
 
  

MINNESOTA VIKINGS VS. NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 
SUNDAY, OCT. 11, 2026 ● CAESARS SUPERDOME 

SAINTS POSTGAME NOTES 
 

• The Saints fell to the Minnesota Vikings, 23-13, at the Caesars Superdome on Sunday, dropping 
to 1-4 on the season and suffering their third consecutive home loss.  

 
• The Saints return to action Sunday, Oct. 18, on the road against the New York Giants, with a 

12:00 p.m. CT kickoff at MetLife Stadium. The game will be regionally televised on FOX (WVUE 
FOX 8 locally). 

 
• QB Tyler Shough completed 16-of-25 passes for 96 yards with 0 TDs and 2 INTs. 

 
• WR Chris Olave caught four passes for 46 yards in his 60th career game. With his first 

reception, Olave recorded his 327th career catch, moving into second place for the most 
receptions by a Saint through his first 60 contests. He surpassed RB Alvin Kamara, who 
recorded 326 receptions from 2017-20, and trails only WR Michael Thomas, who had 444 grabs 
from 2016-19. 
 

• RB Kendre Miller rushed 10 times for 30 yards and a touchdown. His two-yard rushing score 
in the second quarter capped a 15-play, 66-yard drive that included two fourth-down 
conversions and gave New Orleans a 7-3 lead. 
 

• EDGE Chase Young recovered a fumble by Vikings RB Aaron Jones in the first quarter after 
DT Khristian Boyd forced the fumble. Young returned it to the New Orleans 34-yard line, 
ending a Minnesota red-zone opportunity. Young also recorded a half-sack of QB Kyler 
Murray. 
 

• DE Carl Granderson recorded 1.5 sacks of Murray, while Young added a half-sack, giving the 
Saints two total sacks. 
 

• S Justin Reid and LB Pete Werner tied for the team lead with ten tackles apiece. 
 

• LB Danny Stutsman recorded nine tackles (four solo). 
 

• S Jonas Sanker recorded seven tackles (five solo) and recovered a fumble that he returned for 
an 87-yard touchdown, the first of his NFL career. Sanker’s touchdown was the second-longest 
fumble return in franchise history behind a 90-yard return by LB Keith Mitchell at Carolina (Nov. 
2, 2000). 
 
 



• P Ryan Wright punted four times for 229 yards (57.2 yard average), with a long of 64 yards 
and a net average of 43 yards.  

• LB Isaiah Stalbird led the team with three special teams tackles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
MINNESOTA VIKINGS VS. NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 
SUNDAY, OCT. 11, 2026 ● CAESARS SUPERDOME 

SAINTS HEAD COACH KELLEN MOORE 
 

(Opening Statement) “Obviously a disappointing game for us. I thought our defense created a couple 
of turnovers, which were big in this game. Ultimately, we had three of our own doing and weren’t able 
to play efficient enough football to give ourselves a chance to win that game. Not enough stability on 
offense to move the football against a good defense. We didn’t do our part in sustaining drives and 
giving ourselves the opportunity to score points in the end. They played better than us and coached 
better than us. For our guys, it’s about getting back to work. That’s the path we have to focus on.” 

(On what it’s going to take to get past the adversity) “You have to stick together through these types of 
storms. We have to get better. That’s the thing we have to focus on. We are going to have to get better 
during the week and give ourselves an opportunity to play better football next Sunday. That’s going to 
take all week long. Obviously, from an on-field, schematic game plan, we have to get better in all areas.” 

(On if he was prepared for Minnesota’s blitz) “I felt like we had a plan. Obviously, the plan wasn’t good 
enough. They did a great job. They got us in too many of those favorable passing situations. They were 
able to take advantage of them. We weren’t able to get those done. Obviously, that’s on me that we 
weren’t able to get that done.” 

(On his concern for QB Tyler Shough taking hits) “We need to protect him better. I have to call it better 
and put ourselves in situations where we can play more mixed-down football and throw the rock and 
get into play-action stuff. We’re just not able to do that right now.” 

(On the consecutive losses at home and his frustrations) “Obviously that’s something we pride 
ourselves on playing in this dome and how special it is. To not be able to get it done is really frustrating 
and disappointing. I think everyone feels the same way with the disappointment in it. We have to look 
at this, get better.” 

