
 

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS VS CAROLINA PANTHERS 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2024 ● CAESARS SUPERDOME 

SAINTS POSTGAME NOTES 
 

• The New Orleans Saints defeated the Carolina Panthers 47-10 in the season opener. The 47 points 
scored is the Saints highest point total in a season opener since, besting the 45 scored versus 
Detroit in 2009 (Saints 45, Lions 17, 9/13/09 at the Superdome). 
 

• With the win, the Saints improve to 23-35 in season openers and extend their club-record winning 
streak of season openers to six straight, currently the longest streak in the NFL.  
 

• Head Coach Dennis Allen has now won three consecutive season openers. He is the first head 
coach in Saints history to achieve such streak. Allen is 3-2 against the Panthers as New Orleans’ 
head coach and evens his overall record against Carolina to 3-3. 
 

• New Orleans is now 31-28 all-time against Carolina and are on a three-game winning streak against 
its division rival after the 2023 season sweep.  
 

• The Saints are on a four-game winning streak against NFC South opponents after winning their last 
three division contests in 2023. This is the Saints longest divisional winning streak since winning 
four straight from Dec. 9, 2021-Sept. 11, 2022.  
 

• New Orleans returns to action on Sunday, September 15, when they take on the Dallas Cowboys 
at AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Texas. Kickoff is set for 12:00 p.m. CT and the contest will be 
televised on FOX (WVUE FOX 8 locally).  
 

• New Orleans scored on its first nine possessions. This is the third time the Saints have done it in 
any game and the first by the club in a season opener. The last time the Saints scored on nine 
consecutive possessions to start a game was on Nov. 11, 2018, at the Cincinnati Bengals (scored 
on first nine and ran out clock on 10th possession) and the first time was on Oct. 23, 2011, against 
the Indianapolis Colts (scored on first nine).   

 
• New Orleans ended the first quarter with a 17-0 lead, the first time the Saints have scored 17 points 

in the first quarter since doing so vs. Detroit on Oct. 15, 2017. 
 
• The Saints went into halftime with a 30-3 lead and scored on all six of their first half possessions 

(three touchdowns, three field goals). 



 
• Today marked the 11th time the Saints scored 30 or more points in the first half of a regular season 

game. The last time was Nov. 8, 2020, at Tampa Bay (31-0 at halftime). 
 

• The Saints tallied 379 net yards of total offense (199 passing, 180 rushing) and averaged 6.1 yards 
per play. On the defensive side of the ball, New Orleans held Carolina to 193 yards (135 passing 
and 58 rushing) and 3.5 yards per play.  
 

• New Orleans converted 53.8% of its third down attempts (7-of-13) and held Carolina to a 10.0% 
third down conversion rate (one-of-ten). 

 
• QB Derek Carr completed 19-of-23 passes (82.6 pct.) for 200 yards with three touchdowns, zero 

interceptions and a 142.5 passer rating. Carr is now 7-4 in his career as a starter in season openers 
and improves to 5-0 as a starter against the Panthers.  
 

• Carr’s first passing touchdown of the game was a 59-yard reception caught by WR Rashid Shaheed 
in the opening drive. It is the first time the Saints scored a touchdown on their opening possession 
of a season since the 2018 opener versus another NFC South rival – Tampa Bay – when RB Alvin 
Kamara scored a five-yard rushing touchdown. 

 
• Carr’s second touchdown was a three-yard completion to TE Foster Moreau, where he tied John 

Hadl for 29th in NFL history in passing touchdowns. 
 
• Carr’s third touchdown toss was a 16-yard completion to TE Juwan Johnson putting Carr in sole 

possession of 29th place in league history with 245 career passing touchdowns.   
  
• RB Alvin Kamara totaled 110 yards from scrimmage, marking his 50th regular season game of at 

least 100 total yards from scrimmage, the second-most games in the NFL since 2017. Kamara 
rushed for 83 yards on 15 carries with a rushing touchdown and had five receptions for 27 yards.  
 

• Kamara now has 510 career receptions, tying Warrick Dunn for the 16th most in league history 
among NFL running backs.  

 
• Kamara scored a one-yard rushing touchdown in the third quarter, increasing his team-record to 79 

career touchdowns, which is now tied for 71st in NFL record books with former Saints running back 
Terry Allen, James Brooks, Harold Carmichael (Pro Football Hall of Fame Class of 2020) and Todd 
Gurley II. 

