Southern Illinois 

(9/17) 
• Named to PFF Week 12 Team of the Week for his performance at Purdue (11/19) 
• Named to PFF Week 13 Team of the Week for his performance against Illinois (11/26) 
• Finished the season with PFF’s highest pass-blocking grade in the country at 93.0, (also 

one of highest of all time), allowed only six pressures on 480 pass-blocking snaps 
• Best PFF single-season pass blocking grade recorded over last two years 
• Finished  with a 79.1 PFF run-blocking grade, ranking 5th among all qualifying Power 5 

tackles 
• Named Rimington-Pace Big Ten Offensive Lineman of the Year (first ever by an NU 

lineman) 
• First Northwestern OL to earn two All-Big Ten first team awards and third Wildcat to do 

so under Pat Fitzgerald 
• 2022 Unanimous First Team All-American (first ever by an NU player) 
• Named to 2022 All-Big Ten First Team by coaches and media 
• Finished as a finalist for the 2022 Outland Trophy, recognizing nation’s best college 

interior lineman on both offense and defense 

2021 Sophomore: 

• All-Big Ten First Team (coaches) and All-Big Ten Second Team (media) 
• Started all 12 games as a sophomore 
• Paved the way for Evan Hull's 1,000-yard season on the ground 

2020 First-Year:  

• All-Big Ten Second Team ... First Northwestern first-year to do so since Paddy Fisher in 
2017 

• 247Sports True Freshman All-American 



• Highest graded true first-year in the Big Ten among all positions 
• Started every game for the Wildcats as a first-year 
• Helped pave the way for 16 rushing touchdowns and a 162.8 rushing yards per game 

average 
• Helped offensive line allow just 1.29 sacks per game in the Big Ten regular season, the 

third fewest in the conference and 21st in the nation.  

High School: 

• Four-star prospect committed to Northwestern on May 4, 2019 
• No. 4 center nationally and No. 2 player in Illinois (247Sports) ... 0.9468 rating by 

247Sports is the fourth highest by an NU signee in program history 
• Three-year letter winner and 2019 team captain 
• Recorded 173 pancakes in three seasons 
• Earned All-State honors in 2018 and 2019  
• Three-time All-Conference and All-Area selection 
• Led Maine South to back-to-back-to-back CSL conference championships 
• Was a member of the 2016 state champion team 
• Also lettered three times in basketball and three times in track and field 
• National Honor Society member 
• Chose NU over offers from Duke, Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Notre Dame, Penn State and 

Stanford. 

 



TITANS 2023 DRAFTEE 
QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
OL PETER SKORONSKI (1ST ROUND, 11TH OVERALL) 

 

PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 

Full name:  Peter Joseph Skoronski 

Position:  OL 

Height:  6-4 

Weight:  213 

Date of Birth: 7/31/01 

Birthplace: Chicago, IL 

Marital status:  N/A 

Name of spouse/fiancée (if applicable):  N/A 

Children's names and ages (if applicable):  N/A 

Nickname:  Pete 

Names of parents:  Anne & Bob 

Number of siblings:  2 siblings: Elizabeth, Robbie 

Agent’s name:  Patrick Collins 

Twitter:  @pskoronski 

Instagram:  @peterskoronski 

 

COLLEGE 
 

College(s) attended:  Northwestern 

College major:  Economics 

Redshirt season(s):  None 

Degree earned (yes or no): No 

Month & year of graduation (if applicable):  TBD 

College jersey number:  77 

Significance of jersey number: Grandfather, Bob Skoronski 
wore 76 under Vince Lombardi and the Packers. It wasn’t 
available, so he chose 77.  

 

 

HIGH SCHOOL 
 

High school (city, state):  Maine South High School (Park 
Ridge, Ill.) 

Mascot:  Hawks 

Year of graduation:  2020 

Other sports played in high school:  Basketball, Shot put, 
Discus  

 

 

OFF THE FIELD 

 

Relatives or close childhood friends in professional sports:  Grandfather, Bob Skoronski, played left tackle for the Green Bay 
Packers  

Family members currently or previously in the military:  Grandfather was in the Air Force for two years (Bob Skoronski) 

Superstitions or pregame rituals: Big knock on wood guy, loves to feel bad during warm ups that’s how he knows he will be okay  

Outside of football and your family, what is something you’re passionate about?  History nerd, minored in history 

Biggest challenge overcome in your life and/or football career:  Tough seasons at Northwestern, and losing his grandfather, Bob 

Football role model: Grandfather (Bob) 

Hidden talent or a talent you wish you had?  Wishes he could sing, used to play trombone  

Personal connections or past experiences in Nashville: One visit to Vanderbilt and agent lives here  



  Titans 2023 Draftee Questionnaire 

Who are the top 3 Artists you’d have on your festival lineup? Luke Combs, Tim McGraw, Darius Rucker 

Off-the-field interests and hobbies: Golf, watching Netflix, cooking (more of a necessity)  

Do you have any pets? Dog, black lab named Flim (yes Flim) 

What do you spend more money on than you should? Chipotle 

What was your first job: Worked at a gym in hometown 

Movie you can always re-watch: The Blind Side  

Best TV show to binge:  The Office 

Favorite musician or band: Luke Combs 

 

 



TITANS DRAFT TRANSCRIPT 
April 27-29, 2023 

 

OL PETER SKORONSKI (ROUND 1, 11th OVERALL) 
APRIL 27, 2023 

 
PRESS CONFERENCE WITH LOCAL MEDIA 

 
 
 
G PETER SKORONSKI 
(on how much he felt the Titans were interested in him) 

I felt like, honestly, they probably had a need at O-line. My interview went really well. They seemed to be 
really interested in me and what I had to say. Coach Vrabel was very involved in the meeting, too. That was a 
good sign so I felt like I could be a possible fit there. They definitely seemed interested in me.  

(on if he will play guard or tackle with the Titans) 

I don't really have too much of a preference. I'll play where the Titans need me to play. I think my biggest thing 
is I can play any position, including tackle, but guard, center and right side too. I'm happy to help the team, so 
I’ll play wherever. 

(on overcoming criticism about his arm length) 

Yeah, you know obviously, that came up a ton. There's so much more that goes into a pass block or a run block 
than just arms. There's things I can do to fix them, including my hands. There's so much more in terms of 
footwork and hand placement and hand usage that I can definitely use to overcome that arm length deal. 

(on if his strength is more of a pass protector or run blocker) 

I think I've become pretty proficient at both. I think early on in my career in college I was definitely more of a 
pass protector, but I really worked hard in recent years to get better at run blocking too. I think I do both well. 
Obviously at O-lineman, we love to run the ball. Run blocking is kind of fun, but I love to pass block too. I don't 
know if I really have something I prefer or that I’m more proficient at.  I obviously just try to perfect both sides 
of the game. 

(on if the Titans were a preferred destination for him with the team’s history of running the ball) 

Yeah, for sure. Like I said, I’m an O-lineman. I love to run the ball and the Titans are obviously huge on that. I 
was really, really happy with that. That was definitely a big thing that I thought the Titans would be awesome 
just for that aspect alone. 

(on how much his versatility came into play with what the Titans liked about him) 

Yeah, I think, you know, I think any O-line coach is going to like that. Obviously, you never know what's gonna 
happen on O-lines. You want guys who can play multiple positions, which I think I can do. I think, obviously, 
Coach Hoss and Coach Vrabel really valued that. I think that was an asset for me in this process. 



  Titans 2023 Draft Transcript 

(on Titans Coach Mike Vrabel referring to him as violent and if that is a good thing on the offensive line) 

I think so. Yeah, it's the trenches, man, You gotta be violent. 

(on the significance of watching the draft at a pizzeria) 

We've come here my whole life. My dad's an investor here. My baptism reception was held here so it's about as 
old as I am. It felt like the best place to have this major event. It’s pretty private too, so definitely a top spot to 
go. 

(on who he models his game after and who he thinks he is similar to) 

There's tons of guys that I've watched growing up and continue to watch, (Los Angeles Chargers Guard) 
Rashawn Slater obviously being a number one, having been my teammate. Growing up I loved watching 
(Indianapolis Colts Guard) Quenton Nelson, (former Cleveland Browns Tackle) Joe Thomas. Having been a 
Packers fan growing up, (Green Bay Tackle) David Bakhtiari. I don't know if I’m necessarily just like them in 
that sense. But I think it's someone, guys I look towards and try to take stuff from their game and try to emulate 
that. But those are definitely some names that I really like to watch. 

(on the biggest differences in playing guard and tackle) 

I'll be completely honest. I don't have a ton of experience at guard, especially at the college level. I know that 
things happen a lot faster, especially at pass rush for sure. It will be a timing thing for sure. I think that will 
challenge me. I've got a ton of experience but I’m ready to learn anywhere and adapt to whatever position I’m 
at. I guess I’ll learn that as I go in the process. 

(on what it has been like at the pizzeria where he is)  

Yeah, I’m outside, because it's about a 100 people inside right now and you guys will not be able to hear me. 
I'm sure you're always through for long, anyways. But outside right now, because (there are) just tons of tons of 
fun for just everyone. So excited and supported with me, and had to run away like in the corner to get the phone 
call originally, but just awesome to be surrounded by supported people and a lot of people for sure. That's why 
I’m outside right now.  

(on the name of the pizzeria) 

Should I reveal that? Well, just for the sake of local media, maybe keep that private? Maybe sometime 
tomorrow I can say.  

(on what he had to eat and drink) 

I've only had about, I probably had one beer. I don't know I've got to stay locked in for the night. Tons of pizza 
that I've been eating.  I don’t know if you guys can tell, I'm pretty sweaty right now, it’s hot in here. 

(on how much growing up in a football family had an impact on his career and love of the game)   

For sure, yeah, you know, my grandfather having played with the Packers, you know it's just wanting to follow 
in his footsteps and playing that up all some day. So it's been a it's been a goal of mine from since I knew what 
football was so super happy and yeah, just happy to carry on his legacy. 



  Titans 2023 Draft Transcript 

(on how much being a Big Ten guy he knows of his new teammate Nicholas Petit-Frere)  

Yeah, I obviously watched him a ton on film in terms of scouting other defenses, and I've always thought he's a 
really good player. Just so athletic and physical just kind of someone that you want to play as well as too, 
because he had a great career at Ohio State and he started off really well with Tennessee, so excited to play with 
him for sure. 

(on his previous experiences in Nashville) 

I just came here one time for a visit to Vandy, just maybe there for 24 hours, but heard tons of good things 
about Nashville. So, definitely excited about that. 

(on if he is a country music fan) 

Definitely, yeah. 

(on how close he came to picking Vandy) 

Not super close. Just being honest. 

(on familiarity with Derrick Henry and the rest of the team) 

Yeah, you know, I'm decently familiar. Obviously (I know) that Derrick is one of the best you know to run the 
ball in the league right now, so going to be an honor to block for him. Obviously just a really really physical 
team and a team that's always competitive, you know even I know they had a lot of injuries last year, and so a 
really competitive team. So, I think that’s the kind of mentality as an organization I think I’m really happy to be 
a part of because Titans are kind of known for that. I've already got people coming up to me at the party right 
now, saying how much they respect the Titans, how much they love the way they play. So really happy to be a 
part of it. 

(on how he would describe himself as a player, what he is good at, and what he needs to get better at) 

Yeah, you know, I think I’m someone who you know. Just have the top of my head consistent pad level. So 
work mirroring rushers. You know, physical in the run game and finishing. Just in terms of working on, I think 
you know efficiency with my hands both in the run and pass game, and in terms of hand usage, and hand timing 
with my punch. So, obviously there's tons of stuff I can work on. That's just what comes off on the top of my 
head 

(on possibly sticking with the number 77 and how much he is a fan of Taylor Lewan)  

I am, yeah, I know he's really physical. I love watching him play yeah. Definitely big shoes to fill there but love 
the 77 too. I don’t know, is it available? It is? Yeah, he’s a beast, another big-time lineman. I love “Bussin’ with 
the Boys” too. 



TENNESSEETITANS.COM 
PLAYER FEATURE LINKS 

 

 
OL PETER SKORONSKI (1ST ROUND, 11TH OVERALL) 

 
 

The Tennessean: Peter Skoronski was the only player to decline NFL draft invite. His life story 
explains why 

WGN: Peter Skoronski, Park Ridge native & former Northwestern offensive tackle, picked by 
Titans in NFL Draft 

USA TODAY: Peter Skoronski honors grandfather, a Packers legend and Air Force vet, with his 
draft journey 

The Athletic: How Peter Skoronski is following his beloved grandfather’s footsteps into the NFL 

Associated Press: Skoronski stands apart in NFL draft class of legacy players 

NFL.com: Peter Skoronski: NFL team that drafts me will get 'someone they can rely on every 
game' 

FOX Sports: Inside the premier NFL Draft offensive-line academy

 

https://www.tennesseetitans.com/draft
https://www.tennesseetitans.com/draft
https://www.msn.com/en-us/sports/nfl/peter-skoronski-was-the-only-player-to-decline-nfl-draft-invite-his-life-story-explains-why/ar-AA1axTlJ
https://www.msn.com/en-us/sports/nfl/peter-skoronski-was-the-only-player-to-decline-nfl-draft-invite-his-life-story-explains-why/ar-AA1axTlJ
https://www.msn.com/en-us/sports/nfl/peter-skoronski-park-ridge-native-former-northwestern-offensive-tackle-picked-by-titans-in-nfl-draft/ar-AA1assQX
https://www.msn.com/en-us/sports/nfl/peter-skoronski-park-ridge-native-former-northwestern-offensive-tackle-picked-by-titans-in-nfl-draft/ar-AA1assQX
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/nfl/2023/04/26/peter-skoronski-honors-grandfather-packers-legend-nfl-draft-path/11735206002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/nfl/2023/04/26/peter-skoronski-honors-grandfather-packers-legend-nfl-draft-path/11735206002/
https://theathletic.com/4219767/2023/02/23/peter-skoronski-northwestern-nfl-draft/
https://apnews.com/article/nfl-draft-lombardi-skoronski-porter-c7ccfef6b2f163441bd68ad3814fd110
https://www.nfl.com/videos/peter-skoronski-nfl-team-that-drafts-me-will-get-someone-they-can-rely-on-every-
https://www.nfl.com/videos/peter-skoronski-nfl-team-that-drafts-me-will-get-someone-they-can-rely-on-every-
https://www.foxsports.com/stories/nfl/inside-the-premier-nfl-draft-offensive-line-academy-the-big-boys-club-gets-bigger
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2ND ROUND, 33RD OVERALL
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2023 PRO DAY BIOS

8

7
WILL

LEVIS

QUARTERBACK

6-4 •  229 •  Senior-2L
Madison, Conn. (Penn State/Xavier HS)

will_levis w.lev

Career

• Finished career with a 17-7 record as a starter 
at UK, tying Terry Wilson for the second-most 
quarterback wins since 1993 (star  ng lineups 
available since 1993)

• Voted a two-  me team captain and was a two-year 
le  erwinner at UK

• Totaled 43 career touchdowns passes, fi  h on UK’s 
career list

• Accounted for 54 total touchdowns at UK (43 
passing and 11 rushing)

• Totaled 5,233 passing yards at Kentucky, sixth on 
the program’s all-  me list

• Had six 300-yard passing games at UK, fourth-most 
in school history

• Had three games at UK with four touchdown 
passes – Northern Illinois, Louisiana-Monroe and 
New Mexico State

• Completed 479 of 738 passes for 5,877 yards and 
46 total touchdowns with just 25 intercep  ons in 
his four-year career at Penn State and Kentucky

• In two seasons at Kentucky, completed 418 of 636 
passes for 5,233 yards and 43 passing TDs with 23 
intercep  ons for 65.7 percent

• Totaled 312 rushes for 742 yards and 17 scores 
overall, including 179 rushes for 269 yards and 11 
scores at UK

• • Graduated in May of 2021 from Penn State's Smeal Graduated in May of 2021 from Penn State's Smeal 
College of Business in three years with a degree College of Business in three years with a degree 
in fi nance ... Graduated with a master's degree in in fi nance ... Graduated with a master's degree in 
fi nance from UK's Ga  on School of Business and fi nance from UK's Ga  on School of Business and 
Economics in December of 2022Economics in December of 2022

• • Named to SEC First-Year Academic Honor Roll in Named to SEC First-Year Academic Honor Roll in 
20212021

• • Named to SEC Fall Academic Honor Roll in 2022Named to SEC Fall Academic Honor Roll in 2022

2022 - Senior (Team Captain)

• College Sports Communicators Academic All-
America Division I Football Team Member of the 
Year

• Named to SEC Fall Academic Honor Roll
• Johnny Unitas Golden Arm Top 10
• Davey O’Brien QB Class of 2022
• Manning Award Watch List
• Maxwell Trophy Watch List
• Walter Camp Player of the Year Watch List
• CFPA Na  onal Performer of the Year Watch List
• Reese’s Senior Bowl Watch List
• Started in 11 games played
• Ranked fourth in the SEC and 27th na  onally in 

pass effi  ciency (151.9)

• Ranked fourth in the SEC and 23rd na  onally in 
yards per pass a  empt (8.50)

• Ranked fi  h in the SEC in passing TDs (19)
• Completed 21 of 32 passes for 303 yards and three 

touchdowns in the season opener vs. Miami (Ohio) 
... Marked his fourth 300-yard game as a Wildcat 
and his fi  h game with at least three TD tosses

• Became the 15th UK quarterback to throw for at 
least 3,000 yards

• Second quarterback in UK history with 300-yard 
passing games in consecu  ve season openers, also 
Tim Couch in 1997 and ‘98

• Helped lead Kentucky to a come-from-behind 
26-16 victory at No. 12/19 Florida ... Completed 
13 of 24 passes for 202 yards and one touchdown 
while also rushing for a TD ... Began UK’s scoring 
by hi   ng freshman Dane Key with a 55-yard 
bomb for a touchdown ... Trailing 16-7 in the 
second quarter, began UK’s comeback by fi gh  ng 
through the defense with needed second eff ort for 
a quarterback sneak touchdown ... Led a pair of 
fi eld-goal drives in the second half to help secure 
the victory

• Completed 27 of 35 passes for a season-high 
377 yards, the second-most in his career, two 
touchdowns and two intercep  ons, in the win over 
Youngstown State ... Also rushed for seven yards 
on nine carries and a touchdown ... Recorded his 
highest comple  on percentage in a game when 
a  emp  ng at least 20 passes (.771) ... Marked 
the highest single-game comple  on percentage 
for a Wildcat (min. 35 pass a  empts) since Dusty 
Bonner hit 34 of 40 (85 percent) in 1999 ... Marked 
Levis’ fi  h 300+ yard passing game in his career 
and his second this season

• Became just the third QB in school history with at 
least four games of 365+ passing yards, also Tim 
Couch and Jared Lorenzen

• Completed 18 of 26 passes for 303 yards and four 
touchdowns in the win over Northern Illinois

• First Kentucky QB with at least three passing TDs 
of 40 or more yards in the same game since Drew 
Barker against Southern Mississippi in 2016

• A  er throwing for 377 yards against Youngstown 
State, became the fi rst UK quarterback with 
back-to-back 300-yard passing games since Patrick 
Towles vs. Eastern Kentucky and Auburn in 2015

• Third QB in Kentucky history to have at least two 
300-yard passing games that featured fewer than 
20 comple  ons, also Bill Ransdell and Stephen 
Johnson

• Completed 13 of 19 passes for 170 yards and all 
three Kentucky touchdowns in the Wildcats’ 21-17 
come-from-behind win at Missouri ... Trailing 17-
14 with 8:04 to go, he led Kentucky on a 58-yard 
game-winning touchdown drive ... Completed 
3-of-3 for 51 yards on the winning march, including 
the 22-yard TD on a 3rd-and-11 play

• Completed 11 of his 19 passes for 188 yards and 
two touchdowns with no intercep  ons in the 
win over Louisville, becoming the third star  ng 
quarterback to defeat Louisville in back-to-back 
games, joining Tim Couch (2-0) and Mike Hartline 
(3-0)

• Preseason Third-team All-SEC (Media Days)
• Preseason Third-team All-SEC (Coaches)
• Preseason Third-Team All-SEC (Media)

2021 - Junior (Team Captain)

• Elected one of eight team captains

• Davey O'Brien QB Class of 2021
• Two-  me FBS Na  onal Off ensive Player of the 

Week (LSU, Louisville)
• Two-  me College Football Performance Awards 

Na  onal Performer of the Week honorable 
men  on (LSU, Louisville)

• Two-  me Manning Award Quarterback of the 
Week (ULM, Louisville)

• Named the Walter Camp Connec  cut Player of 
the Year

• 2020-21 First-Year SEC Academic Honor Roll
• Started in all 13 games and helped lead UK to 10 

wins for the fourth  me in school history, along 
with 1950 (11-1), 1977 (10-1) and 2018 ... Also 
the fi rst  me that UK has had at least eight total 
victories (including bowls) three  mes in a four-
year span since 1949-52

• Totaled 3,203 yards total off ense, the seventh 
player in school history to reach 3,000 yards total 
off ense in a season

• Completed 233 of 353 passes for 2,827 yards 
(66.0) and 24 scores ... 24 touchdown passes are 
the most since Andre’ Woodson had 40 in 2007

• Totaled 107 rushes for 376 yards and a team-high 
tying nine rushing touchdowns

• Ranked in the top 10 in several sta  s  cal 
categories in the SEC, including fourth in off ense 
TDs (33), fi  h in pass comple  ons (233), sixth 
in total off ense plays (460), total off ense yards 
(3,203), total passing yards (2,827), pass a  empts 
(353) and passing TDs (24), seventh in total off ense 
(3203), eighth in the SEC in passing average per 
game (217.46) and ninth in rushing TDs (9)

• Had two games (LSU and Tennessee) with three 
passing touchdowns and two rushing TDs in the 
same game, the only Wildcat ever to do so

• First UK quarterback with at least 30 comple  ons 
against two SEC opponents (Georgia and 
Tennessee) in the same season since Mike Hartline 
in 2010

• Completed 17 of 28 passes for 233 yards and one 
touchdown in leading UK to a 20-17 win over Iowa 
in the Vrbo Citrus Bowl, the Cats' school-record 
fourth straight bowl win

• Received The Manning Award Quarterback of the 
Week, the Howard Schnellenberger Award as the 
Most Valuable Player of the Governor’s Cup game 
vs. Louisville and was named College Football 
Performance Awards Na  onal Performer of the 
Week honorable men  on for the second  me a  er 
comple  ng 14 of 18 passes for 149 yards with no 
touchdowns or intercep  ons, rushing 14  mes 
for a career-high 113 yards and a career-best four 
touchdowns ... The four rushing touchdowns  ed the 
school record that has now been set by 12 players 
a total of 14  mes and also  ed the Governor’s Cup 
record set by Lynn Bowden Jr. in 2019

• Completed 21 of 31 passes for a career-high 419 
yards and a career-high-tying four touchdowns in 
the win over New Mexico State ... Added 11 net 
rushing yards and his 430 yards total off ense is a 
career high ... 419 passing yards is the 12th-highest 
single-game total in school history ... Became the 
fi rst 400-yard passer since Andre’ Woodson threw 
for 430 vs. Tennessee in 2007 ... 79-yard pass to 
Wan’Dale Robinson marked the longest of his 
career and longest for UK since an 83-yard pass 
from Patrick Towles to Javess Blue vs. ULM in 2014.  