(On pre-snap penalties) “Pretty disappointing part of this game was the pre-snap (penalties) because 
they’re under our control. That’s with the different cadences and lining up. We have to line up on the 
perimeter and get set and give ourselves an opportunity there because we had three on offense. We 
had one declined at the end of the game. We had the one on special teams.” 

(On what he changed from last week to start faster) “We spent a lot of time on it with how we presented 
the openers. Thursday, we started practice with that fast start period to start practice off. We focused 
on the early part of the game. I thought our defense settled down to force the field goal. Then, we had 
the three-and-out, unfortunately. After that, I thought our guys fought back into that. I think we played 
some good football in the second quarter and put ourselves in a favorable position. We just didn’t finish 
this game the right way.” 

(On if the plan was to run the ball a lot) “Yeah. Obviously felt like we had a plan to run the football and 
sustain that and stick with it. We will have opportunities in the pass game as we go. We just weren’t 
able to sustain drives.” 

(On if he feels like they are nearing a turn for the better) “I feel like there are good moments. So much 
of this is, how do we sustain this? These games have ups and downs. We’re having a few too many 
more downs than ups. Again, the defense, I thought they did an excellent job. They put a ton of focus 
this week on the ball and attacking that thing. To get the two turnovers was huge. I thought we had a 
really good drive in there to score a touchdown. A couple of fourth-down conversions, and we were 



able to sustain the run game for a lot of that drive. I thought that was a really good finish. Ultimately, it 
wasn’t able to be sustained for the game.” 

(On the 15-play drive that led to a touchdown) “I think so much is first and second down, putting yourself 
in good third-down situations. Whether it be a penalty on a run or protection. They lead into those third-
and-longs, and we weren’t able to convert those (on the day).” 

(On QB Tyler Shough) “Tyler battled. Ultimately, we had a couple of turnovers. We’ll have to learn from 
those. We’ll have to get better. He’s battling. He’s the guy that’s going to help us get through a little bit 
of the adversity we’ve faced these last few weeks. There’s a healthy dose of football ahead of ourselves, 
and we have to focus on that. We have to focus on getting better to provide those opportunities.” 

(On if playcalling is the team’s issue) “(We have) got to focus on doing a better job in that department. 
Obviously, we’re just not getting it done in those situations, and I have to find a way to do a better job.” 

(On the lack of points) “We just have to find a way to score. It’s one score at a time. Whether it’s a one-
score or multi-score game, we have to focus on one at a time. You focus on that task, and then you’ll 
have another opportunity to score.” 

(On the turnover to start the second half) “Disappointing sudden change in the second half that started 
with a turnover. Again, all three phases, we have to play more consistent football.” 

(On LT Asim Richards coming out of the game for a series) “He’s OK. That was a planned third series, 
one rotation opportunity. We had a few guys rotate in there on a few occasions.”  

(On the reasoning for that rotation) “Through the week, we felt like we could give (Mason) Murphy one 
series there and give ourselves a different opportunity there. He’s been practicing well. He earned that 
opportunity, and we would let the rest of the game play itself out.” 

(On toying with the rhythm on the offensive line) “I think we spent all week going into that plan. I don’t 
think it was anything we did impromptu. We talked about it. We spent the whole week focused on that. 
I felt those other guys earned an opportunity to hop in there and contribute to our football game” 

(On why just one series) “One series, and then we will let the game take its course from there. Then 
we will see how the game goes. That was kind of the focus there.” 

(On K Daniel Carlson) “We just have to look at that. Obviously, we missed an opportunity there. We 
just have to get better there. We’ll certainly look at it.” 

(On illnesses with two players that did not play today) “We’ll see. We had a few guys that got sick that 
weren’t able to play in this game with [Nathan Shepherd] and [Vernon Broughton]. A few guys battling 
through that, but guys had opportunities to play, as well.” 

(On if illnesses are a concern going forward) “We had two guys that weren’t able to play. The other 
guys maybe have something, but they battled.” 

(On if he had a message for the team postgame) “Sometimes you go through storms. Inevitably, storms 
end, but we’re going through a little bit of one. You have to stick together. You have to focus on getting 
better. You have to focus on what’s moving forward. More than ever, our guys had to rally together. We 
know what these times create. There are a lot of challenges in these settings with these times when 
you’ve missed an opportunity a few weeks in a row. There is football ahead of ourselves that can be 
really good football for us, but we have to focus on the task, get better. When we are presented those 
opportunities, we have to take advantage of them.” 