 
• Kamara’s club-record 55 career rushing touchdowns are tied with RBs Tiki Barber, Chris Johnson 

and Larry Johnson for 64th in NFL history. 
 
• Kamara played his 102nd career regular season game and moved into a tie for 53rd on the team’s 

all-time list for games played with DL Bruce Clark, LS Justin Drescher, WR Joe Horn and RB Wayne 
Wilson. 



 
• RB Jamaal Williams had 11 carries for 38 yards with one touchdown and a 13-yard reception.  

  
• TE Taysom Hill averaged 7.0 yards per rush with 35 yards on five carries.  

 
• WR/RS Rashid Shaheed led New Orleans with 73 receiving yards on three receptions (24.3 avg.) 

with one touchdown reception from 59 yards out, the longest play of the game. Including 60 punt 
return yards, sparked by a 47-yard run back and a 33-yard kickoff return, Shaheed finished with 163 
all-purpose yards to open the season.  
 

• Shaheed now has 592 career punt return yards through his three seasons with the Saints, 
surpassing Howard Stevens and Vince Buck and moving into the top ten in franchise history.   
 

• Behind Kamara’s team-high five receptions were Moreau’s four catches for 43 yards, including his 
three-yard touchdown catch. 
 

• TE Juwan Johnson finished with two catches for 26 yards and one touchdown. 
 

• T Taliese Fuaga, the club’s first round pick, is the first Saints rookie to start a season opener at the 
left tackle position since Ryan Ramczyk in the 2017 season opener at Minnesota (Note-Ramczyk 
started the 2017 season opener at left tackle, as well as the Week Three and Week Four contests).  
 

• The New Orleans offensive line, featuring three new starters, surrendered only one sack and 
blocked for an offense that gained 180 yards rushing. 
 

• The New Orleans defense forced three Carolina turnovers (two interceptions and one fumble) and 
logged four sacks. With the three forced turnovers today and dating back to the last three games of 
the 2023 season, New Orleans has forced at least three turnovers in three consecutive games for 
the first time since the three-game span from Nov. 22-Dec. 6, 2009. 
 

• CB Alontae Taylor led New Orleans with six tackles, including three sacks and had one pass 
deflection in the game. Taylor’s performance was the first of at least three takedowns by a Saints 
defensive back in franchise history. 
 

• CB Paulson Adebo followed with five tackles and one pass deflection. 
 

• S Tyrann Mathieu finished with four tackles and forced and recovered a fumble in the second 
quarter, marking the Saints second defensive turnover of the first half.  
 

• DB Will Harris, making his debut as a Saint, intercepted Carolina’s QB Bryce Young on the first 
play of their opening possession. Harris had one defensive stop and one assisted special teams 
tackle. 
 



• DB Jordan Howden intercepted Young on the Panthers opening possession of the second half, 
marking the Saints third takeaway of the game and second interception of the contest. Howden had 
three tackles in the game. 
 

• LB Demario Davis had four tackles and accounted for one sack, while DT Nathan Shepherd also 
had four tackles, including one stop for a loss.   
 

• LB Anfernee Orji finished with a club-best four special teams tackles to go with one defensive stop 
in his NFL debut. DE Isaiah Foskey and DB J.T. Gray also had three special teams tackles each.  
 

• K Blake Grupe was four-for-four in field goal attempts, including a career long 57-yard field goal, 
which is tied for the fifth-longest in franchise history. Including five extra points, Grupe finished with 
a career-high 17 points. In addition to the 57-yarder, Grupe made 52, 44, and 39-yard field goals.  

 
 



 
CAROLINA PANTHERS VS. NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 
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SAINTS HEAD COACH DENNIS ALLEN 
 

Opening Statement  

“It was good to get a win and start the season off that way. It was good to see, offensively, we were 
able to run the football, which I felt like was going to be a key factor for us. We ran the ball really well, 
which opened up some things in the play action passing game. We had explosives down the field. That 
was good to see from the offense. Defensively, we had the three takeaways, had four sacks in the 
game. I thought we did a pretty good job minimizing what they were able to do in the running game, 
which allows you to kind of rush the passer a little more. There are certainly a ton of things we have to 
get cleaned up. The penalties were too many. That’s something we will have to address this week at 
practice. We still have a lot of things that we have to get better at. Our focus is going to be on making 
the corrections we need to make from this one, improving on those things and getting ready for Dallas.” 