• First UK quarterback with three 350-yard passing 
games in one season since Patrick Towles in 2014 
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• Among Kentucky QBs with at least 20 comple  ons 
in a game, his 19.95 yards per comple  on is the 
highest single-game mark in school history

• Accounted for 419 yards total off ense and fi ve 
touchdowns vs. Tennessee ... Rushed 15  mes for 
a net 47 yards and two TDs ... Completed 31 of 
49 passes for a career-high 372 yards and three 
touchdowns ... Marked the most passing yards 
for a Wildcat since Patrick Towles threw for 390 
yards vs. Mississippi State in 2014  ... Most yards 
total off ense since Towles had 466 (390 passing, 
76 rushing) vs. Mississippi State in 2014 ... First 
Wildcat to have at least 15 passing touchdowns 
and fi ve rushing TDs in one season since Jared 
Lorenzen in 2003

• Completed 32 of 42 passes for 192 yards and two 
touchdowns at No. 1 Georgia ... His 32 comple  ons 
are the most for a UK quarterback against a No. 
1-ranked opponent since Tim Couch (35) vs. 
Tennessee in 1998 ... His 32 comple  ons are the 
most for a UK quarterback in an SEC road game 
since Jared Lorenzen (32) at Georgia in 2001

• With star  ng lineups available since 1993, became 
the fi rst quarterback since that  me to win his fi rst 
six starts

• Named the FBS Na  onal Off ensive Player of the 
Week by the Walter Camp Football Founda  on,  
named to the Davey O'Brien Award's Great 8 
list and earned College Football Performance 
Awards Na  onal Performer of the Week honorable 
men  on a  er accoun  ng for Kentucky’s fi rst fi ve 
touchdowns in the Wildcats’ 42-21 win over LSU 
... Completed 14 of 17 passes (82.4 percent) for 
145 yards and three TDs ... Rushed 11  mes for a 
net 75 yards and two TDs ... Had a 33-yard run that 
helped set up his own QB sneak for a score ... Led 
UK to 42 points, most ever for the Wildcats against 
LSU in a regula  on-length game

• Completed 18 of 26 passes for 367 yards and 
four touchdowns in the season opener vs. ULM, 
notching career highs for comple  ons, yards and 
TDs, in his fi rst career start at Kentucky ... Marked 
the most passing yards for a Kentucky player in 
his fi rst game as a Wildcat and the most passing 
yards for a UK quarterback since Patrick Towles 
threw for 390 in 2014 vs. Mississippi State ... UK's 
fi rst 300-yard passer in a season opener since 
Drew Barker, 323 vs. Southern Mississippi in 2016 
... Most passing TDs since Drew Barker threw four 
vs. Southern Mississippi in 2016 ... Named The 
Manning Award Quarterback of the Week

• Graduate transfer who played three seasons at 
Penn State

• His 473 career rushing yards rank 10th all-  me by 
a Penn State quarterback

• Two-  me Academic All-Big Ten selec  on

2020 - Sophomore (Penn State)

• Played in eight games with one star  ng assignment
• Completed 33-of-55 passes for 421 yards and a 

score 
• On the ground, had 82 rushes for 260 yards and 

three touchdowns
• Completed 14-of-31 passes for a 219 yards, 

including a 74-yard comple  on in his fi rst star  ng 
assignment of the season vs. Iowa

• At Michigan, rushed for 25 yards on six carries and 
had a two-yard rushing TD, helping the Ni  any 
Lions win 27-17 in “The Big House”

2019 - r-Freshman (Penn State)

• Appeared in seven games with one start
• Completed 28-of-47 passes for 223 yards with two 

touchdowns and two intercep  ons
• Totaled 213 rushing yards on 51 carries with three 

scores
• Earned the team’s High Academic Average 

(cumula  ve GPA), along with teammate Black 
Gillikin

2018 - Freshman (Penn State)

• Redshirt season

High School

• Three-year le  er winner for head coach Andy 
Guyon at Xavier High School in his hometown of 
Madison, Connec  cut

• As a senior captain, earned second-team Walter 
Camp All-Connec  cut honors

• Selected to the Connec  cut High School Coaches 
Associa  on (CHSCA) Top 25 list, a  er breaking 
Xavier’s records for passing yards (2,793), passing 
touchdowns (27) and comple  ons in a season

• Named the Har  ord Courant’s Off ensive POY
• All-Courant fi rst-team selec  on
• Earned All-Southern Connec  cut Conference (SCC) 

Tier 1 accolades
• SPARQ MVP for The Opening Elite 11 event in New 

Jersey in 2017
• Registered 1,972 passing yards with 19 passing 

touchdowns and six rushing touchdowns as a junior
• Carried a 4.0 grade-point average during his prep 

career, winning the Brother Celes  ne Academic 
Award

• Also chosen as an All-SCC Tier 1 academic athlete 
in 2017

• Member of the Na  onal Honor Society and was a 
Ryken Scholar

• Three-star recruit by all three major recrui  ng 
outlets – 247Sports, ESPN and Rivals

• Ranked as the No. 2 player in Connec  cut and 
No. 24 pro-style quarterback by 247Sports, was 
the No. 35 pro-style quarterback, No. 2 recruit in 
Connec  cut and No. 61 prospect in the region by 
ESPN and the No. 30 pro-style quarterback and No. 
2 player in Connec  cut by Rivals

• Also le  ered in baseball at Xavier

Community Cats

• Volunteer counselor at numerous camps 
throughout the summer, including the Manning 
Passing Academy and the Chris Oats Camp (2022)

• Set up a Cameo campaign to raise money for fl ood 
vic  ms in eastern Kentucky (2022)

• Volunteered with Amachi, an organiza  on that 
aims to assist children aff ected by incarcera  on 
(2022)

• Organized an autograph signing with fellow 
teammates to raise money for tornado vic  ms in 
western Kentucky (2021)

• Volunteered with My New Kentucky Home for a 
Special Olympics event (2021)

PersonalPersonal

• • Born in Newton, Massachuse  sBorn in Newton, Massachuse  s
• • Son of Michael and Beth LevisSon of Michael and Beth Levis
• • Siblings are Kelley, Jillian and ClaireSiblings are Kelley, Jillian and Claire
• Comes from a family of athletes as his great-

grandfather, Alva Kelley, was an All-America 
football player at Cornell University and won a 

Na  onal Championship in 1939 ... Went on to 
be the head football coach at Colgate University, 
Hobart College and Brown University ... Father, 
Mike, was a  ght end at Denison University ... 
Mother, Beth Kelley Levis, was two-  me All-
America soccer player at Yale and has been 
inducted into the Connec  cut Girls' Soccer 
Associa  on Hall of Fame... Uncle, David Kelley, 
also was an Academic All-America football player 
at Yale

Will Says

• Besides playing football, he also is a great singer, 
maybe the Big Blue Na  on will hear him one day

• His sports hero is Tom Brady because growing up in 
the northeast, he was a perfect example on how to 
handle himself on and off  the fi eld - the ul  mate 
compe  tor who will do anything to win

• The best advice he has ever received  is "never give 
up." His grandfather used to end every sentence 
he ever had with him with those words and it took 
him a while to realize how meaningful they are, 
but now uses it as his personal mantra

• The craziest thing he's ever done is a fl ying trapeze 
and he's well-versed in a few tricks

• He speaks English, a good bit of Spanish and ‘ong’ 
language

LEVIS' CAREER STATISTICS

Year G-GS Rush Yds TD Lg Comp A  Int Pct Yds TD Lg

2019* 7-0 51 213 3 49 28 47 2 59.6 223 2 44

2020* 8-1 82 260 3 14 33 55 0 60.0 421 1 74

2021 13-13 107 376 9 33 233 353 13 66.0 2827 24 79

2022 11-11 72 -107 2 24 185 283 10 65.4 2406 19 70

UK 23-23 179 269 11 33 418 636 23 65.7 5233 43 79

Totals 39-25 312 742 17 49 479 738 25 64.9 5877 46 79

*at Penn State

LEVIS' 2022 GAME-BY-GAME

Opponent Comp.-A  .-
Int. Yds TD Long Rush Yds TD Long

vs. Miami OH* 21- 32-1 303 3 45 7 -18 0 6

at Florida* 13-24-1 202 1 55 7 -12 1 4

vs. YSU* 27-35-2 377 2 58 8 3 1 24

vs. NIU* 18-26-0 303 4 70 9 -10 0 5

at Ole Miss* 18-24-0 220 2 51 9 -19 0 4

vs. USC DNP

vs. Miss. St.* 17-23-1 230 1 50 4 7 0 6

at Tennessee* 16-27-3 98 0 24 5 -22 0 1

at Missouri* 13-19-0 170 3 39 7 -36 0 3

vs. Vandy* 11-23-1 109 0 29 7 -16 0 6

vs. Georgia* 20-31-1 206 1 47 5 26 0 10

vs. UofL* 11-19-0 188 2 70 5 -10 0 2

vs. Iowa DNP

Totals 185-283-10 2406 19 70 72 -107 2 24

LEVIS' 2021 GAME-BY-GAME

Opponent Comp.-A  .-
Int. Yds TD Long Rush Yds TD Long

vs. ULM* 18- 26-1 367 4 62 4 -6 0 8

vs. Missouri* 10-18-1 179 1 49 11 25 1 10

vs. UTC* 23-35-2 254 2 39 3 18 0 21

at USC* 15-22-1 102 0 17 5 30 0 9
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LEVIS' 2021 GAME-BY-GAME

vs. Florida* 7-17-1 87 1 41 6 21 0 12

vs. LSU* 14-17-0 145 3 34 11 75 2 33

at Georgia* 32-42-0 192 2 16 10 12 0 7

at Miss. State* 17-28-3 150 1 21 3 9 0 5

vs. Tennes-
see*

31-49-1 372 3 31 15 47 2 16

at Vanderbilt* 14-22-1 177 2 39 6 32 0 17

vs. NMST* 21-31-1 419 4 79 4 11 0 16

at Louisville* 14-18-0 149 0 27 14 113 4 29

vs. Iowa* 17-28-1 233 1 52 15 -11 0 7

Totals 233-366-13 2827 24 79 107 376 9 33

LEVIS' 2020 GAME-BY-GAME (PSU)

Opponent Comp.-
A  .-Int. Yds. TD Long Rush Yds. TD Long

at Indiana 0- 0-0 0 0 0 1 -2 0 0

vs. Ohio State 0-0-0 0 0 0 1 3 0 3

at Nebraska 14-31-0 219 0 74 18 61 0 14

vs. Iowa* 13-16-0 106 0 22 15 34 0 11

at Michigan 0-0-0 0 0 0 6 25 1 6

vs. Rutgers 0-0-0 0 0 0 17 65 0 14

vs. Michigan St. 3-3-0 54 0 36 15 36 1 9

vs. Illinois 3-5-0 42 1 23 9 38 1 13

Totals 33-55-0 421 1 74 82 260 3 14

LEVIS' 2019 GAME-BY-GAME (PSU)

Opponent Comp.-
A  .-Int. Yds. TD Long Rush Yds. TD Long

vs. Idaho 11-14-0 62 1 11 5 21 0 12

vs. Buff alo 0-0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

at Maryland 3-8-0 23 0 15 6 38 2 8

vs. Purdue 0-0-0 0 0 0 2 7 0 7

vs Indiana 0-0-0 0 0 0 3 5 0 3

at Ohio State 6-11-1 57 0 22 18 34 1 10

vs. Rutgers 8-14-1 81 1 44 17 108 0 49

Totals 28-47-2 223 2 44 51 213 6 49

*started game

LEVIS' SINGLE-GAME HIGHS

Pass a  empts: 49, twice, last vs Tennessee, Nov 6, 2021
Pass comple  ons: 35, vs Youngstown State, Sept 17, 2022
Pass yards: 377, vs Youngstown State, Sept 17, 2022
Pass TDs: 4, 3x, last vs Northern Ill., Sept 24, 2022
Long pass: 74, vs Nebraska, Nov 14, 2020
Total off ense plays: 64, vs Tennessee, Nov 6, 2021
  (15 rush, 49 pass)
Total off ense yards: 419, vs Tennessee, Nov 6, 2021
  (47 rush, 372 pass)
Rush a  empts: 18, vs Ohio State, Nov 23, 2019
Rush yards: 113, at Louisville, Nov 27, 2021 (14 carries)
Long rush: 49, vs Rutgers, Nov. 30, 2019
Rushing TDs: 4, at Louisville, Nov 27, 2021



TITANS 2023 DRAFTEE 
QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
QB WILL LEVIS (2ND ROUND, 33RD OVERALL) 

 

PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 

Full name:  Will Donovan Levis 

Position:  QB 

Height:  6-4 

Weight:  229 

Date of Birth: 6/27/99 

Birthplace:  Newton, Mass. 

Marital status: N/A  

Name of spouse/fiancée (if applicable):  Girlfriend 

Children's names and ages (if applicable):  N/A 

Names of parents:  Beth and Michael Levis 

Number of siblings:  3 younger sisters: Kelly, Jill and Claire 

Agent’s name: Ed Berry  

Twitter: @will_levis  

TikTok:  @will_levis 

Instagram:  @will_levis

 

COLLEGE 
 

College(s) attended: Penn State (3 years), Kentucky (2 years)  

College major: PSU- Finance, UK- Finance (master’s)  

Redshirt season(s): 2018 

Degree earned (yes or no): YES -- undergrad PSU, graduate 
Kentucky 

Month & year of graduation (if applicable): PSU (May 
2021), UK (Dec 2022)  

College jersey number: 7 

Significance of jersey number: None  

 

 

HIGH SCHOOL 
 

High school (city, state):  Xavier High School (Middletown, 
Conn.) 

Mascot: Falcons  

Year of graduation:  2018 

Other sports played in high school:  Baseball (short stop, 3rd 
base) 

 

 

OFF THE FIELD 

 

Familiarity with fellow Titans draft picks or veteran Titans players:  As a Patriots fan growing up, he went to training camp and got 
an autograph from Mike Vrabel … Former Titans QB Matt Hasselbeck has been a mentor since the combine. 

Family members currently or previously in the military:  His grandfather served in the Air Force in Vietnam. 

Any charitable causes that are meaningful to you:  NEGU Foundation 

The thing(s) people find most interesting about you: Well-rounded in athletics and academics … Graduated magna cum laude. 

Superstitions or pregame rituals:  None  

Outside of football and your family, what is something you’re passionate about? Big Boston Red Sox fan   

Biggest challenge overcome in your life and/or football career:  In football, the transfer process going from Penn State to 
Kentucky. 
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Football role model: His grandfather, who ended every conversation with “never give up,” which is the meaning behind the tattoo on 
his arm “2nd Chronicles 15:7.” The verse says, “But as for you, stay strong and do not give up, for your effort will be rewarded.” 

Hidden talent: Can sing “a little.” 

Personal connections or past experiences in Nashville: Sister performed at Grand Ole Opry for show choir … playing Vanderbilt 
and attending the 2022 Music City Bowl (did not play). 

Who are the top 3 Artists you’d have on your festival lineup? Tyler Childers, Drake, Pearl Jam 

Off-the-field interests and hobbies: Pays attention to stock market … loves movies and going to the beach. 

Do you have any pets? White lab, Kobe (family dog) 

What do you spend more money on than you should? Pretty frugal with money, but probably golf and food. 

What was your first job? Worked for his mom’s small business (lacrosse apparel and accessories for girls lacrosse teams). 

Best celebrity encounter you have had: Tom Brady this past summer at “The Match.”  

Movie you can always re-watch:  “Step Brothers” and “Talladega Nights” 

Best TV show to binge: “Succession” favorite currently, but best binge/rewatch is “It’s Always Sunny in Philadelphia.” 

Favorite musician or band: Tyler Childers  
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QB WILL LEVIS (ROUND 2, 33rd OVERALL) 
APRIL 28, 2023 

 
PRESS CONFERENCE WITH LOCAL MEDIA 

 
 
 
QB WILL LEVIS 
Q. You sat all night last night in Kansas City and you didn't hear your name. With the Titans coming up to 
get you, does that maybe help ease the sting of that incredibly long wait last night? 

Yeah, I mean, last night was tough. But, I mean, I just stay positive. And I knew that what was meant to be was 
going to happen. And then, when I saw that they traded up for me, I mean that alone was telling that they 
wanted me. They wanted this to happen. So I’m just really, really excited and thankful for the opportunity.  

Q. What was the conversation with them like once you got the call? 

It was great. I heard from Mr. (Ran) Carthon and Coach (Mike Vrabel) and I knew I was going to cry and the 
tears came immediately and I didn't really know how the conversation was going to go. It's one of those things 
where you feel like you're going to handle yourself and be composed, but the water works started flowing and 
just emotions overwhelmed me. 

Q. You had a really good meeting with them? Can you take us back? Did you feel like it was good and what 
made it so?  

It definitely was. It definitely was. I feel like every single visit that I went on, I made sure that I put my best foot 
forward, and I did the best that I could to show them just who I was as a person and as a player. Actually, 
literally every single person that I met with on their staff, top to bottom, I connected with on a really high level.  
I told myself I wouldn't fall in love with anybody throughout this process, because I knew I didn't really have a 
say in the matter, but, I mean, if there was one team I did, it was definitely Tennessee. 
 
Q. You were one of the guys projected to go in the first round. You obviously didn't. How much does that put 
a chip on your shoulder? And how are you able to use that for motivation? 

I think, regardless of where I got picked, I feel like it's not going to change my work ethic, regardless if I went 
first overall or 33rd. You can't let the circumstances dictate your preparation and the level of intensity you bring 
to your everyday practice. Definitely, a little bit of a chip, but I just know that I was going to work hard 
regardless of where I got picked. 

Q. I think you said the day before the draft that your attitude would be the same whether you went first 
overall or in the second round, and you end up going in the second round. How much does that shape your 
mindset moving forward and following through with that? 
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I mean, like I said, not much. I can't let the circumstances dictate my work ethic. Your work ethic is your work 
ethic and an extra little motivation doesn't help, but I ended up where I was meant to be and I'm just looking 
forward to competing and getting started. 

Q. How is your health? How is the toe in particular, and how much of that impacted this past season for 
you? 

It feels great. It feels good. It was tough. It was a pain in the butt or a pain in the foot. The second half of the 
season, that definitely affected my play style. My athleticism and my feet are something that I feel like is one of 
my strengths in my game and to not have that was, you know, it sucks. But, I mean, that's the nature of this 
game. This is a game where most people aren’t playing at 100 percent week in and week out. I think I've 
learned a lot from that. I think I learned just mentally and physically, just how to persevere through difficulties, 
and it helped me for my future, I believe. 

Q. Do you need any kind of follow-up procedures on that? 

No, from what I've heard, I've talked to some of the best foot doctors in the country and everyone that has 
looked at it, they said that it looks good and the progress that I made since it happened has been great. I think 
probably since late January, early February, I've been feeling 100 percent. I’m looking forward to getting back 
and being able to play at full force. 

Q. What did you feel, Will, that they liked a lot about you, and maybe vice versa, too? What do you like about 
the organization and coach and so forth? 

I think they just like my mentality. I think they think that I'm a guy that's going to go in and compete and just 
work my ass off and I got what it takes to play quarterback at the next level. I think I have the mental capacity 
to understand and execute a game plan at a high level. I'm just looking forward to learning from Ryan 
(Tannehill), from Malik (Willis), from all the coaches. It's just bettering myself throughout this whole process 
and I just really liked how they believed in me, one, and then two, just their mentality with how they, I guess, 
try to get the right guys on the team and get the right people in the right positions in the program, in the 
franchise, to create a culture that Coach (Mike) Vrabel has been working on throughout his entire career. I think 
I fit into that culture really, really well and that's why they like me.  

Q. Two guys you were in the draft with, Texans QB CJ Stroud and Colts QB Anthony Richardson, will be 
right here in the division. Are you looking forward to competing against them over the next few years and 
kind of seeing where it goes? 

For sure. Those are my guys. I wish them the best. I was extremely happy to see them go where they did and, as 
long as they're not playing me, I wish them the best. Definitely, it's gonna be cool to have a lot of young 
quarterbacks in that division and kind of see how it pans out in the near future. 

Q. You mentioned Ryan Tannehill and Malik Willis. How familiar are you with those guys? You've only 
been with the team for 30 minutes, but what's the thought process as you enter a competition to try to get on 
the field as fast as you can? 

I just want to learn from them. They’ve been in the NFL a lot longer than I have even though Malik’s only been 
a year. They already have a lot more experience and are going to be able to teach me a lot of things. I just want 
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to be a great teammate to them and a great teammate to everybody else on the team while competing at the 
same time, and just feeling that out and just making sure I can do whatever I can to help the team win. 

Q. How would you describe differences between 2021 and 2022 for you and what variables went into that? 

A lot. I think we touched on the injury that I sustained and that was only one of a couple that I had dealt with. 
But, like I said, I feel like that just overall made me a better player in the long run. New personnel, new 
coaches, there’s just not a lot of carryover. That's always tough. We should have been a better team than we 
were, but I feel like throughout all the adversity that we faced, I was able to just improve and learn from it. 

Q. How do you feel about your accuracy and your decision making at this stage coming in? 

Confident in it. Confident in it. I definitely have room to improve, but accuracy and decision making, I feel like, 
are a couple of my strengths and especially at this next level I know that they have to be taken to the next level 
if I want to be successful. Again, just looking forward to learning from the staff and the other players to just 
develop me to be the best quarterback that I can be. 

Q. Where did you end up watching the draft? What went into that after all that happened last night. What 
was tonight like? 

It was crazy. We had a big family gathering planned tomorrow morning. Obviously, I was thinking there was a 
good shot that I would go yesterday, so really the only reason I didn't stay is because I couldn't get back home in 
time if I were to have left tomorrow. So I ended up coming back today. The flight was supposed to be at 9. It 
did not take off until about 12. Traffic on the way home from Newark, I live in Connecticut, I literally walked 
through the door as my name got called. All my bags, all of our luggage. There will probably be some videos at 
some point that my parents took of me when I got the call when I was a crying mess. It was so funny. We are all 
in our airport clothes and a very different atmosphere compared to, you know, everyone getting dressed up with 
the nice suits and dresses last night. This is what was meant to be and I was ecstatic to get the call.  

Q. So it was just you and your mom and dad? 

No. We have some extended family here as well, so we are going to have a nice family gathering tomorrow 
morning. Some of them got here this afternoon. They were waiting at the house for me. It was so funny. I was 
starving. I got home, put the bags down, went to get some food, and as I was stuffing my face, I got the call and 
it just all happened bang, bang, bang! It was pretty funny.  

Q. What was the eruption like in the house when that happened? 

It was insane. Tears were flowing. The emotions were high and just a lot of excitement.  

Q. Do you think there are any similarities in the system that you ran there in Kentucky and what you might 
be seeing with the with the Titans? 

Yeah. I think, I mean, that's another thing that I think that they saw in me that they believe is going to help me 
at this next level. When we were going through their formations, their concepts, their protection rules, it's a lot 
of carry over, a lot of similarities as to what I've been exposed to these last couple of years. I feel like my 
experience there is going to help me going forward. 
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Q. How much did playing in pro-style offenses prepare you to be able to take the next step quickly? 

I think it helped me a lot. I think it helped me a lot. I have the reps of I guess what's going to be expected of me 
at the next level already. I think that it's going to be, take that next step. There might be a little bit more 
intricacies involved with the NFL offense. I do believe that’s one of the strengths I have going into this process.  

Q.  Have you spent much time in Nashville? You know many people here or know anything about the 
team? 

Yeah, I have only been a couple of times, I mean being that Lexington is only a few hours away I was actually 
surpised I didn’t make it any more weekend trip that I did. I never really had….we were there for the bowl 
game and I mean my family was there for New Year’s eve this past year, it was funny actually. We were all in 
our airport clothes, as I had mentioned, today. My sister, as we came through the door as I got the call, realized 
she was wearing her Jason Aldean’s bar shirt, as I got that call from that Nashville zone number, so it felt like it 
was meant to be, you know. 

Q: What's the plan now? Did they tell you to come here, I guess, for the rookie camp coming up, or you 
got a trip here before that? 

Yeah, I won't be there until rookie mini camp. So, just looking forward to getting started then. 

Q. Well, now that this whole process is played out for you, how do you sum up all this? What has the last 
few months been like for you and right down to last night, and now have this happen? 

It’s a test. I mean it tests your physical, obviously, capacity, you know, leading up to the Combine and your pro 
day, and you know, tip-top shape for those things, but mentally more so, you know, with all the meetings, the 
top 30 visits, the Combine visits obviously, and a lot of uncertainty as we saw yesterday. I mean, I didn't know 
how yesterday was going to go. Obviously, I thought that was going to go a little different. But hey, I am going 
to attack this this opportunity with the most intensity that I have, and just take advantage of what's such a great 
opportunity. 

Q.  What was it like? I mean, you got so much air time on television. Your parents were there, your 
sisters, girlfriend. What were they telling you through that whole process and maybe what have you told 
them after this has been finalized now? 

Just stay positive, it's all going to work out. Stay positive. I was very proud of my family, and how we 
composed ourselves last night, and you know the cameras beaming down on us the whole time. I feel like we 
did a great job of, you know, just taking it in stride and trust in that, regardless of what happens that it was 
going to happen for a reason, and it was all going work out. 

Q: For you, do you have any connections with any of the Titans. You have any connections just from 
college with any of these guys, you know any of these guys just from the game? 

