
 
  

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS AT BALTIMORE RAVENS 
SUNDAY, SEPT. 20, 2026 ● M&T BANK STADIUM 

SAINTS POSTGAME NOTES 
 

• With the 24-17 win over the Ravens, the Saints even their record at 1-1 on the season. The 
victory gives New Orleans a 3-6 record against Baltimore and their second straight road victory 
against the Ravens. 

 

• The Saints return to action next Sunday for their home opener against the Las Vegas Raiders 
with a 3:25 kickoff. The game will be regionally televised on CBS (WWL 4 locally). 
 

• New Orleans overcame a 14-3 deficit, scoring 15 unanswered points to close the game in the 
fourth quarter. 

 

• With the win over Baltimore, the Saints have won three straight games against AFC opponents 
dating back to their win over the New York Jets on Dec. 21, 2025. It is their first three-game 
winning streak against AFC opponents since a three-game streak from Dec. 24, 2022-Oct. 8, 
2023, when they defeated Cleveland, Tennessee and New England. 

 

• QB Tyler Shough completed 27-of-34 passes (79.4 pct.) for 252 yards and one touchdown, 
while adding 23 rushing yards and a rushing TD. His 21-yard TD pass to Chris Olave tied the 
game at 17-17 before his one-yard rushing TD gave New Orleans the lead. With the win, Shough 
improves his record as a starter to 6-5. Shough engineered the fourth, fourth quarter game-
winning drive of his career, when he led the Black and Gold on a 16-play, 68-yard drive that 
ended with a one-yard rushing touchdown. 
 

• With 662 passing yards through the first two games, Shough’s total is the most to start a season 
for a Saints signal-caller since Drew Brees in 2009 (669). 
 

• Per ESPN Research, Shough, who was 12-of-14 for 119 yards with a passing touchdown and a 
rushing touchdown, joined Trevor Siemian (2021 at Philadelphia) as only the second Saints 
quarterback to  in the last ten seasons to have 100+ passing yards, a passing TD and a rushing 
TD in the fourth quarter. 
 

• RB Alvin Kamara recorded 9 carries for 15 yards and added 5 receptions for 7 yards. With the 
five grabs, he now has 611 for his career, as he surpassed Keith Byers for fifth all-time among 
running backs. 
 

• RB Travis Etienne Jr. had 8 carries for 25 yards and 2 receptions for 6 yards; he also added 
the successful two-point conversion on the Saints' game-tying score. 

 



• WR Chris Olave led the Saints with eight receptions for 86 yards and a touchdown, including a 
21-yard touchdown reception that tied the game at 17 following the two-point conversion. With 
eight catches, he tied WR Danny Abramowicz for ninth all-time in club records. 

 
• TE Juwan Johnson posted four receptions for 66 yards, including a 25-yard reception. With 

2,631 receiving yards, he moved past RB Pierre Thomas for 18th in club records and has the 
most receiving yards by a player to be signed by the Saints as an undrafted free agent. 
 

• WR Devaughn Vele added five receptions for 64 yards, including a team-long 29-yard catch. 
 

• LB Pete Werner led the Saints defense with 11 tackles (eight solo) and one sack, as the Saints 
allowed only 40 yards rushing in the second half. 
 

• EDGE Carl Granderson recorded five tackles, including one tackle for loss and a blocked field 
goal. He played in his 107th career game on Sunday and moved into a tie for 46th in club record 
books with LB Pat Swilling and S Gene Atkins. 
 

• EDGE Chase Young finished with two tackles, 1.5 sacks, one tackle for loss and two QB hits. 
 

• EDGE Cameron Jordan recorded two tackles. Jordan played in his 244th career game and will 
move into a tie for 74th all-time in NFL games played with Ray Donaldson, Chris Gardocki, Ricky 
Proehl, Terrell Suggs and Matt Turk. 

 

• LB Kaden Elliss added six tackles, one tackle for loss and two QB hits. 
 

• S Justin Reid recorded three solo tackles. 
 

• S Julian Blackmon sealed the victory with an interception/pass breakup of Lamar Jackson 
with 20 seconds remaining, stopping Baltimore's final possession. Blackmon also added two 
solo tackles. 
 

• In addition to Blackmon, CBs Kool-Aid McKinstry and Quincy Riley also added one pass 
breakup apiece. 
 

• LB Danny Stutsman led the team with three special teams tackles and added one solo stop. 
 

• In the return game, rookie WR/RS Barion Brown returned two kickoffs for 73 yards, including 
a 53-yard runback near the end of the second quarter to set up a field goal. He also brought 
back two punts for 13 yards. 
 

• K Daniel Carlson drilled all three field goal attempts and one extra point for ten total points. 
 

• P Ryan Wright had three punts for 117 yards with a 39.0 gross/net, with one downed at the 
Ravens six-yard line by S Michael Reid 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RAVENS-SAINTS POSTGAME QUOTES 
 

 
NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 
  
HEAD COACH KELLEN MOORE 
   
Opening Statement: “At the end of the day, that was a fun battle. That was a really fun battle 
against a really talented team [in Baltimore]. For our team to come up here and come away 
with a victory, I think [I give] credit to our guys and just their resiliency. There are plenty of ups; 
there are plenty of downs in this game. There is a lot of stuff we have to get better at, but our 
guys stuck with it. Our guys stuck with it, and then we had an opportunity to kind of close it out, 
and our guys were able to get it done. So, [I’m] excited for those guys.”  
   
Is this resiliency you speak of the defining characteristic of this team at this point in the 
year? “Yes, I think that certainly is. As frustrating as there are moments in these games — and 
we all get frustrated — our guys just keep going. Our guys just keep going, and I thought the 
offense had some struggles there for a while just kicking field goals all game, and then we 
finally had that drive where we — coming off the three-and-out, we had a really bad three-and-
out — and then we came out and went right down the field and made some big-time plays. I 
felt like that eased us a little bit on offense. Then our defense just kept battling. To force them 
to take a field goal on that long third-quarter drive — I thought that was huge — and so our 
guys just kept going.”  
   
What does it mean for these guys to just keep believing like that when they haven’t 
necessarily had a reason to? “Yes, I think our guys are really close. Our guys are really well-
connected, and I think that is important that these guys [are close]. All the stuff you do all 
offseason, it is for these moments right here. It is for these moments when things are not going 
great for you, and our guys are not looking at each other frustrated. They are looking at each 
other like, ‘OK, we are going to find a solution, [and] we are going to find a way.’ That is what 
the whole offseason is about: building.”  
   
I think it was right before that touchdown at the end — it took a third-and-8 where they 
had like a three-man rush — that was something that gave you all some trouble early 
last week. What did you see on that play that had you all come up with it? “That is the 
one that Juwan [Johnson] caught and ran, right? Yes. That’s just guys being on the same page 
at the end of the day. I think that is the most important thing. Juwan [Johnson] and Tyler 
[Shough] being on the same page [with] the completion, and then his ability to run after the 
football [and] the run after the catch was a big part of that play. [It] extended us and gave us a 
really good situation to kind of hopefully finish it.”  
   
After the way last week went, how much did you feel like you needed a game like this 
for this group? “It’s the NFL. Every week is going to be really hard. To open the season with 
two road games against two teams I think are going to be playing a lot of meaningful football 
towards the end of this year — those are two really talented teams — and our guys stuck with 
it all the way to the end both games. For both games to come down to one opportunity at the 
end — one possession — that is a good experience for our guys, because they are going to 
have more battles like these.”  
   
Walk me through what you’re thinking when you’re looking at that fourth-down replay 
where QB Tyler Shough is in the end zone, and it’s being reviewed. What’s going 
through your mind? “Obviously, I felt like, ‘Hey, [it’s] third down, we are going to sneak it.’ I 



felt like we had a good opportunity there; I felt pretty good about that one, and that did not work 
out our way. Then the fourth-down one, those are tough, tough situations just because you 
lose the ball. That happened on the third-down one too, where I think it is hard — it is a hard 
play on the goal line — just because, even if you feel a surge, sometimes they lose sight of the 
football, and I think it is a challenging play for everyone who was a part of it, and so [it was] 
fortunate for us to get that. Obviously, we are going to go for it in that situation. [It’s a] chance 
to score a touchdown. If not, we are forcing them to be on the -1 [-yard line] and go the long 
way, but felt like we could get it done there.”  
   