On having Klint Kubiak on the sideline 

“(Kubiak) stayed on the sideline. He will probably be there next week. I thought it went well. It’s one of 
those things where you’re with them all week long and you’re talking to them all week long. I just think 
there’s something to being able to look in a guy’s eyes and see and feel what they’re feeling on the 
field. I thought it worked great. I thought Rico’s (Rick Dennison) been outstanding up in the box for him. 
We have a couple of pairs of eyes up there. I like how it’s worked the last couple of times.” 

On the offensive production 

“I thought we executed pretty well. Certainly there’s still things we have to do better, but I think we 
scored on our first nine drives. That’s encouraging, yet I think there were some other opportunities to 
get touchdowns instead of having to kick field goals. I think the biggest thing when you win a game like 
that is keeping guys grounded and understanding this is one of 17. Let’s focus on things we have to 
improve on. We’ll enjoy the win, but we understand we have a lot of things we have to do better.” 

On if you can feel how “locked in” the team is 

“I felt like over the last couple of weeks, I think, just watching our guys in practice, I felt our guys were 
getting a feel for what we were trying to do. I like the speed that we were practicing. I felt confident in 
this game that we would play well in all three phases.” 

 

 



On the ability of the offense to start fast 

“I think your ability to start fast – if you’re able to run the football, it sets up more things that you can do. 
When you’re able to run the football, it’s much easier to pass protect. When you are able to run the 
football, you have the ability to utilize play-action passing.  It just makes the defense have to defend 
everything. That was positive in this game. We got to try to build on that.” 

On Derek Carr’s performance 

“I thought (Carr) played well. I thought he managed the game well. The first touchdown pass to (Rashid) 
Shaheed was awesome. There was a little bit of pressure on him, had to step up in the pocket. He 
stepped up, made the throw, put it right on the money. That was awesome to see. Him no different than 
anyone else on our team, we’re going to go and look at a handful of plays that ‘ah, man, I wish we 
would have when we had opportunities’. I think that’s the biggest thing we have to focus on is cleaning 
those things up as we head into Week Two against Dallas.” 

On the touchdown to Shaheed 

“Usually when we put Shaheed on a big post, we’re expecting that. That’s what we’re hoping for. Yet, I 
don’t know how the defense is going to play it. If they take that away, we have to be ready to go to our 
secondary deals. That was a part of the plan.” 

On the passing game as a whole 

“I feel like we came into this game and said we would go in and play the game to win. That’s what we 
did. I thought we took our shots when they were available to us, and we ran it when we needed to. We 
were prepared to potentially go for some fourth downs, if need be. It’s part of the deal. You have to play 
this game to win in our league, and I have confidence in our guys to be able to do that.” 

On the chemistry and trust with Klint Kubiak 

“I think the longer that you’re around somebody, the more you get a feel for where they’re at. There are 
conversations that go on, and let’s go play this game not to lose; let’s play this game to win. That’s what 
we did today, and our guys came out and executed at a high level. I think if our guys play that way and 
execute that way, then I think we’re going to have a chance in a lot of games. That’s what we have to 
do.” 

On CB Alontae Taylor’s performance 

“Well, he’s fast. That would be No. 1, and he’s aggressive. It’s one thing to say you’re going to send 
somebody on a pressure, but they have to be willing to go in and deal with the noise that’s in there. 
Every now and then it’s a little noisy, and there is a big 300-pound offensive lineman and things of that 
nature. I think he is fast; he is aggressive. It was good to see him be able to run back there. What was 
it three sacks? It’s been a while since we’ve had a DB do that. It’s never happened (Saints history). It’s 
been a long time … since the 1960s.”  

On if he will enjoy the win tonight  

“I’m going to enjoy this one. Why wouldn’t I? These things are hard to come by. For all of us, it’s about 
staying grounded. There’s no 24 hours. We’re going to be in meetings tomorrow morning at 11 a.m. I 



don’t know what time it is now, but we’re less than 24 hours (away from that). We’re going to enjoy it 
for a couple of hours and get back to work tomorrow morning as coaches. Players will get in around 
nine o’clock and get a lift in, get a little workout, little sweat and then be back ready to go with meetings 
and make corrections.”  

On the decision to have Jake Haener serve as the second quarterback and Spencer Rattler as 
the third in the game  

“I just think that was my decision and what I felt like I wanted to do in this game. It may be that way 
next week. It may not be that way next week. I want both of these guys to prepare as if they are going 
to be the starter, and that’s why we did what we did.” 

