
 
  

CAROLINA PANTHERS VS. NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 
SUNDAY, NOV. 9, 2025 ● BANK OF AMERICA STADIUM 

SAINTS POSTGAME NOTES  
  

• The New Orleans Saints picked up their second win of the season over the Carolina Panthers, 
defeating them 17-7. It improves New Orleans’ overall record (regular + post season) to 33-29 
against the Panthers and improves their divisional record to 1-1 on the season. It was the Saints’ 
first road win of the season and the first for Head Coach Kellen Moore. 
 

• A Black and Gold victory over the Panthers gives the Saints a 16-15 edge in games played at 
Bank of America Stadium.  
 

• The Saints will return to action following a Week 11 bye on November 23, when they host the 
Atlanta Falcons at the Caesars Superdome with a 3:25 p.m. kickoff. The contest will be regionally 
televised on FOX (WVUE FOX 8 locally). 
 

• The New Orleans offense set season-highs in total net yards (388), net yards passing (266) and 
time of possession (33:21), while tying season-highs in third down conversions (eight) and fourth 
down conversions (two). 
 

• QB Tyler Shough went 19-of-27 for 282 yards with two touchdown passes and a 128.9 passer 
rating. His first touchdown pass was for 62 yards, which was the second longest touchdown 
throw by a Saints rookie quarterback since Archie Manning threw a 63-yarder to WR Danny 
Abramowicz on October 3, 1971 against the Houston Oilers. 
 

• With the Saints victory, Shough became the first Saints rookie to win a start since Dave Wilson, 
when the Saints won at the Los Angeles Rams on November 8, 1981. Overall, he became the 
fourth Saints rookie to win a start, joining Wilson, Larry Cipa (1974) and Archie Manning (1971). 
His 282 passing yards are the most by a Saints rookie in a game, which passed Wilson as well.   
 

• RB Alvin Kamara shined as he rushed for 83 yards and caught three passes for 32 yards for 
115 total yards from scrimmage. He passed RB Ahman Green, Christian McCaffrey and 
Louisiana native WR Charlie Joiner for 68th place in all-time scrimmage yards. He also passed 
DeMarco Murray, George Rogers and Nick Chubb for 68th place in all-time rushing yards.  
 

• Kamara played in his 125th game to take sole possession of 29th on the club’s all-time games 
played list, surpassing WR Devery Henderson and S Roman Harper. 
 

• TE Juwan Johnson recorded four receptions for a career-high 92 yards with a touchdown, 
including a career-long reception of 52 yards. His performance today put him over the 2,000 
yard mark for his career, which makes him only the fourth Saints tight end with 2,000 yards 
receiving or more.  
 



• With Johnson’s three grabs, it marks his third season of 40 or more catches, which is tied for the 
third-most by a Saints tight end with Jeremy Shockey (2008-10). 
 

• His touchdown grab in the fourth quarter put him at 21 career touchdown receptions, which 
moved him into a tie for third in Saints history with Hoby Brenner at the tight end position.  
 

• WR Chris Olave recorded five receptions for 104 yards, which led all receivers in both 
categories, and a touchdown catch for 62 yards. The 62 yard touchdown reception was the 
longest catch of his career. 
 

• Olave now has ten games of 100 or more receiving yards, which passed Wes Chandler and 
Donte’ Stallworth out of eighth in club record books. He now moves into a tie for sixth with 
Abramowicz and Henderson. 
 

• With his five catches, he became the 15th Saint with 250 career receptions.  
 

• TE Taysom Hill played in his 111th career regular season game, and moved into a tie for 40th 
on the club’s all-time games played list with OL Andrus Peat. Hill played a season-high 25 snaps 
on special teams and offense and rushed for 20 yards and attempted a pass. 
 

• The New Orleans defense set season-bests in points allowed (seven), fewest touchdowns 
allowed (one) fewest net yards allowed (175), fewest net yards passing allowed (122), first 
downs allowed (13) and passing first downs allowed (six), while tying the season-low for rushing 
yards allowed (73) and rushing first downs allowed (five). 
 

• Panthers RB Rico Dowdle entered Sunday’s game averaging 5.6 yards per carry. He was bottled 
up against the Saints, gaining just 53 yards on 18 carries. 
 

• DE Cameron Jordan recorded a sack on Bryce Young, who was the 50th different quarterback 
he has sacked in his career. He also became the 20th player in NFL history with 125 career 
sacks, as part of a day where he had two solo stops.  
 

• Jordan also played in his 236th career regular season game and moved into a tie for seventh all-
time among NFL defensive linemen in games played with Clyde Simmons and Ted Washington. 
 

• LB Demario Davis led the defensive effort with seven tackles (two solo), which put him over the 
900-tackle mark for his career as a Saint.  
 

• He played in his 124th game to surpass RB Mark Ingram II on the club’s games played list to 
take sole possession of 32nd, and he played in his 220th career game, surpassing Takeo Spikes 
for 12th all-time in NFL record books for games played by a linebacker.  