(On the pressure he feels to right the ship quickly) “We have to get it right. I think our guys put a lot of 
work in this week as far as starting fast. There are a few moments there. We created two turnovers, 
which was great. I think our guys did a really good job there. We didn’t protect it enough. We had three 
turnovers, and you create a few turnovers against a defense like that that plays really good football. It’s 
going to be hard.”  

(On if RB Alvin Kamara’s back limited him today) “No. He played.” 



 

MINNESOTA VIKINGS VS. NEW ORLEANS 
SAINTS SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2026  

CAESARS SUPERDOME                               
SAINTS PLAYER QUOTES 

QB TYLER SHOUGH  
 
(On what stood out today and what it means for moving forward) “Yeah, we’ve got to put 
an emphasis on a lot of the details early on, in those early downs. There were too many 
times where we had penalties, putting ourselves behind the sticks, and that’s exactly what 
the Vikings’ defense is really good at. We’re not in advantageous situations, and now 
we’re trying to play catch-up ball. I felt guilty of that myself on that first interception, trying 
to make a play. It was a critical mistake, and we’ve got to be better all-around with those 
details. We were prepared and ready to go, but at the same time, we can’t win when you 
put ourselves in those situations.” 
 
(On if he saw the defender on his first interception) “No, I completely just missed the 
throw. I was trying to lay it over him. Just a missed throw. It was a critical mistake. I threw 
it right to him. Just got to run out of bounds. I learned a lesson, and I know I can’t do that. 
That’s awful. But at the end of the day, we just keep battling and keep going. Take it on 
the chin, like I said. We’ve got to fix up those earlier situations.” 
 
(On if the Vikings surprised him or if they resembled what he was expecting) “It was 
obviously very difficult. They presented a lot of looks. That’s what they’re extremely good 
at. I feel like we were ready for all those looks. We just didn’t execute in some of those 
moments, and now we’re in 2nd-and-20 or 3rd-and-15. Those odds aren’t really in your 
favor for those situations. We’ve got to be in those 3rd-and-5, 3rd-and-6, 3rd-and-3 
ranges, where we can convert and dictate the tempo. We had a couple of good drives 
and moments, but I don’t care who we’re playing. We’ve got to be better there. Especially 
against that team, they’re really well coached and played really well.” 

(On what would be an effective counterpunch against blitzing) “It’s a combination of 
getting the ball out of your hands and having those rippers whenever we get them. They’re 
ready for those situations where we’re getting quick ones. We had some good 
opportunities. Then, obviously, that one there at the end—the corner did a really good job 
just reading the double move and ran underneath it. They were really well prepared for 
those moments, and we knew what we were doing. We just have to execute earlier so 
we’re not in these situations where we’re kind of against the eight ball.” 



(On miscommunications with receivers) “Yeah, there were just a couple of 
miscommunications there with the receivers that obviously we can’t have. At the same 
time, I feel like we were ready for those moments. We just didn’t click at that time. I take 
responsibility for all those things. I’ve got to be able to relay that to them, and I can always 
put it in a better spot. Those are some momentum-changing plays, and it starts with the 
details earlier, with penalties and all those things that now we’re in those situations that 
we wouldn’t have been in.” 

(On how the Vikings defense affects those miscommunications) “No, I feel like that’s 
something that was obviously unique, and that’s essentially what they’re good at: causing 
a lot of communication. We’ve got to communicate at the line. We had some stuff there 
we had to clean up, and I’ve got to be able to distribute it a little bit quicker there in some 
of those moments. But I think that’s something we can learn from when it comes to playing 
our style of football, just getting up there and let’s go after it. There are things to learn 
from, but more than anything, there’s a huge emphasis on those early details of 
communication so we’re not in those situations.” 

(On the second interception trying to double-move him but he didn’t bite) “Yeah, that’s 
exactly it. 3rd-and-13, we’re in that situation where we’ve got to go get it. They were ready 
for it. We were supposed to run a different route earlier. I probably saw that one and got 
to get it out of my hands and give him a chance. Really good play by him, just knowledge 
of that. 3rd-and-13, not a really great situation when you’re down. They kind of know 
you’re expecting a shot there. We had everything we wanted, and the communication 
was good. He just made a play.” 