On Alvin Kamara’s game 

“I thought it was awesome. I have a vision of what (Kamara) can do in this offense. I think there’s a lot 
of things he can do. We’ve got weapons. We’ve got speed on the outside. We’ve got Alvin and Jamaal 
(Williams) running the ball. We have all the different things we can do with Taysom Hill. I feel good 
about the weapons we have. Our coaches put those guys in the best position for them to have success.” 

On if Derek Carr feeds off the fast start 

“You sense that with all of them. When you go out in your first drive and you throw a long touchdown 
pass, I think everybody gets some confidence and excitement with that. I think fast starts build 
confidence in everybody. I think this – I think we had that confidence going into the game. I’ve had the 
opportunity to watch this team through training camp. I had no idea what the score was going to be, 
but I had a lot of confidence in my team’s ability to go out there and play and play at a really high level.” 

On the offensive tackles’ performance 

“I would probably say, without watching the tape, there was a lot of good, and there was a few bad. 
Those guys are no different than anybody else. We’re going to go back, and we’re going to watch the 
tape and make the corrections that we have to make and work to improve. When you look at the 
offensive performance and being able to put points up like that, being able to run the football like that 
– three touchdown passes, is that right? You don’t do those things without your offensive line playing 
at a high level. I thought they played well.” 

On what he meant by “these things are hard to come by” 

“Wins. Wins in our league are hard to come by. They’re difficult. When you get one, you celebrate it, 
you enjoy it and then you get ready for the next one. We’re playing again next week, you know what I 
mean? It’s not like we don’t play again for a long time. You’ve got to get back and get ready to play 
next week.” 

On if he predicted the outcome today being as big as it was 

“I don’t know that I saw the score being what the score was, but again, I had confidence in our football 
team to come out and perform well. I think we did that.” 

 



On how gratifying the offensive performance was  

“Yeah, it is, but that’s a long process that started way back in the spring. Look, it’s a credit to all of the 
coaches and the players that there’s enough trust among players and the coaches with each other. We 
trust each other enough to know that the message we’re all following can work. When you do all of that 
and then all of a sudden you see the fruits of the labor, yeah, it’s gratifying.”  

On playing Landon Young over Nick Saldiveri at left guard in the second half 

“Nick (Saldiveri) missed a lot of time. We’ve got to get him out practicing and developing. We’ll see 
where we’re at. That was kind of the plan going in is that Nick would be the emergency, eighth lineman 
in case we needed him.” 

On the difference with Alvin Kamara’s performance compared to last season 

“We’ll see. I don’t want to get into being a prognosticator and trying to fortune tell a little bit, but I do feel 
like his skillset and what we do offensively, I do think that can benefit him, which obviously benefits us 
as a team. I am excited to see where it goes.” 

On making in-game adjustments 

“There were a few things we had to make some adjustments to. It’s that way in every game. I would 
probably say that I don’t know we saw too many really exotic things that we weren’t maybe ready for. 
There were a couple of schematic things they did and made a little adjustment, but other than that, I 
thought our guys were prepared for what they were doing.” 

On if the Saints provided an unexpected gameplan 

“Don’t know. It’s a better question for them. You know what I mean? I thought offensively, I thought we 
had a good game plan.”  

On Marshon Lattimore’s hamstring injury in the third quarter 

“With hamstrings you never really know, but (Lattimore) did do something to his hamstring. We will 
evaluate it and see what that means, if that means missed time or not. Foster Moreau went out late in 
the game with a concussion, so he will have to be in the protocol. Other than that, we’ll evaluate where 
these guys are tomorrow and have a better idea of what we are dealing with.” 

On the production of the tight ends 

“I’m excited about what I think we can do offensively. We have a long season ahead of us and we’ve 
got a ton of things we have to get better at.” 
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SAINTS PLAYER QUOTES 
 

QB DEREK CARR 
On having Klint Kubiak on the sideline  

“It was great. In the preseason, we only have so many opportunities and we aren’t really gameplanning 
or watching film on who you are playing either. The feeling on the sideline is like practice. We have a 
lot of veterans on offense. We have a lot of older guys who have played a lot of football. He can feel 
like we got your back or we are telling him to stay aggressive. You can feel that energy from each other. 
I think it is nice to have him right now and it’s nice to have the quarterbacks coach to be a buffer. It is 
not always going to be perfect. It is not always going to be pretty. You can tell that they (offensive 
coaching staff) have all worked together. Their cohesiveness was unbelievable. I thought that was really 
cool to see and something that I was excited about to see like how they made adjustments and how 
they talked about things. I have seen it done the right way. I have seen it done the wrong way. I was 
excited to see how they did it and it was cool to see. That is just one game, so hopefully we can keep 
that going.” 