When you’re in a goal-to-go situation, are you also consciously thinking ‘I don’t want to 
leave too much time for QB Lamar Jackson to possibly drive down the field.’ What’s 
kind of the thought process there? “Yes, you have got to have awareness as to what is 
going to happen after the fact that — whatever happens in that drive, you have got to know 
what is coming after that. So, we tried to run the football. [We] unfortunately had the false start, 
[so] that kind of put us in a little bit of a tricky spot just because now we are at the 7 [-yard line], 
and we kind of have to go earn this thing now, we are not on the 2 [-yard line]. Again, our guys 
battled, our guys handled all those moving pieces [and] all those situations right there at the 
end pretty well.”  
   
In hindsight, is the false start — considering that you did convert — does it almost 
become a good thing because you get to take even more off the clock, and they have to 
use their timeouts, and you’re in a better situation? “I would say ‘no,’ because it was a lot 
more stressful” (laughter) “when you are at the 7 [-yard line] trying to score a touchdown. That 
derailed us, but our guys kept getting back into it.”  
   
What can you say specifically about the defense keeping QB Lamar Jackson and RB 
Derrick Henry in check in the second half? “I just thought our relentlessness — at the 
defensive line, the edge position [and the] linebackers blitzing — our guys just didn’t stop. 
Lamar [Jackson] is going to make plays. He is one of the most talented quarterbacks in this 
league; he is a phenomenal player; he makes a lot of plays, and you cannot get discouraged 
when he makes a play. You have just got to keep going for it, and I thought that is what our 
guys did.”  
   
Is the consistent blitzing something that wears down a team as the game goes along? 
“Yes, I think it really takes the right mindset. Again, [Lamar Jackson] is going to make some 
plays, and you are going to be really close, and he is going to make a play on a [defensive 
lineman] that is going to be frustrating, [and] it is going to be a first down, and you just have got 
to keep going. So, I thought 'Grando’ [Carl Granderson], even on the interception at the end, 
'Grando’s’ rush was really big there. He made a play, and I just love the way our guys are 
playing.”  
   
I understand this was a team win, but when your quarterback plays like that late in a 
tight football game like this, what does it do for your team just from a confidence 
standpoint knowing that he has a chance to win it? “Tyler [Shough] is just steady. He is a 
steady player. He makes good decisions; he runs when he has to. The game is not too big for 
him ever, and we appreciate the heck out of the way he hangs in there, takes shots in the 
pocket at times when he has to, delivers and does not flinch one bit. So, that was a big-time 
performance by him.”  
   
Did you ever feel like you figured something out that allowed you to get a little bit more 
vertical in the passing game? “Yes, I thought there were some layering opportunities 
[with] just the way they were covering ‘C.O’ [Chris Olave] to kind of create some more layers to 



the defense and pass game. We were playing just behind the sticks. It wasn’t good [during] the 
early part of that game and even into the third quarter where we just had way too many 
penalties, first-and-long [situations], second-and-long [situations and] third-and-forevers. That 
is a really, really rough formula. We can't play that way consistently, but our guys got through 
it. So, we have to clean that phase of this game up [and] make that look a little bit better. But, I 
thought that drive after the three-and-out was a big one for us. We were able to run the football 
efficiently enough and then make the pass game plays that we needed.”  
   
Why do you think the third-and-long plays always seem to work for you guys? 
It’s almost unbelievable. “Well, I think Juwan [Johnson] has a phenomenal catch and run 
[ability]. That was a big-time play, and our guys are still resilient. They are going to keep 
battling no matter what the circumstances are. I thought there was some stuff in there that we 
could certainly embrace and recognize the good in there, but we have got plenty of stuff to 
improve on.”  
   
You saw a lot more of RB Alvin Kamara in the first half and then a little bit more of RB 
Travis Etienne in the second half. Was there anything with that? “Not necessarily a 
specific rhyme or reason. [It was] just the flow of the game.”  
   
On that three-and-out where you lost T Kelvin Banks Jr., do you have an update on 
him? Was part of the response you saw from the team an emotional one to him going 
down? “It always hurts when we lose guys. [Our] guys compete. Kelvin [Banks Jr.] has an 
ankle [injury], so we’ll see what this thing looks like tomorrow, but our guys hung in there. They 
kept battling, and I thought Asim [Richards] did a good job of stepping in there. That is a good 
front. They’re a talented front, and he did a really good job of stepping in there.”  
   
To get that big kick return by WR Barion Brown at the end of the half, you were able to 
steal some points there. How big was that play? “I thought that was huge. I thought that 
was huge. It is a 14-3 game right there, and then for us to steal three points, now you are back 
into a one-possession game at halftime with the ball to start the second half. So, I thought that 
was a big moment for us.”  
   
Has anything about the way QB Tyler Shough has handled the first two games 
surprised you or taught you anything else about him? “No, I think it just reconfirms [that 
Tyler Shough] is just going to keep going for it, and I think that is just the way he plays. There 
are highs and lows in games. There are things that go our way, [there are] things that do not 
go our way, and he just keeps going, and I think I was proud of him. That team — [Ravens 
head coach] Jesse [Minter] does a phenomenal job on third downs, and for us to be able to 
convert some of those critical third downs in big moments against a lot of pressure looks that 
are exotic and unique and stress your protection plans, I thought Tyler [Shough] did a really 
steady job of just executing there.”  
   
Did you get an explanation of why they reviewed the third-and-goal play in the fourth 
quarter? “I was asking about it. I did not get anything back.”  
   
RB Kendre Miller was inactive today. Was that just a numbers thing? “Yes, [a] numbers 
thing. We had a couple of tight end situations as the week progressed. Juwan [Johnson] was a 
little bit sick [and] missed some of the week, [and] Oscar [Delp] was coming back, so it felt like 
four tight ends there [and] three running backs. We had a few other pieces. We carried five 
edge rushers with Chase [Young] and Cam [Jordan] kind of returning to action there a little bit. 
So, we just had a few moving pieces.”  
   



Is RB CJ Donaldson’s pass protection a big part of why he was playing this week? "Yes, 
CJ [Donaldson] does a really good job in the protection game. He has got kind of his fullback 
package that, certainly, we did not use as much today as normal. But, these guys are all going 
to play plenty of meaningful football. I talked to Kendre [Miller] about it. He is a big part of this. 
He is going to play plenty of football for us.”  
  
  
RB TRAVIS ETIENNE JR. 
   
The tide really changed in the third quarter into the beginning of the fourth quarter. How 
did you guys change the momentum of the game? “We just had to keep believing. I feel 
like we [were] beating ourselves a lot in the first half. [We] had too many mistakes. [We] had to 
lock in and just keep playing. It’s a four-quarter game. You can never get down on yourself, 
never give up and just keep plugging away — just forget about the results, go down there and 
just play each play down until you score.”  
   
What did you see on the game-winning touchdown? “Thank God we [were] able to make a 
play on the fourth down and get that play off. Whenever you need an inch in the NFL, you’ve 
got to be able to get that. We [were] able to get that. The football bounced in our favor today. 
[I’m] just grateful for that.”  
   
What does it say about the team going for it on fourth down instead of taking the field 
goal there. “Belief. I feel like [head] Coach [Kellen Moore] believed in us. We didn’t go all that 
way to get to fourth-and-1. Although we do have a great defense, which was] another reason 
we [were] in the game. We got an inch and two minutes left, you’ve got Lamar Jackson on the 
other side of the field. Three points was not going to win the game there. Coach [Moore] just 
believed in us, and we believed in our preparation. We [were] able to get that play.”  
   
Two huge fourth-quarter comebacks so far this season, and this one you were 
successful with. What does that say about your young QB Tyler Shough? “It says a lot. It 
says a lot. It says he’s very resilient, but we have to find a way to be better throughout the 
whole course of the game. We just can’t keep relying on just being able to come back, 
because as the year goes, teams get better and better, and they get more disciplined. And we 
[are] starting to make these choices early in the season, but we have to find a way to be better 
in the first half — that way we could build on momentum going into the second half, and we 
[are] not always trying to fight our way back all the time.”  
   