(On frustration on three straight losses at home) “Yeah, it’s extremely disappointing. We 
feel the city and everyone coming out and supporting. We had some moments there 
where we’re really in it, and we kind of let it slip. There’s got to be an emphasis on those 
details. We’re going to learn from this. We’re going to have two really good opportunities 
to go on the road and focus on how we can get better ourselves. More than anything, we 
want to come back with some vengeance. Whenever we’re here in the (Caesars 
Superdome) Dome, we’ve got to play better.” 

(On if defenses successfully anticipating the play after seeing it once happens often) “It 
depends on the situation. Obviously, they get an understanding of the types of routes you 
could run in certain scenarios is part of the chess match and part of the game. We are 
expecting certain coverages, too. He just made a good play on that one. He understood 
the scenario. We’ve got to be better on earlier downs so we’re not in those long-yardage 
situations trying to go get it. There’s stuff to learn from, and they made a good play, and 
we’ve got to be better earlier on, and that starts with myself.” 

(On if uneven time of possession makes it difficult to get into a rhythm) “Yeah, it’s tough 
because we had early on, three-and-out. We put together a good drive, but we only had 
a couple of possessions there. It’s tough whenever you’re waiting for a while. We’ve got 
to be better with those details when we get that opportunity. We can control some of those 
things, for sure. We’ve got to be able to play complementary football as a whole team. I 
think we’re kind of leaving the defense out to dry a couple of times, and we’ve got to be 



able to handle that better.” 

(On the team’s sense of urgency considering this is not the position they thought they’d 
be in) “No, no. This is not where we envisioned ourselves—where we feel like we’re 
capable of from a unit standpoint. We feel like we’ve got everybody we need in the 
building. If anything, it comes down to a sense of urgency with our preparation and details. 
I think some of our processes have been good, and some of the stuff hasn’t bounced our 
way. We can reevaluate some of our processes currently in some of those situations as 
far as preparation-wise. But more than anything, we were ready to go, and we understood 
the mission. They’re an undefeated team right now with a really good defense, so we 
understand it’s not going to be easy, but we have to understand that we can control a lot 
of those mistakes. I think that’s going to be our emphasis going forward: learning how not 
to lose the game before we win it. We’ve got to not shoot ourselves in the foot.” 

(On why the details aren’t consistently on point) “There are situations where we can be a 
little bit more dialed in. More than anything, it’s continued reps with all the guys. It’s a new 
challenge and a new defense every single week. There’s different things that may come 
up, and it’s about how we handle them. There are going to be mistakes, but how do we 
limit those and not make them drastic in some of those situations. I think that’s going to 
be our goal moving forward.” 

(On only getting up with his right hand and if his left hand is bothering him) “No, it wasn’t 
bothering me. It was just kind of a habit, probably throughout the week. I was not trying 
to put a bunch of weight on it, I guess, but there were no issues throughout the game. It 
didn’t really affect me that way.” 

(On handing off to the left and using right hand) “Yeah, just more of what I’ve been doing 
throughout the week from a reps standpoint, just as a precaution that way. It made it 
easier in some of those situations. I’m going to continue to get better and better each 
week.” 

(On if his left hand is broken) “There’s—I’m not even sure if I can answer that— it was 
kind of banged up a little bit this week. It didn’t really affect me, though, like I said.” 

(On his mindset to “flush” the turnovers he causes) “I think we did a good job of resetting. 
We just had some penalties where now we’re behind the eight ball, and it’s tough 
sledding. I’m guilty of some of those situations, where I’m trying to make a play on that 
interception, and I just missed it, and that’s a critical mistake. I can’t do that. Then you 
have some other scenarios where we’re driving, and the drive gets stalled out, so now we 
have to punt. It’s really tough when you’re playing that style, and we’ve got everybody we 
need. It’s about how we keep chugging away, chugging away, and then there’s a big one. 
Again, these are things to continue learning from, and I’m continuing to learn from them, 
too. There are moments when we’re having the right style of process and play, and good 
things can happen. But there’s some moments where we’ve got to shore up those little 
things because then the negative stuff arises.” 