On seeing all that you worked on come to fruition 

 “Yes, you score 47 points and that’s hard to do at any time especially in this league especially against 
that defense. They are unbelievable. Hopefully, the fans and everyone can see what it can be or 
potentially be. Everyone wants to talk about how exciting it was for the offense, but our defense gave 
us a lot of short fields. We were able to score in the red zone, which was awesome. We get a blocked 
(deflected) punt on special teams. It is a team game. You guys are going to get annoyed at me for 
saying that, but it’s a team that’s super close to one another. Our team has unity, cohesiveness and a 
brotherhood. I want to give praise to Klint and the defense, but we are all in this together. The defense 
setting us up for short fields allowed us (to succeed). It’s hard to score that many points when starting 
from the 20 every time. Them setting us up on short fields and us executing allows a day like that to 
happen. Hopefully, everyone is excited about that, but at the same time I hope our defense gets a lot 
of praise for setting us up to go do that.” 

On the Rashid Shaheed touchdown 

“It was a great design. Klint set it up single high. Obviously it was a different read check and all of that, 
but we got the look. The safety stayed on that hash and stayed low. I put my eyes on it to make sure 
he didn’t get off and Rashid beat the corner. That corner is probably thinking he has help there. It was 
just the way that Klint designed it. It was a great design by Klint and a great job by the offensive line 
just giving me that extra half second, so that I could make that throw. Obviously, Rasheed just went 
and got it.” 

On having them off balance on third downs 

 “I hope all this love continues all of the time. This is a long year and I’m going to remind ya’ll about 
everyone loving Klint and myself right now. He had a great game. Any time you can have a great game 
in this league coaching or playing you’ll remember it forever. He did. He had a great day. Our guys had 
a great plan on certain situation stuff. We all believed in it. We all executed it in practice, and we 
executed it in the game. I though the game plan was awesome. I got to move around outside of the 
pocket more than I have gotten to in my life. I have been praying for these days it was awesome.” 

 



 

On five different guys scoring touchdowns 

 “It was amazing. You try your best to be able to highlight players. Everyone knows that (Chris) Olave 
is our number one guy. Everyone knows that I want to throw it to him 30 times a game. For us to still 
be able to stay balanced and have a balanced attack, there are things that he is doing to defenses 
without him even touching the ball sometimes. I know that it is not fun for him or his fantasy owners,but 
it helps us as a team. For us to get five different guys in the end zone, that shows versatility and that 
we will not be one-dimensional. We have to be a balanced team if we do what we want to do. It is not 
always going to be that way or that easy to do one or the other, but we have to figure out a way to win. 
I told ya’ll when I came here last year that all I want to do is win. If that means throw it ten times or 50 
times I really couldn’t care less. I just want to win. That just shows me that we found a way to get in the 
end zone and found a way to win.” 

 

RB ALVIN KAMARA 
On the 50th career 100-yard scrimmage game  

“I never really keep track of things like this. It’s real cool because I have been here my whole career. 
You don’t really think about it. You don’t think about the past years. I’m just living in the now. To be 
able to quantify and put a little stamp on what I have been able to accomplish is cool. It’s cool to do it 
with my teammates and be recognized at the Superdome.” 

On the offense today  

“That’s what we made some changes for. We’ve been grinding through camp. We know the type of 
playmakers that we have. I’m not worried about stuff that goes on outside of the building. I am just 
worried about us. We have been able to come in and execute. There were still plays out there that we 
wanted, but we looked good out there today.” 

On how important it was to start this way  

“One game does not define the next game. It is a Sunday. We had a good game. We came out and we 
executed. You want to come out every game and try to dominate and have a strong performance. It is 
still Sunday. It’s 24 hours and then on to the next.” 

 

WR/RS RASHEED SHAHEED 
On the touchdown reception 

“It was a great executed play. It was a great play call at that time. It was a play that we practiced. Derek 
(Carr) told me to have my eyes open and if the safety came down and followed the over coming through. 
I broke to the post and I saw no safety, so I knew the ball was going to be in the air. The play only works 
like that if everyone executes their job. Shout out to the offensive line and Derek through a great ball 
there and I was able to track it.” 