What was it like having RB Alvin Kamara back? “It’s great having Alvin [Kamara] back. I 
feel like we were in that 21 Pony [personnel], so I feel like he takes a lot of pressure off of me. 
The defense has to respect him, and so he has a lot of eyes moving with him to draw attention 
to him, so it gives me a chance to open up and get plays in space. So, we just have to 
continue to build off of that and keep getting better and just be better in the first half. I feel like I 
have to do a better job taking care of the ball, catching the ball, looking it in and things like that. 
If we just continue to get better and just focus on ourselves and right our wrongs, we’ll be a 
great team.”  
   
Why do you think the moment hasn’t been too big for this team? “We truly believe it’s us 
versus the world. I feel like nobody believes in us, so we have nothing to lose. We’re out there 
playing for each other, and that’s the way we want it.”  
   
The third-and-longs haven’t been too big. The end-of-game situations haven’t been too 
big. It’s crazy how you guys have been able to overcome every situation you’ve faced. 



“We just believe in each other. We trust our preparation and trust our work. Coach [Kellen 
Moore] hits on [being in] these positions throughout the course of the week, so when we come 
out here, it’s just us executing. I feel like we just have to do a better job of executing and be 
better on first and second downs so [that] we won’t be in those third-and-long situations. So, 
that’s what we have to continue to get better at is on those early-down situations so [that] we 
[are] not always operating in third-and-long.”  
   
On the two-point conversion, did that go as planned, or did you kind of have to ad-lib? 
What did you see on that play? “No, that went as planned. Right before the play happened, 
Juwan [Johnson] said, ‘Follow me.’ So, I just followed Juwan, and he escorted me to the end 
zone, so [I’m] grateful for him.”  
   
What did you think of TE Juwan Johnson’s footwork on that little juke move? “I am about 
to get [Juwan Johnson] in the room with me and work on my moves after practice. I really love 
the way Juwan plays, man. I feel like nobody gives him the credit. He does a lot for this team. 
He’s blocking, he’s catching balls, [and] he escorted me to [the] touchdown on the two-point 
conversion, so I am just grateful that he’s a part of this team.”  
  
  
TE JUWAN JOHNSON 
   
You guys show this resilience, especially in that fourth quarter again. We have seen this 
now for two weeks where you guys still, despite how it starts, are able to figure things 
out, and this time you guys get to finish it off. “I feel like that is just a testament to the 
training camp and the offseason OTAs. You don’t want to give up on the guys that you have 
been spending a lot of time with. We have put a lot of investment in ourselves and each other. 
We spend a lot of time with each other. We play video games. We go out with each other. The 
one thing we would not want to do is let each other down. Despite what happens on the field, I 
think we do not give up because we know we have invested into each other [and] invested into 
this team. I think the biggest thing is just playing for each other and knowing that just because 
we start from behind does not mean we have to give up. Last year, we would have given up. 
We have seen it multiple times before where we gave up when we were down. [When] we are 
down, we never feel like the game is over, truly, until the game is actually over. Just know we 
are never counted out.”  
   
Do you think QB Tyler Shough scored on that third down before he had to go to that 
fourth-and-goal? “I am not going to get into a whole political thing about it. At the end of the 
day, we scored and I am just going to leave it at that. We scored either way.”  
   
On that fourth down are you looking at that replay going, “All right, we got this, right?” 
“Like I said, I do not know how the refs do it. They have a tough job themselves. I do not even 
want to step into that world. They have to do that [job].”  
   
We talk about QB Tyler Shough’s steadiness. I guess it is just that attitude he has where 
you guys know, “Hey, we are still in this thing no matter what.” Again, Tyler showed it in 
this fourth quarter as well where you guys are able to come back, and he is leading the 
way. “Tyler [Shough] does a great job of doing that — staying even-keel. I think he does a 
great job. I think that helps not just the guys around him, but I also think head coach Kellen 
Moore is that [way] too. I think when you have a head coach who is like that, it puts you at 
ease and makes you like that as well. When you have guys around that do not panic, that do 
not waver — something goes wrong and we do not throw our hands up or have that bad body 
language — I think that is a huge testament to Kellen because that trickles down. People see 



that, and I think when your leader is doing that, you do that around your whole organization. 
He is doing a really good job.”  
   
Is that why you guys are so good in key situations like third-and-long? You get behind 
in the game, but it seemed like the moment was never too much. “I feel like the thing I 
have gathered most from being in those third-and-longs and those second-and-longs [or 
when] you have a bad play on first down is that you have to live in the moment. I feel like when 
you try to live too much in what happened before, you stay in that, and then you mess up the 
next play. I feel like when you just stay in the moment, you do not really think about what’s 
happened before. You do your best, you put your best foot forward [and] you move forward 
when you live in the present, live in the moment. I feel like we do a good job of doing that.”  
   
These guys were saying on the two-point play that you said, “Get behind me.” How did 
that go back there? “We knew what play we were running. I told ‘Trav’ [Travis Etienne], ‘I 
know what is going on — just get behind me.’ I love plays like that where I can just get in front 
of a running back, and we just lead the charge. Whatever gets in my way, I am just trying to 
move them out of the way, for lack of a better term. I am just trying to pave the way so we can 
put some points on the board. I just like putting it on my shoulders. Just put it on my shoulders 
and I am going to lead the way for you.”  
  
  
WR CHRIS OLAVE 
   
On the touchdown and the setup for that two-point conversion — can you just kind of 
walk us through that? “It was a perfect — it was a perfect call, I should say, by [head coach] 
Kellen [Moore]. He knows what type of coverage they were going to be in, especially in a fringe 
or right outside the 20. So, we got quarters where we got what we needed. We had a perfect 
play call, and we just executed it.”  
   
Did you feel like things just kind of opened up in terms of the chunk plays in the second 
half? What was the reason for that? “Just attacking them, man. [The Baltimore 
Ravens] played a lot of cloud coverage. They played a lot of different coverages to be able to 
take our explosive plays away. But we just kept battling, and we kept battling. Once we got the 
run game going, we started getting five yards a pop, six yards a pop. They had to play us true. 
So, it was a great — it was a great fight. Like I said, we put ourselves in a hole again, but we 
were able to fight back, and it was a great thing of resilience today again.”  
   
What does it do for you guys as an offense when you see your defense responding the 
way that they did, particularly in the second half? “I love – I feel like [defensive coordinator 
Brandon] Staley doesn’t get enough credit. He puts the players in a great position to be able to 
succeed. He did that in the first week; he did that all last year. So, to be able to hold that 
offense to 17 points was a great thing for us. Our defense did a great job today. I was super 
excited for them and, like I said, we were able to fight back, to stay in the game and fight to the 
end and get a win.”  
   
What can this win do for you all — just in the building, what does it do? “It’s a great team 
over there, man. It’s a great team. They’re probably going to be an AFC contender. They’ve 
been an AFC contender for the past couple years. So, I just feel like if we believe, and we have 
faith in each other that we could be a great team over here. I feel like that drives confidence 
into us to be able to get a win — come over here and get a win and go into next week.”  
   
Why do you think you guys play your best after getting punched in the mouth a couple 



times, or even like a third-and-long seems like the most automatic play you have? “I 
mean, that’s just what we’ve been dealt. That’s the cards we’ve been dealt these first two 
weeks. Like I said, we’re not going to bow down; we’re not going to give up. We’re just going to 
keep fighting. Like I said, we all believe in each other in this locker room. We have a great 
team, and faith is the biggest thing we have. We believe in each other, and like I said, the first 
two weeks were a great battle, a great test of our resilience. So, it was a good test, and like I 
said, we come out 1-1.”  
   
What do you feel like you guys have learned about yourselves and QB Tyler Shough, 
just kind of going through these two games and being able to build these comebacks? 
“Tyler [Shough] is a leader of our team, man. Just the way he battles, the way he takes the 
hits, the way he scrambles, the way he could extend plays — I am a huge believer in him. You 
all always know that. So, he’s a leader of our team. He does a great job and [is] able to battle 
back, especially when we dig ourselves in holes in the first half these past two games. We all 
believe in him. He believes in us receivers, so I am super excited for his future.”  
   
That battle with CB Marlon Humphrey today — you also had that unsportsmanlike 
conduct early on in the game. Do you kind of feel in a way that that sort of worked to fire 
up the team, despite the yardage loss? “No — that’s just how I play, man. That’s just how I 
play. [Marlon Humphrey]’s a well-known cornerback; he’s been in the league for a long time. I 
want to be able to go against the best. So, when I get those matchups, I believe in myself — I 
could win those matchups. It’s just a competition, man. It’s not — nothing against him — he’s a 
great player; I respect his game. Like I said, he’s been in the league for a long time doing it at 
a high level. So, when I get those matchups, I want to be able to attack and try to win.”  
   