Oh, yeah, I mean, you guys just signed Justin Rigg, my tight end from last year at Kentucky, and it's funny that 
his first day in the building was my top 30 visit, so he was in there working out, and he was excited to get 
started with the team, and I was texting him leading up to this whole kind of process coming to an end. And I 
was like there’s good chance that we will be teammates again, and I know he's excited. I'm looking forward to 
reaching out to him and talking to him. Top of my head, there might be a couple more guys, but I’m not 
thinking of anyone right now. 
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Q. So you know, you didn’t know what to expect out of the first round, but you know I am sure there 
were thoughts that possibly another AFC South team could take you like the Colts.  Now that you're with 
the Titans, you're in this AFC South Division that could have all brand new starting quarterbacks at one 
point. Does that kind of continue that, I don't want to say, chip on your shoulder, but just now the will to 
want to be a winner even more with the Titans going against some of these teams that may have passed 
you over? 

Yeah, I mean, I want to win against everybody, regardless of who the opponent is, but I mean it's cool. It's a 
really cool dynamic if you think about it with all of the quarterbacks. I'm just going wait to earn the opportunity 
and just put my head down and work. I mean, I know I’m going in there as last on the depth chart, and I got to 
earn every rep that I can get. So I'm not even thinking about starting right away. I'm just thinking about the 
process and working hard every day, trying to earn that opportunity. 

Q. Before we let you go. We've got to set the record straight on the mayonnaise. You put it in your coffee 
or no?  

No, I mean it's a stupid thing, stupid thing. I did that, that I thought was funny. Don't actually do it. I'm a one 
cream, one sugar type of guy. 

Q. Are you a banana peel eater? 

No, again, just you know another little stupid thing. But I mean I’m a football player, and just I mean, looking 
forward to just focusing on ball here on out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TENNESSEETITANS.COM 
PLAYER FEATURE LINKS 

 

 
QB WILL LEVIS (2ND ROUND, 33RD OVERALL) 

 
 

Connecticut Post: Who's Will Levis? His driving instructor, teachers and headmaster explain 
the NFL Draft prospect 

Boston Globe: Kentucky QB Will Levis credits his New England roots for instilling his drive to 
succeed 

Kentucky Sports: Peyton Manning: Will Levis ‘might have been genetically engineered to be an 
NFL QB’ 

Stamford Advocate: 5 things to know about Kentucky QB prior to 2023 NFL draft 

SI.com: Liam Coen on Will Levis: 'His Best Football is Still Ahead of Him' 
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https://www.kentucky.com/sports/college/kentucky-sports/uk-football/article274397995.html
https://www.kentucky.com/sports/college/kentucky-sports/uk-football/article274397995.html
https://www.stamfordadvocate.com/sports/article/will-levis-mock-nfl-draft-kentucky-qb-banana-video-17893344.php
https://www.si.com/college/kentucky/football/liam-coen-will-levis-best-football-still-ahead-him


RB TYJAE SPEARS
3RD ROUND, 81ST OVERALL
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TULANE DRAFT BIOS 
 
TYJAE SPEARS 

• Height - 5-11 
• Weight - 195 
• Class - Junior 
• Hometown - Ponchatoula, La. 
• High School - Ponchatoula 

Biography 

2022; Named a preseason candidate for the 2022 Doak Walker Award... Earned a place 
on the 2022 Phil Steele Preseason All-American Athletic Conference Second 
Team2022:  
 
2021: Established himself as the Green Wave’s top running back with 863 rushing 
yards and nine touchdowns through 12 games… Rushed for over 100 yards in four of 
the last five games of the season… Named to the Phil Steele All-American Athletic 
Conference Second Team at the conclusion of this redshirt freshman season… Ran in 
his first touchdown of the season versus Morgan State (Sept. 11)… Had his first 100-
yard game at home versus Cincinnati, totaling 106 yards and a touchdown (Oct. 30)… 
Accumulated 112 yards of total offense at UCF (Nov. 6)… Rushed for 104 yards versus 
Tulsa (Nov.13)… Had 111 yards and two touchdowns in the final home game of the 
season versus USF (Nov.19)… Had a career to close out the season at Memphis 
rushing for 264 yards and two touchdowns (Nov. 27). 
 
2020: Saw action in just three games before he suffered a season-ending 
injury…Despite playing in just three games, he still finished fourth on the team in 
rushing with 274 yards and averaged an eye-popping 7.4 yards per carry…Opened the 
year by rushing for 105 yards on just 11 carries against South Alabama (Sept. 12) en 
route to being named to the American Athletic Conference honor roll…He then followed 
that performance with 119 yards on just 18 carries against Navy (Sept. 19)…Rushed for 
50 yards on eight carries and had two touchdowns against Southern Miss (Sept. 
26)…Suffered his season-ending injury as he was rushing for his second touchdown of 
the day against Southern Miss. 
 
2019: Totaled 192 yards rushing, 133 yards receiving and finished with a pair of 
touchdowns in just four games...Had eight rushes for 89 yards and a touchdown at 
home against MSU (Sept. 14)...Picked up 60 rushing yards at Navy (Oct. 26)...Closed 
out the year at SMU with 31 yards on 10 carries...Earned a redshirt to retain eligibility.  
 
Prior to Tulane: Earned three-star ratings 
from 247Sports.com and Rivals.com…Totaled 18 touchdowns in his senior season at 



Ponchatoula, recording 920 rushing yards and 880 receiving yards to total 1,800 in his 
final year in high school…Helped his team to a 6-1 record in 5A District 6 play in 2016, 
going 10-3 overall. 

Personal: Son of Margene and Nicole Spears...Has eight siblings...Favorite athlete is 
Reggie Bush...Major is health & wellness. 

Spears’ Career Highs 
Rushes      18 vs. Navy, 9/19/20 
Yards      119 vs. Navy, 9/19/20 
Long     52 vs. Missouri State, 9/14/19 
Rushing Touchdowns   2 at Southern Miss, 9/26/20 

Career Rushing/Receiving Stats
Year Team G Rush Gained Lost Net Avg. Lg TD Rec Yds Avg Lg TD
2019 Tulane 4 32 200 8 192 6.0 52t 1 5 133 26.6 88t 1
2020 Tulane 3 37 279 5 274 7.4 42 2 2 30 15.0 16 0
2021 Tulane 12 129 888 25 863 6.7 69t 9 19 145 7.6 44 0
2022 Tulane 14 229 1603 22 1581 6.9 75t 19 22 256 11.6 30 2
Totals G Rush Gained Lost Net Avg. Lg TD Rec Yds Avg Lg TD
Career 33 427 2970 60 2910 6.8 75t 31 48 564 11.8 88t 3

Career Returning Stats
Year Team G PR Yds Avg. Lg TD KR Yds Avg. Lg TD
2021 Tulane 12 0 0 - - 0 2 36 18.0 19 0
Totals G PR Yds Avg. Lg TD KR Yds Avg. Lg TD
Career 12 0 0 - - 0 2 36 18.0 19 0



TITANS 2023 DRAFTEE 
QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
RB TYJAE SPEARS (3RD ROUND, 81ST OVERALL) 

 

PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 

Full name:  Tyjae Armon Spears 

Position:  RB 

Height:  5-10 

Weight:  200 

Date of Birth:  6/15/01 

Birthplace: Hammond, LA  

Marital status: Not married  

Name of spouse/fiancée (if applicable):  N/A 

Children's names and ages (if applicable): N/A  

Names of parents:  Margene Spears & Nicole Hart 

Number of siblings: 8, 5 brothers 3 sisters  

Agent’s name: Martin Fisher 

Twitter:  @tyjae22 

TikTok:  @tyjaespears 

Instagram: @twotwo4six  

 

COLLEGE 
 

College(s) attended:  Tulane 

College major:  Health and Wellness 

Redshirt season(s): Freshman year (2019)  

Degree earned (yes or no): Yes 

Month & year of graduation (if applicable):  December 2022 

College jersey number:  22 

Significance of jersey number:  High school coach gave it to 
him and Dad’s birthday 

 

 

HIGH SCHOOL 
 

High school (city, state):  Ponchatoula High School 
(Ponchatoula, La.) 

Mascot: Green Wave (same as Tulane) 

Year of graduation: 2019  

Other sports played in high school:  Track 

 

 

OFF THE FIELD 

 

Familiarity with fellow Titans draft picks or veteran Titans players: Texted with Will Levis after the pick 

Family members currently or previously in the military:  None 

Any charitable causes that are meaningful to you: Son of a Saint in New Orleans -- mentor kids without father figures and give them 
opportunities they might not get otherwise. 

The thing(s) people find most interesting about you: Personality, smile, character, drive 

Superstitions or pregame rituals: Not really other than pray on the opposite end of the goal line 

Outside of football and your family, what is something you’re passionate about?  Finding things to invest in  

Biggest challenge overcome in your life and/or football career:  Football – overcoming two ACL surgeries 

Hidden talent or talent you wish you had:  Wishes he could sing 
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Personal connections or past experiences in Nashville: Just did a visit here and thought it was nice  

Who are the top 3 Artists you’d have on your festival lineup? Kevin Gates, Rod Wave, YoungBoy NBA 

Off-the-field interests and hobbies: Really interested in cars  

Do you have any pets? A Pitbull named Max 

What do you spend more money on than you should? Food 

What was your first job: Worked at Walmart 

Best celebrity encounter you have had: Matt Forte   

Movie you can always re-watch: “Life” 

Best TV show to binge: “Power” 

Favorite musician or band:  Kevin Gates 
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RB TYJAE SPEARS (ROUND 3, 81st OVERALL) 
APRIL 29, 2023 

 
PRESS CONFERENCE WITH LOCAL MEDIA 

 
 
 
RB TYJAE SPEARS 
Q. What have the last 24 hours been like for you? 

It's been amazing to hear my name get picked and also spend time joining and celebrating with my family. It's 
been amazing. 

Q. Where are you right now? Are you driving through New Orleans? 

Yes, sir. I’m actually going to pick up some Titans jerseys. We got one more party today. I’m going to pick up 
some Titans jerseys. I have to rep my team.  

Q. What was the celebration like last night and how much sleep did you get last night? 

It was great. It was great just seeing everybody around from start to finish and their smiling faces. Everybody 
had pure energy. They came in to support no matter what the turnout was going to be. I got a good four to five 
hours. I was excited. I couldn’t sleep that much. 

Q. One of your strengths is yards after contact. I wonder if that is something you take particular pride in, and 
kind of getting some extra yardage after hits? 

Yeah, you have got to be able to make that one guy miss and also you have to be able to break tackles. I feel 
like that is why I separate myself. I’m still willing to elevate even more.  

Q. Who are some of your favorite running backs or anybody that you maybe particularly modeled your game 
after? 

Starting off, I modeled it after Reggie Bush. Reggie Bush is my favorite for a while. I like Alvin Kamara and 
guys like Aaron Jones too. It’s going to be great to learn from Derrick Henry too.  

Q. Knowing your knee injury history, do you ever look at guys like maybe Frank Gore, Willis McGahee and 
how they were able to overcome that and have long careers? 

I've actually reached out to Frank Gore. I’m going to ask him for some pointers and tips on how to stay healthy. 
I do a good job of it because I take pride in everything that I do, that I do greatness-wise. Off the field stuff is 
going to keep me on the field.  

Q. And knowing that history, you're able to carry the ball 230 times last year. What was the key in being able 
to make it through that and be so productive? 
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I knew my significance on the team. I knew my role on the team, so I had to do it. It starts with mindset first, 
just understanding my significance on the team, just day in. I work hard. I work hard to put myself in positions 
like that.  

Q. Do you find yourself having to do any extra maintenance or anything to be able to work through that? 

You have to understand that whenever you get surgery on something you’re going to have to work that area out 
anyway. It’s not nothing out of the ordinary for a regular person, I mean, from what a regular player does. 
Football is a very physical game, so I’m not doing nothing out of the way. I’m doing the same thing these other 
guys are doing, just taking care of my body. 

Q. What is it like for a running back to get drafted by a team with Derrick Henry? 

It's amazing. My key word is going to be amazing, man. It's all about opportunity because at the end of the day 
it’s not about Derrick Henry. I guess he is a great guy. He’s a great player, but I’m trying to fulfill my 
opportunity while I got it.  

Q. Are you going to talk to him about getting number 22? 

I was playing with somebody over there. I was like maybe he will let me get it, but they was like naw, that ain’t 
going to happen. Hopefully he will want to go back to number 2 like he had at Alabama.   

Q. What do you think about him as a back and kind of being a 1-2 punch with him? 

They don’t call him King Henry for no reason. They don’t call him King Henry for no reason. You have to be a 
special type of player to keep on running for 2,000 yards. I think he did that on every level that he played in. 
You have to be a special type of player because it takes a lot to get to 1,000. And another 1,000 on top of that? 
You got it.   

Q. What kind of pass catcher are you? Can you talk us through your game as a target?  

I see any way in which I can put myself in a position to make plays when it is coming out of the backfield like 
I'm doing. I'm very versatile and I got some great hands, too. 

Q. How much face time did you get with the Titans in the pre-draft process and just kind of how did those 
meetings go? Who did you meet and all that?  

I interacted with them at the Senior Bowl. You know Charles London. Charles, he came on as the OC with the 
American team, my team at the Senior Bowl, so had a great impression of him. I saw him, interacted with him 
at my pro day. I just did a 30-visit with him last week. So, yeah, I had a good amount of interaction and every 
time I interacted with them it went well.  

Q.  I think there's a stat that you scored a touchdown last year, I think maybe like every 14 carries.  You kind 
of have a nose for the end zone as they say.  

You got to get in there, you got to find a way to separate yourself. I didn’t know that, though. I got to see if I 
can cut that number down a little bit.  



  Titans 2023 Draft Transcript 

Q. What's kind of your motivation and have you kind of been able to work through adversity with the injuries 
just to keep on plugging and get to where you are today?  

Where I come from, I try, because I’m not trying to go back to where I come from. Everybody is going to face a 
lot of adversity, no matter what you’re going through, what your facing, just how you’re going to respond to it. I 
always try to respond the best way I know how, just keep working. Like a rainy day, the sun comes soon. 

Q. You talk about where you came from. Did you have some tough times growing up that you had to fight 
through to get to where you are?  

I had to, I had to fight through a lot of adversity. A lot of rejections and all that.  So, it was a long time coming. 
I mean, that's why I say I'm so appreciative of saying I'm so blessed to be in this position.  

Q. You brought up Reggie Bush and Alvin Kamara, were you a big Saints fan growing up?  

I was, I was. 
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RB TYJAE SPEARS (3RD ROUND, 81ST OVERALL) 

 
 

USA Today/Bears Wire: How Tyjae Spears went from small Louisiana town to top running back 
prospect 

WGNO: Tyjae Spears’ Journey to Tulane Starting Role 

The Tulane Hullabaloo: Tyjae Spears: From humble beginnings to star running back 

Good Morning Football: Tulane RB Tyjae Spears wakes up with 'GMFB' ahead of 2023 draft 

WWLTV: Tulane's Tyjae Spears celebrates long journey to NFL 
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TE JOSH WHYLE
5TH ROUND, 147TH OVERALL
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Josh Whyle 
• Position - TE
• Ht./Wt. - 6-6 / 250
• Class - Redshirt Senior
• Hometown - Cincinnati, Ohio
• High School - La Salle

Three-Time All-AAC (2020-2021-2022) 
2023 Senior Bowl Participant 
2022 Bruce Feldman’s Freaks List 

2022: Collected All-AAC First Team honors, solidifying himself as one of the nation’s 
top all-around tight ends…Broke the UC record for career touchdown receptions by a 
tight end (15) with his scoring grab at UCF, breaking Brent Celek’s mark…Finished his 
career as one of the most productive tight ends in school history in a program that has 
produced several NFL starters in recent years…Tallied 88 receptions, 1062 yards and 
15 touchdowns with all but two catches coming in his final three seasons…Appeared in 
12 games with 10 starts in 2022…Team captain hauled in 32 receptions for 326 yards 
and three touchdowns…Had at least two receptions nine times and at least 20 yards 
seven times…Totaled a season-high seven receptions for 70 yards in a 23-3 victory vs 
Temple…Caught five passes for 38 yards at No. 19 Arkansas…Brought in four 
receptions for 53 yards in a 29-27 victory vs SMU…Caught three passes for 36 yards 
and a score vs. Kennesaw State…Scored a two-yard TD at Tulsa. 

2021: Made eight starts and played in all 14 games... Earned All-AAC Honorable 
Mention honors... Totaled 332 receiving yards on 26 catches with six touchdowns, 
which ranked second on the team... Scored five touchdowns in four weeks from Oct. 23 
to Nov. 12...Opened the season with a touchdown and 32 yards in the win against 
Miami (Ohio)...Had four catches for 60 yards and two touchdowns (career- high) in a 
road win at Navy...Followed that game up with four more catches for 79 yards and 
another two touchdowns on the road against Tulane...Was named Cincinnati’s 
Offensive Player of the Week both those weeks and Cincinnati’s Special Teams Player 
of the Week against UCF after blocking a punt...Tied his career-high with five catches 
against USF, totaling 61 yards in the win...Had three catches for 35 yards in the AAC 
Championship Game against Houston...Enters final season as one of the nation’s top 
tight ends with 56 receptions, 736 yards and 12 touchdowns in his career - with all but 
two catches coming in 2020 and 2021. 



2020: Earned Third-Team All-America honors from Pro Football Focus and Second-
Team All-AAC accolades at tight end after a breakout 2020 campaign...Made his first 
career start against Houston but was a key contributor on offense and special teams in 
all 10 games during UC’s AAC Championship season...Led the team with 353 receiving 
yards on 28 catches with six touchdowns...Entered the season with two career catches 
for 51 yards and surpassed that in the season opener against Austin Peay with 3 
receptions for 61 yards and his first career TD... His career-long 30-yard reception also 
came against the Governors...Set a career mark with five receptions against Houston 
and at UCF and also had a career-high 81 yards and a 29-yard score in a big win in 
Orlando...According to PFF, he generated a 92.9 receiving grade and 2.94 yards per 
route run, both of which trailed only UF’s Kyle Pitts for the best among NCAA FBS tight 
ends. 

2019: Saw action in 12 games, making a pair of catches for 51 yards…Had his first 
career reception against UCLA, hauling in a 19-yarder…Set a career best with a 32-
yard catch against UConn...Named to the 2019 AAC All-Academic Team. 

2018: Suffered a preseason injury in training camp which limited his availability early in 
the season...Redshirted, but utilized a new NCAA rule which allowed him to play in four 
games as a true freshman...Made his UC debut against Navy and also saw action at 
UCF, against ECU and in the Military Bowl win over Virginia Tech. 

PERSONAL: Was a standout prep at La Salle HS for Coach Pat McLaughlin and Coach 
Jim Hilvert...A three-star prospect ranked as one of the Top-10 tight ends in the 2018 
class and Top-14 players in Ohio...La Salle had a 50-8 record with three Ohio High 
School Athletic Association Division II titles while Whyle was a prep...Led the Lancers 
and ranked fourth in the GCL South in 2017 with 37 receptions for 442 yards and three 
TDs...Tabbed for First-Team Division II All-Ohio and First-Team All-Southwest District 
Division II honors by the Ohio Prep Sportswriters Association...Also earned First-Team 
All-GCL South honors...Led the Lancers and ranked fourth in the GCL South in 2017 
with 37 receptions for 442 yards and three TDs...Earned First-Team All-GCL South 
honors...Caught 40 passes for 546 yards and six touchdowns during his junior season 
as he helped the Lancers capture their third-consecutive state title...Earned First-Team 
All-GCL-South honors...Chose UC from over 30 NCAA FBS offers, including Auburn, 
Georgia, Indiana, Kentucky, Louisville, Tennessee and Wisconsin. 

Career Rushing/Receiving Stats
Year Team G Rush Gained Lost Net Avg. Lg TD Rec Yds Avg Lg TD
2019 Cin 12 0 0 0 0 - - 0 2 51 25.5 32 0
2020 Cin 10 0 0 0 0 - - 0 28 353 12.6 30 6
2021 Cin 14 0 0 0 0 - - 0 26 332 12.8 31t 6
2022 Cin 12 0 0 0 0 - - 0 32 326 10.2 35 3
Totals G Rush Gained Lost Net Avg. Lg TD Rec Yds Avg Lg TD
Career 48 0 0 0 0 - - 0 88 1062 12.1 35 15
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TE JOSH WHYLE (5TH ROUND, 147TH OVERALL) 

 

PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 

Full name:  Joshua James Whyle 

Position: TE 

Height:  6-7 

Weight:  248 

Date of Birth: 9/8/99 

Birthplace: Cincinnati, Ohio 

Marital status:  No 

Name of spouse/fiancée (if applicable):  No 

Children's names and ages (if applicable):  No 

Nickname: J-Dub, Bugs  

Reason for name or nickname: Wore a Bugs Bunny jersey 
one day and it stuck 

Names of parents:  Tim & Christine 

Number of siblings:  1 older brother, Jacob 

Agent’s name:  Joe Panos 

Twitter: @JoshWhyle81  

Instagram: @joshwhyle  

 

COLLEGE 
 

College(s) attended: Cincinnati 

College major: Criminal Justice 

Redshirt season(s): Freshman year (2018)  

Degree earned (yes or no): Yes 

Month & year of graduation (if applicable):  Fall 2021 

College jersey number:  81 

Significance of jersey number: High school number  

 

 

HIGH SCHOOL 
 

High school (city, state):  La Salle High School (Cincinnati, 
Ohio) 

Mascot:  Lancers 

Year of graduation: 2018  

Other sports played in high school:  Basketball 

 

 

OFF THE FIELD 

 

Familiarity with fellow Titans draft picks or veteran Titans players: Met Delanie Walker at the combine, had dinner one night. 

Family members currently or previously in the military: Both Grandfathers   

Any charitable causes that are meaningful to you: Wants to work on service trips, international through the Swap Organizations. 

The thing(s) people find most interesting about you: Guilty pleasure is romance movies like “The Notebook” …  listens to country 
music. 

Superstitions or pregame rituals: During pregame listens to “Run this Town.” 

Outside of football and your family, what is something you’re passionate about? Likes to golf and fish and loves the outdoors. 

Biggest challenge overcome in your life and/or football career: Getting through “immature mistakes” in 2019 and then in 2021 
losing three family members and friends in the same year.  
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Football role model: Travis Kelce  

Hidden talent: Juggling   

Personal connections or past experiences in Nashville: Drove though Nashville on the way to Gatlinburg.   

Who are the top 3 Artists you’d have on your festival lineup? Johnny Cash, Luke Combs, Kenny Chesney 

Off-the-field interests and hobbies: Golfing, fishing  

Do you have any pets? Two cats: Boots and Georgie 

What do you spend more money on than you should? Good food 

What was your first job? Newspaper route in sixth grade and worked as a plumber in high school. 

Best celebrity encounter you have had: Delanie Walker, Travis Kelce; got to throw with Josh Allen. 

Movie you can always re-watch: “The Wolf of Wall Street” 

Best TV show to binge: Game of Thrones  

Favorite musician or band: Luke Combs or Lil Baby   
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TE JOSH WHYLE (ROUND 5, 147th OVERALL) 

APRIL 29, 2023 
 

PRESS CONFERENCE WITH LOCAL MEDIA 
 
 
 
TE JOSH WHYLE 

Q. Would you describe yourself as a better pass catcher or blocker at tight end? 

I think naturally pass catcher just because I grew up a wide receiver. I transitioned to wide receiver halfway 
through high school. Especially this last year of college, I think I really improved inside the box blocking, 
technique and foot work. So, if that answers your question, definitely pass blocking, but I have improved a lot.   

Q. What is your official size and how much does that help you as a tight end?  

I am about 6’6 ½, and right now I am hanging between 245 and 250. It helps a lot man. I came into UC at like 
230 and really they wanted me light because they expected to spread me out a little bit more, but as we got into 
my fourth or fifth year, they asked me to put on some weight. In the box it just makes just a huge difference, 
even five to 10 pounds. Whether it’s confidence or whatever.   

Q. How quickly did someone get you that Titans cap?  

We had them ready to go. We had them all lined up right when I got off the phone with Coach Vrabes (Mike 
Vrabel). 

Q. What was the call with Coach Vrabel like?  

It was pretty cool. Me and Vrabes (Mike Vrabel) have talked in the past. Obviously, him and Coach Fick (Luke 
Fickell) were roommates at Ohio State. He’s been down to UC a couple of times. It was just a good 
conversation. We are both just excited for me to get down there and contribute any way I can to the team.  

Q. Is your versatility one of the things the Titans focused on when they were talking to you?  

Yeah, they liked the idea that I could do a little bit of both. You know, kind of be an in-line blocker and spread 
me out to catch a ball. Not only that, I think I have good special teams value. 