On that play being called early  

“As an offense, we love it. We love an aggressive mindset. Any chance that we get to push the ball 
down the field and to give an offense a speak is super important. It was a big play to get us going and 
give us the momentum.” 

On the difference in the offense this year 

 “We feel like we are just going out there and playing football. We’re super confident. We’re super fast. 
Guys know their assignments. Everyone is keyed in and super locked in to the game plan. As an offense 
as a whole, we feel more confident in going out there and executing our job. When we do that, I feel 
like it showed up today.” 

 



 

 

S TYRANN MATHIEU 
On watching the offense  

“We feed off them. There are a lot of big personalities over there. There are a lot of playmakers. I think 
collectively we are at our best when we are feeding off each other. That was a great start.” 

On how the offense scoring on nine straight possession impacts the defense  

“For us it is lunchtime, we know that we are going to have a chance to make a play. It is important for 
us to win first down and to get those teams into third and longs. Defensively, we were able to come 
alive. Hats off to the offense. They definitely carried the weight pretty much the whole day.” 

On if today’s performance is what he saw in training camp  

“We were competing. Once we got to phase two it felt different especially going to camp and competing 
against that offense. We knew what the NFL was going to be up against, but obviously it’s about 
executing. Guys are making plays when their numbers are called. There are a few guys that didn’t 
make a play, but we know they can make those plays, so I am looking forward to that.” 
 
CB ALONTAE TAYLOR 

On being the first defensive back in Saints history to have three sacks in a game 

 “They told me when I was coming off the field. It hasn’t really sunk in yet. I was sitting in the locker 
room thinking about it. I was praying. It’s a blessing. It’s just week one though, so many more to come.” 

On if he thrives in the position of rushing the quarterback 

 “I think last year we did not have many pressure calls where I got home. I feel like DA (Dennis Allen) 
called it and had confidence that I would get home and everyone else was going to do their job. Now, 
I want to pressure every single time on third down.” 

On the feeling of a sack compared to an interception 

 “I think I am getting used to it. It is different for sure. When you get an interception, you have a chance 
to return it. 
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PANTHERS HEAD COACH DAVE CANALES 
 

Opening statement 
“Certainly not the outcome that I was hoping for. Before I even got to watch the film, if I could just talk 
about three turnovers and explosives that we gave up on the defensive side, the blocked (deflected) 
punt. Those are critical factors. It flips the field, it gives them more possessions, and even when we 
had our chances, we did not get our first completion for a while there. So just all around, poor execution 
in all phases and particularly when you turn the ball over, and you give that offense chances, and what 
we found out is that this is a pretty good offense. We learned a lot about ourselves today, I think. A 
group of guys that have not played a lot of football together, the communication, working off each other, 
playing those things. That is all stuff that we have got to get to when we look at the film, so for me, the 
positive I can take out of it is the way that the guys stuck together and kept playing hard. There is 
nothing more I can ask for, when you’re faced with a situation where we’re so far behind already in the 
first half, can we just keep playing football? I asked them to do that and they responded. The defense 
ran and tackled the whole time at the end. The offense just played all the way through, trying to execute 
until the very end of the game, so I am proud of that. I’m proud of these guys, nobody turning on each 
other, none of that. Just guys that were ready to take their responsibility, and for sure as the head 
coach, I’ve got to take responsibility and look at what we have to do going forward.”  
 
On guys not having experience playing together and only playing starters in first series 
 “It all matters, it all counts, so that’s something we’ve got to think about. But again, we had an 
opportunity today to play football. We played a lot of football, particularly on defense, so we’ll learn a 
lot from just being able to get this group together and work off each other.”  
 
On positives of Bryce Young’s performance  
“Just the pre-snap operation. That was kind of my biggest concern and I thought we did a really good 
job. We had one delay of game (penalty), I think. We were pretty close up against the clock there a few 
times, but I think from that standpoint, it gives us a chance with a good starting point to have success 
in our plays.”  
 
On the hole created by the Saints’ first touchdown and following interception 
“When it’s early, I ask the guys to never pass judgement on the outcome of a game based on what 
happens at the beginning. So when stuff like that happens early, you are just like ‘you know what, this 
is adversity, we have to rise up.’ Defense held them to a field goal after that interception, so in that 
regard, it didn’t feel like a precursor of things to come. It just felt like, okay, this is an isolated incident. 
They had some nice plays, we just had an overthrow on the throw to Diontae [Johnson] there, and then 
you move on. You just keep playing football.”  
 