Putting a cap on you was kind of their priority leading up to the game. Did that motivate 
you at all, from some of those comments? “Not really, man. Everybody’s got a game plan, 
but at the end of the day you still have to go out there and execute it. You’ve got to go out 
there and guard me, and they did a great job in the first half [with] cloud coverages, especially 
to the boundary — they were clouding a lot. But just when the ball came my way, I wanted to 
capitalize on it. I knew I was going to get a lot of opportunities in the second half to come back. 
So, I just kept my head in the game. I didn’t get too down on it, but I just kept attacking.”  
   
Some people here have no idea what I’m about to say — but did you hear anybody call 
QB Tyler Shough a “poor-man’s quarterback”? “Of course — everybody has seen that. But 
you know how social media [is]. It’s not really motivation, man. People try to compare people 
all the time. But I feel like Tyler [Shough]’s one-of-one. He’s making a name for himself in this 
league, and it’s going to be — by the end of the year, I feel like he’s going to be one of the top 
quarterbacks.”  
   
Do you think the attention you got early in the game kind of opened up the rest of the 
offense? Is that kind of one of the reasons it got going? “You saw [Devaughn] Vele 
making a lot of plays. Vele’s been great for us. Even at the beginning of training camp, he’s 
been great. He was one of the best players in training camp, and just to be able to see him 
make plays — I am super happy for him, especially his journey. If you try to cloud me or 
double me, we’ve got a lot of different playmakers. You see Juwan [Johnson] make a lot of 
plays, just extending plays. Like I said, Vele — we’ve got a lot of guys that can do that, 
especially having ‘AK’ [Alvin Kamara] back. AK was huge for us today in the run game and in 
the pass game. So that was his first game, but just being able to get AK going — I feel like it’s 
going to set us up for a great future.”  
   
Considering the opponent and being on the road, would this be one of the best wins 



you’ve had in your career? “Yes, for sure. I was just talking to my people about it — I feel like 
since I’ve been here, we haven’t really beaten a good team. I feel like it’s been tough for us to 
be able to battle against good teams or great teams that make the playoffs every year. 
Baltimore’s — like I said — [they are] a contender in the AFC. So just being able to battle, 
being able to show our resilience, being able to come in here and get a ‘W’ was huge for us, 
and we have to carry it over to next week.”  
  
  
QB TYLER SHOUGH 
   
I want to start with the third-and-8 and TE Juwan Johnson with the catch-and-run. 
Based on the final touchdown there, is that a zero blitz that they sent on that play? 
Something about that last segment, just like the struggle early in the game, like to make 
that play in that moment — what kind of stood out to you there? “Yes, we had a good play 
call and I knew I was going to be hot. Juwan [Johnson] did a really good job being friendly 
there and [I] was able to dump it off to him and he just made a play with his legs. He’s hard to 
cover [in] man or zone and then all of our guys have that ability to get that YAC. So, it was just 
a great, great finish, after some of the stuff that we needed to clean up early on.”  
   
Do you feel like you used your legs a little bit more early on? Did you make a more 
concerted effort to do it with scramble drills, broken plays kind of thing early on versus 
last week, or was that just the second half? “They did a good job kind of keeping a shell on 
everything, keeping it in front of them, and we knew that was going to be part of the game 
plan. How do I take as [many] yards I can, step up, be able to dump it off and still take shots. 
So, it was going to be a patient but aggressive game, and I think we did a good job with that. 
We just had self-inflicted wounds with penalties and some negative plays earlier on, so I think 
we shored that up and we keep climbing.”  
   
Did you feel OK after that missed face-mask call on that sneak? “Yes, that one, that one 
hurt a little bit. I got kind of folded a couple times, but I was able to get in there. We would like 
to not make it as close, but yes, I think that’s definitely something to look at. That’s, you know, I 
was going to reach for it but getting your head pulled off is tough.”  
   
This is two games now this season where you guys have kind of found it late. Is there 
something you just like about playing in that scenario where you've kind of got to just 
take over in the fourth quarter? “Yes, I love, love those moments just because in my head, 
it’s just another down and it’s just another play, and we have repped all of that stuff. We have 
repped; we prepared for a lot of those moments, so on the outside it feels like this may be the 
game, but it genuinely feels like let’s just go play. That’s the best part about it. Earlier on, we 
just, like I said, we had the penalties and that kind of killed us and, again, it’s football. They’re 
going to have some good plays too, but at the same time the way we operate, the stuff we can 
control, our communication, I feel like we’re hard to stop that way.”  
   
What can a win like this do for this team going forward? “It shows who we are as a team 
just [from] top to bottom — offense, defense [and] special teams playing together. The juice 
that we have coming in their stadium, first time home opener and being able to kind of bounce 
back from last week and continue to climb. So, we feel like we’re never out of it and we have 
just got to kind of find ways to keep growing throughout the rest of the season to shore those 
things up, and there’s always going to be little things. But that’s a really good football team and 
it shows us that we believe in ourselves even more. So, we’re ready to keep going.”  
   
Forgive me if you’ve already answered this question, but just in that goal-to-go 



situation, late in the fourth, did that false start, that penalty that pushed you back, did 
that kind of almost give you some opportunity maybe to burn a little bit of time? Did that 
work in an advantageous way in the end? “We weren’t thinking about it from that 
perspective. I think we want to score there. We’re trying to get in. Obviously, stuff like that can’t 
happen. We got the look that we wanted and, thankfully, we were able to finish it and get in a 
couple plays later. In that moment, you know, we’re trying to win.”  
   
Did you feel like, on third down, that sneak — that you were in? “I feel so. I felt like, both 
of them, I was in. You know, obviously I’m not going to — third down, can’t reach for it and 
stuff like that, but I felt like I was over it. Down there it’s tough, just from different angles, but 
both of them we felt pretty confident about.”  
   
What is it about third downs that you guys seem to bring the best out, even third and 
longs — you converted a couple of them today — and why is that such a successful 
thing for you all? “I think just communication and operation. I feel like if we’re on the same 
page, good things can happen, and we just operate in that way and try to put a lot of 
preparation into those things. They’re hard situations. They’re not always going to be great, but 
I feel like if we can manage those and keep them to manageable situations, then we can have 
some success.”  
   
This is the biggest win that you and head coach Kellen Moore have had together. What 
is it about him that just keeps you so calm in these situations like this? “[Head coach 
Kellen Moore]’s kind of mantra is ‘go for it.’ We’re always going to go for it no matter the 
situation. We’re going to keep chunking it away. Anything that we’re doing, he’s just 
levelheaded. We have our leaders on the team that he really employs us to go out there and 
speak life into the guys, and he also does a really good job of still being himself and being 
aggressive and allowing, [defensive coordinator] Coach [Brandon] Staley, all the coaches to go 
out there and do their best. So, I feel like it’s been so much fun being able to learn and play for 
him and we want to keep doing that.”  
   
Head coach Kellen Moore had a pretty big smile when he walked in here, which we 
normally don’t see. Did this game mean a little bit more to him? “Man, I think [head coach 
Kellen Moore] just understands it’s a long week of preparation. It’s really hard to be able to put 
together a full game plan and win and go against a really good team like that, and then it’s a 
culmination. So, you have got to be able to really enjoy it and learn from it and reset. So, you 
try and take all those things and deep down, whether it’s a win or a loss, you really want to feel 
it and you want to keep moving. So, it’s good to see him show some stuff too, but he’s like that 
every day, man. You guys don’t obviously get to see it, but he’s always levelheaded, he’s 
positive and it keeps us going.”  
   
Did head coach Kellen Moore show any emotion post-game at all? “No, we just got some 
game balls out there per usual. We got the game balls out going again, and that’s always fun 
whenever we get those rolling. You just felt the juice in the locker room. You felt the 
energy. Man, we love each other, and you could tell it means a lot.”  
   