(On why they’ve had first and second-down struggles and how he’s addressing that) 



“There’s a balance between trying to be in a good play, based on what they’re presenting, 
and also running what we are good at. That is the challenge every single week, and it 
shifts depending on what the flavor of it is. They obviously did a really good job. They’re 
really well coached, and they had a good plan. We had a good plan, too, but there were 
too many times when we got a penalty or maybe just an even-yardage play—nothing 
crazy—and now we’re in a long-yardage scenario where that’s what they’re really good 
at. I think some of that stuff isn’t going to be a perfect drive. We have to be able to put 
ourselves further down the field in some of those situations and get ourselves into better 
scenarios.” 

(On him speaking to the team in a pregame or postgame losing circle) “Yeah, I think 
there’s an aspect of we’ve got to reevaluate how we’re coming in the building every single 
day from a details standpoint, but there’s also a matter of continuing to learn, and we’re 
continuing to climb. We took a step in the wrong direction today, I would say, but it’s not 
a matter of—like I said last week—we need to completely flip the script, and we need to 
change who we are. It’s not that at all. I’m going to continue to elevate how we prepare 
as an offense and how we continue to go. That starts with me, too. By no means is there 
a matter of needing to cuss people out or do things like that. We need to continue to do 
what we’re doing from that process. We have the right people in the building, and we 
have the right process. Now, let’s put it together. We’re going to get that cleaned up, and 
it’s going to start with all of us.” 

 
EDGE CAMERON JORDAN 

(On containing the quarterback when he extends plays) “You know what he (Kyler 
Murray) is? He is a gamer. Since he got to the league, and it is no different today. He 
is a gamer. He is a hell of a competitor. Going in, you know he doesn’t have an escape 
pattern. He gets out. We tried to collapse the pocket, and we collapsed the pocket, then 
let him escape the pocket. There was success there. You’ve got to tighten up some 
things. In between the tackles, there were some yards there. We saw some success 
on defense. Ball’s out twice. Wish we could have had it a third time. We have got to 
be better.” 

(On three straight losses and the team’s record) “We’re 1-4. That is not good. No, it’s 
awful. We are sitting at a 20 percent win rate. That is not good. The only positive is 
we’ve been here before. We know how to get ourselves out of it. Not great. There are 
years here that I’ve gone undefeated. You’ve got to bring that same energy back. First 
of all, we’ve got to find a way to win, so I’m not even worried about just being at home. 
In the sky, in the alley—it does not matter. Learning how to win together. Being more 
disciplined.” 

(On the team’s morale and moving forward) “Don’t worry about morale. Look, when 
you’re losing, we’re just trying to figure out a way to win. Morale is—we’ll take a temp 



check after we win. We’re going to put our heads down. We’re going to focus on our 
next opponent, whoever that is, and then we’re going to focus on whoever’s after that. 
At the end of the day, we played a good first half and not a good enough second half. 
At the end of four quarters, what’s the scoreboard tell you? We had momentum going 
in at halftime. We lost momentum coming out of it. We can’t do that. We’ve got to be 
able to find a way to sustain energy from. It would be great to get a lead and never 
look back.” 

 

WR DEVAUGHN VELE 

(On the team’s performance in a close game at half) “You have to give credit to the 
defense. We have got to play complementary football in all three phases. I don’t think 
we did that. We’ve got 11 weeks. I feel like once we start playing complementary 
football, things will fall into line.” 

(On his confidence that the issues can be corrected in the coming weeks) “Obviously, I 
have the upmost confidence. It’s not even just saying that to be arrogant, but we know 
what we have to do. All these guys are competitors. It’s not like we want to lose every 
single game. Guys are trying to do the right things to start getting this train going. 
You’ve got to trust in the coaching, trust in the game plan and trust in the guys in this 
room that we can [turn it around].” 

 
S JONAS SANKER 
(On the emotions of losing after his touchdown gave the team the lead) “Yeah, no, I 
mean, losing sucks regardless. It definitely hurts. I felt like we really had something 
going there. Felt like we were going to be able to kind of turn it around. Generally, ever 
since I've been here, we've always been a team that's really good at finishing games. 
We start to come alive and come together. But yeah, it's tough losing one like that.” 
 