 

• DT Nathan Shepherd recorded his second sack of the season and the first blocked field goal 
of his career. He tallied two solo tackles as well on the day.  
 

• CB Alontae Taylor posted five tackles (four solo), his first interception of the season and one 
pass breakup.  
 

• LB Pete Werner tallied six tackles (three solo) a tackle for loss, and a fumble recovery when 
Panthers QB Bryce Young fumbled in the red zone.  
 



• This was the seventh fumble recovery this season by the New Orleans defense, which ranks 
second in the league only trailing Pittsburgh.  
 

• LS Zach Wood played in his 142nd game on Sunday, moving into a tie with G Joel Hilgenberg 
for 19th on the club’s all-time games played list. 
 

• On coverage units, LBs Danny Stutsman and Isaiah Stalbird and DE Chris Rumph tied for 
the team lead with two tackles apiece. 
 

• In his first game of the season, WR Dante Pettis returned a kickoff 31 yards.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

SAINTS HEAD COACH KELLEN MOORE 
 
Opening Statement 
Obviously fun game for our guys. Fun to see those guys play together. Three phases coming together, 
playing complementary football. One phase has a down moment; the other phase picks them up and 
so I just thought it was a really good example of our team playing together, having a ton of joy as they 
went through it and I thought the physicality was a positive. We knew that was going to be a physical 
game with the way those guys play. They're a really good team. They've had a ton of success the last 
few weeks and so we knew it was going to be a battle. 
 
On what changed for Carolina after the first drive 
Yeah, obviously we had some missed opps [opportunities] on that first drive. It was unfortunate, but I 
thought our guys just hung in there, kept battling, tightened up things a little bit more and so I felt like 
after that it was pretty good. 
 
On if this felt like the best game the Saints have played 
I think in all three phases, just playing complementary football. And we know there's missed opps out 
there, there's opportunities we want to grow in and we got to talk about and get better because of, but 
I just felt like all three phases were really playing well together and collectively. 
 
On QB Tyler Shough’s performance 
Yeah, I thought Tyler took an awesome step today. I thought he made some big-time plays, some off 
schedule plays. The two to [tight end] Juwan (Johnson), off-schedule, moving within the pocket. I 
thought he hung in that pocket really, really well, delivered. Can't say enough big things about CO (wide 
receiver Chris Olave), Juwan, these perimeter guys, the plays that they made. 
 
On the outcome of the blocked field goal 
Yeah, I thought the beauty of that was -- the rule is the rule. The ball went past the line of scrimmage, 
we touched it. Hey, it’s their ball. I understand that rule. It’s something we talked about a lot – in the 
heat of the moment, you see a football and your natural reaction is to recover the thing. So we get to 
educate ourselves because of that. But I thought the way our guys responded was just phenomenal, 
respond there to create a turnover right after that. 
 
On the touchdown by TE Juwan Johnson 
Yeah, really good play. That's the backside route. You're playing a high-low game on the front side. He 
worked through his progression, stepped up in the pocket and really found Juwan on the backside of 
the original play and so I thought it was a really good example of Tyler's ability to move, keep his eyes 
downfield and make a play. 
 
On if he said anything to Tyler Shough before the touchdown to Juwan Johnson or if it was just 
a play call 
Play call, let him play, he's playing really good. 
 



On Tyler Shough’s composure in those third-and-medium, third-and-long situations being a 
gamechanger for the offense 
Definitely was some really good moments there because of that. I thought, again, playing in the pocket, 
stepping up, stepping up, finding the guys downfield. I thought there were some big-time opportunities 
there and third downs are hard downs. For us to come away with some really successful plays on that, 
I thought credit to those guys who are out there making the plays. 
 
On if WR Chris Olave’s speed and verticality, offsetting the Rashid Shaheed trade 
It's a good question. I think CO [Chris Olave] can attack every element of this field and so we're going 
to be able to utilize it. He obviously made a phenomenal play downfield a couple of times. A few of the 
other guys got in there and played some roles. Maybe not as many targets to those guys, but those 
guys were out there playing and they did an awesome job executing. So we feel like this group is going 
to grow together and progress. 
 
On what was done to slow down Carolina RB Rico Dowdle 
Yeah, team football. Team football on defense, assignment sound, gap sound, tackled really well. We 
missed some tackles. He broke some tackles there, but I thought we just did such a good job of not 
giving up those big, explosive long runs as we went. 
 
On this game meaning more to WR Chris Olave after his concussion at this stadium a year ago 
I think that's fair to ask CO. Obviously, his experience is -- he's had to navigate that through this entire 
journey and so obviously you can anticipate that's something that's going to weigh on your mind a little 
bit. It's natural, but the way he played today, I mean, that was just incredible. Incredible plays, 
phenomenal. The energy, the juice that he brought to our team, I thought it was a really special 
performance. 
 