TE Juwan Johnson’s kind of impact on this offense, even when he’s not catching 
passes —  his ability to just kind of always be there, be ready and make plays, like how 
does that help you for this season? “Yes, I mean, [Juwan Johnson]’s such a tremendous 
person for me on and off the field. He’s always kind of like a safety blanket, but he’s also 
freakishly athletic and can win versus any coverage. So, when you have that relationship, it’s 
hard not to rely on him. You've got other playmakers as well, so we feel like we have really 
good matchups all over the field, and it starts with him too. So, being able to dump it off to him 



or maybe isolate him in one-on-ones, [with] stuff like that, he’s going to be key for us going 
forward.”  
   
What did you think of TE Juwan Johnson’s juke there on the third down? “I didn’t get to 
see it. I was on the ground, but I’m excited to look back and watch it, but that’s who [Juwan 
Johnson] is, man, he’s a ball player.”  
   
Did you get to talk to QB Lamar Jackson after the game? “Yes, I got to say, ‘What’s up?’ to 
[Lamar Jackson]. I am a huge fan of his. He’s an unbelievable player. What he means to 
Louisville and obviously this city, who he is and as a person too, so it was cool to dap him up 
and everything and it was a good game as a team to be able to kind of finish out there.”  
   
What’s kind of your mindset when the defense gets a stop and you know you’re going 
to get the ball back for a chance to go win the game? Do you just try to stay as normal 
as possible in that moment? “Yes, just like I said, just how do we operate? It's just another 
rep. If you fail that rep, you can always work on the next one, you have the next one coming 
up, you have success and you have to finish the drive. So, it’s kind of a continual process, and 
it’s all situation-based. It’s all play clock, time clock, timeouts – where are we out on the field? 
What am I expecting? How do we manage that? How do we keep going forward? So, it’s all 
those things and I think when you have that operation [and] you have your process, you don’t 
really think about the result.”  
   
Do you have to kind of train out, some of the emotional end of it — from the outside, 
you’re just kind of lost in the emotion. Do you kind of zone out on that almost? “Yes, it’s 
a long game. You have to think about it analytically. You have to keep going. You can feel the 
emotions afterwards, but even then they were driving, I was ready to go play in overtime, so 
I’m still ready to go regardless. That’s football, man. That’s why you love it; you have to keep 
going no matter what the circumstances.”  
   
I was talking to some people in the locker room saying you have the “it factor.” How 
would you describe that? What is the “it factor” for this team and for you? “Man, I just 
feel like — that’s awesome to hear from one of your teammates, but I think more than 
anything, it’s a lot of the guys on our team have that ‘it factor.’ To me it’s regardless of the 
circumstance, whatever happens, whatever is happening, let’s just go make a play. We can 
draw up the perfect play but at the same time you have got to go execute. For me, that’s where 
I feel like I can continue to get better, continue to grow because we had too many mistakes 
earlier on, I think we can really dial it [in].”  
   
Do you like trying to manage with your back against the wall — do you enjoy that? 
“Yes, like I said earlier, to me it’s literally just another play. It’s fun because you’re doing it with 
all your best friends; you’re doing it together. We’re riding and dying with each other and that’s 
when you can have some elite play, elite success. You’re out there grinding, and I think you 
look back at it afterwards, it’s like, man, that was a big moment, but I mean, if I’m genuinely 
being honest, it feels like how do we just keep going?”  
   
When you play a video game, do you put it on the hardest setting immediately? “Yes — I 
don’t get to play video games anymore. That's long gone, but I think that starts with practice, 
though. You go against our defense in practice. The way they played; practices are tough. 
Like, you guys see it, ball camp’s tough. You’re going against those looks, but that kind of 
prepares you for [the] season [with] that level of difficulty.”  
   
 



Did you see the headline from Baltimore’s defensive coordinator Anthony Weaver about 
you being a “poor man’s Josh Allen?” Did you see that? “Yes, I saw it. A bunch of the 
coaches were telling me about it the whole time, just called me ‘poor man’ and I loved it. I 
knew what [Baltimore Ravens defensive coordinator Anthony Weaver] meant by it, but yes, 
obviously [Josh Allen]’s an elite player, but it fires me up.”  
  
  
EDGE CHASE YOUNG 
   
One of the things head coach Kellen Moore mentioned about going up against a player 
like QB Lamar Jackson is you have to be kind of relentless. How did you view that? 
“Yes, like I said last week, [we had to] stay in our rushing lanes, be aware of where [Lamar 
Jackson] is, and just know how to rush dual threats.”  
   
Do you think that the consistent pressure that you got on him today had an impact, 
especially on that last play there? “Yes, I think it is more so that, but it is us, but it is also the 
back end too, giving us time to get there, and that just tying in with each other, getting there 
and covering — front and coverage. I think we did enough today.”  
   
What is kind of going through your head when you see S Julian Blackmon camping 
under that ball that last second? “Whew.” (laughter)  
   
When QB Tyler Shough is doing what he has done the last two weeks in the fourth 
quarter, what does that do for the team, just kind of seeing him consistently deliver 
in those big moments? “I’m proud of [Tyler Shough]. [We] always believe. I’m just proud of 
him, man. I’m just happy, honestly. [I’m] happy that he is playing well, happy for him, happy for 
our team.”  
   
What was your confidence like heading into this game? “That we can hang with anybody. 
Sometimes you have to learn how to win [and] learn how to finish, and I think we are right on 
time.”  
   
We heard you say ‘no moral victories’ during the week. How does getting this win kind 
of change the dynamic for this team to get this actual victory? “Yes, it feels good. Yes, no 
more moral victories. We want [wins], and if it comes down to the wire, then we just have to 
tough it out, but we want to win.”  
   
RB Derrick Henry got going a little bit in the first half. What changed in the second half? 
How did you kind of keep him under wraps? “I would not even really say a lot changed. I 
would just say we just keep fighting. Obviously, [Derrick Henry] is a future Hall of Famer, 
so sometimes he is going to get his. He is arguably the best in the league, so with all respect, 
[we] just keep attacking. Just keep on attacking everything that, as a defense, we see, and that 
is all we can do.”  
   
Were you sweating out at all the replay review on that sneak? “Ball don’t lie, man.”  
 
  
 
 
 
 

 



BALTIMORE RAVENS 
 
 
HEAD COACH JESSE MINTER  
   
Opening Statement: “All right, give the Saints a lot of credit. They outplayed us, especially in 
the second half. [We] had a lot of opportunities to turn that game the way we wanted to turn it 
[and] did not take advantage o it. Really, we can look at things probably in all three phases, 
starting with me — start with the coaches first, it is always going to be that way. But really all 
three phases, [there were] plays that — you know — never extended the game where we 
probably could have, and then [we] let them keep kind of hanging around. [We allowed them] 
third-down conversions, things like that. And so, we will look at ourselves first and try to 
improve and get better. Again, [give] credit to them, and with that, I will open up for questions.”  
   
On that fourth-down try at the goal line, did the Saints get into the end zone? (Jamison 
Hensley) “Yes, that is such a — you know — interesting play. I give our guys a lot of credit. I 
felt like [on] back-to-back plays, our front did a really nice job. You know, those are so 
subjective; it is so hard to tell. It is what it is, honestly.”  
   
On the offensive possession that you guys had with — I think — about eight minutes 
left, you throw it deep on third-and-one, then punt on fourth-and-one. Can you describe 
the decisions there? (Kyle Goon) “Yes, just — you know — it’s a play that we liked. Thought 
we had a shot there for an explosive. Obviously, it didn’t work out, so it is always going to be 
[everyone] looking at it after the fact. But yes, that’s what happened.”  
   
What did you see on the challenge that you guys ended up losing? (Cordell Woodland) 
“Yes, so, you know, [it’s] the difference between third-and-10 and third-and-5. I thought the ball 
was moving a little bit and thought the ground may have assisted it. Again, those are 
subjective. I felt like it was a critical point in the game based on the field position. They are 
probably in four-down mode regardless there, but the difference in the third downs trying to 
give us a chance there.”  
   
Why do you think the Saints were so successful on third downs today? (Pete Gilbert) 
“Well, it is a bunch of different things. We let them off the hook on some simple checkdowns 
where we didn’t leverage the ball. [There were] a few of those and missed a chance at a 
couple of interception-type plays. And again, we weren’t tight and clean the way we need to be 
on third down. Again, [it] starts with me, putting the guys in the best position to be successful. 
So, definitely an area we will chase improvement.”  
   