Q. What made you choose Cincinnati instead of a Power 5 program?  

I knew I wanted to stay relatively close to home. It was most places like O-State, Indiana, Kentucky, Tennessee 
and obviously UC. Once I took my visit to Cincinnati and Coach Fick (Luke Fickell) and Coach (Mike) 
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Denbrock at the time, I just felt like it was the right fit for me. I really like what Coach Fick had to preach and 
just kind of bought in. 

Q. You played some fullback during your career at UC?  

Yes sir, Power I. 

Q. Did you work well in that position?  

Yes sir, I felt really comfortable it that. And that was something we kind of did that was kind of new this past 
year, but anything that the coaches ask, I’m going to try to do. 

Q. Why did you switch from wide receiver to tight end in high school?  

That wasn't really my decision. Our coaches just came up to me and said, ‘We think you'd be one of the best 
tight ends in the country. We think it'd be really good for us.’ And they asked me to put on a little bit weight, 
spent some time in the box and you know, here we are. 

Q. Where did you think you would go in the draft and what was the wait like? 

I heard anything three through five, but truthfully I just kind of let it come as it came. I didn’t put too much 
pressure on myself. All I've heard throughout this process is just to have fun with it. That it only happens once 
and to enjoy it.  When that call came from Coach Vrabes (Mike Vrabel), I don't even know if he could 
understand what I was saying. My heart was pounding. It was a pretty cool moment. I got probably about 100 
family members and friends here, so it was pretty cool to share that with them as well. 

Q. You think there's kind of some more untapped potential there just in terms of catching the ball? 

Yeah, I think I mean, I expect a lot of myself. I hold myself to a high standard, but at Cincinnati, you know, I 
just try to do what they ask me to do. You know, I'm a strong believer in that the most important stat on the 
sheet is a W at the end of the day, whatever that takes for the team to get the win, I'm all about that. So I try not 
to think about that too much, just kind of be in the right places at the right times and the ball will find me when 
it does. 

Q. The Titans offense uses a lot of 12 or 13 personnel. How much do you think that prepared you to be able 
to transition to that type of offense here?  

Fortunately for me, like I had to know, when it was more the inbox guy. We called it Y or H or F in the NFL, 
and so I kind of had to know both. And at times it can be, maybe a lot when you're first learning the playbook, 
but it was really cool too. I felt like I really understood the playbook conceptually. I got to know what 
everybody was doing, so honestly I think it'll be a pretty smooth transition these next couple of months, but 
we'll see how it goes.  

Q. What was the fastest you've ever run the 40?  

I might have got a 4.65, but 4.69 is really where I am at. Right around that. What I did at the Combine.  

Q. Did you know you're on Bruce Feldman's Freak list? 
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Yeah, I didn't know that. Yeah. 

Q. What do you have to do to get on the freak list? You think you deserve to be on there? 

I'm not really sure the requirements to be a part of that, but I think it's just kind of a like, for example, Troy 
Tucker and Tyler Scott were on it as well. And those two guys, I mean, they're animals.  You know, Troy 
Tucker, he's 5’9, but can squat a house.  I'm 6’6 ½ and 250 and I think I can move really well, and so I think 
that's kind of probably why I'm part of it. 

Q. Is there a tight end in the league that you've been a fan of? And probably my guess is Travis Kelce is 
maybe one of them? 

Yes, sir. That's always been, I guess, my role model in a way. I mean, the guy I try to look to when Sunday 
comes around, but it's just obviously because he's a Cincy guy, he gets the ball in his hands a lot. And if you're 
not looking at the best tight end you know, he's one of the best ever do it. I don't know what I'm trying to say, 
but you always should be looking towards the best. You know, that should always be your goal.  

Q. How long does your relationship with Coach Vrabel go back and what are your impressions of him? 

The first time I met Vrabes (Mike Vrabel) was the pro day last year. When Dez (Desmond Ridder) and all those 
guys are going through it and he’s just a really good dude. I remember he was talking to our team after practice 
during spring ball and he really emphasized the importance of effort and fundamentals. He said they travel with 
you wherever you go and you know, that's a lot of the same thing we believe at Cincinnati with Coach Fick 
(Luke Fickell). It was just really cool to hear the things that we practice and we believe in at Cincinnati. It's the 
same thing at the NFL, so I think it'll be a smooth transition for me.  

Q. Did you get to know anyone else on the Titans’ staff yet?  

I’ve had a couple meetings. I just got off phone with Coach (Tony) Dews, tight end coach and he's pretty cool. I 
like him, good personality, a really personable guy. I'm excited to get started with him. 

Q. He coached Derrick Henry and he’s not a bad guy to be coached by?  

Yeah, absolutely. He probably expects the best out of people, so I'm really excited about that. 

Q. Where did you watch the Draft?  

I'm like two minutes away from my parent’s house. This place called Knights of Columbus, just here in 
Cincinnati. My dad is one of nine, so there's a bunch of family in there right now. It's just the quietest place I 
could find around. 

Q. How did you end up a football player and did you play some basketball, too, growing up?  

I played every sport you could imagine. My parents started me out in gymnastics when I was a young, but I 
played basketball and football through high school. And football is just something, one, I've always been good 
at and it's just something I've always found fun, which I think is really important. I mean, if you're going to play 
this game and make it make a career out of it, you got to have fun with it.  
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Q. How quickly did you grow out of that gymnastics body?  

Pretty quick. I think I only did that for a year or two, but a lot of sports growing up for sure. Baseball, 
basketball, track, volleyball, tennis, golf. Anything you can imagine. So, yeah. 
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Cincinnati Enquirer: Inside Josh Whyle's journey to become the Cincinnati Bearcats tight end of 
the future 

Cincy on the Prowl: Luke Fickell reflects on Josh Whyle’s record-setting career 

Cincinnati Enquirer: Whyle sets record for most career TDs by Bearcats tight end 

SI.com All Bearcats: Jim Nagy: Josh Whyle 'Will be That guy' Ascending in NFL Draft Like Alec 
Pierce 

Chris Simms Unbuttoned: NFL Draft 2023 TE rankings: Josh Whyle, Cincinnati 
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https://www.si.com/college/cincinnati/football/jim-nagy-josh-whyle-will-be-that-guy-ascending-in-nfl-draft-like-alec-pierce
https://www.si.com/college/cincinnati/football/jim-nagy-josh-whyle-will-be-that-guy-ascending-in-nfl-draft-like-alec-pierce
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Jaelyn Duncan
OL, 6-6, 320, New Carrollton, MD, St. Frances Academy

CAREER HONORS

● 2022 Athlon & Lindy's Sports and Pick Six Previews' Second Team Preseason
All-Big Ten

● 2022 Pro Football Focus Third Team Preseason All-Big Ten
● 2022 East-West Shrine Bowl 1000
● 3x Honorable Mention All-Big Ten (2020, 2021 & 2022)
● 2021 Athlon Sports Preseason All-Big Ten

As a Senior (2022): Started all 12 games he appeared in ... Honorable Mention All-Big
Ten selection ... Ends career with 39 starts in a Terrapin uniform ... Blocked for a
Maryland passing offense that ranked third in the Big Ten in 2022 by averaging 259.8
yards per game in the air ... Participated in the Reese's Senior Bowl ... Chosen to
participate in the NFL Combine ... Earned his degree in Family Science.

As a Junior (2021): Appeared in all 13 games with 11 starts at left tackle ... Part of Pro
Football Focus Offensive Line of the Week for efforts vs. Kent State (9/25) ... Blocked
for the record-setting pass offense, which set a program record for most passing yards
in a season with 3,960 ... Protected QB Taulia Tagovailoa, who broke program records
in passing yards (3,860), passing touchdowns (26), completions (328), completion
percentage (69.2%) and 300-yard passing games (seven) ...

As a Sophomore (2020): Honorable Mention All-Big Ten ... Started all five games at left
tackle, one of only six Terps to play in all five contests ... Started all five games on
offensive line, four at left tackle and one at center ... One of only six Terps to start in all
five games ... Helped block for Big Ten's second-highest ranked passing offense,
averaging 264 yards per game ... Parted way for Jake Funk, who averaged 8.60 yards
per carry, the second-highest average in the FBS ... Protected for Taulia Tagovailoa,
who threw for 1,011 yards in just four games, including the 10th highest passing total in
a single game in program history with 394 in win over Minnesota (10/30)



As a Redshirt Freshman (2019): Appeared in all 12 games, starting in the final 11 at
left tackles ... Blocked for a running back tandem in Javon Leake and Anthony
McFarland Jr., who were one of only two duos on power five teams in the country to
both have seven rushing touchdowns ... Parted way for Javon Leake, who averaged 7.2
yards per carry, the fourth-highest total of the country ... Contributed to an offense that
had three games scoring over 45 points ... Protected Josh Jackson, who had the most
touchdown passes by a Maryland quarterback in a first half of a game since 1977 ...
Blocked for the second-most points in Maryland history with 79 vs Howard (8/31).
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PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 

Full name:  Jaelyn Alexander Duncan 

Position: OL  

Height:  6-6 

Weight:  306 

Date of Birth:  7/8/00 

Birthplace: Silver Spring, Md.  

Marital status:  No 

Children's names and ages (if applicable):  Yes, Ava (1 year 
old) 

Nickname: None 

Names of parents: Tamika Duncan (mother) 

Number of siblings:  6 

Agent’s name: Rodney Thomas 

Twitter: @king_jay70  

Instagram: @__bigdawgjay__  

 

COLLEGE 
 

College(s) attended: Maryland  

College major: Family Science  

Redshirt season(s): Freshman (2018)  

Degree earned (yes or no): Yes 

Month & year of graduation (if applicable): Fall 2022 

College jersey number: 71 

Significance of jersey number: Just liked it, and a lot of good 
offensive linemen wore it  

 

 

HIGH SCHOOL 
 

High school (city, state):  St. Francis Academy (Baltimore, 
Md.) 

Mascot: Panthers  

Year of graduation: 2018  

Other sports played in high school: None  

 

 

OFF THE FIELD 

 

Familiarity with fellow Titans draft picks or veteran Titans players: Chig Okonkwo, Chance Campbell, Sam Okuayinonu, Peter 
Skoronski  

Any charitable causes that are meaningful to you: Mental health charities  

The thing(s) people find most interesting about you: Likes to fish  

Superstitions or pregame rituals: Not a superstitious guy   

Outside of football and your family, what is something you’re passionate about? Giving back to the community, taking care of 
people.   

Biggest challenge overcome in your life and/or football career: Not having a father figure growing up.  

Football role model: Trent Williams, Taylor Lewan 

Hidden talent: Wishes he could sing or play an instrument (saxophone or piano). 
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Personal connections or past experiences in Nashville:  Visited the Titans before the draft. 

Who are the top 3 Artists you’d have on your festival lineup? Rod Wave, Lil Wayne, Beyoncé 

Off-the-field interests and hobbies: Likes cars 

Do you have any pets? Pitbull named Coco 

What do you spend more money on than you should? Food 

What was your first job: Never had one before 

Best celebrity encounter you have had: Met Gordon Ramsey in Baltimore at a restaurant and got a picture with him.  

Movie you can always re-watch: “The Lion King” 

Best TV show to binge: “Rick and Morty” or “Ozark”  

Favorite musician or band: Lil Wayne or Rod Wave   
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T JAELYN DUNCAN (ROUND 6, 186th OVERALL) 
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PRESS CONFERENCE WITH LOCAL MEDIA 

 
 
T JAELYN DUNCAN 
 

Q. Did you talk with the Titans before the draft and how much contact did you have with them? Were you 
expecting to go around this point? 

I met with them at the Senior Bowl. I met with them at the Combine. I also had a 30 visit with them. All of the 
meetings went very, very good. I did not think I was going to leave today, if we are being completely honest. I 
thought I was going to leave yesterday. God has his own plans and he works in his own ways, so I went today. 
I’m proud of it. I’m grateful that they picked me up. I’m ready to get to work. 

Q. What your 30 visit was like here? 

It was great. I had a great time talking with everybody; the whole staff, coaches, player personnel, people, 
everything. It was just a great visit all around. I enjoyed it. I enjoyed the staff. I enjoyed being out there in 
Tennessee. It was all great. 

Q. How would you describe yourself as a player? 

I think I’m a great player, very athletic. I think I move well. I think, of course, I still need to practice on a 
couple of things. But, like I said, I’m great. I think I can move well. I’ve got good feet. I can bend. I excel in the 
pass play and keep working in the run, but it’s always an improvement in every aspect of the game. 

Q. What excites you about the opportunity in Tennessee? 

Just to be able to get in there and just work. Like I said, I had a 30 visit with them and I really enjoyed the O-
line coach. He’s a great guy. Our visits went very well. The meetings we had together went very good. I’m 
ready to just get there and get coached by him and do what he tells me to do and be a great addition to the O-
line. 

Q. Some reports said that you might be better at the NFL level playing guard. Do you have much experience 
at guard or are you just primarily a tackle? 

I don't have any experience at guard, but, like I said, I'm willing to do anything and everything. There’s some 
things you have to work on at practice, you know, stuff like that. You just got to keep improving on it. It's a 
bunch of things you haven't done yet, so I just got to work on it. I have no issue playing guard. I wouldn't be 
against it, but I would just have to continue to work. 
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Q. I saw somewhere that you trained with, or trained with the same trainer as Peter Skoronski worked with. 
Is that true? Do you know Peter a little bit? 

Yes, sir. We all trained. Me and Peter (Skoronski) were training together through this process. 

Q. How cool is it to be here in Tennessee with him? 

Pete (Skoronski) is a cool guy. We both played in the Big Ten, so we played against each other. We didn't really 
talk much. We got to Texas and we started training together. Peter's a great guy. He's a great athlete. He's smart. 
Like I said, he moves well. I'm happy to be with Peter. I think he's a great addition to the O-line room as well. 

Q. What are some of the things you mentioned that you might need to work at the next level? 

Just technique things, hand timing, punch timing, hand placement, just keeping great balance, stuff like that. 
You don't want to lean and stuff. Just being more consistent and finishing, just continuing to drive and get it 
done every play.  

Q. What have the last three days been like for you? 

It’s a big waiting game. That's really all it is. You just sit in the house and wait for your phone to ring. It's been 
a little bit of being anxious. I've been a little bit nervous. At the end of the day, like I said earlier, God has a 
plan. I’ve just been waiting. I didn't get called last night. I wasn't upset about it. I just went home, prayed. I 
woke up today hoping that today would be the day. And it turned out. 

Q. What do you know about the Titans’ style of play, what kind of offense they have and what you like about 
it? 

Up front, I know they run off the ball, they’re very dominant, they finish to the whistle. They play very hard. 
I'm just ready to get in there and be a part of that, just go in there and just be a part of that grind, and just watch 
all the guys get through the workouts every day. You know, just like I said, just be together with the team.  

Q. Are you close with Chig Okonkwo from your Maryland days?  

Yes, sir. Me and Chig (Okonkwo) are pretty close. You know, we all we came in the same time of 2018. Chig is 
a great guy. I loved him as my tight end when he was here with me. And I still get to be with him again, so I 
can't wait to step in there and go see him.  

Q. Have you heard from Chiq Okonkwo by chance already?  

I haven't. I haven't been on my phone, really? Not yet, at least. I've been talking to the staff, you know, Ran 
(Carthon) and Mike (Vrabel).  

Q. What did they tell you specifically in welcoming you to the team?  

Just come in and just be myself. Just work hard, you know? Just keep my head up, and just like I said, and if I 
need anything, they got me.  They are going to take care of me, just make sure I'm doing okay, but just come in 
and be ready to work.  

Q. Did you just start playing football at 14?  
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Yes, sir. I started playing at 14. You know, so life stuff was going on.  Wasn't a lot in the right circumstances at 
a young age.  I ended up when I turned 14, I found being in the right place, you know and found football.  

Q. What would you do to keep yourself busy or hobbies up until you were 14?  

You know, just outside, running around with friends, just playing basketball, playing throwback football.  
Outside in the grass, just having fun.  

Q. How big were you when you started?  

When I was 14, I was probably want to say like 6-4 maybe like 300, maybe. I'm not….  

Q. And then did it take you long to catch up with everybody else from a technique standpoint? 

Oh, yeah it took me pretty long. It probably took me until like my redshirt freshman year, maybe even a year 
after that, up until college, you know, throughout high school.  I was just out there just moving people, just 
being a bigger body, not really using a lot of techniques. So when I got to college, that was one of the main 
focuses that I needed on my plays, just improving on technique because the same thing you do in high school 
definitely did not work on the college level. 
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Testudo Times: Jaelyn Duncan selected by Tennessee Titans in sixth round of 2023 NFL Draft 

FOX Sports: Former Maryland OL Jaelyn Duncan speaks with Geoff Schwartz 

WJLA: 'Excitement, a lot of tears': Maryland offensive lineman Jaelyn Duncan ready for NFL 
Draft 

Press Box Online: Maryland LT Jaelyn Duncan On How He Realized He Could Play Football ‘For 
A Long Time’ 

Press Box Online: For Maryland LT Jaelyn Duncan, Sky Is The Limit After Late Start In Football 
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15 Colton Dowell  
• Position: WR 
• Height: 6-3 
• Weight: 215 
• Class: Graduate Student 
• Hometown: Lebanon, Tenn. 
• High School: Wilson Central HS 

 

Awards and Honors 

• Yearly Honors  
o 2x All-OVC First Team (2020, 2022) 
o 2x All-OVC Second Team (2019, 2021) 
o HERO Sports Sophomore All-American honorable mention (2019) 
o Phil Steele All-OVC first team (2019) 

• Preseason Honors  
o 3x Preseason All-OVC (2020, 2021, 2022) 
o Stats Perform FCS Preseason All-American first team (2020) 
o HERO Sports Preseason All-American second team (2020) 
o Phil Steele Preseason All-American second team (2020) 
o 2x Phil Steele Preseason All-OVC first team (2020, 2021) 
o Phil Steele Preseason All-OVC second team (2022) 
o HERO Sports Preseason All-OVC (2020) 
o The Bluebloods Preseason All-OVC (2022) 

• Academic Honors  
o OVC Commissioner's Honor Roll (2019-20, 2020-21) 
o Athletic Director's Honor Roll (Fall 2019, Spring 2020, Fall 2020, Fall 2021, 

Spring 2022) 

2022: Named to All-OVC first team…Tabbed to The Bluebloods all-conference first 
team…Garnered all-conference first team honors from Phil Steele…Played and started in all 11 
games for the Skyhawks at wide receiver…Helped team to OVC Championship…Tallied 67 
receptions for 1,036 yards…Became the fourth player in program history to eclipse 1,000 
receiving yards in a season…Broke all-time receiving yards mark at UT Martin, finishing his 
career with 2,796 yards while ranking third in school history with 19 touchdowns and 177 
receptions…Caught six touchdowns…Averaged 15.5 yards per reception…Averaged 94.7 all-
purpose yards per game…Notched six 100-yard receiving games against Western Illinois (Sept. 
1), Missouri State (Sept. 8), Murray State (Oct. 8), No. 3 Tennessee (Oct. 22), Houston Christian 
(Oct. 29) and Eastern Illinois (Nov. 19)…Ranked amongst FCS leaders in receiving yards per 
game (ninth), receiving yards (13th) and receptions per game (19th)…Ranked amongst OVC 
leaders in receptions (second), receiving yards (second), receiving yards per game (second) and 
touchdowns (fourth)…Caught touchdowns against Western Illinois (Sept. 1), Missouri State 
(Sept. 8), Boise State (Sept. 17), Kennesaw State (Nov. 5), Tennessee State (Nov. 12) and 
Eastern Illinois (Nov. 19)…Tallied double-digit receptions against Missouri State (Sept. 8) and 



Murray State (Oct. 8)...Named to Preseason All-OVC squad...Tabbed to The 
Bluebloods Preseason All-Conference team...Named to Phil Steele Preseason All-OVC second 
team. 
 
2021: Named to All-OVC second team…Played and started in six games for the Skyhawks 
before suffering a season-ending injury…Helped team to OVC Championship and second round 
berth in NCAA Division I playoffs…Tallied 22 receptions for 398 yards…Notched two 
touchdowns…Averaged 18.1 yards per catch to lead the OVC…Averaged 66.3 yards per game 
to rank third in the OVC…Hauled in a season-high 102 receiving yards against Western 
Kentucky (Sept. 2)…Caught touchdowns against Western Kentucky (Sept. 2) and No. 9 
Jacksonville State (Sept. 25)…Tabbed to Preseason All-OVC squad…Named to Phil Steele 
Preseason All-OVC first team…Named to the Athletic Director’s Honor Roll in both the fall and 
spring semesters. 
 
2020-21: Named to All-OVC first team…Played and started in all seven games for the 
Skyhawks at wide receiver…Tallied 40 receptions for 459 yards and four 
touchdowns…Averaged 11.5 yards per receptions…Averaged 65.6 all-purpose yards per 
game…Tallied a season-high 105 receiving yards against Tennessee Tech (Apr. 11)…Hauled in 
a season-high two touchdown receptions against Southeast Missouri (Apr. 3)…Scored 
touchdowns against No. 10 Jacksonville State (March 14), Southeast Missouri (Apr. 3) and 
Tennessee Tech (Apr. 11)…Ranked 21st nationally in both receiving touchdowns and receiving 
yards…Ranked amongst OVC leaders in receptions (40, first), receiving yards (459, second), 
touchdowns (four, second), receptions per game (5.7, second) and receiving yards per game 
(65.6, third)…Tallied five or more receptions in six of seven contests…Posted a season-long 
reception of 50 yards against Tennessee Tech (Apr. 11)…Named STATS Perform FCS 
Preseason All-American first team…Tabbed to Phil Steele Preseason Al-American second 
team…Named to HERO Sports Preseason All-American second team…Garnered Preseason All-
OVC honors…Tabbed Phil Steele Preseason All-OVC…HERO Sports Preseason All-OVC 
selection…Named to OVC Commissioner’s Honor Roll…Named to Athletic Director’s Honor 
Roll for the fall semester. 
 
2019: Tabbed to HERO Sports Sophomore All-American honorable mention squad…All-OVC 
second team…Phil Steele All-OVC first team...Played in all 12 games for the Skyhawks while 
starting 10 games between wide receiver and tight end…Tallied 38 receptions for 765 
yards…Notched four touchdowns against Northwestern State (Aug. 29), Tennessee Tech (Oct. 
12) and Jacksonville State (Nov. 2)…Averaged 20.1 yards per catch…Averaged 64.0 all-purpose 
yards per game…Eclipsed the 100-yard receiving plateau four times against Tennessee Tech 
(Oct. 12), Southeast Missouri (Oct. 26), Jacksonville State (Nov. 2) and Austin Peay (Nov. 
9)…Best game came at Tennessee Tech (Oct. 12) where he tallied five receptions for 154 yards 
and two touchdowns…Recorded three tackles...Named to OVC Commissioner's Honor 
Roll...Named to Athletic Director's Honor Roll for both the fall and spring semesters. 
 
2018: Played in 11 games for the Skyhawks at wide receiver…Compiled 10 receptions for 138 
yards…Notched three touchdowns against Chattanooga (Sept. 15), Southeast Missouri (Oct. 27) 
and Tennessee Tech (Nov. 10)…Best game came against Tennessee Tech (Nov. 10) with three 
receptions for 51 yards and a touchdown…Averaged 13.8 yards per catch…Averaged 12.5 all-



purpose yards per game. 

2017: Redshirted. 

BEFORE UTM: Prepped at Wilson Central High School, playing for head coach Brad 
Dedman…Guided the Wildcats to a 8-3 record with a playoff berth in 2016…Tallied 44 
receptions for 799 yards and five touchdowns…Averaged 18.2 yards per catch…Notched three 
100-yard receiving games…Best game came against Lebanon where he tallied three catches for
133 yards and two touchdowns…Against Mount Juliet he tallied a career-high nine receptions
for 133 yards and a touchdown…Named to the Region 6-3A all-region squad…Played in the
2016 Toyota East vs. West All-Star Game …Tallied six punt returns along with a pair of kick
returners…Ranked as a two-star prospect by 247Sports.

PERSONAL: Born on April 19, 1999…Son of Chris and Tracy Dowell…Has one brother, 
Coleby…Majoring in health and human performance. 