On what he is expecting from Tyler Shough for now and where he wants to see his development 
grow from here 
We're just going to keep growing. Every game there's going to be five plays that we're going to say 
we’re going to want to improve on those. There are going to be some plays we can lean our hat on and 
continue to reinforce. We just got to keep growing. 
 
On the importance of the eight-minute drive to seal the game 
Yeah, that was such a cool drive. Just a really, really cool drive. Physicality, offensive line battling, it 
was really Taysom (Hill) and the running backs and they just went for it. Really cool drive for those 
guys. Really an identity-type drive where you can lean on when you talk about being a physical football 
team and grinding games out like this, that's a really good example of it. 
 
On the decision of the coin toss 
Yeah, traditionally, normally we prefer to defer. We're trying to get a little bit of a spark the last few 
weeks. It didn't get the result that we hoped, so we'll decide each week how we want to best suit this 
and make that decision before the game. 
 
On how the decision was made on which side to defend 
Which direction you're kicking and all that stuff? Yeah, usually that's in communication with special 
teams and just talking field conditions and stuff. Sometimes there's wind that factors into that. 
 
On the end of the first-half sequence 
Yeah, obviously trying to have the last possession of the [half], the last relevant possession of the 
quarter and so I got to look at it to see. Ultimately, we weren't able to get the points you want. I got to 
look at seeing where we can improve there. Execution-wise, schematically, get ourselves in position 
maybe. I'll look at how those timeouts progressed and where we can potentially improve there. 



On what the conversions on third downs tell you about Tyler Shough 
He's executing and playing really good football. Those are not easy downs. We talked about there are 
hard downs in this league and teams that can execute in those downs and make plays, they're the ones 
that are the most successful teams. Credit to our guys who went out there and made those plays, the 
protection, Tyler, the perimeter guys. Some guys stepped up. 
 
On using the momentum of this win into the bye week and going into the final stretch of the 
season 
Yeah, obviously you won't play for 13 days now. So to have a win as your last moment, I think can carry 
some momentum, carry some energy. Our guys got to recharge during the bye week. We got to use it 
to our advantage and put ourselves in position to kind of attack this backend of the season and so I'm 
excited for our guys to be able to utilize that and get ready to go. 
 
On what was working about the run game 
Physicality. [Running back] Alvin [Kamara], credit to him. Some really just physical, dirty runs where he 
was able to finish really well. I thought there was some progress there and just got to keep growing in 
that area. 
 
On the energy still being good despite the 1-8 start and it being reinforced with the win 
No doubt. Ultimately we are here to win football games and we want to win football games collectively 
and it takes the entire group. I give a ton of credit to our guys, the way they battled the last few weeks 
to come up short a number of games in a row. And to come back, recharged, ready to go each 
Wednesday, ready to put in a new plan and just go about the week every single week the same way 
and so I think it's credit to our guys. We have the right kind of guys in the building to keep growing and 
keep developing and keep getting better as a team. 
 
On what he saw on the interception by CB Alontae Taylor? 
I didn't get a great angle of it. Obviously big-time play. Just credit to him. Just being in place and having 
vision on the ball, obviously, big-time play. 
 
On stopping Carolina QB Bryce Young 
Yeah, I thought a combination of rush and coverage. When those things tie together and they play 
complementary and our defense is able to play with a little bit of a lead and a little bit of that 
momentum and now you can feel like, hey, I can come after this quarterback, I can rush the passer. 
The DBs can play with a little bit more vision and play in some favorable situations. I think all that stuff 
adds up to favorable situations for us to go for it. 
 
On the Saints’ defense 
Yeah, I thought the play style was really good. The physicality, the effort, the finish, to create a couple 
turnovers was obviously game-changing for us and I thought our guys kept tackling the football. There 
are more opportunities out there that we're going to look at and say, hey, we're really close here, how 
can we keep getting better and keep taking advantage of these opportunities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

SAINTS QUARTERBACK TYLER SHOUGH 
 
On this feeling of his first win as a starter 
Just a great feeling. I think my favorite moment is just seeing everybody in the locker room dapping 
everybody up and the work that everyone has put in at this point and just a great team win. CO [WR 
Chris Olave] hit it, the defense, special teams, everybody had an impact on the game and it was just a 
great feeling. 
 
On the touchdown play to TE Juwan Johnson at the end 
He was the last guy the ball was supposed to go to on that play. Really trying to work the field side 
there on the high-low with a dig and a shallow and he slipped out and on a scramble drill and it was 
just a really good play by him finishing it off, so I thought the O-line played really well all day. They're a 
really good front and we were kind of down with some injuries so some of those guys really stepped 
up, just [OL] Asim [Richards] and [OL] Dillon [Radunz] so I was really proud of them. 
 
On what was working with the scramble drill today 
Yeah, I think the guys, we put a point of emphasis on it in practice and I think guys were just doing a 
really good job getting open. I think there's a bunch more times where I could have found them, left 
some stuff on the field there so we'll clean that up and I'll be better. 
 