(On the team's postgame message following the loss) “Yeah, kind of a similar 
message. Felt like we responded a little bit, but obviously it wasn't enough. We kind 
of have to just keep that same approach of looking in the mirror and finding ways to 
get better. But at the same time, not becoming like, pointing fingers, getting down, or 
having that self-doubt. I think that's really important. Obviously, last year, I think we 
started like 1-10. That was definitely a similar situation where we had a decision to 
make. We could either fold or come back and keep playing hard, and we were able to 
do that. So I think now it's all about being able to start that kind of uphill trend a lot 
sooner. Obviously, I think we are going to be able to do that this week.” 
 



(On his fumble recovery touchdown) “Yeah, it was a screen. I kind of just set the edge. 
MJ (Martin Emerson Jr.) made a great play, punched the ball out. I just happened to 
be in the right place at the right time. After that, as soon as I picked up the ball, I just 
knew nobody was catching me from behind. I wasn't really too worried.” 
 
(On the defense's struggles on third down) “Kyler made a lot of really good plays with 
his legs, able to keep plays alive. It's tough to cover some of those good receivers they 
have for that long. But outside of that, I think we were really able to limit a lot of the 
explosive plays when Kyler was kept in the pocket. I think it's not just on the D-line. 
It's kind of on the group as a whole because there's also situations where we got them 
on third down and we give up a touchdown in the back of the end zone and we got a 
guy almost double-covered. We've just got to find a way to make those winning plays, 
I think. The whole defense has to take responsibility for that.” 
 
(On the defense's mentality following turnovers) “Honestly, I don't think it's tough at 
all. I think it's all perspective. If you really love the game, our defense is really big on 
the situation never matters. What's our identity as a defense? Who do we want to be? 
I think when you have that approach, the rest doesn't matter. You're able to go out 
there and play the same way every time you touch the field.” 
 
(On his confidence in the team's ability to turn the season around) “Because I know 
we got the right guys, and we've done it all camp. We did it the whole offseason, and 
we've handled it personally before. I think last year was kind of a testament to that, 
just how we can handle adversity and still bounce back. I think our offense for sure 
has shown how explosive they can be, how dangerous they can be. Our defense has 
shown, when we're all on the same page, how we're able to change the game, make 
those winning plays. But we've just got to do more on both sides of the ball, special 
teams included.” 
 
(On Head Coach Kellen Moore's postgame message) “Kind of the same thing I'm 
saying now. We've got to learn from it. There's a lot of good that was out there, but at 
the same time, we really got to fix those things that can't happen, that we can't let hurt 
us in these big games.” 
 
(On whether it was the longest touchdown of his career since high school) “Yeah, 
definitely. I mean, no, probably not in high school because I played offense in high 
school, so I had a lot of touchdowns in high school.” 
 
(On the defense's sense of urgency moving forward) “Yeah, super big, super big 
sense of urgency. Starting games fast, that's really a big one. We had a practice this 



week where the first period was a team period. I think that's just kind of trying to 
emphasize that we've got to get rolling right away. We can't play every game from 
behind. And then also just really emphasizing the takeaway culture, just punching the 
ball, finding ways to change the game. I think that kind of showed up today. But yeah, 
I think that sense of urgency. And, Like Coach Kellen was saying, there is positive in 
moments like this and things like this, but it's less about how much positive you have 
and more about not letting the Saints beat the Saints.” 
 
(On the emphasis on starting faster in practice) “Yeah, no, that was kind of what we'd 
done before, but you could feel the energy from the coaches and just from the whole 
area, everyone there. We really got to start fast. We're making this a big, big emphasis. 
I think that was really good. I think that did help us today, just coming out a little 
faster. I think we were able to get some big stops on defense, obviously giving that 
touchdown. And I think, was this the first game we were up at halftime? I mean, yeah, 
I think so. So I think that goes to show a lot. We were able to get rolling quicker today.” 
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VIKINGS HEAD COACH KEVIN O’CONNELL 
 