It seems like you guys went away from RB Derrick Henry a little bit in the second half. I 
think he only had five carries. Just, I mean, what sort of happened there? Did you just 
get away from him, or was that just part of the gameplan? (Brian Wacker) “Yes, I think a 
little bit was ... You know, we started to get some of the looks of them cheating down to stop 
the run and have a chance to really open it up. But again, we’ll look at everything, and we’ll 
study ourselves first. We’ll take accountability for how it went and go from there.”  
   
You had that one possession where I think OLB Trey Hendrickson and OLB Mike Green 
each get sacks and pushed QB Tyler Shough back all the way. After that, they lost their 
left tackle. Why was it so difficult to get that kind of pressure on Shough the rest of the 
game? (Kyle Goon) “Yes, I think they did a good job of just getting the ball out really fast from 
that point on. Obviously, you lose a tackle and so they committed a little bit to the run game on 
that next drive, and then when they were getting rid of the ball really fast I would say, running 



some of those types of plays to get it out of his hands, things like that. So again, we will have 
to keep chasing rush and coverage being connected and working together. You know, that is 
the type of game where we need our rush and coverage to win us the game on those last two 
drives, and we did not get it done.”  
   
Did T Ronnie Stanley just reach a point he could not go anymore or was there an 
aggravation of the injury? (Jeff Zrebiec) “No, I think — give credit to Ronnie, man. He gave 
us everything he had, dealing with a situation. So, we felt like at some point that might happen 
and thought the guys went in there and did an OK job.”  
   
How disappointing was it for this to be the home opener and to welcome fans back, with 
the fans excited about it? (Jonas Shaffer) “Yes, look, losses are all disappointing, especially 
at home. Everybody is going to just say the same old thing of having a lead and things like 
that. So, we will own this. We’ll look in the mirror; we’ll figure out what we can do to improve. 
That is the main thing. It’s early in the season, [and] we were missing a few key guys, but that 
is a game we need to find a way to win, especially when we have a lead like that. So, we’ll look 
at ourselves first, try to get better this week and go to the next one.”  
   
  
TE MARK ANDREWS 
   
I know you have not had much time to process since you have been out there, but was 
that a touchdown from your vantage point? “I think that those are tough calls to make. 
Obviously, there are a lot of people in the pile. I thought [the] defense did a good job holding 
up.”  
   
Fourth quarter, and the second half in general for the offense, what were you seeing 
from their defense that was shutting you guys out? “I think it is going to be all about us. 
We are going to be able to look at this film and see the ‘why.’ There were some times where 
we were not moving the ball the way we should, and it is going to be all about us learning from 
our mistakes and getting better. I have so much confidence in this team.”  
   
Is it fair or unfair to look at some of the problems that arose in this whether it was 
the defense not being able to hold on late, giving up the late lead, not having it go your 
way at home? Is that unfair to try and tie it to last season? Are they repeated things that 
you see happening? “I mean, this is an individual game. There is a lot of good football being 
played. I think we controlled a lot of this game and we did not come out with the win. Like I said 
[before], this is a different team [with] different energy. This is not par for the course. We are 
going to learn from this and continue to be better and capitalize when we need to capitalize.”  
   
It is only one but is it difficult to have it go this way at home? “We want to defend our turf 
and we are going to take pride in that this year. [We are] not satisfied with the outcome today, 
and that is why we are going to get back to work. These fans and everybody in this city 
deserve [for us] to show up and show out — because that is what they did tonight. We need to 
get it done for them.”  
   
What was the message post-game from head coach Jesse Minter today? “[It was] just 
continuing to get better [and] staying together. We talked all preseason about just moving on to 
the next play. It is going to be a next-game mentality. [By] just focusing on ourselves and trying 
to be the best that we can be. [I am] excited for this next week.”  
 
   



There have been a lot of positive things around this team throughout the offseason. 
What is the key in responding here in a tough moment? “It is a long season. You are 1-1. 
There are 17 games [and] we have 15 left. I think that is the beauty of it [is that] there is so 
much opportunity left.”  
   
DL Calais Campbell was telling us it feels like, in regards to some of these letdown 
losses and not being able to hold fourth-quarter leads, that history is irrelevant here. Is 
that how you feel about this game? Do you feel like it is connected to some of these 
others? “Not at all. I feel like this is a whole new team with a whole new energy. These guys, 
this coaching staff, everybody — there is not one similarity [that] I can feel. I feel like this team 
is built for adversity, built to get better [and] learn from our mistakes. Head coach [Jesse] 
Minter always preaches on just trying to learn from our mistakes, moving on and getting on to 
the next play. It is about the next game now.”  
   
You have to move quickly, and Rio de Janeiro is new for you guys to play over there. 
Not so much a time change or anything like that. Having the game there, have you heard 
anything about the field conditions there, with the soccer teams being concerned? “I just 
saw one [report] that they are unsure about it. For us, it is just about being professionals [and] 
being ready to go. Whatever happens, happens.”  
  
  
WR RASHOD BATEMAN 
   
Was it just a miscommunication with QB Lamar Jackson on that last play? “No, 
[there] was no miscommunication at all. [I] ran the right route, looked up [and] the ball was 
what it was. That is really what it is. It is just one of those plays that you look at it and you can’t 
get it back. Lamar [Jackson] played well. I think we all played well. [There] is just a lot of clean-
up to do.”  
   
Why did you feel like the offense was just less explosive in the second half? It really 
moved the ball well in the first half. What happened out there? “I don’t know. It is hard to 
tell. [There] is a lot to look at. We just got done playing. It is hard to say without looking at the 
tape. I am going to go back and look at the tape and see what those mistakes are.”  
   
Is it frustrating to feel like the same sort of things cropped up, whether it be penalties or 
self-inflicted stuff in some cases? “I would say so. I think for any situation it is tough to deal 
with when you know you are beating yourself, but we live to fight another day. It is only Week 
2. None of us in here [are] fixing to sit here and stress out and cry about it. We're all grown 
men. We know what we have got to go do to fix it. Everybody is on that accord right now.”  
   
Over the years, the Ravens have had some trouble finishing in that fourth quarter. 
You’ve heard that question before. Why do you think there’s some repeated difficulty in 
closing out games? “It is football, for one. I don’t think it has got anything to do with the 
Ravens. Y’all’s stats are what [they are], but football is football. We can’t get caught up in the 
stats and what people want it to look like. We have got to go play the game for what the 
Ravens want it to look like. Today it wasn’t that, obviously. We didn’t get the dub. We just go 
fix what we can and see what we can do next week.”  
   
How do you move forward from here to next week in Brazil? “[By] being grown. [You] just 
put it in the toilet, flush it and move on. [There isn’t anything] we can do about this game today 
when we know we have got to play the Cowboys next week. It is what it is.”  
   



How do you think the offense operated today without WR Zay Flowers? “I think we did 
really well. Obviously, losing Zay [Flowers] always hurts. He is our one receiver. [A] very 
dynamic guy. But the guys that we have got, are able to get the job done as well. We just 
came up short. We have come up short with Zay on the field before. We have come up short 
without Zay on the field. That is football. We just go [and] keep putting our best foot forward.”  
   
How do you balance learning from this loss but also moving on to the next game? “Most 
of us in here have been playing football since we were five years old. We [have] lost games 
before. We still ended up here. We have got to find a way to keep pushing forward [and] to fix 
what we know we can fix and just be better. It is definitely self-explanatory. It is easier said 
than done, but [there] is a lot of small things, nothing crazy. We know we are a good football 
team and we just have got to go prove it.”  
  
  
DL CALAIS CAMPBELL 
   
I’ve been asking everybody, from your vantage point on that fourth-down play for the 
Saints, did they cross the goal line? “I am one of those people [that says] what the referee 
calls, is what it is. We fought [as] hard as we could fight to keep them out of the end zone. We 
will watch the tape and really see what it looks like, but the referee called it. We have to live 
with it. It’s football. It just is what it is.”  
   
Why did you feel like you guys couldn’t get pressure on QB Tyler Shough down the 
stretch? You had pressure for a lot of the game, but those last few drives it was tough. 
“I felt like [there were] just way too many missed opportunities out there today. Football is such 
a momentum game, and we let them get into a rhythm late. It was hard to get them out of that 
rhythm. They did a good job of calling quick throws and getting to the playmakers. Just from 
the naked eye without watching the tape [there were] just so many missed opportunities, 
especially tackling. We have to really emphasize and get better at tackling. I feel like there was 
a lot of opportunities that we did not take advantage of there, and it cost us.”  
   