On how the 52-yard pass play to TE Juwan Johnson was initially supposed to go 
Earlier on in the game, once again, I think we were trying to get it to him a little bit and it just happened 
that way and he just, like I said, he was just familiar. I think just having that chemistry with him, he did 
a really good job of extending it. 
 
On if he thought about running it himself 
Yeah, at that point you're trying to get yards with your legs and you're always trying to make a play 
down the field with your arm and if you can't get it, then you're going to go run for it. There's kind of a 
little bit of both to it and he just kind of flashed and did a really good job. 
 
On the mentality on the last touchdown drive 
We knew going into the drive that we had to be super focused on our details. We had to finish the drive, 
we had to get points on the board and whatever that looks like but I was just focused on that play. It 
just happened that way. It was a great finish and great stamp to it, but at the end of the day what I have 
been preaching is just do your job and focus on those little things because that's how those big plays 
come. It's nothing more than it was this week that happened at practice. I don't think he's ever gotten 
the ball up to that point on that play and just a really good job by him. 
 
On any noticeable areas of improvement from last week to this week 
I think just continual reps, continual progression and getting better every single day. Like I said, I think 
I can continue to get better and be better. We did a really good job running the ball. There was a big 
emphasis on that, to kind of continue to set that up and I was just really proud of the offense and the 
whole team. I think just having some urgency each week, having a little bit of juice, a little bit of 
swagger, it kind of showed up. 



 
On the defensive scheme on the touchdown to WR Chris Olave 
Yeah, I saw them spin down late so I knew I had an opportunity. I was thinking it was probably going 
to be shell but I trust that he was going to go in, especially him down the field. He's such a dynamic 
player so he did a really good job just kind of fighting through the contact and making the play and 
finishing it. 
 
On his discussions with WR Chris Olave prior to the game 
I think we were just going about the game plan, just the details. I think when you can focus on your task 
at hand, I think we all have -- there's no telling what people are going through off the field and battling 
injuries, all that stuff and I think whenever you can come together and just have fun it makes it super 
easy but super proud of him. I know it wasn't easy for sure, but we were just talking the whole time, 
texting each other last night about what we were going to do and all that stuff. So I was really happy for 
him and obviously he had a great day. 
 
On how it felt having his first win as the starting quarterback in the NFL 
Yeah, what I said to Catherine was it was a great feeling in the locker room with everybody dancing, 
you're having fun in there and it just came down to playing complementary football and we play 
together, great things happen, especially against a good team. For me, it's just been so fun learning 
every single day each week, kind of the formula for success and obviously, we got to keep competing 
and keep repeating that. 
 
On how comfortable he has gotten with navigating the pocket and seeing guys down field 
Exactly what you said. I think navigating the pocket, keeping your eyes down field and trying to dish it 
out. There's certain field elements between when you run, scramble, hit the check down but continual 
progression. I got to continue to be better at it. That's my job. I got to continue to do that. I was really 
proud of those guys, the O-line, the pocket, I think just our communication, we can continue to be 
better with it. I think it was a good step and we got a lot more to go. 
 
On the physicality of the run game today 
Yeah, that was big-time. [WR] Alvin [Kamara], his explosiveness, the O-line, their physicality against 
that front, that was unbelievable, especially just to come in there, like I said, banged up, not a lot of 
reps, so just super happy for them and I think all those guys, [RB] Devin [Neal], everybody, [QB] Taysom 
[Hill] finishing at the end with the four-minute drive. That wasn't easy so they did a really good job. 
 
On coming off the field on third down or in the red zone for QB Taysom Hill 
No, I think he does a really good job presenting just you got to think. I think I can do the same with my 
legs but he's just a strong runner, man. He's freaking tough and I think that's part of it. Whatever we 
can do to get the first down and score, that's awesome. Super happy for him and obviously the element 
that he's added for us. 
 
On the coaches trusting him to finish as opposed to playing conservatively 
Yeah I think it's just [Head Coach Kellen [Moore] knew the importance of just finishing that drive and 
converting there and we're always -- my mindset, I'm always going to be aggressive and always try to 
go for it. That's kind of Kellen's motto, just go for it. A great play by him, just staying friendly and finishing 
it. 
 
On the importance of playing complementary football today 
It's huge. I think the defense was just the lifeline today of creating that juice. Earlier on I think we did 
some good things but we had to finish in some of those moments and the defense did a heck of a job. 
They provided the juice. They were getting stops all over the field. Those turnovers were big and the 
great thing about our offense, we were able to capitalize on some of that and we got to continue to do 



that. We’ve got to continue to play complementary football. 
 
On finishing 
Yeah, that's the best feeling in the world from an offensive perspective. When you put enough points 
on it and you try to run the ball and you get a great four-minute drive and you finish that out and you 
get to take a knee, there's not a better feeling from a confidence standpoint, from the O-line, the running 
backs, all those guys. That's when you can kind of impose your will. We got to continue to find ways to 
put points on the board and not leave so many plays out there but I was just so happy with how we 
finished that. 
 