 
 



On processing the game and not getting overwhelmed 
“For me, thinking about it, a loss is a loss. The nature of the loss, it matters, it’s a factor, we look at it, 
but whether it was by three points or as much as it was today, you have to just count them as a loss 
and then move forward to the next challenge. Move forward to growing from things we see on film, and 
that was the message I gave to the team. I said, ‘Hey look, in weeks from now, it’s not going to matter 
what the score was. We lost. Let’s go to the truth of it, and let’s move on so that it doesn’t have that 
carryover effect.”  
 
On defensive performance 
“We have got a lot to figure out, we got a lot to work on. Again, I can’t speak specifically to anything. 
We have got to get to the film and see the breakdowns of those different runs and the different actions 
that got out there.”  
 
On communication errors in the secondary  
“That was something that I was really looking forward to and hoping it came alive, and I still believe it 
will. When you have that many guys who have played a lot of football in this scheme, they’ll figure it 
out. We’ll get back to the film tomorrow. Everybody will be hard on themselves. We’ll all take our 
measure of responsibility for, what was my approach like offensively, to not put us in situations to where 
we had to wait so many drives to get that first completion. How can we help the whole situation and 
system better to find a way to get the ball to our playmakers?”  
 
On how to address the play of Bryce Young  
“Just make it about the basics, and just look at each play as isolated incidents. Look at the play, what 
was the breakdown. Was it timing, was it footwork, (or) was it protection?. There’s a lot of factors that 
go in, and I think that if you can be objective about looking at the breakdown of the play itself, then it 
allows you to improve. That’s what I’m looking forward to.”  
 
On the first interception Young threw 
“I thought [Diontae Johnson] had good space. I’ve got to watch the film. I thought he had good space, 
it looked like a high throw. Post safety was sitting there kind of in position for it, but Diontae had press. 
I thought he did a good job of separating there, so it was just a matter of me-to-you factor, get that ball 
to him in that space.”  
 
On operations/communication with coaching staff 
“That was excellent. We were up against it. We had so much adversity, and the ball getting put in 
defensive territory, and the offense getting into longer situations, which can kill drives. There was a lot 
of good information passed along, so I felt really good about that part of it. But again, it comes down to 
execution and it comes down to gameplay. Did we help guys enough try to get access.”  
 
On message to Panthers fans 
“It’s a long journey. It’s a long journey to become us. I truly believe that. I knew that whether we started 
4-0 or 0-4, whatever that is, what I knew is that it’s going to take a long time to become us, and I just 
can’t help but know that you have to have adversity to become who you’re going to be. For guys to pull 
together, to show their character the way they did today, in a really tough loss, and call it what it is. 
Again, it’s one loss. Now we have a chance to come back, to tighten things up, and to work together.”  
 
On whether he considered taking Bryce Young out earlier 
“I did. I thought about getting Andy [Dalton] in the drive before, but I was really just trying to get one 
more shot at ‘can we just get our rhythm, can we get some completions.’ When it didn’t happen, it was 
very obvious at that point with the score, so I probably could have gotten him out there a drive earlier.”  
 



On the mood in the locker room after the loss “It is somber. I think that this is a group that really 
takes a lot of pride. They have high hopes for what we are going to become, and what I am trying to 
capitalize on is just the way they’re all connected in there. I think that this is a group that, there are not 
people throwing helmets around. There are not people that are pointing fingers and doing this and that. 
They are all to a manner, like, ‘I’ve got to be better. I’ve got to be better for you in all phases.’ That was 
kind of an ownership moment for the group, so that’s generally the mood.”  
 
On “taking a long time to become us” meaning  
“I don’t know. What I just know is that this is a journey, and I can’t put any number of games on it. I just 
know that we will capture moments in games and it will feel like Panthers football. When we’re playing 
tough on defense, we’re playing our assignments, when we’re all in position working together, when 
the flow of our offense is going and we have good tempo, we’re getting into our plays and different 
things like that. I have a picture and a vision in my mind, and so do the players. We all have this shared 
vision of what we can become, and until we feel that, until we feel those drives, we know that we’re not 
there yet. So we’re going to keep heading in that direction and we believe that it’s going to happen and 
be possible.”  
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QB BRYCE YOUNG 
On Alontae Taylor’s pressure disrupting the offense 

“Systematically, I need to do a better job of getting ready on the sideline; (and) as a team, as a unit, 
(we’ve) got to do a better job executing. It’s stuff that I could’ve done a better job of (and) accounted 
for (and) adjusted to. I definitely can do better there.” 