When you have those missed opportunities, does that sort of play on you or the team in 
terms of either pressing too much or mentally impacting you guys? “We want to win 
games. When you miss opportunities and lose a game, it is disappointing. We prepared really 
hard, and [we] go out there with the mindset that we are going to win. Then, when you miss 
your opportunities, and you lose, it is a tough feeling. I will say that adversity is a truth-teller. 
How we respond is going to be crucial to who we are as a team [and] who this team is. I know 
what kind of guys we’ve got. That is why I am so disappointed right now. You cannot let games 
like this slip away. We have too many of the right pieces. We will not make any excuses. There 
are a lot of excuses if people were looking for them. At the end of the day, we've just got to be 
more disciplined. We’ve got to execute better.”  
   
Even though you guys have changed so much and the team has changed so much over 
those years, how hard is it for a team to change its identity when some of these late-
game situations just seem to keep happening every year? “What is funny is the history 
really doesn’t matter. I mean, you can go through and look at all the history. It is just in this 
moment, in this game, we have to execute to win the ball game. We did not get it done. You 
could talk about it from a story standpoint, but at the end of the day, in this moment, we did not 
get it done. Our history is irrelevant to the future of where we want to go. It just comes down to 
how we respond and our execution going forward.”  
 
   



On third downs, the Saints were 8-for-15. They were 2-for-2 on fourth down. By not 
getting off the field, how deflating is that? Why were they so successful in those 
situations? “I mean, that is the game, right? [The] money down is third down. When you find a 
way to extend drives, you give yourself a chance to get points. They found a way to extend 
drives, especially in the second half. We will watch the tape and figure out why that is, and 
we’ll get better. This team — if we are who I think we are — which you really do not know until 
you get out there and compete, but we’ve got to respond. How we respond is critical to who we 
are going to be this year. I’ve got faith in my guys, but we’ve got to watch the tape. We’ve got 
to be critical. We’ve got to respond.”  
   
Is there anything in particular that you want to take away from the game that you want 
to be able to implement next week on the personal front? “We all should look ourselves in 
the mirror. I had maybe three opportunities to get TFLs today, and I missed them – all three of 
them. It led to shorter down and distances that they were able to get on third down and fourth 
down. I feel like personally, I cannot miss those plays. I’ve got to be better. I know who I am, 
and I know what I am capable of. Just looking inward, I feel like if the game is on the line, and 
you are counting on me, I can show up, and I can make that play. For us to go where we want 
to go, to be the team we want to be, we all have to look ourselves in the mirror and make our 
plays.”  
  
  
RB DERRICK HENRY 
  
The offense really changed from the first half to the second. What do you attribute to 
that? “It’s not good enough. We just weren’t good enough in the second half to win this game. 
We were put in a position to win this game. We just have to be better. We just weren’t good 
enough – at all.”  
  
In terms of finishing games, that was something that was a point of emphasis 
throughout last year too. What do you think you guys need to do to finish these games 
stronger? “We didn’t finish today. [We played with] some adversity — something that we 
probably need — [it] came early. Obviously, we wanted to win, we didn’t win, but there is a lot 
to learn from and fix. So, we go into next week being ready and being better than this week for 
sure.”  
   
What were you seeing them doing to kind of limit the explosive plays you guys were 
able to do offensively? “Yes, they had a good gameplan – the credit goes to them. They did 
a great job of limiting the explosives and, you know, being where they needed to be for those 
not to occur. We’ve just got to be better. We weren’t the better team today, as far as offense 
against their defense, and we will watch the film and fix that for sure.”  
   
You’re on the sideline for that long drive that the Saints had in the fourth quarter that 
ate up a lot of clock. What were you guys thinking on the sideline as the defense was 
trying to stop them at all costs? “Go score. Whatever happens, we need to go get points.”  
   
You said there was a lot to learn from this game. What’s one thing that you feel like you 
learned about this team today? “We are going to stick together. I mean, we are always going 
to be close. Obviously, we didn’t get the result we wanted; [it left a] bad taste in our mouth, but 
like I said, it is just a little adversity. It is all about how we respond, and I know the guys are 
going to respond the right way [by] watching the film, correcting things and moving on to Dallas 
and being ready for Rio.”  
   



How can you make this more of a hiccup instead of a bridge to something bigger like it 
kind of turned into last year — what does that look like for you guys? “Yes, I mean, we 
know what type of team we’ve got — we have in our locker room — so, you know, we are not 
going to flinch. [We’ll] be a man about it. They were the better team today. [We’ll] watch the 
film, fix what we need to get fixed and be ready to move on.”  
   
As the game moved on, did you feel like they put more people closer to the line of 
scrimmage, or were they pretty consistent with their run defense gameplan? “I think it 
really didn’t matter if they put people down [at the line of scrimmage] or not. We want to run the 
ball, [and] we have to dictate how we move the line of scrimmage, and me doing my job. At the 
end of the day, we just have to be better. I have to be better in the run game; we have to be 
better as a team, as an offense and fix those things and be ready to go. Nobody [is] going to 
be negative. We know what we need [to do]. We need to watch the film, move past this and 
get ready for next week.”  
   
Derrick, were you disappointed not to get the ball on that third-and-1 with about nine 
minutes left? “No, I mean, we are going to ride with 'Dec’ [offensive coordinator Declan 
Doyle], whatever he calls. We just have to go make a play. Obviously, we didn’t, but if [Chris 
Moore] caught the ball, it would be a whole different story. We are going to ride with ‘Dec,’ 
man. He called a [play], [he] wanted to take a shot, and it didn’t work out this time. But, we are 
going to still do what we need to do to be better next time.”  
   
With the fourth quarter going the way it went today, does the past creep into your mind 
at all about the fourth-quarter troubles? “No, we’re not going to do that. It just didn’t work 
out today. We wanted the result to be different. We wanted to come out here [and win]. The 
[White Noise] crowd was great. We’re sorry we didn’t get the ‘dub,’ but stick with us. We’re 
determined; we’re focused. They were the better team today. That’s going to happen. 
Adversity comes, and this one came early, so we just have to fix it. We’ll be alright.”  
  
  
OLB TREY HENDRICKSON 
   
How disappointing is the result, being outscored 15-0 in the fourth quarter? “It is the 
National Football League, right? There is a lot to correct. It is a win-loss league. You do not get 
any of them back. [The New Orleans Saints] are a good football team — credit to them — but, 
we have a lot to correct on defense and [we are] looking forward to next week.”  
   
What was it in the fourth quarter? Was QB Tyler Shough getting the ball out really fast? 
What was giving you guys problems mostly defensively? “[They have a] talented roster, 
right? They make plays too. It was our job to make a stop. You know, it is what it is.”  
   
What do you make of that goal line stand where the New Orleans Saints scored? “That is 
kind of what my pause was — it is what it is.”  
   
How tough is it as a defense confidence-wise when they are converting as many third-
and-longs as they were? I mean, it has to take a toll mentally after a while. “Yes, that is 
something that we are going to have addressed. You know, it is rush and coverage together. 
When we had good coverage, sometimes our rush was not there, and sometimes when our 
rush was good, the coverage was not there. So, playing as a unit is something we need to 
figure out — what our ‘2026 Ravens identity’ is moving forward. Like I said, [it’s a] win-loss 
league, you take it on the chin and move on.”  
  



  
CB MARLON HUMPHREY 
   
Could you take us through the fourth down from your perspective — when the ball 
comes out, what’s going through your mind? “Touchdown.”  
   
You thought it was a touchdown? “I mean, it was a touchdown. It just was what it was.”  
   
How were you guys feeling on that 16-play drive that the Saints had that ate up a lot of 
clock in the fourth? “Yes, not that good. Obviously, [we] wanted to get off the field. They 
made some good first downs on third down, and we kind of just could not get off the field. That 
is kind of the moral of the story for the second half.”  
   
There was a lot of talk about losing fourth quarter leads last year, I guess how were you 
guys motivated to try to change that? “Yes, I think this week there were two things — 
obviously going into the season and then just coming to the home opener — winning in front of 
our fans, and not kind of doing what we did today. I mean, it is definitely a little disappointing. It 
is just disappointing. We felt coming in at halftime like we did not really... then we kind of went 
out and it just did not go well. So, it seems like there is serious disappointment amongst the 
guys, but like [head] Coach [Jesse] Minter said, we will come in tomorrow and come in with the 
mindset to fix things instead of letting this kind of go on and on.”  
   