On the touchdown to TE Juwan Johnson 
He wasn't supposed to get the ball, really. He was just kind of clearing out, make a backside alert if he 
got it, but he just did a good job in the scramble phase, slipping them and then making the catch. So 
stuff like that happens, you got to make a play and more often than not, especially in the red zone, is 
when those good things happen on the scramble drill. 
 
On when he saw Johnson on the previously mentioned touchdown 
Kind of afterwards whenever I stepped and moved left I saw him shake him but obviously I wasn't 
looking at him prior to that. 
 
On carrying that momentum going into the bye week 
I think it's just having a sense of urgency when we are at practice in our preparation and continuing the 
emphasis on everything we have done to this point, just learning from our mistakes and then just not 
letting up. There's a lot of ball to be played and I think we got a lot ahead of us. 
 
On being the first Saints rookie quarterback to win a game since 1981 and if that means 
something to him 
I think it was Archie [Manning], right? Or Dave [Wilson]? You guys are on it, man. That's pretty cool. It's 
a great honor just because of this organization and obviously Archie is one of my closest friends that I 
have been able to resource and somebody that mentors I look up to, and so that’s obviously a great 
feeling but at the end of the day, we have a lot more to go in the tank. It's a good step, but I think we 
can continue to progress. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

SAINTS WIDE RECEIVER CHRIS OLAVE 
 
On how he felt playing in Carolina again after having a season-ending injury here last year 
It was a tough time. I had a great week of practice, but I didn’t really think about it too much. When I 
came into the stadium, I just felt it all again. I had a lot of anxiety pregame. There’s a lot of stuff going 
on. My close people knew what was going on, so they just stuck by my side, and I appreciate them for 
all that. 
 
On how his touchdown felt 
It felt good, especially felt like we needed a play and we needed some momentum. We drove the ball 
down on that first drive and we kind of missed on that third down in the red zone, but I felt like we 
needed some momentum and we took the lead on that play. It was a huge play. [QB] Tyler [Shough] 
threw a great ball, staying in the pocket, and like I said, it was a great play. 
 
On stepping into a different role as a deep threat after the WR Rashid Shaheed trade 
First off, it was tough for me to see [Seahawks WR] Rashid [Shaheed] get traded. He’s been here since 
I’ve been here, so it was real tough on me all week. I was kind of down about it. We’ve been through 
the fire together. It’s not the ideal situation, but we stuck by each other. We kept trying to rally each 
other every week, especially this year. I’m proud of him and the opportunity he has going over there 
(Seattle). I’m going to go watch him right after this. To answer your question, I felt like we were both 
being used as that [deep threat], especially this year. We had speed on both sides. He’s a route runner 
too at the end of the day. He’s not just a deep threat. That’s generational speed right there, so I feel 
like him being used as a deep threat was great for the team. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

SAINTS CORNERBACK ALONTAE TAYLOR 

 
On what was working for the defense today 
I think we were just putting our eyes in the right place, doing our job and just making sure our technique 
was right. I think [LB] Demario [Davis] did a really good job with just bringing everybody in after almost 
every series and just making sure we just did our assignments. I think we did that, and I think it showed 
up. 
 
On what led to his interception 
We do the call all week. [Head] Coach [Kellen Moore] kind of tweaked a few ways that I could kind of 
disguise the play. I think I kind of made a little bold move of myself going super close to the line of 
scrimmage, but I knew what my job was, and I just trust everybody around me. Like I said, I knew my 
assignment, knew my alignment and just made sure my technique was good. 
 
On what changed for him and the defense after the Panthers first touchdown drive 
Yeah, I mean I think you go week in and week out. Everybody has their first 15 plays, right, so they are 
going to throw things at us that we haven’t seen on film, things that they kind of practice throughout 
the week. If you go back to the Rams game, they kind of did the same thing, second series – three and 
out. We made sure the second series when we had the three and out that we kind of stay true to 
ourselves. We didn’t go haywire, nobody was doing what they wanted to do. We just stayed true to the 
game plan, and I think, like I said, that’s what we did. The first series they kind of threw some twists 
and turns in there a little bit and we kind of settled down and stayed true to ourselves. 
 
On if it was rewarding to get a win today 
I just want to go play ball, good ball every week, regardless of what talks are happening before, what 
talks are happening after. I think just going out there with this group of guys, like I said, it was so fun 
today. We had a lot of fun. Just laughing and key-keying on the sideline. We were getting our corrections 
when we needed them, but I feel like we were on top, and we made sure we stayed on top the whole 
game. 
 
On his role on the fumble recovery 
With the motion rules and things like that, I knew I had to stay tight to the line of scrimmage on the 
motion. I didn’t even know that they were handing the ball off, but I just knew that was who my guys 
was. As soon as I saw the ball hit the ground, I trusted that everybody was running to the ball, and I 
just didn’t want him to get the ball, so I just hit him. When I looked back, I saw at least two or three 
white jerseys jumping on the ball. Super excited, and like I said, everybody was doing their job – running 
out the stack, running to the ball, and when you do that, good things happen. 
 