Career Rushing/Receiving Stats
Year Team G Rush Gained Lost Net Avg. Lg TD Rec Yds Avg Lg TD
2018 TN-Mar 11 0 0 0 0 - - 0 10 138 13.8 28t 3
2019 TN-Mar 12 1 3 0 3 3.0 3 0 38 765 20.1 73t 4
2020 TN-Mar 7 0 0 0 0 - - 0 40 459 11.5 50t 4
2021 TN-Mar 6 0 0 0 0 - - 0 22 398 18.1 56 2
2022 TN-Mar 11 1 6 0 6 6.0 6 0 67 1036 15.5 54 6
Totals G Rush Gained Lost Net Avg. Lg TD Rec Yds Avg Lg TD
Career 47 2 9 0 9 4.5 6 0 177 2796 15.8 73t 19
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WR COLTON DOWELL (7TH ROUND, 228TH OVERALL) 

 

PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 

Full name: Colton Davis Dowell 

Position:  WR 

Height:  6-3 

Weight:  212 

Date of Birth:  4/19/99 

Birthplace: Lebanon, Tenn.  

Marital status: No  

Children's names and ages (if applicable): No  

Nickname: Bubba (brother calls him that) 

Reason for name or nickname: Family started calling him 
Bubba  

Names of parents:  Chris and Tracy Dowell 

Number of siblings:  1 older brother, Coleby 

Agent’s name: Christian Kranz  

Twitter: @ColtonDowell2  

Instagram: @colton_dowell15  

 

COLLEGE 
 

College(s) attended:  UT Martin 

College major: Exercise Science  

Redshirt season(s): Freshman (2017)  

Degree earned (yes or no): Yes, undergrad…currently in 
graduate school 

Month & year of graduation (if applicable):  Fall 2021 

College jersey number: 15  

Significance of jersey number: None  

 

 

HIGH SCHOOL 
 

High school (city, state):  Wilson Central High School 
(Lebanon, Tenn.) 

Mascot: Wildcats  

Year of graduation: 2017  

Other sports played in high school: Baseball (until 
sophomore year) 

 

 

OFF THE FIELD 

 

Relatives or close childhood friends in professional sports: None  

Familiarity with fellow Titans draft picks or veteran Titans players:  Followed the team and players closely growing up in Lebanon, 
which is less than an hour from downtown Nashville.  

Any charitable causes that are meaningful to you: Boys and Girls Clubs of America 

The thing(s) people find most interesting about you: Plays the guitar  

Superstitions or pregame rituals: None – “just go out and play.” 

Outside of football and your family, what is something you’re passionate about? Helping people and being a light to others, and 
art (abstract art).  

Biggest challenge overcome in your life and/or football career: Broke his foot in 2021 while he was having a good year and had to 
overcome it mentally and physically. 
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Football role model: Terrell Owens 

Hidden talent or a talent you wish you had: Can juggle  

Personal connections or past experiences in Nashville: Going to Preds playoff games, Titans games and Sounds games 

Who are the top 3 artists you’d have on your festival lineup? Tyler Childers, Cage the Elephant, Future 

Off-the-field interests and hobbies: Likes to play catch with baseball, plays guitar, hiking and connecting with nature. 

Do you have any pets? Pitbull/Lab mix named Roscoe 

What do you spend more money on than you should? Gas station snacks (Sour Patch Kids) 

What was your first job? Cutting wood and selling it with father … also worked at a movie theater. 

Best celebrity encounter you have had: Hasn’t had any yet. 

Movie you can always re-watch: “Midsommar”  

Best TV show to binge: “The Office”  

Favorite musician or band: Tyler Childers   
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APRIL 29, 2023 

 
PRESS CONFERENCE WITH LOCAL MEDIA 

 

WR COLTON DOWELL 

Q. Did you have any idea the Titans were interested in you?  

Yes ma’am. I got a couple of coaches that coached at UT Martin that are now with the Titans. I knew they had 
interest, but being drafted by them is a dream come true. I did not know that that was going to happen.  

Q. Were you in Nashville for a local pro day and what was that like?  

Yes sir, I did have a local day and it was cool to see the practice facility from the inside. Me and my dad, we 
always try to get up there in the summer when they are going through training camp. It was really cool to see 
the inside and I definitely, while I was there, envisioned myself playing there and putting on that two-toned 
blue.  

Q. How much of an impression do you feel like you put on in the game against the University of Tennessee?  

I feel like I just showed that I am a good player. Even though I came from a small school, I can compete with 
the top dogs, whoever they put in front of me. I am a competitor, I work hard and just prove myself time after 
time against good talent.   

Q. What did the Titans tell you about your opportunity here?  

They just said that I could come in there and carve my rôle in their offense with hard work and I am buying into 
that. I am a hard-working guy. That’s basically what they said. It is up to me how far I go. 

Q. You were here for training camp with you dad?  

Yes sir. 

Q. How old were you?  

I had a couple of teammates come to the Titans in college and so I would say probably around 2018, 2017 and I 
was probably about 19 years old. We have always watched the Titans in my house. 

Q. Would you describe yourself as a Titans fan?  

I would describe myself as a Titans fan, especially seeing what Coach (Mike) Vrabel has done these past years 
of running the team. I definitely consider myself a Titans fan and I’ve been to a couple games. 
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Q. What does this mean for you coming from a smaller school and Lebanon?  

It means everything, You know, it proves, it shows to me and I hope it shows to a lot of other kids around my 
area, that hard work and perseverance, you know, they outshine going to a small school. UT Martin, I love it, 
but going to a small school, it doesn't define you. Your hard work defines you. 

Q. What would you say is your style of play as a receiver. Are you a guy who goes up and wins 50/50 balls or 
are you more of a burner and route runner? How would you describe your game?  

I would say I'm a deep threat and I get out and stretch the field. I make those contested catches. I'm a big-body 
guy, so I like to use my body to maneuver myself around the DB and just make those tough-contested catches.  

Q. What was the best for 40-yard time for you? 

It was a 4.41, 4.40. 

Q. Were you watching the draft today or were you doing something else? What were you doing when you got 
the call? 

I’ve had the draft on since 11:00. It's been in my ear that I might go, you know, later on, sixth or seventh round. 
I’ve just been watching the whole time, being anxious and ready to see where I'm going to land. 

Q. What have you been doing to kill the time between now and ultimately getting drafted? 

Just walking around. I've done a lot of walking on my dad's property. I just, if I needed a break, I'd take a walk 
and clear my brain and let the nerves calm down. I've mainly, I've been watching the draft, you know. 

Q. I know you went to Wilson Central High School. Have you been here since you were a kid? 

Yes, sir. Born and raised. I was actually born in Lebanon and I never left. So yeah, all 24 years. 

Q. I know you’ve got to do the work, but to have a chance to play for your hometown team, your high school 
buddies, people you grew up with having the chance to watch you, I can only imagine that's probably what 
you dreamed about your whole life. 

It's awesome. It's awesome. I can't explain the feeling because I've never felt this before, but it's awesome. It's 
awesome. 

Q. What have the texts been like? Who have you heard from? 

Oh, man. My phone's been buzzing in my pocket the whole time after they announced that pick. It's been 
buzzing in my pocket. And I've talked to all the coaches and a couple of teammates, high school teammates, just 
everybody. They've been hitting me up, so it's a blessing. 

Q. Is it true that your dad is the fire chief in Lebanon? 

Yes, sir. He was the fire chief for about 12 years, I think. He's recently retired. He's been retired for about two 
years now. 

Q. What were your other options coming out of high school in terms of college football? 
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Coming out of high school, I had Chattanooga, Richmond, Mercer, Furman, a lot of smaller FCS schools. 

Q. When did you first believe that this sort of thing was possible for your career? 

I always believed it, honestly. I've always been the type of guy that, you know, works for what he gets. I've had 
to work as hard as I could just to get anything, you know. I know that hard work reaps results. And, through that 
belief, I knew that I could make it if I just wanted it and worked for it hard enough. 

Q. For a guy who wasn't at the Combine, who played at a smaller school, what did you do to stand out during 
this pre-draft process? 

I try to build my body and build my arms, build my speed, and then just show up in the flashy areas. I've always 
been a strong guy, so getting 23 on bench, that kind of gave me a little spotlight and then the vertical and the 40. 
I just put a lot of emphasis into making myself as athletic and as strong as I could for the draft. 

Q. Did you visit any other NFL teams or did any show interest in you?  

Yes, sir. I had multiple Zoom calls with teams like Arizona and the Patriots, the Broncos, the Chargers. And I 
actually went on a 30 visit to Chicago. So, yeah, definitely.  

Q. What kind of stuff did you do growing up in Lebanon? Did you play Pop Warner as a kid here in this 
area?  

As a kid, I'm more in the county area, so me and my brother, we will build forts and everything and we'd use all 
my dad's tools in the woods and chopping down trees. But I played Pop Warner baseball and I played a little 
basketball growing up.  

Q. Any odd jobs in Lebanon? 

I was actually an usher at a movie theater. And then from that, I would chop wood with my dad and sell 
firewood with him.  

Q. How much do you know about the Titans? You said you're a fan of the team and some guys on the team 
and now you are going to be their teammates. 

Definitely, you know. Derrick Henry is a big one, right? He's just an awesome guy. He's a bruiser on the field. 
and what he does with how big he is, it's just amazing. It's fun to watch and guys like (Ryan) Tannehill, he's a 
fun, fun guy to watch on the field and I love how he's kind of revamped his career through the Titans. I love 
(Jeffery) Simmons on the D-line. He's a freakin’ beast. It's fun watching them play. I follow the team pretty, 
pretty good.  

Q. How about the receiver coach Rob Moore? Was he kind of like the primary touch point for you as far as 
communication with the team? 

As far as communication with the team it was Clinton McMillan. He was my guy that I was in his ear and as 
well as Coach (Matt) Jones, both of them guys came from Martin and that was kind of like my point of contact 
with the team. But I love Coach (Rob) Moore. We had a good conversation on the local day. I can tell that he 
wants to develop players, and he really cares about this game. I'm looking forward to working with him.  
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RAN CARTHON: All right, I guess I'll start it off. We all know why we are here. We just selected Peter Skoronski with the 
11th overall pick. Peter checks all the boxes for us and what we're looking for in our offensive line and what we're 
looking for to bring into our program.  

He was a guy that, truth be told, we targeted from the very beginning. Didn't know that if he was going to be there or 
not so we had other contingency plans, just in case, and we got lucky and he was there. So it made the pick really easy 
for us to pull off at 11. So, Mike? Nothing?  

MIKE VRABEL: Well, I would just say I want to thank Ran, his staff, our coaches for putting a lot of work in not only on 
Peter but this entire draft. So far an amazing process. Exactly, you know, where we were yesterday in some of the 
scenarios, our communication. Have absolutely enjoyed it thus far. We're getting a fantastic player, a physical player, a 
violent player, he's got versatility. And those are things that we covet. And with the durability. I know when he grabs 
people most of the time they stop moving. So that's really a good thing for an offensive lineman.  

Q. That's the thing, it may not be a sexy pick going for offensive linemen. But 49 sacks allowed last year, how 
important is it to protect the quarterback?  

MIKE VRABEL: We've said since the end of the season, during the season, multiple times, numerous times, we have to do 
a better job protecting our quarterback. We have set out to do that, not only by improvement, but in the off-season and 
some of the free agent acquisitions, but also tonight. And you have to be able to do that. And this isn't just a pass 
protector. This is an all-around very, very good football player, very good offensive lineman.  

Q. Did you guys talk to Arizona, anybody else, about moving up? Was a quarterback in play?  

RAN CARTHON: If you guys remember, when we spoke, I guess it was Monday, and I told you guys about everybody 
being nosy. That included me. So you have to know all the scenarios above you, below you. So we called everybody. 
Whether it was teams above us, teams below us, just exploring to see where we were going to be.  

It's funny, Mike and I were, we were just talking about it downstairs, how they came off is about how we predicted and 
where we thought was going to be there for us at 11 to choose from. We did think Peter was going to go a little higher 
than expected, but we would have loved for him to fall for us and he did.  

Q. Do you envision him as a tackle or inside?  

MIKE VRABEL: Really just going to play him at offensive line to start and see where we go and see where we feel like he 
can best help the football team and where he can best help himself. We haven't targeted him anywhere. Really when we 
set off to talk about this offseason we wanted to identify speed, violence and versatility and he checks those boxes and 
we'll kind of let that materialize as we work through the off-season, into training camp. That's when the offensive line is 
going to come together, we talked about that, is in training camp.  
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Q. Do you think in the end, between Dillard and Skoronski, one's at left tackle, one is at left guard?  

MIKE VRABEL: Well we hope that they both are going to be able to contribute. Obviously that's why we made the 
acquisition we did in the offseason and that's why we made the pick that we made tonight. We have played against 
teams that have really good lines of scrimmage. I'm glad that Ran feels the same way that we do, is that that line of 
scrimmage is critical in this league. And you see what some of those guys have to block across from them. And Peter and 
hopefully the rest of these guys as they come in here and develop and gel are going to be able to do that for us.  

Q. You mentioned value at different positions. How, like later you could get guys who have similar value. You taking 
Skoronski at 11, what is it that you feel separates him from the other tackles or guards in the draft?  

RAN CARTHON: Well I think the thing about Peter what Mike was saying is his versatility. When he grabs people for the 
most part they stop, you know, when he gets his hands on guys. So whatever his length is is his length, but he played at 
a high productive level using that same length to stop people. And again it's another way for us to add not only a good 
football player but a good person.  

He's a consummate pro, even in college, the way he carried himself. That was just -- he just made it a comfortable and 
easy pick for us to pull off the board.  

Q. You mentioned the length. Are you referring to the arm length?  

RAN CARTHON: Yeah, because that was the pre-draft motion from everybody, can he play tackle. And it wasn't because 
he wasn't successful playing tackle in college, it was because of the quote, unquote desired arm length. So we know at 
the end of the day we got a good football player that is going to be productive wherever he plays.  

Q. This was a first for you as a general manager of a team. What was it like when 11 came on the clock and you had to 
make your pick? What was going through your mind?  

RAN CARTHON: Nothing. Communicating with my partner. We talked throughout. We were doing a countdown, hey, 
we're three out, we're two out, we're one out. Here is this scenario, here's that scenario. It helped having his leadership 
and his veteran knowledge of how to do it. It made it easy. Like we talked about the other day, us being locked in that 
room together, going through that board, working through discrepancies that he we may have. Whether it was our 
scouts, whether it was our coaches or whether it was ourselves, put everything into vision for us. So when that pick 
came we knew immediately. We didn't have to have much conversation. Just a quick, hey, we're good and we were 
good and so it made it easy.  

Everybody's been asking me how I feel, am I excited and all those things. I've been telling everybody the same thing. I 
think about, you know, you score your first touchdown and you dance and you celebrate and most coaches will pull you 
to the side and act and say, Act like you been there before. So I approached today as if I've been there before.  

MIKE VRABEL: I told Ran you never forget your first though. So we laughed about that.  

And just to echo that, it was easy. There was a comfort to it. Having worked through those scenarios up and down. And 
so like he said, it was, it kind of happened. And there we were and I was hoping -- it just, it kind of came to us and it was 
easy. So that was probably the best part of this entire process is having spent those last couple hours yesterday, just him 
and I, putting everybody's thoughts together and everybody's vision together for these players.  

Q. How has Peter worked through the short arms and overcome that? What's a guy with shorter arms do?  
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MIKE VRABEL: Great foot work. He's square. He plays square. He's strong. He's got -- you can watch some of these clips 
and these are 280-pound guys, 270-pound guys rushing on the edge or blocking down on a three technique. And he gets 
his hands on you, they, for the most part, they don't go very far.  

I think he uses his mind. I mean, he's intelligent. There's a lot of things you can do to make up for not having 35-inch 
arms, which very few tackles have. So it's angles, it's strength, it's body control, it's playing square and being able to 
move his feet.  

Q. You talked the other day about the value of getting face-to-face time with these prospects. What did you learn 
about Peter when you got with him in pre-draft and how did that inform the pick?  

RAN CARTHON: So we met with Peter at the combine, felt really good about him. Then our O-line coach, Coach Hoss 
(Jason Houghtaling) went to the pro day and spent time with him.  

Again, the player and the person checked all the boxes for us. So we felt like who he was and what he brings here was 
easy.  

Q. If he ends up playing inside at guard, how good is he at getting to the second level of run blocking like your guards 
do?  

MIKE VRABEL: Good. When any offensive lineman for us is uncovered there's times where they're going to have to play 
in space. Whether that's at the second level or that's pulling and those what we would call movement blocks. He's very, 
very proficient. It's not like he hangs his hat on one thing. This isn't just a player that's just a one-trick player. He's a 
complete offensive lineman coming out of college. There will be a lot of things that he's going to have to learn and that 
we're going to have to help him learn and continue to develop him and maybe some of the tricks of the trade. But I 
don't think that there's any concern with Peter's ability to move and block in space or on the edge.  

Q. Does he check your box about being a glue player that he can play right away?  

RAN CARTHON: Yes, he is that. And hence why he goes at 11.  

Q. You mentioned being nosy and checking things out and so forth. With the proximity you guys had to the top of the 
draft this year and the quarterbacks that were up there, was there much of a temptation in your mind to kind of take 
(inaudible)?  

RAN CARTHON: I mean, again, it goes to what we were talking about earlier this week, trusting the board, and that's 
exactly what we did. He was a player that, like I said, we coveted, and we didn't think would be there. So when he was 
there and where we had him slotted it was an easy pull, because we trusted not only our communication but we trusted 
our board.  

Q. When you look at the division and particularly two young quarterbacks, are you thinking defensively about 
stopping those guys? Are you thinking offensively about matching what those guys might be?  

MIKE VRABEL: Yeah, I don't think we thought that way. I think we obviously want to improve our football team. We're 
not setting out to -- obviously we have a goal every year, we want to win the division and host home playoff games and 
win championships. But I don't think that ever crossed our mind is that, hey, we have to go get somebody to stop 
whatever rookie quarterback.  

We're trying to build a team, a complete team. We have lot of work to do. We're just getting started, but I think it's a 
great start.  
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Q. Is there a quarterback that you especially like that went off the board?  

MIKE VRABEL: There's a lot of players in this draft I like and there's a lot of players that Ran likes and that we both like. I 
think we're going to continue to try to find players at all levels, quarterbacks, running backs, receivers, defensive 
linemen.  

So we ended up where we were, we stuck and we knew this was a player that when we said, if we're going to stay there 
and pick Peter Skoronski is going to be one of those players.  

Q. You guys both talked about speed, offensive line speed probably not the first play you think of, does that remain 
obviously a big deal going into tomorrow now?  

MIKE VRABEL: Yeah, but we talked to our players already, the ones that we have on the roster, about the ability to play 
fast and the ability to be and get timed fast. So we're going to find a way to get them to play faster. And then we're 
going to target some players that have speed. But at his position, this is a fast player, plays fast, isn't unsure of what he's 
supposed to do. He goes and hits somebody and blocks the guy and keeps them away from the quarterback.  

Q. (No microphone.)  

MIKE VRABEL: Well, I think Ran caught him at the pizzeria, they probably had some pitchers (laughing.) He congratulated 
him, obviously. I thanked him for the way that he played. I told him that the reason that he was in this position was for 
those people around him and that he should be gracious and he should always remember to put the team first and 
come in here and be ready to get to work.  
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RAN CARTHON: Good afternoon. How's everybody doing? Good. It is with great pleasure that Mike and I sit 
here having our first pick together in attendance with his parents, Bob and Ann.  

Like we talked about last night, Peter's a guy that we coveted. A guy that we didn't expect to be here for us at 
11. We're thrilled to have him.  

So I'm going to pass it on to Mike before we bring him up and introduce him to the Titans fans.  

MIKE VRABEL: Absolutely. Just want to welcome Peter and his family to our organization. On behalf of the 
coaching staff and everybody involved it's been great to see him in the building and meet everybody. I know 
he's excited just as we are and it's just been cool. It's been really comfortable. Like to welcome you guys. 
Obviously this is a great opportunity, not only for us, but for you and your family and I know that Peter's ready 
to get to work. And the first job that he has is to take your questions. So we would like to welcome him and 
have a great picture here.  

RAN CARTHON: Peter Skoronski, everybody.  

(Photo opportunity.)  

Q. With your grandfather playing for the Packers, was playing offensive line just kind of in the bloodline, 
so to speak?  

PETER SKORONSKI: Yeah, I think bloodline and the genetics. I don't think I really had a choice when I 
started playing tackle football. I think I was too heavy to even be allowed to carry the ball so I always had to 
play O-line. Never really played anything else. So just always felt natural. I was a bigger dude, so, yeah.  

Q. You mentioned the versatility that you have. If you're asked to go and play guard, what is -- since the 
sixth grade you haven't played that position, I don't believe it was. So what is it makes you feel you can 
do that successfully?  

PETER SKORONSKI: More than anything I'm going to try to do what I can do to help the team. So if that's 
what I'm asked to do I'll definitely do it. Obviously it's an adjustment having only played tackle. The game's a 
lot faster in there, it's a lot different. But that's just going come with reps and drill and technique. So obviously 
just happy to do it if it helps the team. That's just my mentality and I'll get the hang of it, for sure.  

Q. Working with Duke (Manyweather) is that something that, leading up to the draft, is that something 
that you worked on just some of the things you maybe had to do?  
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PETER SKORONSKI: To a little bit of an extent. Obviously nothing like too position-specific. Work both sides 
of the line, both positions. So just trying to be ready to play anywhere. But, yeah, I think that helped a little bit. 
But it's hard to really do anything without putting pads on, which I didn't do with Duke. So obviously once I get 
the pads on I'll have a better feel for that.  

Q. Are you surprised by -- I don't know how much attention you paid to it, but you said you took an 
awful lot of questions about it -- just how much big draft machine automatically looks at the arms and 
puts you at guard, despite the fact that you started every game at left tackle and had a very successful 
career there had the bloodline and all of that?  

PETER SKORONSKI: Yeah, yeah, obviously it was a big talking point. I just feel like my opinion is that 
there's so much more that goes into being a good tackle than just arm length. There's so much more to blocking 
than that. I think at the end of the day it's just about blocking people and I think I proved I could do that in 
college. But there's so much in terms of foot work and punching and efficiency with your hands that I think 
matter. That's something that I have to continue to work on to get better at. But I think that that sort of matters 
more than just, oh, your arms are this measurement. So, yeah, I just think there's more to it than that and that's 
why I feel like I can play the tackle position.  

Q. Was that happening back before January or was it kind of just manifesting during the draft that 
people were talking about your arms?  

PETER SKORONSKI: Yeah, so I didn't realize it was a thing until probably last spring when I sort of knew that 
the NFL process could be in my future. And it was kind of funny, like during spring ball I think last year I made 
some comment about a rep and I mentioned to my coach about, oh, my arms are shorter, so I have to do this. 
And he was just like, I don't care. So that was sort of the end of that discussion and it was just sort of -- I didn't 
really think about it much until that.  

Then obviously it's been a big talking point with people. But I always just had to go out there and block people. 
It's not about length and that's it.  

Q. What have the last 18 hours been like for you? You talked about your phone blowing up. How have 
you handled it?  

PETER SKORONSKI: Yeah, it's been a whirl wind. It feels crazy, 24 hours ago I didn't know what was going 
to be in my future and now here I am in Nashville. So it's been a whirlwind and I got to take a second to stop 
and soak it in for a little bit. But just a huge blessing to be here and be a part of the Titans organization. So 
really happy about how things have gone, yeah.  

Q. What went into your decision to not attend the draft?  

PETER SKORONSKI: Yeah, I just feel like -- obviously I'm not a huge media guy generally, so kind of wanted 
to avoid that scene there. Obviously nothing against it.  

But also wanted the opportunity to have a bunch of family and friends and teammates around me, which I was 
able to do at home. So really appreciated that and spending that time with them, because a lot of those people 
helped me get to where I am. So that was what really kind of drove that and having those people around me for 
that.  
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Q. Talking to your friend Dan Pompei talking about some your leadership, going outside of your comfort 
zone. There's room here even for a new young guy probably to lead on this line. How do you plan on kind 
of gauging the room for that and what you're able to do as a first-year guy?  

PETER SKORONSKI: Yeah, yeah, I know obviously as a young guy it can be tough to be in that position 
because you don't have the experience under your belt. But I think it just starts with just doing your job and 
being a consistent guy right off the bat. Someone who does what they're supposed to do on and off the field.  

So that's just where I'm, that's what I'm going to start with and go from there. I think guys will, you know, I'll 
earn guys' respect by doing what I'm supposed to do. That's really the only thing you can do to sort of earn that 
leadership position.  

Q. In your meeting with Ran and Coach Vrabel were you able to kind of gauge and just get a feel for like 
what this organization is about?  

PETER SKORONSKI: Yeah, that for sure and just obviously being a NFL fan and knowing the Titans 
organization and how they play and just like a hard-nosed team and really tough mentality. I was Packers fan 
and pretty upset when they beat the Packers last year. So just kind of familiar with what they do. Sort of really 
admired that from afar. Obviously now really happy to be a part of it.  