How do you balance learning from this game as opposed to also just moving on to the 
next game? “Obviously, I have been in the league for 10 years, but the consensus amongst 
the team is like, everyone is kind of tired of doing what we just did. I think it is a lot of older 
guys — a lot of guys that it just feels like it is time. So, kind of having this — hopefully we will 
make this a hiccup and not [let] this be a bridge that is final and cannot be repaired. So, there 
will definitely be some things getting right, and we just cannot let this linger too long.”  
  
  
QB LAMAR JACKSON 
   
Opening Statement: “Like I said last week, before I say anything, I just want to thank Jesus 
Christ for coming out here [and] supporting us like He always does, [and for] waking us up [and 
letting] us perform. Even though we did not come out with a victory, we still have all our guys 
here healthy.”  
   
I know you weren't out on the field for that Saints fourth down, but from your vantage 
point, do you think the Saints scored on that play? (Jamison Hensley) “I am a Raven. I 
don’t think they scored. But the refs went with their call, and it is what it is.”  
   
What happened on that last play, the interception to end the game? (Cordell Woodland) 
“We were just trying to make something happen. It was just the same group of guys out there. I 
feel like they were a little fatigued, and how I played it, it was a timing thing. I feel like I want 
that pass back, though. I feel like I want that pass back.”  
   
Did it seem like WR Rashod Bateman cheated on the route? (Mike Preston) “No, no, no. 
[Rashod Bateman] ran his route. He ran his route, man. He just made a play. That is all it 
was.”  
   
 
 



Since 2019, this is the 15th time the Ravens have not been able to hold a fourth-quarter 
lead and win the game. Why do you think that is? (Jamison Hensley) “Things just don’t go 
our way sometimes, at the wrong time. That is what I believe. Certain calls happen — we get 
the momentum going, get [it] brought back, [and we have] penalties here and there. Anything 
can go down. That is why I believe we have not been finishing, or we have the lead and we 
don’t have it anymore. We just have to tighten up.”  
   
The sequence where the defense got two sacks, and you guys get the ball back at 
midfield late in the third quarter and moved backwards — looking back, how critical was 
that sequence to leading to what happened in the fourth quarter? (Luke Jones) 
“Extremely critical. Our defense did a great job, and when we get so close to punching the ball 
in, [or when] we’re driving the ball downfield, or on the opposite side of our opponent’s territory, 
we would like points there, [whether it’s a] field goal [or] touchdown. I prefer touchdowns. I 
don’t want to put [Tyler] Loop out there at all. Don’t get me wrong, I love our kicker — but I just 
love scoring touchdowns. I am an offensive player. But I believe that played a part to it, too, 
because we should be scoring points for our defense and our special teams.”  
   
How much do the penalties and the negative plays hurt? It didn’t really hurt you last 
week because you were so sharp otherwise, but it is the second straight week with 
quite a few offensive penalties and also some negative sacks. (Jeff Zrebiec) “Like you 
said, last week we were able to overcome them, but this week we weren’t. So, that is why we 
have to clean things like that up. It starts in practice, though. We have to get better at 
practicing having no holding [penalties] and whatever they were calling, because I believe 
some of them. It wasn’t a hold on Chris [Moore], I don’t believe, but the refs are doing their job 
at the same time. We just have to clean that up and hopefully thrive.”  
   
So much has changed over the offseason, and you guys have been talking about being 
at your best when your best is needed. How disappointing is it to sort of come out in the 
first home game and kind of lose like this? What do you kind of look back on personally 
about what you want to do better in a game like this? (Kyle Goon) “Oh, not just [at] home 
— any [game]. It doesn’t matter where we [are] playing. I don’t want to lose at all, and I believe 
none of our guys want to lose. Coaches, everyone, we are all one unit, but we wouldn’t like to 
come in on an opener and lose at home, especially with the new jerseys and stuff like that. 
But, things happen. Things didn’t go our way out there, but hopefully we [are] prepared next 
time.”  
   
I know you guys didn’t have WR Zay Flowers today, but why do you think you guys 
weren’t able to have as many explosive plays on the offensive side today? (Cordell 
Woodland) “We weren’t finishing drives, man. We just weren’t finishing. We had the penalties 
and stuff like that that killed us, too. We just have to overcome a few things, clean that up, and 
we will be good.”  
   
Is it frustrating to have to say ‘not finishing’ again? We have heard that come out of 
your mouth a few times. (Morgan Adsit) “No. Not really, because I see what we can be. I 
see what we are capable of. I see it day in and day out. New Orleans just did a great job 
today.”  
  
  
OLB TAVIUS ROBINSON 
   
What were the Saints doing in the fourth quarter that allowed them to have success? “I 
think, you know, we 've just got to, at the end of the day, go in and look at the film, and [look for 



things that] we have to fix and the stuff that we could have played better, and then go from 
there.”  
   
Third downs — when they start converting them, does it become a confidence thing a 
little bit, in that situation, too, do you think? “[It’s] kind of the same thing. Like it’s just – we 
have to be on our stuff, and we have to make sure that we’re executing the best we can on 
third down.”  
   
Is it frustrating that you guys have a chance to kind of change the narrative about this 
team and fulfill that when your best is needed, and you missed that opportunity in a 
game like this? “Of course it is — it’s not our standard, but at the end of the day, we have to 
go back to the film tomorrow, get better, and it’s a long season.”  
   
What did you think of New Orleans Saints QB Tyler Shough? “[Tyler Shough is a] good 
quarterback. He is a great quarterback.”  
  
  
ILB ROQUAN SMITH 
   
Opening Statement: “Over the last six months, everything has been ascending, ascending, 
ascending, and I think this is the first real test, in a sense, of adversity. I just think it is about 
how we are going to respond. Obviously, no sides of the ball played the way we wanted to 
play, and especially on the defensive side of the ball, we did not play to the standard that we 
hold ourselves to, so I think it is the first test of adversity. It is about how you would respond, 
and I think that is the truth-teller for us all, and it is going to be like how we respond this coming 
week, but obviously we have to learn from this one.”  
   
When you lose a game like this in the fourth quarter — we know kind of the history with 
that with the Ravens — does it creep in your mind at all when you get to the fourth 
quarter and the game is kind of slipping away like that? “Not at all. You cannot dwell on 
the past at the end of the day. Obviously, people say history repeats itself in some ways, but 
you cannot think like that [or] have that mentality, because at the end of the day, you would 
always want it on your shoulders in order to win. And like I said, we obviously did not finish the 
way we wanted to finish, and I think it is the first true test of adversity. So, it is about how we 
are going to respond, and I think that is what it is going to be from here.”  
   
No one was in on that last play more than you. Was that a touchdown? “At the end of the 
day, whatever the refs call on the field, that is what it is. I did not see it as one, but at the end 
of the day, they get paid to make the calls out there, I get paid to play ball to the best of my 
ability, so I cannot focus on what is out of my control.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PFWA Pool Reporter Jamison Hensley Interview with NFL Vice President of Instant 
Replay Mark Butterworth 
  
Question: Was there clear evidence that Tyler Shough crossed the goal line on the fourth 
down quarterback sneak (1:32 remaining, New Orleans 4th and 1, Baltimore 1 yard-line)? 
  
Mark Butterworth: “The key here is the ruling on the field is a touchdown. So, we need clear 
and obvious video evidence that he didn't score in order to reverse the on-field ruling. We 
stopped the game, it's a high-leverage play, we wanted to make sure to either find clear and 
obvious video evidence that he didn't score or to confirm the call on the field. We exhausted all 
available angles and could not prove clear and obvious that he did not break the plane of the 
goal line.” 
  
Question: During any of the replays, did it show that Tyler Shough lost control of the ball at 
any point while trying to get the ball across the goal line? 
 
Butterworth: “No. If he did lose control of the ball, we would need to find, after he regained 
possession, if the ball broke the plane of the goal line. In that mass of players, we weren't able 
to find clear and obvious video evidence that the ball did not break the plane of the goal line. 
Therefore, the ruling on the field stands.” 
 