On how this win felt emotionally 
It felt really good. We needed it. I don’t care if we are 2-8 now, nobody can tell us, ‘Oh you’re just 2-8 
now.’ Doesn’t matter. A win is a win. If we lose this game, everybody is talking negatively about us, 
right? We needed this win and going into the bye week, good momentum. Everybody can heal up if 
they are bruised or hurting and we can come back and play a good Atlanta team at home. Great way 
to go into the bye week. We are going to enjoy this one. 



 
 

PANTHERS HEAD COACH DAVE CANALES 
 

Opening statement 
First and foremost, give credit to the Saints for executing a game plan. They came in here. They had a 
style about how they were going to do it, came up with some big plays, some explosives which is an 
area we have to make sure we shore up there. Some great one-on-one opportunities, they took 
advantage of. We turned the ball over twice, they didn't. We were fortunate, got the ball back after the 
[blocked field goal] and didn't turn that into points right there. That was certainly a big one in the game. 
Missed opportunities across the board and I just look at it and I got to do a better job. I got to do a better 
job of making sure we have answers and complements to our run game. They did a fantastic job taking 
care of that part of it and we hit a couple of passes but not enough. I got to make sure that we put our 
heads together and game plan so that we have answers for when a team makes it difficult to run the 
ball. 
 
On why the passing game has struggled to make consistent plays 
That's something we're working on. It's just taking advantage of those opportunities one-on-one down 
the field. It comes down to just me-to-you factor and making plays. At the same time, from a game-plan 
standpoint, I’ve got to make sure we're putting our guys in the right spots, taking advantage of 
matchups. 
 
On what the Saints' receivers did to keep the secondary off balance 
They just made their plays. Some phenomenal one-on-one opportunities. Obviously, the long 
touchdown. [CB] Jaycee [Horn] will be the first one to tell you he can stay up and make that play right 
there. [WR Chris] Olave made another one-handed grab right in front of our sideline. They came up 
with a couple of big plays there. Extended on a couple of off-rhythm throws. [QB] Tyler Shough did a 
great job of extending the play, finding guys down the field. In the extension of it, we have to do a better 
job containing him there and making sure we stay attached. We did not get that done. 
 
On if he saw offensive player interference on CB Jaycee Horn on WR Chris Olave touchdown 
catch 
I mean, I don't know. I'll have to look at it. I'll have to look at the replay on that one. I think he'd be the 
first one here to tell you to take responsibility for the one-on-one opportunities. Regardless of what's 
happening on the other side, we got to make sure we stay on top and make those plays. 
 
On what is holding back the passing game 
I think it's just timing and rhythm but also it's the choices. The type of passes, that's something that 
starts with me, and I got to make sure I look at that and make sure we're putting our guys in the right 
situations with the match-ups and leverages that we're working with to give them access so that [QB] 
Bryce [Young] feels confident to throw to the guys in different spots. 
 
On what he saw on the interception 
Just a good play by the buzz defender. He ran underneath number one outside. Made a great play on 
the ball. Bryce would love -- I'm sure he would tell you he'd love to have that one back. It was a really 
nice play by [CB] Alontae Taylor. Give him credit for that. 



 
On how it felt and the emotions in the locker room post game 
Yeah, just frustration because we didn't play our version of football. That was not us. We can't have 
that. We can't give up big plays. We can't turn the ball over. Offense has to be more opportunistic and 
take advantage of some of the situations. The defense made some adversity stops for us and got us 
the ball back over and over in the second half. We didn't come away with anything off of it. 
 
On if he was surprised with the way they handled the offensive and defensive front? 
No. This is a team that regardless of their record, they've been playing hard. They got a good group of 
veteran guys to make it difficult. They have excellent schemes and all that and they put it together today 
and we didn't take advantage of our plays. 
 
On finding answers in the passing game when the running game is having challenges 
That's what we're working on. We have to make sure we take advantage of that, the loaded line of 
scrimmage. We got a couple plays out there. [We’re] just trying to find those right styles for our guys 
based on what the coverages that they're playing is. 
 
On the growth of OLB Nic Scourton 
He's taking great strides. Week-in and week-out, he gets better and he's into it. He's working hard. He's 
improving, taking to the coaching and applying it to the game so I'm really proud of him for that but 
there are some technique things, some little stuff that we have to make sure we're really disciplined on. 
It starts with the run game and certainly with our pass rush and lanes and letting [QB] Tyler [Shough] 
get out a couple of times to make these plays. We got to do a better job there. 
 
On his thoughts on the missed field goal 
A block. I just saw a good push. We knew that about this group. They're a big group, really physical on 
the inside. They have their best guys out there pushing the guards and doing things and they executed 
it really to perfection to get the ball down and we hustled to get the ball back once it advanced past the 
line of scrimmage. They were reviewing that for a while but it was a really well-executed block. 
 
On if he thought the kick was low on the blocked field goal 
I don't know. I'll have to look at it again to see if it was lower than normal. I just know that they got a 
good push and got their hands up. 
 