Q. Now having gathered that information, how do you feel you will fit into the organization?  

PETER SKORONSKI: Yeah, I think it's kind of similar to how like our general mentality at Northwestern in 
terms of work ethic and physicality and violence and just sort of that hard nosed, gritty mentality that we had at 
Northwestern I think that will be a pretty good transition for me coming here I think it's the same values here 
too.  

Q. We talk about the physical part of your game. How would you rate yourself as a technician because as 
a left tackle you got to be probably the most athletic person on the offensive line?  

PETER SKORONSKI: Yeah, I think technician is probably the number one title I would sort of strive for 
personally behind being violent, being a physical player. But offensive line's so difficult you have to have 
technique. Especially, I guess, someone like me who is not like the built-in-a-lab-type tackle. So technique is 
something I always really, really pride myself on and that's how you're going to be able to win, especially at this 
level with this competition.  

Q. What do you want Titans fans to know about you?  

PETER SKORONSKI: I think I'm someone who prides myself on consistency. I want to be someone for this 
organization that people can count on day-in and day-out on and off the field. That they can count on for a good 
performance week-in and week-out. So that's what I promise and I hope fans will realize that.  

Q. Have you had anybody reach out, player-wise, from the Titans?  

PETER SKORONSKI: Ryan Tannehill texted me last night just real quick. I haven't checked my phone or my 
texts, there might be more.  

Q. What did he say?  
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PETER SKORONSKI: Just welcoming me to the organization. Excited to get to work. So I'm excited too.  

Q. Do you have any other connections just with college or Big Ten that you know some guys?  

PETER SKORONSKI: I really don't actually. Obviously familiar with a lot of guys on the team, but not 
personally.  

Q. Now that the draft process is over, what are the next steps for you?  

PETER SKORONSKI: Yeah, just getting through minicamp and rookie development and finding my way 
through the organization and learning the playbook for sure is big and kind of conquering that mental aspect 
will be big priority on my mind before we put the pads on.  

Q. The family ties to Green Bay, how quick is the transition then to turning them over to converting to 
Titans fans here?  

PETER SKORONSKI: Yeah, well I'm going to put on it that blue jersey, so it's not too hard once I'm going out 
there. I don't think it will be an issue.  

Obviously the organization, having my grandfather play there will always be a part of our family history and a 
part of me. But definitely all Titans now.  

Q. Is there anything your grandfather ever told you that kind of stuck with you?  

PETER SKORONSKI: Yeah, his big thing was keep your head up was kind of his mentality. I think, especially 
at offensive lineman things can get rough and it's a tough positions, it's just keep your head up and keep going. 
Even from a technique standpoint. As my offensive line coach in college says, ‘There's nothing to look at on the 
ground,’ as far as coming off blocks and stuff. 

Q. Did your grandfather take you to any Packers games? Take you down to the locker room or any of 
those types of things when you were young?  

PETER SKORONSKI: Not really. Mostly went to Packers games with my uncles who were season ticket 
holders.  

I do remember one game I went with him where he did an autograph signing and he was announced at Lambeau 
Field which was real cool to see that and have the whole stadium sort of cheer for him. But I've been to tons of 
Packers games, but mostly with my family and uncles.  

Q. Was there ever a question about what position you would play? You didn't start playing until you 
were 12, is that right?  

PETER SKORONSKI: Yeah.  

Q. How big were you then?  

PETER SKORONSKI: I was pretty big. I was a sixth grader playing -- that was my first year, sixth grade, 
playing on a seventh and eighth grade league. So I was pretty large. Immediately I had like the stripe on the 
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helmet saying I couldn't carry the ball, I had to play O-line. So there wasn't really much of a question about it. I 
was an O-lineman right off the bat.  

Q. What do you think your size was?  

PETER SKORONSKI: Oh, I don't know. Looking at my dad right now. I can't remember.  

Q. Talking to Pat Fitzgerald, he told me that you, on the biggest day of your life so far, you went to 
Northwestern and worked out. What does that say -- is that just who you are?  

PETER SKORONSKI: I think it's just a routine thing, personally. Just it's really another day and obviously if 
it's a normal Thursday morning, I'm probably going in and working out. Definitely getting some nervous energy 
out too. So just wanted to do that. Keep up with my workout routine.  

I think in the afternoon, actually, I was like super anxious and stuff just laying around the house, so I like started 
doing planks randomly. Just like to get the energy out. So, yeah, just part of my routine and get the energy out, 
for sure.  

Q. That physicality, the violence that you're known to play with, everybody has their own reason for it. 
What's your why? Why do you play with that physicality?  

PETER SKORONSKI: I just kind of love the aspect of the game of being able to dominate someone for 60 
minutes. I think that so much of that relies on physicality and violence and just sort of like moving a guy against 
his will, sort of getting him to fold. So I think that's really cool to think about.  

I think some of the best moments offensive linemen will talk about is like a series where you only run the ball 
and just kind of beat the piss out of the defensive line and just run it up their throats and move down the field. 
Just because there's such a physicality, physical aspect to that and just like mano-a-mano, kick their ass.  

Q. And that vibes right with Derrick Henry, right?  

PETER SKORONSKI: Yeah, yeah, for sure. That's kind of why I was definitely really excited to come here 
because I know this team has that mentality. Especially with Derrick and the offensive line. So really excited for 
that.  

Q. When you were being recruited who all was offering you and what made you decide to go to 
Northwestern?  

PETER SKORONSKI: It kind of game came down to Stanford, Northwestern, Notre Dame. So I wanted to go 
to a good academic school, for sure. I think just Northwestern kind of had everything I was looking for in terms 
of culture, coaching staff, academics, like I said. It was relatively close, it's close to home. That's not what I set 
out to do, but it was convenient for sure, kind of checked all the boxes. So it worked out great.  
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RAN CARTHON: Exciting end to the day, getting the players that we got. I'm excited about adding some more players to 
our organization that can help us compete and win some football games. That's really all I have to say. Coach?  

MIKE VRABEL: Cool day, fun day. Again, continue to enjoy the process. Everybody just working together to try to 
figure out where we are in this particular point of player acquisition.  

I think at every level, there was input from different people, scouting department, coaches, and then ultimately Ran and I 
making decisions that we felt like helped the football team.  

Q. Were either of you, Ran or Mike -- the decision to trade up spots and go after Will Levis and make him your 
pick in the last year of Ryan's deal, why move up, and is Levis going to be backing up Ryan, or how are you going 
to play this?  

RAN CARTHON: So to explain the move-up, again, is what we talked about Monday, what we talked about yesterday is 
trusting our board, and he was a player that was highly ranked on our board.  

We had the opportunity to do so, so why not do it. It was a chance to improve our football team, and [Will] will start off 
as our third quarterback, and from there, it's on him.  

Q. Mike, can you talk about the efficiency of the passing game in his career. He's not always been the most 
accurate guy and doesn't always seem to have made the best decisions. How does that translate into the coaching 
that you need to do and into the efficient play that you're looking for?  

MIKE VRABEL: Well, when you look at completion percentage, 65 percent, two years in the SEC, what we felt like was 
over 30 drops, that probably would have led to closer to 70 percent completion. Every player that we bring in here is 
going to have a chance to improve and will have to improve.  

Again, the decision making, toughness, accuracy are obviously things that we feel are critical with quarterbacks, and we 
think that the three that we have here are going to be able to do that.  

Q. He was made available at 11 and you guys didn't take him or trade up to get him. Was that just a value 
perspective, or was that someone that you earmarked as your quarterback?  

RAN CARTHON: It's a value thing. Again, he's a player that had we wanted to choose him at 11, we most certainly could 
have. Like we talked about last night, didn't expect for Peter to be there, and he was a guy that we highly coveted, so we 
were able to make that move. Happy that we were able to move up to get a player like Will.  

Again, just playing the board. We were just talking on the way here, playing the board game. We're rolling the dice and 
playing the board. That's pretty much --  
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Q. How high was Will at that point on the board?  

RAN CARTHON: I mean, had Peter not been there, Will was amongst the conversation. That's really all I can give on that 
right now.  

Q. I think Ran may have misspoke when you said that Ryan would start off as a 3 --  

RAN CARTHON: I meant to say Will.  

MIKE VRABEL: Ryan will be the starting quarterback on Monday, Malik will be the backup, Will will be the third 
quarterback, and what I've told them is whatever happens after that will be up to the players. That's what it's always been 
here. That's what we always want it to be.  

RAN CARTHON: Good catch.  

Q. Will you keep three quarterbacks through the season?  

MIKE VRABEL: Of course. There's a million scenarios that we'll have to work through between me, Ran and the staff 
and myself and everybody. We just are starting the off-season. We're two weeks into the off-season program. Looking 
forward to Phase II with the players that come on Monday, and then when we're able to get the rookies in here with rookie 
mini camp.  

Q. You've talked a lot about player development. How much for Tim and Charles now is Will kind of the project 
and something for them to have a big role in?  

MIKE VRABEL: That would never -- whether it's Will or Tyjae or Peter, our coaches, again, it's ad nauseam. We've been 
here going on six years. They have to be great teachers. They have to be able to develop the players at their position, and 
then they have to be able to make a connection with them and hopefully inspire them to do their job better. That's what 
their job is, and they're going to put into each player as much as that player will allow us, and we'll coach them as hard as 
they'll allow us. We're excited about the three players that we've added as well as the new players that we added in free 
agency, to be able to get to work with them on Monday.  

Q. When you look at this wide receiver group and some of the options available, what's behind not picking a 
receiver to this point?  

MIKE VRABEL: What's behind it? The same thing Ran discussed, it's taking a look at our board and seeing where things 
are. We know we have needs. We come into each phase of player acquisition with needs. It's certainly something we're 
going to continue to target.  

Again, what the roster looks like today and what it's going to look like at the first part of September is probably a little 
different.  

Q. What can you reasonably expect from a fifth-round receiver given the state of your receiving corps?  

MIKE VRABEL: I think there's been players throughout the history of the NFL Draft that have contributed somewhat 
large success at every round. Whatever you say reasonable, I don't know what the number is. That's not how we want to 
approach this. We want to take a look at the board, see where things are, try to improve our football team, and I am going 
to speak for myself, I'm confident that we did that tonight.  

Q. This franchise seems to have diminishing feelings about receivers. You traded A.J. Brown, you drafted Dez 
Fitzpatrick, you played somebody like Cody Hollister last year. Are you dedicated to the passing game with 
productive players like you've talked about?  
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MIKE VRABEL: Yeah, of course. We want to be able to throw the ball efficiently, be able to throw the ball down the 
field, be able to create X plays, and I'm confident that we'll continue to try to work on that, and we'll do it.  

Q. Ran, you talked about bringing these QBs in for top-30 visits, getting them in front of you and diving into the 
person that the quarterback is. What did you see in Will when he came into this building that gives you guys 
confidence in moving up to grab him?  

RAN CARTHON: Will is a diligent worker, extremely smart, extremely bright, puts a lot of time in to be a good 
quarterback, so you appreciate his ability to pick up concepts and things quickly, and just who he is, he's hard-wired. He's 
tough. His most recent offensive coordinator, Rich Scangarello, I had experience with in San Francisco so kind of knew 
how he operated within that system.  

Then when we brought him here, our coaches and our scouting staff, we had good interactions with him, so just made it 
easy for us.  

Q. (Inaudible)  

RAN CARTHON: It's like Mike said. It's a myriad of things that you can contribute to whatever you feel was a lack of. 
There were the drops and things like that, so we talked about it, about other players. You don't want to just put it all on 
one person. You have to understand the full concept of everything that was going on.  

Again, Will is here. Our coaches are going to work their asses off to help him improve, and we think that he will improve.  

MIKE VRABEL: I think we can obviously be transparent. Kentucky was a much different football team in 2021 than 
what they were in 2022. If we protect him when he's out there at whatever point, if we don't protect him better than what it 
was, it's probably going to look the same, just like it is for every quarterback.  

We try to look at the really good exposures, the great performances. We try to look at them what they look like at their 
worst, and then just try to pull the curtain and see what it looks like. But there was some really impressive performances 
against some big-time defenses in the SEC.  

Now, there's some decisions that have to be better. Can't put the ball in harm's way no matter who our quarterback is.  

Q. How much of this offseason was making sure you got a healthier football team? Spears has had some knee 
problems in the past. Are you convinced that his issues are past him and that he'll be fine?  

MIKE VRABEL: Played a lot of really productive snaps. Didn't miss much time at all. Was a full participant throughout 
the week at the Senior Bowl.  

I think both of us are comfortable with where we're at with Tyjae and what his availability will be going forward. Now, 
that may change, but feel good about where it is right now.  

Q. Ran, with you on Tyjae, what stands out about his skill set when you watch him play and how you feel like he's 
a complement to Derrick?  

RAN CARTHON: Oh, he's a three-down runner, he can run between the tackles. He's elusive; he can make guys miss, as 
well as contribute in the passing game. He catches the ball well out of the backfield, is a good route runner. Just another 
guy that can do it all for us, and you can put him in the game in any situation and there will be some production there.  

I just want to say something real quick. Today, as yesterday, these kids are living their dreams, having their name called, 
realizing a dream and being drafted, and I don't want these interactions between us to always feel like we've got to take a 
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negative turn. This should be a joyous moment for us to praise these kids. This is a moment, these kids are going to see 
this, and this is a moment for them and their families to rejoice because it's only going to happen once.  

We joked earlier about – Jim and I joked earlier about me not being drafted, and that's a moment in my career I can never 
get back. Coach was drafted in the third round. It's a moment he'll always remember, so let's keep that in mind when we're 
talking about these kids and where they've come from because a lot of these kids have overcome a lot to get to this point, 
so let's keep that in mind in moments like this.  

There will be other times to critique what they've done. These kids haven't seen stepped on an NFL field yet, so let's keep 
that in mind. This is a moment for them and their families to have something to be proud of and enjoy this moment.  

Q. Could you circle to the wide receiver topic; is the fifth-round miracle-pick plan the best way to get explosive at 
wide receiver and to give your quarterbacks dynamic receivers to go with Treylon?  

RAN CARTHON: Rolling the dice, playing the board. That's what we're doing. We're going to take the best available 
player in the fifth round. We hope that it's a receiver because we're going to continue to address our needs. If we take a 
receiver in the fifth round, it's a player that we feel can contribute to our team. Like Coach said, it's players that have come 
into this league that have performed at high levels in all rounds of the draft. We don't look at it as a fifth-round guy that's 
not going to be able to come in here and contribute. Everybody that we bring here will have the opportunity to earn it on 
the grass.  

Q. Did you have some receivers that you maybe had eyes on that went about five or six picks before you made that 
pick at 81?  

RAN CARTHON: Is there a specific one?  

Q. Well, the two from Tennessee.  

RAN CARTHON: I knew we were going there. Again, it's playing the board. Like we talked about yesterday, we're 
always fielding calls, we're always making calls to try to move around and do things to improve our football team, and 
we've got to take it as it comes.  

But we're always looking to improve our football team at every stance we get.  

Q. Do you ever let need overtake the board at all?  

RAN CARTHON: We play our board. Like go back to yesterday; just so happened at a position of need, a best player was 
there, so we were able to do that. We're going to continue to do that.  

Again, if there was a camera full-time in there, you would see the constant communication that we have going on between 
picks and understanding value and where different people fall on our board within picks, so this isn't -- we don't go in 
locked in in one spot, and that's how we're going to be.  

Q. One of the advantages of bringing Levis in here, you get to sit down and work through the interceptions and 
everything. How did that process go for you guys as far as him being able to explain what happened and what he 
could have done differently?  

MIKE VRABEL: Great. Had a lot of great exposure with Will at the combine, the pro day, here. I think that with any 
player, when there's a mistake, it's how you allow them to make mistakes. Can they explain it? Hey, here's what I was 
trying to do, it was fourth down, I'm trying to feel like I've got to force the ball in there, and if they can't explain it, then 
that's what you have to come in as a coach and figure out why those things happen.  
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We did that with a lot of different situations with every quarterback, whether it was situationally, third down, red zone, 
interceptions, times where we felt like that was a bad decision. We did that with all the quarterbacks that we met with.  

Q. Obviously Ryan has been through this a lot in his career, knows the lay of the land. What kind of message and 
what kind of -- how do you want the league to approach the fact that another quarterback has been brought in?  

MIKE VRABEL: That's our job is to bring in competition at every position. That's not a secret. I hope that by now that 
everybody understands that we have to prove our value to this football team each and every day, and I've said that to every 
player on our football team, to every coach, and that's what our goal is. They're going to come in and compete, and the 
players ultimately will determine their role.  

Q. Ran, probably tonight still some work to do, look at the board and in the morning, but how do you think it 
stacks up as far as needs that you have and what's left?  

RAN CARTHON: I think Coach said it as we were leaving the draft room talking to the staff, tomorrow is where the fun 
begins. Tomorrow -- and it's still what Coach said -- our scouts in the room tomorrow, it's their day, and our coaching 
staff and our scouts have put in a ton of work. I feel really confident in the work that they've done and the players that 
they've identified for us as future picks or future signed free agents, so I feel really good about where we are in the process 
and have the utmost confidence in our coaches and scouts.  

Q. You kind of touched on both you guys followed your own path to the league. What advice do you give some of 
these guys that are in the league for the first time, everything is new, probably overwhelming at first? How do you 
try to get them to settle in and get comfortable?  

RAN CARTHON: For me, it's fairly simple. Put your head down and work and just eliminate the distractions. It's really 
that simple in my mind, when you come in and you're young. It's all about putting in the work and learning as much as 
possible and taking advantage of the resources.  

Prior to me coming here, Coach has brought in a lot of resources for these guys, both on and off the field, that are going to 
make them better people, better players, players not only here but just around the league. You have to just take advantage 
of those resources and apply your work ethic to it.  

MIKE VRABEL: If the NFL Draft is the best night of their NFL career, they're not going to have a very good career.  

Q. (Inaudible)  

RAN CARTHON: I'll say him developing into -- that's all on him. I can have all the predictions, all the comparisons, but 
if he doesn't come in and put in the work, which I believe he will, then all my predictions will be for naught. It's just like I 
said, just come in, put your head down and work, I believe he'll do that, so what he becomes in his career is totally up to 
him.  

Q. You talked at the combine about how important those comps were in painting that picture. Who's the picture?  

RAN CARTHON: You tell me. I'm just saying from a standpoint -- I'll say it this way: Our comps that we give are usually 
within our draft room to kind of paint the picture for us. I think Will Levis is Will Levis, and I think that's the best he's 
going to be. It's the best Will Levis.  

Extremely happy for him. Had a really cool conversations with him. As soon as we called, you could hear it, it was really 
a cool story. He literally had just walked in his home from traveling back from Kansas City, and --  

MIKE VRABEL: Bags in the foyer.  
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RAN CARTHON: Bags in the foyer still, and I just kind of told him, he was telling me about his travels, I was like, hey, 
none of that means anything because we're bringing you to Nashville. But to answer your question, we can say and call 
him everybody you want to, but I think in the grand scheme of things, he's going to be a best Will Levis.  

Q. You talked about staying in contact with Ryan (Tannehill) and communicating with him all the way through. 
Do you have to even let him know you're going there or do you communicate with him that pick and how do you 
want him to approach his job moving forward?  

MIKE VRABEL: Reached out to Ryan. Those things happen pretty fast. Would say that was able to reach out to him and 
then ultimately have a conversation with him and explain to him what I told you and some other things that obviously will 
remain between Ran and myself and Ryan, and expect him to compete, just like Ryan has done every day since he's been 
here, and what Ryan did was come in from another situation, put his head down, learn our playbook in probably a week, 
push the starting quarterback in his own way, prove to the football team that he was ready, and then when given the 
opportunity, took advantage of it.  

I would expect him to continue to do that and be the consummate pro, compete for his job, and I would expect Malik and 
Will to do the same thing.  
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RAN CARTHON: Good evening, everybody. Wrapped up today. Feel really good about the guys that we brought in. We 
took Josh Whyle in the fifth round. Josh is a guy we think can come in and compete for a spot. He's a versatile guy. 
You've heard us talk about that a lot lately. In terms of guys with versatility, we think he can play Y, we think he can play 
F. So got him as a contributor.  

Then Jaelyn Duncan, tackle, has played some left tackle, played a little bit of right tackle this year. He's a guy that we 
envision having a ton of upside. Really, really athletic, has some high-end traits that we'd love to work with and develop 
and look forward to working with him.  

And then to close things out, our man CD (Colton Dowell), UT-Martin, a kid that's put it all on tape. We had a chance to 
visit with him here during local day and he was really impressive. So I was really glad to get him. I think he has a ton of 
upside as well. You guys have met with me and Vrabes these last couple nights, you guys obviously know Vrabes very 
well. This time we have our assistant GM Chad Brinker here who will be in front of you guys for the first time. So I want 
to welcome Chad. And also just want to say thank you again to our staff downstairs, Ryan (Cowden), Jon Salge, our 
coaches. We talked about it this morning, the way our coaches and our scouts have worked together these last couple 
weeks is amazing. I've been a part of some really good processes and this was a really good process and one of the best 
I've been around in terms of those guys working together, creating the list and the way we had it tiered and then their 
ability to actually go out and execute and get some of these kids. And then the guy to my right I was just telling him when 
I came up here, had he recruited me coming out he might not have wanted to come down to Key West to come get me 
(laughing.) But I definitely would have came and played for him. I've never been around a guy that takes so much passion 
in talking to these kids and getting to know these kids and recruiting these kids in college free agency so thanks to you 
too, coach. Guys?  

Q. Ran, all six on the offensive side of the ball, with as that the plan trying to focus on offense or did it just play out 
that way?  

RAN CARTHON: It honestly just dawned on me about 30 minutes ago that it was all offense. We were just playing the 
board and every time you came up at a pick I guess the way it was stacked and it was ranked your eyes went to the left 
and the way our board is constructed and healthy conversation on every pick. Everyone that we took off the board at 
wherever we took them we felt convicted. It just so happened to be all offense but it wasn't a designed plan or anything.  

Q. Seemed like everything every pick you made were highly athletic guys. How much did that athleticism play into 
your evaluation process?  

RAN CARTHON: I think you're always looking for guys that are athletic and have athletic skills and traits to develop. 
That gives you guys that still have growth in their bodies. And as you guys know with this league, I mean it's growing 
rapidly, these positions are getting more and more athletic, bigger, stronger, faster, longer. So we wanted to be able to 
bring those players in here to compete.  
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Q. When you look at skill position players from below the Division I level, how much does productivity play into it 
because Dowell certainly seems to have a lot of good numbers that's put up?  

RAN CARTHON: Well I mean when he had to play Power Five competition he played well and proved well. Then when 
we brought him in for local day and he was amongst the other Power Five guys that we brought in here locally he stood 
out and looked like a Power Five to us. It just so happened that he was at UT Martin.  

Q. Your relationship with Luke (Fickell), how much did that help you with familiarity when it came to Josh, who 
said he met with you a couple of times over the past year.  

MIKE VRABEL: We've been to Cincinnati. We've been there for pro days in the past. And he's a local kid and somebody 
you get to know having been there, kind of followed his career I think just the last couple years, being a local kid growing 
up in Cincinnati and deciding to stay there. So he's been consistent and the versatility as Ran mentioned is something that 
I think we're excited to work with.  

Q. Ran you said when we talked to Colton Dowell you said you thought he had run a 4.40 and 4.41, 40. Are those 
times you had him at?  

RAN CARTHON: I don't know off the top of my head. I know he did run well and we felt and saw his speed when we 
saw him live and that speed showed up on tape. I don't know off the top for my head what it was.  

Q. I know Jaelyn came in on a 30 visit. How much did that help kind of getting to know him through the process 
and how you feel like you have added to the competition --  

RAN CARTHON: You said Jaelyn?  

Q. Yeah. And him pairing him with Skoronski coming in, how do you think that helps the competition up front?  

RAN CARTHON: Jaelyn was a guy that we brought in on a visit. We've had some productive visits with him throughout 
the process. I met with him at the Senior Bowl originally and this was our first exposure to him in person. Then we 
brought him in here on a top 30, it was just a truly awesome visit. Really, really got to know him. It was a great day. We 
had great day with him. And then Coach Vrabes and I both having a relationship with Coach Locksley down at the 
University of Maryland, we were able to get on the phone with him and ask any other further questions that we may have 
had. So it was good getting to know Jaelyn throughout the process.  