On needing to pick up the defensive pressure  

“Getting the right people in the right places (and) systematically doing a better job with the operation. 
That starts with me.” 

On the second interception today 

“Tried to make something happen. (It was) an aggressive throw and inaccurate. Again, that is definitely 
on me. I need to do a better job on that. It hurts the team. It hurts the situation. It hurts our defense. It’s 
not very complementary football, so I need to do better.” 

On the first interception  

“I’ve got to watch it on film. Any time you turn the ball over (it’s not good). It’s a turnover. It’s on me, no 
matter what. I’ve got to watch it on film. It’s my responsibility as the quarterback any time that you have 
the ball in your hands, it’s our job to make sure that it stays with us. That wasn’t the case. No matter 
what, it’s on me.” 

On how a slow start and early deficit make the game difficult on the road in a tough setting  

“It does make it harder. Of course, you want to come out and start off on a high note. It happened today 
(that we got behind early). We are going to wear that today. We’re going to learn from it when we turn 
on the film tomorrow. It doesn’t define us. It’s obviously a long year. We have to attack it with urgency 
and make sure that we are urgent about putting points up and fix what we’ve got to fix. We’ve got to 
turn the page again. It’s a tough league. It would have been great to win the game. The goal is to win 
every one. That isn’t the case. We’ve got to turn the page and focus on next week.” 

On how to not let this loss affect you moving forward  

“Just try to take what I can tomorrow, learn what I can and then leave it there. (We) talk about turning 
the page. Right now, obviously, it’s fresh (and) everyone is still feeling it. We learn what we can do 
better and what we do well and move on from it. We have to let that (loss go). The days and the time 
periods we are allowed to feel certain ways and focus on whatever it is, keep it there, and then we 
move on. On Tuesday, on the off day, and on Wednesday we then turn the page to the Chargers, and 
we turn the page there. It’s just where things are, good or bad, and making sure we are where we are 
to turn the page.” 

“I think we don’t have a choice. We have to get ready for next week. If we dwell too long, you let it affect 
you. We don’t have a choice. We have to let it be what it is. It’s frustrating now…You’ve got to be able 
to move on.” 

 
 
 



S JORDAN FULLER 
On if the team lost focus as the game got away from them  

“I wouldn’t say that, but I really need to watch the film to understand really (what happened).” 

On how the team responded  

“I wouldn’t say we quit or laid down or anything like that.” 

On how frustrating the beginning of the game was  

“Real frustrating. “I haven’t been a part of too many games like that.” 

 

G ROBERT HUNT 
On the morale of the team throughout the game  

“Guys were definitely trying to keep the morale up, which is what you’ve got to do. You’ve got to try to 
win the game. You can’t sulk too bad. You’ve got to keep trying to play and do what you can do. 
Unfortunately, it just didn’t go well today in any phase.” 

On if losing in Week 1 makes it easier to move on 

“For me, it is hard losing. What keeps it what it is, is that it is Week One. We did not play our best 
football today, not even close. I think that this team’s way better than 47-10 to New Orleans, is what I 
think. It is my personal belief. But, we got (beat) 47-10, so that’s what we are today. We can come back 
tomorrow, look at the film, make progress and move on to Week Two and change what we did today.” 

On if players could have used more reps in preseason games  

“I won’t speak on that. I really don’t know. I would have to look at the film and see what we did on 
penalties and things like that. I think you use preseason for penalties and all that kind of stuff. I just 
think that we got our asses kicked today. Truth be told, we just got whooped in every phase. We have 
got to do better. Hopefully, we can change that. This is a bad feeling. We’ve got to come to work 
tomorrow and change it. We can’t be okay with losing though.” 

 

C AUSTIN CORBETT 
On picking up the safety blitz  

“I will take responsibility as a center. I can see those safeties. They did a great job of holding the 
rotation…..I will take the responsibility as center and make sure that we get everybody to go the other 
way to make an easy pickup.” 

On the communication between the offensive line for the first full game  

“It was fine, especially being in the (Caesars) Superdome. They get inducted by fire to come in here. 
It’s a loud atmosphere. Everyone was on the same page. We didn’t have any hiccups with that.” 

 