On what the two turnovers did to morale today 
It was frustrating. But we have to go to the next drive and hope that we can get another opportunity to 
try to turn this game around. In the moment, you just got to go to the next drive. You got to re-focus. As 
we sit here and look back at it, we're sick about the opportunities that we missed. 
 
On WR Xavier Legette 
I think X [WR Xavier Legette] is running fast. He's doing everything we ask of him. I think if you just 
broaden it out a little bit and look at the full group, we need better execution in general and that starts 
with me. That starts with myself and making sure that we have the right schemes for our guys. 
 
On what happened on the jet sweep that led to the fumble 
Absolutely, it was just a poor exchange and we got to make sure that we're sharper on all those little 
things. 
 
On his overall assessment of QB Bryce Young today 
I think just generally it's our group, making sure that we are advancing our pass game so we can be a 
balanced offense and making sure that we know, yes, we can run the football but there are going to be 
days like this where a team is really stout and they play us well, we have to be able to adjust and go to 



that next phase of our game and make that come alive. 
On his thoughts on how Young is throwing the ball 
I think he's throwing the ball great. I think he'll have some plays that he'll tell you that he would like to 
have back, but in general, this is not about Bryce, this is about me. This is about our group. This is 
about us taking the steps so we can be a balanced offense. 
 
On if WR Tetairoa McMillan was 100% today 
He looked great, yeah. He looked great to me. 
 
On if he feels like the offense is spreading the ball around enough 
I think general pass game success will get the ball distributed but we have to find that rhythm and the 
ball will find guys in different zones, different areas based on where the read goes. We certainly try to 
make ‘TMac’ [WR Tetairoa McMillan] an emphasis of what we're doing and that continues to be a part 
of what we're doing but we count on the other guys to make those plays as well but I think it's 
collectively where we have to go as a pass game. 
 
On if there was any possibility that the team might have looked past the Saints this week 
I certainly hope not. Our approach is to come back to work every week regardless of the opponent. 
We're in pursuit of our best football. That was not our best today. We did not let the things that we have 
been successful with come alive today, so we have to make sure that we take the next opponent and 
look at what they're doing and have that type of mentality. Our mindset has to be to find our best, our 
best football. It can't depend on who the opponent is and how you respect a bunch of pros and every 
week they're going to bring a bus full of pros every week and so we have to make sure we're detailed, 
locked in and get back on track with our work. 
 
On LB Trevin Wallace injury update 
Trevin, we're evaluating him for a right shoulder so we'll have more information as the week goes on. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

PANTHERS QUARTERBACK BRYCE YOUNG 
 
On what is going through his mind after today’s loss 
No one likes losing. So, deal with it for 24 hours, doesn't feel great. We'll flush it tomorrow and get back 
to work. 
 
On the offensive struggles 
I take accountability. I’ve got to be better. We’ve got to execute. We got to do better stuff. It's on us. 
Give credit to that defense. It was a good group. We respect them, but we’ve got to execute and it starts 
with me. 
 
On what he thought happened on the interception 
Bad read. Bad ball. Again, 100% my fault. That’s on me, I’ve got to be better. 
 
On if he saw the defender on the interception 
Bad read on the zone coverage, a good play. Respect to our opponent. I have to do a better job. That's 
on me. 
 
On what happened on the fumble 
I take accountability for that. Regardless of what it is, I touched the ball. We should end with the ball. 
We’ve got to focus better, we’ve got to execute better. I’ve got to execute better. We’ve got to be 
better, so we'll get back to work tomorrow. 
 
On how frustrating is it to get to 5-4, maybe in the playoff hunt if you get a win today 
It doesn't matter. There's no long-term. We were 0-0 going into this game. Now we're 0-1 and that 
sucks. We’ve got to turn the page and be better. 
 
On what he can do to help minimize turnovers 
Keep the ball out of harm's way. Got to keep the ball out of harm’s way. That's on me. I have to make 
better decisions. I have to do a better job with the ball. As the quarterback, as the leader, it all falls on 
my shoulders. I have to be better with that. I'll work to be better. 
 
On if this loss is hitting differently 
No, nothing's different. No one likes to lose. I certainly don't. No one in that locker room wants to lose. 
No one's happy in there. I'm grateful to have a lot of competitors around me. No one is in a great mood 
right now. Sucks right now. It is what it is. We'll own it. We'll live it. We'll turn the page tomorrow. We'll 
learn what we have to get better at and we'll grow. 
 
On how the confidence in this group can help with moving forward this week 
I have all the confidence in the world in this group, in this team. There's no place I would rather be. It 
sucks because we didn't get it done today. We know we're better than that as a team. You only get so 
many opportunities in this league and in life you only get so many opportunities. For us to leave one 
out there, again, we respect our opponent, they executed, they did things better than us today. They 
deserved to win, but to leave opportunities, it sucks. The other blessing, the other side of that is there's 



one next week, so we're going to learn from it. Right now, it is what it is and we'll turn the page. 
 