Q. Chad, part of what you brought here is analytical eye. Can you talk maybe to the role analytics played in 
sorting through the board as you said it and maybe narrowing the focus on some of these guys?  

CHAD BRINKER: Analytics is part of the process. It doesn't drive the decision making, it augments the decision making. 
So it just helps us make better decisions. We're still building a lot of this stuff out here. There's a whole thing from data 
management to predictive analytics to the information system and how that gets translated to the staff and to us and 
helping us in our decision-making process. So we use it, it's part of the process.  

Q. Is there maybe an example of an analytics element that pulled you towards any of these guys?  

RAN CARTHON: Not an exact example. Like Chad said, it's a part of it, right. So we trust our scouts and our coaches' 
evaluations and then we use the different cognitive testing that we talked about. And like Chad said, some of this stuff 
we're still building out and we have things to still work through. But again, any analytical component that we have that 
comes from Adam (Bondi) or Matt (Iammarino) we consider those things in terms of researching guys' backgrounds in 
terms of injury history and how those predictors set up. As well as how their numbers may stack at positions at certain 
times. Just different ways to run the data. So we take all that into consideration when we're using these guys.  
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Q. To follow-up on that Chad so your model of injuries is also a part of that is that correct and can you explain 
how that works?  

CHAD BRINKER: Yeah, that's correct. There's a couple things we're going to use it for and we have been and it has to do 
with the salary cap as well as the injury model that we built. And those things are in process. So we're a little bit head on 
the salary cap side we're going to continue to build out the injury prediction model. So we're in the middle of doing that 
now.  

Q. Mike, how much does this class help towards your goal of getting faster as an offense?  

MIKE VRABEL: Well I think there are some guys that really, that do that and again there's some, these were really easy 
choices as we looked at it and looked at the board. Excited to work with this group. I think they all bring a little bit 
something different whether it's some versatility or just looking at Colton at the end as big, fast, for you Volunteer fans 
played pretty well against them. And Jaelyn, just extremely athletic as Turron put it. And then we talked about some of 
the players that we drafted last night and then even in this post-draft process. I think there's a large group of players we're 
excited to work with, whether that's skill players or defensive linemen and we do think that there are some players that can 
run and ultimately the play speed is what's critical. But it was a great process.  

Q. How heavily do you feel like you guys will have to be in the undrafted market, especially on the defensive side of 
the ball and maybe at receiver where you only drafted one guy with only six picks?  

MIKE VRABEL: Yup, that's all happening. It's finishing up right now. I think we're pretty close. But we won't probably 
be at 90 or 91 tomorrow. You don't have to be. I don't think there's any reason to just, we all agree, sign just to sign. But a 
lot of these guys were targeted and really feel good about that post-draft process that we've done well at. The coaches, the 
scouts, working together, communicating with players, communicating with us and communicating with the agent.  

Q. What is first for these guys as far as scheduling goes? When is the rookie camp?  

MIKE VRABEL: I think the first time they can be in here is next Thursday into our building. I know the players will 
communicate with them and get them in here and have some of the post-draft guys go through a physical at much greater 
length than what we've done. But we've had the ones at a combine and had the ones on local day. But they will go through 
a physical, they will meet and then we'll practice here for a couple days and then they will start to incorporate themselves 
into what the veterans are doing for that last week of phase two.  

Q. You said the fun started today in terms of the scouts having maybe more say or flexing their muscle if you will. 
Can you tell us a little bit about the role they played in these picks?  

RAN CARTHON: Yeah, so each one of these guys and it's really been like this throughout the whole entire process is 
when we're sitting there and we're looking at the board and as the board starts to take shape you tend to look at your scouts 
and, ‘Hey, man, talk to me about this guy. Give me…’ you know, and you listen to what they say, right. The report is 
there, you can read the report, but you listen for them to see if they have conviction on these guys. We do the same thing 
with the coaches. Spent time with the coaches this morning going through some guys that were sitting there in different 
clumps and we watched a couple guys together just to see how the coaches felt about bringing guys along. Then, like I 
say, you really get to this undrafted process and that's when it gets really fun. You know sometimes you walk out of that 
undrafted process, you lose a guy late or you don't get a guy that you're targeting and it almost feels like the whole day is 
blown, you know, no matter who you drafted, because it's so much passion and you feel the urgency of guys and the 
collaboration, you want to bring it home and if a guy slips through it almost feels you feel defeated sometimes.  

But like Mike said, all in all it was a great process, we feel really good about some of the guys we got. Some of the guys 
we targeted, but it's, you know, a huge shout out to our coaches and our scouts for that.  
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Q. In regards to the receiver position I assume that you guys were really patient and able to come away with 
someone that you were really happy with. What was had to do with that, like was it the depth of the class or what 
allowed you to be so patient at that position?  

RAN CARTHON: I think always you have to be patient. We talked about it not just taking a guy to fill a need. We want 
to get the right people and the right players in here that will help this program. But also understanding the board and value 
and if there's a valuable player that can help us and contribute and we have a clear vision for it, and it's standing out then 
we're going to take that guy as well. And again, like coach said, we don't have to be at 90 tomorrow. There's still a million 
more ways we can go about acquiring guys to help us. So we just got to let this full process take shape. We don't have to 
have the roster at 53 until September. So we’ve got to continue to let this process go. We have free agency first, we started 
there, now it's draft season and still there's still players that are going to come available to us and it's just all a part of the 
process.  

Q. You guys have been acquiring a skill set a little bit and maybe how it differs from Chig (Okonkwo), (inaudible) 
are they different enough that they can both be used together?  

MIKE VRABEL: Yeah, we think that Josh has the ability to maybe put on some weight, he's done that, played at the line 
of scrimmage. I think going through some of the training he's probably gone down a little bit but I know that he feels 
comfortable in his frame to add and to lose, to figure out what the best playing weight is for him. And I think he has 
shown to be physical, I think he's shown to be able to make plays in the intermediate part of the field. So I think that there 
is a level of versatility and we talked about that. So we'll kind of see where he best fits, but absolutely him and Chig could 
play on the field at the same time together.  

Q. Not rushing to get the very last player on the 91, but the last couple years that you guys have been filling out the 
roster you all the way through September and into the season?  

MIKE VRABEL: Well yeah, we'll do that.  

Q. With injuries and stuff?  

MIKE VRABEL: And we'll do that. We're going to get to 91. I mean it's just, we're talking about a couple spots here and 
there instead of just grabbing -- you get to a point down there it's like the wild west down there after the draft ends. So 
when you have, when you look up and you're like, okay, we need 20 spots, you know, you're not going to take the 97th 
corner just to get the 91 or whatever it may be. We've targeted guys, our coaches and scouts have watched a lot of film 
we've had communications and so you miss out on some of those. You think you're going to get some of the players and 
you don't. And it's competitive and it's unfortunate, but you can't just go down to the bottom of the list and take somebody 
that you've never heard of and bring in here. But we've, you know, we've got extensive lists and so maybe we're going to 
be a few short of 91, it was just saying that you don't have to fill up every spot. We feel good about these players that we 
were able to sign in the post-draft process, same way as we felt good about the ones that we drafted.  

Q. You and Ran both referred to the picks in the moment as easy choices for you guys. Is that typical of drafts 
you've been a part of in the past and what made it that way for you?  

MIKE VRABEL: There were some players that kind of stood out on lines that separated themselves. Could have come off 
that and probably dropped down a rung and got into that other pond. But the players that we've took at certain levels were 
kind of sticking out by themselves. And Ran mentioned you kind of looked to the left and there was a player that was still 
there, felt really good about them and spent time with them and were able to make the pick.  

Q. Chad, in terms of analytics again, how has analytics changed the way you evaluate a quarterback and what part 
of analytics stood out with the pick of Will?  

CHAD BRINKER: I'll guess I'll say this. Ran brought me in here because of my background of having the college 
experience, the pro experience, and salary cap experience and analytic experience, and also playing the game.  



  Titans 2023 Draft Transcript 

Now, I think that there's -- when you look at this decision-making tree, like I think of the experiential intuition. That's 
traditional scouting. You can't take the collective wisdom of the scouts and the coaches in the room and just throw it out. 
That's a major, major part of the decision-making and the process.  

But I do think you look at the exploratory analytics or descriptive analytics and then there's a predictive component of it as 
well. So I mean, all those things -- if that's getting to the question you're asking, yeah, all that's being brought into the 
decision-making as we look at these players. We have this communication and we talk about it, but at the end of the day, 
it's about that tape, you know, can the guy play.  

Q. I understand why you like Colton and know you brought in one free agent, but for the things you've talked 
about the wide receiving corps, is that enough turnover to get out of that group what you've talked about?  

MIKE VRABEL: Going into Monday, it will be, yeah. We're going to continue to explore and find ways to improve our 
roster and make it as competitive as possible. So on Monday, it will be. We felt good if -- for us to add a receiver we 
would have come far off our board at those certain levels. That's what I'm happy about. You guys are going to trust us. 
We're going to put players in here that are going to help us win.  

Q. That last part kind of goes back to the previous question. You're going to find ways to improve your roster. 
Free agency is over and the draft's over. Aren't those the places --  

MIKE VRABEL: No, free agency is not. They're going to let us sign free agents Monday. They will. Chad will. Ran will. 
They will let us sign free agents on Monday.  

Free agency is going to go all the way up until the season starts. There will be players that are on other teams that will 
become available Monday. Take a look. It will be a real large waiver wire. We'll scour that. We'll continue to look for 
trade possibilities and opportunities. Chad and Vin (Marino) will help us with the salary cap, find ways to open up salaries 
so that we can potentially sign other players. There's been a pretty good process here and I'm excited about it.  

Q. In the current receiver room, Mike, a couple guys coming back, Kyle Phillips, Racey McMath. What do you 
think you can get from them this coming season?  

MIKE VRABEL: I think that will be determined by the efforts they put in and Kyle's ability to come back and maintain 
some consistency that he had early on and through training camp.  

Racey knows that this is a critical point in his career and he's got to continue to play and improve and be big and fast and 
help us and adjust to the football down the field and do some of the things that he did in training camp last year before 
unfortunately he got hurt.  

So those are two guys that we're excited to work with. One is really quick in the slot and the other one is a big outside 
receiver that is starting to improve and knows that he needs to continue to take steps.  

Q. You mentioned the analytical model and how that -- regarding injuries. How does that impact like the way you 
look at a guy like Spears, with the history of injuries, how does that impact you guys all being comfortable making 
a selection like that?  

CHAD BRINKER: Well, I think, first and foremost, you go to your medical team. That's where it starts. You’ve got to 
trust your medical team and their evaluation. Obviously we selected that guy because he's a great player and we felt really 
comfortable about where he was medically.  

And then of course, yeah, you look at all the other factors, how many games did they miss, how often were they injured. 
Just there's a variance of things that we look at throughout the process. We felt really good about that running back.  
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Q. When you first got here, you told us about the Eureka moment with Mitchell and his tape. Did you have 
anything similar in this pre-draft process with any of the guys you guys picked just kind of falling in love with 
them?  

RAN CARTHON: Yeah, I don't know if it was -- again, for me, I can't take credit for the Elijah Mitchell thing. Again, it 
was the work of our coach, our coach on the defensive side, and our analytics guy.  

But coming in and looking at all these guys, there's something to love about each and every one of them. Again, we talked 
about getting the right people in here, but I think if you go through this list, all six guys, like there are traits in each one of 
these guys that they can contribute to our team. Like Mike tells everybody, it doesn't matter how you got here, it's what 
you do out here on the grass.  

So we see these traits and hopefully these guys continue to grow and develop out here on the grass when they get here and 
they will create their own way.  

Q. Mike, you talked about Duncan, but I'm getting the sense there's a lot of upside there. What's he got to do to 
reach that level? What's he got to refine?  

MIKE VRABEL: He has to show up and be the person that we saw and everybody in this building saw on that 30 visit. It 
was a special player that showed up there that day. That was one that was engaged, that had gained significant weight and 
looked really good, had put weight on and put strength on. That's what he has to do.  

And everything else, we'll take care of everything else. We'll push him, we'll teach him, we'll coach him. But if he shows 
you up -- if that person shows up every day, we'll be excited to work with him.  

Q. Ran, obviously this year wasn't the way it will be in future years for you, given that you came in kind of late, I 
guess, in the process. How much different do you think it's going to be for you moving forward having gone 
through this now, and now you'll have a full year before the next one of these?  

RAN CARTHON: J-Rob and I, our backgrounds are similar in terms of the systems that we were taught under. So some 
of the things conceptually are kind of similar.  

But more than anything the process here is really good. It's not about me. The process is systems that I think work, 
because it's our scouts that do a lot of the work and a lot of the core things that we want to do. So it's about Chad and I 
collaborating with our current scouts about what works for them, what makes for the best and most efficient process for 
them to continue to getting us the best information to help us make the most informed decisions.  

So once we get through this next week or so, we'll sit down as a group and we'll kind of start ironing out how we're going 
to do things moving forward. But, again, it's about creating the best environment for those guys downstairs right now to 
make us better.  

Q. Ran, how would you describe what the activity is like as far as trades, teams trying to engage with you, you 
trying to make moves, and how you think all that -- you handled all that as a first-time GM?  

RAN CARTHON: I told you guys last night, I'm lucky to have an experienced guy like Mike. There were several 
moments where I'm thinking something, I look at Mike, I look at Chad, and we're like, hey, what do you think? Asking 
them for their genuine advice and their thoughts. And both guys were very, very helpful. There was no decision that was 
made throughout this whole weekend that was singular. It was just us working together.  

Some of these picks we had people on the phone wanting to come to our spot. There were thoughts of maybe us going 
back, trying to play the board and see if guys would be there. But at each turn that we had to pick, we were convicted 
about someone. It was -- I won't get too particular or specific, but there were at least two picks that we made this weekend 
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where we had a team on the phone waiting on us to say yeah or nay, but we look up there on the board and we felt 
convicted about a guy. So it was one guy telling said team no while the other guy was calling the player.  

Q. Going back to when you were younger, the TV on the dresser, you always wanted to do something like this. 
Having gone through it, is there anything that kind of surprised you or what do you think of the overall 
experience?  

RAN CARTHON: Definitely a cool experience. I won't say anything surprised me. I've been fortunate to be under some 
really good GMs that all did it different ways, and I always watched and paid attention in those moments. I said it last 
night, I just wanted to act like I've been here before, you know, and not try to get too high, not try to get too low, but just 
stay in the middle and try to be consistent throughout it all.  

There were a couple spots where, in my mind, there was a player there that you would love to get and that player comes 
off the board and it's -- you hit that damn and it hits you in your chest a little bit, but you got to keep rocking, got to keep 
pushing forward, and we did that. And at each turn, there may be a player there that you like or that you were hoping is 
going to be there, but there's also a player there that you're like, hey, I like this guy just as much and it just -- everything 
just fell accordingly. Maybe a one-off this year. Next year, future years, could be crazy. Again, I'm thankful and grateful 
to have the experience in these two guys that are flanking me to lean on.  

Q. You enjoy the kind of story line -- I know you picked him as a football player, but the story line of a guy like 
Dowell, small school, like that, managed to work out, make impression for you guys. Do you like seeing that kind of 
thing happen for guys from smaller schools?  

RAN CARTHON: Yeah, I mean, again, we're in a player acquisition business. You know, however that comes -- you 
know, there was that term back in the day, the diamond in the rough. That doesn't exist anymore. The way these scouts 
work, if there's a good player out there, we're going to find them. And with a guy like him, it was a cool phone call. He's 
right here locally, right down the road. And to hear a player say, This was the phone call I was hoping I was going to get. 
Not just a phone call of being drafted, but wanting to play for your team and feeling good about his one visit here coming 
away from here really wanting to be here, how it says a lot about what coach has built in terms of the culture, and it says a 
lot about the people we have here.  

Q. What would you say to your new fan base about the collective guys that you've got in this class?  

RAN CARTHON: I think we have great people, first and foremost. I think we have really good players that will all work. 
They're all going to put in the work. They're all going to come here and hope to live out their dreams of playing in Nissan 
Stadium on Sundays, and we're excited to have them. 
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TITANS SELECT 
NORTHWESTERN OL PETER 
SKORONSKI IN THE FIRST 
ROUND OF THURSDAY'S NFL 
DRAFT 
 
BY JIM WYATT 
TENNESSEETITANS.COM 
APRIL 28, 2023 
 
KANSAS CITY – Peter Skoronski 
huddled with over 100 family 
members, friends, coaches and 
former teammates at a pizzeria on 
Thursday night, waiting for his 
name to be called in the NFL Draft. 
 
Eleven picks in, the Titans selected 
the big Northwestern offensive 
lineman. 
 
It capped off an emotional night that 
included pizza, hugs, and just one 
beer. 
 
"Everyone is so excited, and 
supportive of me," Skoronski said 
on a Zoom call after being picked. "I 
had to run away into a corner to get 
the phone call (from the Titans). It's 
just awesome to be surrounded by 
so many supportive people. 
 
"I probably only had one beer – I 
had to stay locked in for the night. 
But tons of pizza, though – I've been 
eating." 
 
A first-team Associated Press All-
American in 2022, the 6-foot-4, 
313-pound Skoronski started 12 
games for Northwestern last season, 
and 33 games over the past three 
seasons. 
 
An Outland Trophy finalist in 2022, 
Skoronski was also a first-team All-
American in 2021 as well. He was a 
two-time first-team All-Big Ten 
Conference selection at 
Northwestern. 
 
Titans General Manager Ran 
Carthon said Skoronski is a player 
the Titans targeted all along. 
 
"Peter checks all the boxes for us, 
and what we're looking for in an 
offensive (lineman), and what we're 
looking for in our program," 
Carthon said. "He's a guy that, truth 
be told, we targeted from the 

beginning, but we didn't know if he 
was going to be there or not. So, we 
had other contingency plans in 
place. But we got lucky, and he was 
there, and so it made the pick real 
easy to pull off at 11. 
 
"The player and the person checked 
all the boxes for us. So, we felt like 
who he was and what he brings here 
was easy." 
 
Titans Coach Mike Vrabel said the 
team will ultimately have to make a 
decision whether to start Skoroski 
out at tackle or guard. 
 
Earlier this offseason the team 
signed former Eagles tackle Andre 
Dillard and former 49ers guard 
Daniel Brunskill in free agency. 
 
Vrabel said it was a priority to 
improve the offensive line this 
offseason to get better at the line of 
scrimmage. 
 
"He has great footwork, he plays 
square, and he's strong," Vrabel said 
of Skoronski. "You can watch some 
of these clips and these are 270-
pound guys, 280-pound guys 
rushing on the edge or blocking 
down on a three technique, and he 
gets his hands on you, and for the 
most part they don't go very far. 
 
"I think he uses his mind; he is 
intelligent." 
 
Skoronski thinks the Titans are a 
great fit for his game, no matter 
where he ends up playing. 
 
Others at the pizza party agreed. 
 
"I am decently familiar (with the 
Titans) – obviously I know Derrick 
(Henry) is one of the best to run the 
ball in the league right now, so it's 
going to be an honor to block for 
him," Skoronski said. "I know 
they're just a really physical team, a 
team that's always competitive. I 
know they had a lot of injuries last 
year, and were still a really, really 
competitive team. So, I think that 
kind of mentality as an organization, 
I am really happy to be a part of, 
because the Titans are kind of 
known for that. 
 

"I've already had family members 
come up to me at the party right now 
saying how much they respect the 
Titans, and how much they love the 
way they play. So, I am really happy 
to be a part of that." 
 
Skoronski's grandfather, Bob 
Skoronski, was a team captain and 
won five titles with the Green 
Packers in the 1960s. 
 
Since he was little, Peter Skoronski 
said he wanted to play in the NFL 
himself. 
 
He'll get his chance in Tennessee, 
with the Titans. 
 
"I just wanted to follow in his 
footsteps and play in the NFL 
someday" Skoronski said. "It's been 
a goal of mine since I knew was 
football was, so I'm super happy. I 
am happy to be carrying on his 
legacy." 
 

# # # 



TITANS FIRST-ROUND 
PICK PETER SKORONSKI 
ARRIVES IN NASHVILLE, 
AND IS READY TO GET TO 
WORK 
 
BY JIM WYATT 
TITANS ONLINE 
APRIL 29, 2023 
 
NASHVILLE – Peter Skoronski 
boarded a private jet out of 
Chicago's O'Hare Airport on Friday. 
 
His destination: Nashville, 
Tennessee, his new NFL home. 
 
Less than 24 hours later after being 
selected 11th overall by the Titans in 
the first round of the 2023 NFL 
Draft, the big offensive lineman was 
in Music City driving past Nissan 
Stadium after landing around 1 p.m. 
today. 
 
On his first day as a Titan, 
Skoronski also had lunch with his 
new head coach, Mike Vrabel, after 
shaking hands with controlling 
owner Amy Adams Strunk and 
General Manager Ran Carthon in 
the hallway of the team's Metro 
Center facilty. 
 
"Everybody has been welcoming 
me, and just showing me around a 
little bit, which is cool," Skoronski 
said. "I'm getting a feel for the place, 
and it's been great. This is going to 
be my place of work now, and I'm 
looking forward to it. 
 
"It's been a whirlwind," Skoronski 
continued. "Obviously, 24 hours 
ago I had no idea where I was going. 
Now, here I am, in my new city. It's 
been crazy, but it's so exciting. It 
was an awesome night with friends 
and family (at the draft party back 
home) and then getting that call." 
 
Skoronski's parents, Bob and Anne, 
made the trip. 
 
On Thursday night, over 100 family 
members, friends, former 
teammates and coaches gathered at 
a pizzeria in Chicago, when 
Skoronski got the NFL call. 
 

Skoronski will be officially 
introduced at a press conference at 
Ascension Saint Thomas Sports 
Park at 4:15 p.m. 
 
"We drove by the stadium on the car 
ride here," he said. "I like how it's 
right downtown, and I am excited to 
play there. Nashville is just a great 
place to be." 
 
A first-team Associated Press All-
American in 2022, the 6-foot-4, 
313-pound Skoronski started 12 
games for Northwestern last season, 
and 33 games over the past three 
seasons. Skoronski, a first-team All-
American in 2021 as well, was a 
two-time first-team All-Big Ten 
Conference selection at 
Northwestern. 
 
Per Pro Football Focus, Skoronski 
allowed zero sacks and committed 
one penalty in 480 career snaps vs. 
AP-ranked teams. 
 
Skoronski is now ready to get to 
work. 
 
"It was weird kind of being in no-
man's land, not having a team and 
not knowing where you're going," 
Skoronski said. "So, I'm ready to get 
to work and ready to get started and 
get back to doing football stuff." 
 

# # # 



TITANS MOVE UP, 
SELECT QB WILL LEVIS 
IN SECOND ROUND OF 
FRIDAY'S NFL DRAFT 
 
BY JIM WYATT 
TITANS ONLINE 
APRIL 29, 2023 
 
NASHVILLE – The long wait for 
Kentucky quarterback Will Levis 
finally ended on Friday night. 
 
The Titans made sure of that by 
moving up in the second round of 
the NFL Draft to pick him. 
 
"I stayed positive, and I knew what 
was meant to be, was going to 
happen," Levis said on a Zoom call 
after being picked. "When I saw (the 
Titans) traded up for me, that alone 
was telling me that they wanted me, 
they wanted this to happen. I am 
really, really excited and thankful 
for the opportunity." 
 
Levis, projected as a Top 10 pick by 
many draft analysts heading into the 
draft, sat inside the green room with 
cameras on him and his family all 
night on Thursday night, waiting for 
his name to be called. 
 
It never happened. 
 
So, Levis left Kansas City on Friday 
morning, but his frustration didn't 
end there. After a three-hour flight 
delay out of Kansas City, and a 
nightmarish traffic experience on 
his way home to Connecticut after 
landing in Newark, N.J., Levis 
barely made it home before his 
name was called on the second day 
of the draft. 
 
That's when the Titans traded up to 
get him with the 33rd overall 
selection. The team was initially 
scheduled to pick 41st overall. 
 
"It was so funny. I was starving, I 
got home, put the bags down, went 
to get some food, and as I was 
stuffing my face, I got the call. I was 
ecstatic to get the call," Levis said. 
"It was bang-bang-bang." 
 
The Titans gave the Arizona 
Cardinals the 41st pick of the draft, 

along with the 72nd pick (third 
round). The team also gave up a 
third-round pick in 2024. The Titans 
got the 33rd overall pick, which they 
used to pick Levis, along with the 
81st pick the draft (third round). 
 
Levis said his emotions got the best 
of him when he got on the phone 
with Titans General Manager Ran 
Carthon and Coach Mike Vrabel. 
 