(Opening comments) “I’m really proud of our team getting to 5-0 before the bye. We wanted to 
come into this season and progressively improve as a team. We want to try to win every 
opportunity that we get. We have dealt with some adversity. We dealt with some adversity today. 
These guys keep forging forward and forging together. I am so proud of them. We will get a little 
healthy here over the bye and we will start attacking it one at a time after that. TJ Hockenson is 
in the concussion protocol, and Aaron Jones was just evaluated and he returned. He has been a 
warrior over these last few weeks with what he has been able to do. Aaron would hate me to say 
this, but being a warrior on gameday and finding a way to make the next one is an inspiration. His 
wingman JB is coming back. Hopefully, he can make it back after the bye and we’ll move forward. 
I just wanted to highlight an incredible defensive performance. We found a way to win the turnover 
battle. Those two red zone fumbles. On for sure we are kicking a field goal on the next play and 
one we would have had a first down early on. It stopped us from maybe finding a groove. I thought 
I thought offensively Kyler Murray played good football spitting completions all day. He was using 
his legs. We some of that athleticism moving the chains. He was on the field making plays. Justin 
(Jefferson) making it through a tough week in the things that he had to go through. He was here 
in his hometown and makes a huge play on third down. There are many more guys just 
highlighting the next man up. We don’t talk about it a whole lot because we just keep going on 
with it. Guys are able to step in either to start the game for some of our starters that are missing 
the game or step in and play some really great football. I think there were some really good 
moments that will only help out team and that is a credit to our depth as a team.” 
 
(On how emphatic Justin Jefferson was to play) “We spent a lot of time talking about it. He was 
living in the training room trying to do everything he can to give him a chance. We had to be smart. 
We worked him out before the game and he was ready to go. I thought he played great.” 
 
(On the trust Kyler Murray has in Justin Jefferson) “It’s kind of a high low play. Sometimes you 
are going to have to throw it over somebody. I didn’t necessarily see that 2x2 box in that back 
corner in the end zone that he threw the ball into. He didn’t get a ton of reps with him throughout 
the week. It’s great to see that those plays get made.  It’s great to see Kyler running the offense. 
We are seeing his own spin on it and his ability to use his legs and converting the third downs 
helps the bigger picture of what we want to do. This team will never be ok with putting the ball on 
the ground. We will fix that. We will rectify that and hopefully play a total game and complete 
performance where we win the turnover battle 3-0 and finishing those two redzone drive with 
points.” 
 
(On what impresses him about his defense) “I said this before, but it is the overall scheme and 
understanding that the players and coaching staff has and the adjustments that they make in 



game. Once they see kind of the plan of the day, then they can make adjustments seamlessly 
and find some way into advantages for us. Ultimately, we came in halftime and said that we 
wanted to get the lead, so that we could play with the lead in the second half. I think we had 
almost 40 minutes of time of possession. They hadn’t played a lot of snaps. We wanted to keep 
them fresh and get them the lead in the second half. If we do that, then we are going to be a tough 
team to beat home or away.” 
 
(On Kyler getting the ball out quick) “The results of plays can sometimes dictate the interpretation 
of the intent. He was spitting out completions. I thought he was 13 or 14 or 11 for 11 at one point. 
If you start looking at it for NFL football, then it is a lot of completions. I think that he is learning. 
It’s a mixture of putting the ball in play and a completion-based system. Allow guys to run after 
the catch. Sometimes you have to throw it. Sometimes you have to check it down and take the 
gain of 4 or 5 just to keep the ball moving. Kyler Murray is always going to be able to make a play. 
They sent out an all out blitz and he ran around it and got a first down on a third and long. That’s 
a play that you can count on one hand that guys in this league can make. I think on the next third 
down he threw a touchdown. So,  the combination of the two. I think he is gaining more confidence 
just getting full weeks practice into a game. This is really only his third full game playing. Just 
seeing him to be able to progress and get better. It’s the NFL. It’s hard to win. This team and what 
they have gone through this early in the season. The way they just keep doing their way is what 
I am so proud of. Kyler is a big part of that. I am proud of this team.” 
 
(On if Jordan Addison had a chance to play) “We wanted to let him move around a little bit. That 
is soft tissue stuff. He was going to have to feel pretty damn close to 100% for us to possibly risk. 
It took everything in his power. I was really proud of the way he was honest about it. We almost 
got him there. I thought it was best to put this thing behind us and come back after the bye as 
healthy as we can. Getting JB back will be huge and Jordan CD and TJ. There are some 
significant names that would be great to get back.” 
 