On how much momentum he felt like the team had coming into the fourth quarter after the 
defense got the first stop 
We're always confident. We always want the ball. We always believe in what we can do with it, but we 
didn't execute that today. Again, that's on me. I take that. We have a group of guys that are 
accountable. We have to be better. But we know who we are. We know what we're capable of. That 
confidence doesn't change. That faith and belief in each other doesn't change. It just sucks we didn't 
get it done today. 
 
On how the Saints defense adjusted after the opening-drive touchdown 
They executed better than we did. At the end of the day, it's players, we’ve got to make the plays work. 
Coach had a plan, we called the right plays. There are enough plays out there for us to make and we 
didn't make them. Again, that falls on my shoulders. That's on me. As a unit, we all take ownership in 
that and we have to be more efficient. So it was just execution. 
 
On what happened on the handoff to WR Jimmy Horn Jr. that resulted in a fumble 
Again, just not executing. Again, it touched my hands, I fumbled the ball. That's on me. I always take 
that. Jimmy came up to me and took accountability because that's the type of competitor and the 
person he is, but, again, at the end of the day, I'm the guy who touched the ball. It's on me. We have 
to get that out of our system. That's stuff I have to be better at, we all have to be better at as a team. 
 
On if this loss was harder than others this season 
Again, it's one week. I don't like to lose, no one likes to lose. I'm definitely frustrated, but that frustration 
isn't with the team, that’s not with anybody [in particular]. I'm frustrated because we didn't win, we 
didn't execute. We didn't be the best version of ourselves that we're chasing, that we know we can be 
and, again, it's not just me. We're all competitors. We all want to win. At the end of the day, I'm grateful 
to be here. I have all the confidence in the world in these guys. It sucks, it's not fun and until we get to 
go back and watch the tape and correct it, it's going to sting. But, again, I have all the faith in the world 
in this group. I love the guys I get to work with. I love being part of this building, this organization, so 
we'll get to that point. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

PANTHERS RUNNING BACK RICO DOWDLE 
 
On what changed after the first drive 
We just didn’t execute well enough, all around the board. We shot ourselves in the foot again a couple 
of times, and it was just a matter of execution. 
 
On how deflating the second, third, and fourth quarters were 
Very. Obviously when you have a fast start like that – that has been the case in other games this year 
– we come out fast and just didn’t get back to it and that was the case today. It’s very deflating and not 
our brand of football and how we want to play. So, we’ve got to come back and get back to work next 
week and make sure it doesn’t happen again. 
 
On playing back-to-back divisional opponents 
Like I said, back-to-back division, really doesn’t matter. We had a loss a couple of weeks ago, bounced 
back, went to Green Bay, got a win, and now we got this one. It’s all about taking it to that next game, 
making sure you correct mistakes from the past game, and going in there with our best foot forward 
trying to win again. 
 
On if the Saints had extra men in the box today 
Yea, like I said, they did a good job. They had a great plan for our run game and they executed better 
than us. 
 
On the Saints slowing him down early and how much that impacted the offense overall 
I don’t think that necessarily. We had turnovers and that is the number one thing we talk about here, 
taking care of the ball. They had a good plan and executed better than us, as I keep saying. Like I said, 
the turnovers we can’t have, shot us in the foot a couple of times. I think if we didn’t have those we 
would have been in a better situation. 
 
On getting the ball back after the initial blocked field goal and then turning it over 
Just something you can’t have. Offense, when we get back on the field with something like that, we 
have to get out there and execute better. It’s just all about execution. We definitely can’t have 
turnovers. We know turnovers equal losses. That is something we preach on and talk about all of the 
time, taking care of the ball. So just can’t have that. 
 
On working around being targeted due to his success 
Like I said, we just have to execute better. Coaches do a good job, scheme-wise. Today they just had 
a matter of executing better than us and their plan worked better than ours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

PANTHERS DEFENSIVE TACKLE DERRICK BROWN 
 
On how disappointing a loss like this is 
It’s a disappointing loss. I feel like we had a good gameplan, we didn’t execute it. Defensively and 
offensively, we got to play complimentary football. That’s how we won last week, that’s how we won all 
of the weeks that we won, and today we didn’t get it done. 
 
On how frustrating it is to give up explosive plays 
Very…frustrating and we’ve got to fix it. It’s something we’ll get into. One thing we don’t do – we’re not 
going to point fingers. We didn’t overlook them. We just didn’t…execute. 
 
On what the message is going forward 
Going back to work tomorrow. It’s...not like it is any different than if we would have won, if we would 
have lost. Going back to work tomorrow. Tuesday regroup, get your body right. Wednesday, get back 
on the field. 
 
On if it feels the Panthers can still make the playoffs 
We want to win the division and we’re sitting at .500. If we mess it up, it’s on us. We got to go out there 
and do what we got to do in order to make those things come true. 
 
On if the Saints did something in the run game to catch the defense off guard 
No. 