"I knew I was going to cry, and the 
tears came immediately," Levis 
said. "I didn't really know how the 
conversation was going to go – it's 
one of those things where you feel 
like you're going to handle yourself 
and be composed, but the 
waterworks started flowing and the 
emotions overwhelmed me." 
 
Levis (6-4, 229) played in 24 games 
over two seasons at Kentucky, 
starting all 24 games. In 2022, Levis 
threw for 2,406 yards and 19 
touchdowns, with 10 interceptions, 
as the Wildcats finished 7-4. 
 
Levis threw for 2,827 yards and 24 
touchdowns in 2021 for Kentucky, 
with 13 interceptions, as the 
Wildcats finished 10-3. 
 
In four college seasons, Levis threw 
for 5,877 yards and 46 touchdowns, 
with 25 interceptions. Levis began 
his collegiate career at Penn State, 
and he played in 15 games in two 
seasons at the school. 
 
As Levis arrives in Tennessee, 
where Ryan Tannehill and Malik 
Willis are already on the roster, his 
mindset is to come in and compete. 
 
"Regardless of where I got picked, I 
feel like it's not going to change my 
work ethic," Levis said. "You can't 
let the circumstances dictate your 
preparation, and the level of 
intensity you bring to your everyday 
practice. Definitely a little bit of a 
chip … I ended up where I was 
supposed to be, and I am just 
looking forward to competing and 
getting started." 
 

# # # 



TITANS SELECT TULANE 
RB TYJAE SPEARS IN THE 
THIRD ROUND OF 
FRIDAY'S NFL DRAFT 
 
BY JIM WYATT 
TITANS ONLINE 
APRIL 29, 2023 
 
NASHVILLE – The Titans selected 
Tulane running back Tyjae Spears 
in the third round of Friday night's 
NFL Draft. 
 
Spears was taken with the 81st 
overall pick. 
 
"He's a three-down runner," Titans 
General Manager Ran Carthon said 
of Spears. "He can run between the 
tackles. He's elusive, and he can 
make guys miss as well as 
contribute in the passing game. He 
catches the ball well out of the 
backfield, is a good route-runner. 
Just another guy who can do it all for 
us, and you can put him in the game 
in any situation." 
 
Spears ran for 1,581 yards and 19 
touchdowns in 2022 for the Green 
Wave, averaging 6.9 yards per 
carry. He also caught 22 passes for 
256 yards and two touchdowns. 
Spears had a big game in the Cotton 
Bowl against USC, when he ran for 
202 yards and four touchdowns. He 
was named the Cotton Bowl MVP 
after the team's win. 
 
In four college seasons, Spears ran 
for 2,910 yards and 31 touchdowns 
while also catching 48 passes for 
564 yards and three scores. 
 
Spears was the 2022 American 
Athletic Conference Offensive 
Player of the Year, when he tied for 
the FBS lead with 21 scrimmage 
touchdowns. 
 
"He played a lot of really productive 
snaps," Titans coach Mike Vrabel 
said of Spears. "He didn't miss much 
time at all. He was a full participant 
throughout the week at the Senior 
Bowl. I think both of us are 
comfortable with where we're at 
with Tyjae and what his availability 
will be moving forward." 
 

# # # 



TITANS GM RAN 
CARTHON, HC MIKE 
VRABEL DISCUSS DAY 2 
OF THE NFL DRAFT 
 
BY JIM WYATT 
TITANS ONLINE 
APRIL 29, 2023 
 
NASHVILLE – The Titans turned 
some heads on Day 2 of the NFL 
Draft when the team traded up to 
take Kentucky quarterback Will 
Levis in the second round. 
 
Also on Friday, the Titans picked 
Tulane running back Tyjae Spears 
in the third round. 
 
At the end of the day, Titans General 
Manager Ran Carthon and Coach 
Mike Vrabel discussed the moves. 
 
Some of the highlights from Friday's 
presser: 
 
-Vrabel said he talked to Ryan 
Tannehill to let him know the team 
was planning to pick Levis. Vrabel 
said Tannehill will be the starting 
quarterback on Monday, Malik 
Willis will be the back-up and Levis 
will be the third QB. "And what I've 
told them is whatever happens after 
that will be up to the players," 
Vrabel said of the competition. 
"That's what it has always been 
here, and that's what we always 
want it to be." Vrabel said there's a 
scenario the team could keep three 
QBs this season. Vrabel said he 
anticipates Tannehill to compete 
"just like Ryan has done every day 
that he's been here." Vrabel said he 
expects Willis to take a similar 
approach. 
 
-Carthon said the selection of Levis 
was a "value thing" early in the 
second round. "I'm happy we were 
able to move up to get a player like 
Will." Carthon called Levis "a 
diligent worker who is extremely 
smart and extremely bright" along 
with being "hard-wired and tough." 
"Will is here, and our coaches are 
going to work their asses off to help 
him improve," Carthon said, "and 
we think that he will improve." 
 

-The Titans didn't take a receiver on 
Friday, and the team hasn't used a 
pick on a receiver so far in the draft. 
"What's behind it?," Vrabel said. 
"It's taking a look at our board and 
seeing where things are. We know 
we have needs. We come into each 
stage of player acquisition with 
needs. It's certainly something we're 
going to continue to target. What the 
roster looks like today and what it's 
going to look like the first part of 
September is probably a little 
different." Carthon said the team is 
eyeing receivers on the final day of 
the draft. 
 
-Carthon and Vrabel both discussed 
the selection of Spears, who ran for 
1,581 yards and 19 touchdowns in 
2022 for the Green Wave, averaging 
6.9 yards per carry. "He's a three-
down runner," Carthon said. "He 
can run between the tackles. He's 
elusive, and he can make guys miss 
as well as contribute in the passing 
game. He catches the ball well out 
of the backfield, is a good route-
runner. Just another guy who can do 
it all for us, and you can put him in 
the game in any situation." In four 
college seasons, Spears ran for 
2,910 yards and 31 touchdowns 
while also catching 48 passes for 
564 yards and three scores. "He 
played a lot of really productive 
snaps," Vrabel said when asked 
about the running back's health. "He 
didn't miss much time at all. He was 
a full participant throughout the 
week at the Senior Bowl. I think 
both of us are comfortable with 
where we're at with Tyjae and what 
his availability will be moving 
forward." 
 
-The Titans are scheduled to make 
three more picks on Saturday – in 
the fifth round (147th overall), sixth 
round (186th overall) and seventh 
round (228th overall). "Coach said it 
as we were leaving the draft room, 
talking to the staff," Carthon said. 
"Tomorrow is where the fun begins. 
Tomorrow, and to steal what coach 
said, our scouts, tomorrow is their 
day. And our coaching staff and our 
scouts have put in a ton of work. I 
feel really confident in the work that 
they've done, and the players they 
have identified for us as future 
picks, or future (undrafted) free 

agents. I feel really good about 
where we are in the process." 
 

# # # 



TITANS SELECT 
CINCINNATI TE JOSH 
WHYLE IN FIFTH ROUND 
OF SATURDAY'S NFL 
DRAFT 
 
BY JIM WYATT 
TITANS ONLINE 
APRIL 30, 2023 
 
NASHVILLE – The Titans selected 
Cincinnati tight end Josh Whyle in 
the fifth round of Saturday's NFL 
Draft. 
 
Whyle, selected with the 147th 
overall pick, is an athletic big man 
who proved in college he can make 
plays, scoring 15 touchdowns. 
 
Whyle said he met Titans head 
coach Mike Vrabel several times in 
the past year, as Whyle's former 
college coach, Luke Fickell, was 
roommates with Vrabel at Ohio 
State. 
 
"It was a good conversation (with 
Coach Vrabel)," Whyle said of his 
draft day call. "When that call came, 
I don't even know if he could 
understand what I was saying. My 
heart was pounding. It was a pretty 
cool moment. … We're both just 
excited for me to get down there and 
contribute any way I can to the team. 
 
"(The Titans) like the idea that I can 
do a little bit of both – I can be an 
in-line blocker, and they can spread 
me out to be able to catch the ball. 
Not only that, but I think I have 
good special teams value." 
 
Whyle (6-6 ½, 248), a former 
receiver who switched to tight end, 
caught 32 passes for 326 yards and 
three touchdowns last season for the 
Bearcats. He caught 88 passes for 
1,062 yards for 15 touchdowns in 
his college career. He was a first-
team All-American Athletic 
Conference performer in 2022, 
when he played in 12 games, with 
10 starts. 
 
Whyle caught six touchdowns in 
both 2020 and 2021. 
 
Whyle ranked 78th on Bruce 
Feldman's 2022 Freaks List for The 

Athletic (4.65 in the 40, 35.5" 
vertical, 10'3" broad, 20 mph on 
GPS, 16 reps of 225). 
 
"I'm 6-6, 250 and I think I can move 
really well," Whyle said. "Growing 
up I played every sport you can 
imagine. My parents started me out 
in gymnastics when I was young, 
but I played basketball and football 
throughout high school. Football is 
something that I've always been 
good at, and it's something I've 
always found fun, which I think is 
really important. 
 
"If you are going to play this game 
and make a career out of it, you have 
to have fun with it." 
 

# # # 



TITANS SELECT 
MARYLAND OT JAELYN 
DUNCAN IN SIXTH ROUND 
OF SATURDAY'S NFL 
DRAFT 
 
BY JIM WYATT 
TITANS ONLINE 
APRIL 30, 2023 
 
NASHVILLE – The Titans selected 
Maryland tackle Jaelyn Duncan in 
the sixth round of Saturday's NFL 
Draft. 
 
Duncan will join an offensive line 
room that also now includes Peter 
Skoronski, the team's first-round 
pick out of Northwestern. 
 
It turns out the two are actually 
buddies. 
 
"Peter is a cool guy," Duncan said 
on Saturday. "We both played in the 
Big 10, so we played against each 
other. … And we started training 
together. Peter is a great guy. He's a 
great athlete, he is smart, and he 
moves well. I am happy to be with 
Peter. I think he's a great addition to 
the o-line room as well." 
 
The Titans think Duncan, selected 
with the 186th overall pick, is an 
intriguing prospect himself. 
 
Duncan played in 42 games for the 
Terrapins in his college career, with 
39 starts. 
 
The 6-foot-5, 298-pound Duncan 
made an official visit to the Titans 
leading up to the NFL Draft, and he 
also participated in the Senior Bowl 
and attended the NFL Combine. 
 
"I had a great time talking with 
everybody, the whole staff, coaches, 
player personnel people and 
everything," Duncan said of his 
visit. "It was a great visit all-around. 
I enjoyed being in Tennessee. It was 
all great." 
 
Duncan, an Honorable Mention All-
Big Ten Conference selection, 
started all 12 games at left tackle in 
2022. 
 

He was long considered a late 
bloomer, as he didn't start playing 
football until he was 14 years old. 
 
But after playing in high school, and 
getting plenty of experience at 
Maryland, he'll head into the NFL 
looking to sharpen his technique 
even more while competing to make 
the roster, and play on Sundays. 
 
"Just to be able to get in there and 
work, and be a part of that grind," 
Duncan said. "I want to be a great 
addition to the o-line room. I am 
willing to do anything and 
everything." 
 

# # # 



TITANS SELECT UT 
MARTIN WR COLTON 
DOWELL IN THE 
SEVENTH ROUND OF 
SATURDAYS NFL DRAFT 
 
BY JIM WYATT 
TITANS ONLINE 
APRIL 30, 2023 
 
NASHVILLE – Colton Dowell 
grew up just down the road from 
Music City. 
 
As a youngster growing up in 
Lebanon, Tennessee, Dowell built 
forts with his older brother, Coleby, 
and they'd chop down trees in the 
woods with their dad and sell 
firewood. He once worked as an 
usher at a movie theater. 
 
Dowell also played football, 
beginning with Pop Warner, then at 
Wilson Central High and finally at 
Tennessee-Martin. 
 
All the while, through work and 
play, he kept his NFL dream alive. 
 
On Saturday, the Titans selected the 
Tennessee-Martin receiver in the 
seventh round the NFL Draft, 
making his life-long dream come 
true. 
 
"It awesome," Dowell said. "I can't 
explain the feeling, because I've 
never felt this before. But it is 
awesome, it's awesome. My phone 
has been buzzing in my pocket the 
whole time after they announced 
that pick. I have talked to old 
coaches, a couple of old teammates, 
high school teammates, everybody – 
they have all been hitting me up. 
 
"It's a blessing. Being drafted by 
them is a dream come true." 
 
Dowell, selected with the 228th 
overall pick, took part in a local pro 
day at Ascension Saint Thomas 
Sports Park earlier this month. 
 
On that day, he wondered what it 
would be like to be picked by the 
Titans. He'd actually been to the 
facility in the past to watch training 
camp practices. 
 

"It was cool to see the practice 
facility on the inside," Dowell said. 
"Me and my dad, we'd always try 
and get up there on the summer 
when they're going through training 
camp. It was cool to see the inside, 
and while I was there I definitely 
envisioned myself playing there, 
and putting on that two-tone blue. 
 
"I would describe myself as a Titans 
fan, especially seeing what coach 
(Mike) Vrabel has done these past 
years running the team. I definitely 
consider myself a Titans fan, been to 
a couple of games." 
 
In his final season at UT-Martin in 
2022, Dowell caught 67 passes for 
1,036 yards and six touchdowns. 
Dowell had six 100-yard games in 
2022, including a seven-catch, 112-
yard performance against Tennessee 
in October. 
 
Dowell (6-3, 212) was a two-time 
All-OVC first team performer at 
UTM. He holds the school's all-time 
receiving yards mark at the school 
with 2,796 yards and 19 
touchdowns. 
 
Now he hopes to make a mark with 
the Titans. 
 
"(The Titans) told me I could come 
in there and carve my role in their 
offense, and on their team, with hard 
work," Dowell said. "And I bought 
into that – I am a hard-working guy. 
It's up to me how far I go." 
 

# # # 



TITANS GM RAN 
CARTHON, HC MIKE 
VRABEL DISCUSS DAY 3 
OF THE NFL DRAFT AND 
MORE 
 
BY JIM WYATT 
TITANS ONLINE 
APRIL 30, 2023 
 
NASHVILLE – The 2023 NFL 
Draft is now officially in the books. 
 
On Saturday, the Titans drafted 
Cincinnati tight end Josh Whyle in 
the fifth round, Maryland offensive 
lineman Jaelyn Duncan in the sixth 
round and Tennessee-Martin 
receiver Colton Dowell in the 
seventh round to close out the draft. 
 
Earlier, the team drafted 
Northwestern lineman Peter 
Skoronski in the first round, 
Kentucky quarterback Will Levis in 
the second round, and Tulane 
running back Tyjae Spears in the 
third round. 
 
Titans General Manager Ran 
Carthon, Coach Mike Vrabel and 
Assistant GM Chad Brinker met 
with reporters at a press conference 
on Saturday afternoon. 
 
"We wrapped up today, and (we) 
feel really good about the guys we 
brought in," Carthon said in 
addressing today's picks. "Josh is a 
guy we think can come in and 
compete for a spot, a versatile guy. 
We think he can play Y, we think he 
can play F. We got him as a 
contributor. And then Jaelyn 
Duncan, he's played some left tackle 
and a little bit of right tackle. He's a 
guy we envision as having a ton of 
upside, really, really athletic, has 
some high-end traits that we'll love 
to work with and develop. 
 
"And then to close out, our man 
C.D. from UT-Martin, he's a kid 
that's put it all on tape. We had a 
chance to visit with him on local 
day, and he was really impressive, 
so we're really glad to get him. We 
think he has a ton of upside as well." 
 
Some of the snippets from today's 
presser: 

 
-The Titans didn't take a defensive 
player in this year's draft. Carthon 
said the team was just playing the 
board, and the way it was ranked 
throughout, the offensive player had 
the best value each time the team 
was on the clock. 
 
-Vrabel acknowledged his 
familiarity Whyle made the 
selection easier. Vrabel is friends 
with Whyle's former coach at 
Cincinnati, Luke Fickell, and he met 
the player on several occasions. "I 
have followed his career," Vrabel 
said of Whyle. "He's been 
consistent, and the versatility is 
something we're excited to work 
with." Vrabel said Whyle has the 
possibility to put on even more 
weight to his 6-7 frame (he's 
currently 248 pounds) and 
"absolutely him and Chig 
(Okonkwo) can play on the field at 
the same time." 
 
-Carthon said Duncan was a player 
the team brought in on a 30-visit 
before the draft. Carthon said the 
team also met with him at the Senior 
Bowl and built a good relationship 
with him throughout the process. 
 
-Vrabel mentioned the undrafted 
free agent possibilities, saying 
"there's a large group of players 
we're excited to work with, whether 
that's skill players, or defensive 
linemen and we do think there are 
some players that can run and 
ultimately play speed is what's 
critical." Vrabel said the team is in 
the process of communicating with 
players in the post-draft process. 
 
-Vrabel said the rookies can be in 
town for a rookie minicamp starting 
a week from Thursday. The players 
will undergo a physical, meet, and 
then the rookies will practice for a 
few days before being incorporated 
into work with veterans in the 
offseason program. 
 
-Vrabel said the Titans will continue 
to explore other options over the 
next few months, at all positions. 
"Free agency is not over – they are 
going to let us sign free agents 
Monday, they will," Vrabel said. 
"Free agency is going to go all the 

way up until the season starts. There 
will be players on other teams that 
will become available Monday, and 
we'll take a look. And we'll continue 
to look for trade possibilities and 
opportunities." 
 
-Vrabel, when asked about veteran 
receiver Racey McMath, said 
"Racey knows that this is a critical 
point in his career, and he has to 
continue to play and improve and be 
big and fast and help us." Vrabel 
said McMath and fellow receiver 
Kyle Philips have unique skill sets 
and are capable of helping the team. 
 
-Carthon said the Titans twice had 
teams ready to trade when they were 
on the clock, but both times they had 
a player they liked better than the 
potential trade back. "At each turn 
that we had to pick," Carthon said, 
"we were convicted about 
someone." 
 

# # # 



ESPN DRAFT GURU MEL 
KIPER JR. TALKS TITANS, 
AND THE NFL DRAFT: "I 
WOULD BET ON WILL 
LEVIS" 
 
BY JIM WYATT 
TITANS ONLINE 
MAY 2, 2023 
 
NASHVILLE – The Titans picked 
six players in the 2023 NFL Draft, 
and so far, most of the reaction has 
centered on the second pick 
(Kentucky quarterback Will Levis), 
instead of the first (Northwestern 
offensive lineman Peter Skoronski). 
 
On Monday, I chatted with ESPN 
draft guru Mel Kiper Jr. about 
Tennessee's six-man draft class, 
from Skoronski to Levis to the 
team's seventh-round pick, 
Tennessee-Martin receiver Colton 
Dowell. 
 
Kiper thinks the Titans got a steal in 
Levis, and overall, he thinks the 
Titans got great value, and potential 
across the board. 
 
"I like his toughness," Kiper said of 
Levis. "I like his arm. I like his 
makeup. I like the way he is so smart 
– he was a straight-A student in high 
school. He's 24 years of age (in 
June), so he is mature. He can move, 
he is mobile – he had nine rushing 
touchdowns in 2021 when he was 
healthy, so he can stress a defense 
with his legs. He played in NFL 
systems back-to-back years at 
Kentucky. Last year, he lost his 
offensive line, he lost his top 
receiver, and he was beat up from 
head to toe. And the toe injury was 
significant – he couldn't move. He 
had no mobility. So, he was no 
threat as a runner, and obviously 
that affected his passing. Now he 
did, on the negative side, turn the 
ball over a lot. But when you're at 
Kentucky, you have to try and make 
plays to compete – you don't have 4- 
and 5-star recruits all over the place. 
He got a little reckless with the 
football and didn't take good care of 
the football at times, but the ultra-
competitiveness of a guy like Josh 
Allen, a guy like Will Levis, leads to 
that until they learn to dial that back 

just a bit. … Will just needs to strike 
that balance between being so 
competitive … and understanding 
the situation he is in and 
understanding the risk-reward. 
 
"I don't have a crystal ball, but I 
would bet on Will Levis. He is in a 
great situation there in Tennessee." 
 
Kiper said Levis can learn behind 
veteran Ryan Tannehill in 2023, but 
he didn't rule out the possibility of 
him playing sooner. 
 
And Kiper thinks the Titans got 
great value in Levis in the second 
round, at pick 33. 
 
Kiper had Alabama's Bryce Young 
as his highest-graded QB, with 
Levis, Ohio State's C.J. Stroud and 
Florida's Anthony Richardson next. 
Young went 1st overall to the 
Panthers, while Stroud went 2nd to 
the Texans and Richardson 4th to 
the Colts. 
 
Kiper said Levis slid into the second 
round because he fell into no-man's 
land on the back half of the first 
round, with teams that didn't need a 
QB. And because of that, the Titans 
got a steal, Kiper said. 
 
"Now all of a sudden they don't have 
to pay that much money to an early 
second-round pick, and if he doesn't 
pan out, they could cut the cord 
pretty quickly if Will is not up to the 
challenge," Kiper said of the Titans. 
"It is kind of a win-win. Tannehill is 
there now and can play, and then 
Will – it is kind of like Alex Smith 
and Patrick Mahomes in Kansas 
City, although Will Levis obviously 
didn't carry the same grade as 
Patrick Mahomes did. 
 
"Again, I don't have a crystal ball on 
this, but I like a lot of things that 
Will Levis brings to the table," 
Kiper said continued. "And I said all 
along I would have thrown out this 
past year because he was hurt. To 
grade him based off of (2022) is 
unfair, in my opinion, because he 
couldn't move and a part of his game 
is movement, rolling and running, 
and stressing the defense." 
 

Here's what Kiper said about the rest 
of Tennessee's draft class: 
 
1st round, guard Peter Skoronski: 
"To get him where they did, I liked 
it. He can play left tackle. I thought 
he was more of a guard, but he can 
play center, too. He can play any of 
the five positions, but it's a matter of 
what he'll be the best at. Where will 
he maximize his ability? I think it is 
more guard than left tackle, but we'll 
see. But he is a heck of a player. As 
a guard, I think he can be a Pro Bowl 
guard. But can he play tackle? 
Maybe he can. But he has short 
arms, and he is only 6-3 ½." 
 
3rd round, running back Tyjae 
Spears: "He had a great year. Tyjae 
Spears is a heck of a running back. 
The only question on him is the 
medical, with the knee. He had the 
ACL a few years ago, and that is the 
concern – the durability, and the 
longevity of Tyjae Spears in the 
NFL." 
 
5th round, tight end Josh Whyle: 
"That's the Mike Vrabel-Luke 
Fickell connection. (Whyle) played 
for Fickell, and Fickell and Vrabel 
of course played at Ohio State. Josh 
Whyle is a big target, he catches the 
ball, has some ability after the catch 
– he's an H-back. He is a move tight 
end." 
 
6th round, lineman Jaelyn Duncan: 
"He has talent – I watched him 
throughout his career at Maryland, 
and Duncan has a lot of ability. 
Some thought at some point he 
could be a first or second rounder, 
he was just too inconsistent. He was 
inconsistent with his focus at times, 
and inconsistent with his technique. 
He needs an offensive line coach 
who can keep him on course. He has 
a ton of talent. Talent is not lacking 
with Jaelyn Duncan. The 
consistency was lacking and that's 
why he dropped. But he has a 
chance to be a starting tackle in this 
league." 
 
7th round, receiver Colton Dowell: 
"I had an undrafted free agent grade 
on him, but in this draft, there was 
no difference between player 140 
and player 340. I was trying to grade 
those guys up to 350, and I was 



down there at 150 and I was looking 
at the guys at 250, and there was 
hardly any difference (in value). So 
there was very little difference 
between a fifth-rounder and an 
undrafted free agent this year. 
(Colton) has a chance to make the 
team." 
 
Kiper said the team's draft class will 
be remembered for what happens 
with Levis. 
 
"I think every one of these guys has 
a chance to be a factor moving 
forward," Kiper said. "But when we 
look back on this draft, it's going to 
be based on Will Levis. Will Levis 
is their future, and if he's not, then 
we are going to look back on this 
draft and say: 'Boy, that's not a good 
draft.' If this turns out to be a good 
draft, no matter what Skoronski and 
all these other guys do, it's all about 
Will. If he is the heir apparent to 
Ryan Tannehill, then he has to be a 
quality quarterback, especially in 
this division where you are going 
against Richardson and Stroud and 
Trevor Lawrence. They are all 
young. … And the AFC is loaded 
with quarterbacks." 
 

# # # 
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