(On how he feels being 5-0 despite all of the injuries) “I am very proud of what the team has 
accomplished. There is no excuse. There is next man up. I have been very appreciative of you 
guys not really mentioning that the whole time, so we didn’t give ourselves a built in excuse by 
any stretch. I do feel very strongly about the next man up, who that guy is. We have depth. We 
have guys who can impact in the kicking game. We know that their number is called and they can 
be thrust into the lineup like Jeshaun Jones making a huge catch and being a part of that fumble 
coming out at halftime. There are too many examples of what these players should be proud of 
for what they built in this locker room. All of that will mean nothing until we try to move on until the 
next. We will take our bye week and then try to win a football game at home.” 
 
(On marrying Kyler Murray up to the offense) “It his game reps. You can talk about every practice 
rep against the scout card. You can talk about every training camp rep. The game reps have been 
in it. It’s his huddle running the show in a noisy building. We had to take a couple of early timeouts 
to make sure that our substitutions were right. After TJ went down, we were doing some shuffling 
in the lineups, but we had a lot of practice with that. He just kind of stayed the course. He had 
tremendous poise all day long, decision making and using his athleticism. I think this performance 
like the second half of last week is a lot for us to build on for sure..” 
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MINNESOTA VIKINGS PLAYERS 
 
QB KYLER MURRAY 
(On his touchdown to Justin Jefferson) “I think that it would’ve been a little bit cleaner if he didn’t get 
initially bumped by the nickel. A guy like that, you give him a chance. (It was) a hell of a catch. It was 
my first full game with him, but I have seen spurts with him in my time here why he is one of a kind. I 
got to see it live today with a catch like that with guys around him and no flinch, just focus. (His) ball 
skills are elite. It was a hell of a catch for the guys. The team needed it.” 

(On if there is a trust factor that he can put the ball there and Jefferson will make a play) “Anytime you 
get that look…and you get an opportunity to take him one-on-one, the best (receiver) in the league, 
you’ve got to take it. For me, I just try to put the ball where I know where to put it and give him an 
opportunity to make a catch, and that is what he did.” 

(On scrambling a lot today) “That is what today called for. I am not trying to go out there and force it 
or anything like that. When it’s there, it’s there. I think it kind of ignited us offensively in moments. I 
was just trying to make plays with my feet. Downfield, when everything is broken down. There were a 
couple of plays that I was able to make. I love to do it when it is there, but it is not something that I am 
searching for.” 

 

WR JUSTIN JEFFERSON 

(On returning to New Orleans and the Caesars Superdome) “In 2020 it was COVID, so it wasn’t the 
whole stadium; it was a couple of thousand that was in here. To get back a couple of years later  
(and) to feel the energy (and) to feel the love from our fans, from Saints fans, from the people who 
grew up watching me at LSU; it was definitely a cool moment (because) of all of the times that I have 
been in this stadium watching Saints games and being a fan of the home team, it’s definitely great to 
come in here and get a W.” 

(On if it feels like a full circle moment to play here) “It definitely does. I grew up a couple of minutes 
down the street. All of the hard work that I’ve put in and all of the sacrifices that I’ve made to put in the 
work and to get to where I am at today, it is definitely playing off. Just to see all of the familiar faces 
around the stadium and all of my friends and family to support me, it was great. To get a touchdown 
(and) to celebrate and to get a victory here, I couldn’t ask for anything better.” 

(On his touchdown) “Pretty much it was Kyler (Murray) giving me an opportunity to go up and make a 
play. It definitely wasn’t the most open, but it was a great throw. There was nothing else that I could 
do than put my hands up and make the grab. That throw was tremendous.” 

(On Kyler Murray’s play today) “It was great. The off schedule plays that he made scrambling and 
using his feet to create throws and (get first downs). (He was) creating momentum for us and it was 
definitely big for us. It comes to a play that doesn’t look like much, but he is making something out of 
nothing. That goes a lot for us. That is something that we were looking and expecting out of him, 
creating those plays for us, getting a scramble, and looking downfield to get those big, sparkly plays 
down the field. He played tremendous. We’ve just got to finish those drives with those two fumbles 
that we had.” 

(On the play of the Vikings defense) “It speaks for itself. There is really nothing more to say about 
them. They are continuously coming in here and showing up, getting the ball and turnovers. It’s kind 
of crazy to see. The energy is there. We feed off of them. They come out and get the turnover or get 
a stop for us, it creates that momentum for us on offense. We feed off of each other.” 
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