
 
  

ATLANTA FALCONS VS. NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 
SUNDAY, NOV. 23, 2025 ● CAESARS SUPERDOME 

SAINTS POSTGAME NOTES  
  

• The New Orleans Saints fell to the Atlanta Falcons 24-10 to fall to 2-9 on the season. Next up, 
the Saints travel to Miami to face the Dolphins for a 12 p.m. CT kickoff. The game will be 
regionally televised on FOX (locally on FOX 8 WVUE).  
 

• QB Tyler Shough finished 30-for-43 for 243 yards, an interception and a 74.1 passer rating. He 
also rushed seven times for 22 yards.  
 

• QB Taysom Hill and RB Devin Neal led the rushing effort today, carrying for 17 yards and 18 
yards, respectively. Neal caught five passes for 43 yards, setting career-highs in receptions and 
receiving yards.  
 

• Hill played in his 112th career regular season game, which surpassed OL Andrus Peat to take 
sole possession of 39th place all-time in club record books.  
 

• WR Chris Olave caught nine balls for 70 yards to lead all wideouts in receiving in his 50th career 
game.  
 

• TE Juwan Johnson caught six passes for 46 yards. Johnson now has 49 grabs on the season, 
with his next tying a career-high of 50 set last season. 
 

• WR Mason Tipton returned a kickoff 75 yards in the first quarter, which is the longest return of 
his career and the longest return for New Orleans this season. It is also the longest kickoff return 
for the Saints since WR/RS Deonte Hardy returned a 75-yarder on 11/15/20 vs. San Francisco. 
Tipton also caught three receptions for 22 yards and rushed one time for 11 yards.  
 

• DE Cameron Jordan recorded two solo tackles and a sack, the 126th of his career, surpassing 
Dwight Freeney for 19th all-time in NFL history. It was also his 25th sack in 29 career games 
against Atlanta. Jordan has moved into a tie for the team lead with DE Carl Granderson in 
takedowns (4.5).  
 

• Jordan also played in his 237th career regular season game, surpassing Clyde Simmons and 
Ted Washington to take sole possession of seventh most all-time by a defensive lineman in NFL 
history 
 

• S Justin Reid recorded seven tackles (three solo) and returned an interception 49 yards for a 
touchdown. It was his first interception as a Saint and first interception return for a touchdown 
since a 101-yard return his rookie year at Washington (11/18/18).  
 



• It was also the first interception returned for a touchdown by the Saints since a 27-yard 
touchdown return by Tyrann Mathieu at New England (10/8/23).  
 

• LB Demario Davis led the team in tackling with 11 total stops (six solo). With his performance 
today, Davis has reached 100 stops for the ninth consecutive season overall and the eighth 
consecutive season as a Saint.  
 

• Safeties Jonas Sanker and Reid also recorded seven tackles each. 
 

• CB Kool-Aid McKinstry posted two solo stops and a pass breakup, which sets a new career-
best in that category with eight on the season.  
 

• LB Isaiah Stalbird recorded three total tackles and a sack, the first of his NFL career on Falcons 
QB Kirk Cousins late in the second quarter.  
 

• DE Chase Young finished with four tackles (one solo) and a sack. This was Young’s fourth sack 
of the season in only six games played and his fourth game with a sack this season.   
 

• DE Jonathan Bullard recorded one stop and played in his 125th contest today vs. Atlanta.  
 

• TE Foster Moreau played in his 100th career game as well.  
 

• LS Zach Wood played in his 143rd game, and moved into a tie with WR Eric Martin for 18th on 
the club’s all-time games played list. 
 
 



 
ATLANTA FALCONS VS. NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 

SUNDAY, NOV. 23, 2025 ● CAESARS SUPERDOME 
SAINTS HEAD COACH KELLEN MOORE 

  
Opening Statement:                                                                                                                                                                
“Frustrating game, a game we felt good about coming in. We felt like there was some carryover from 
the Carolina game into the bye week. We felt like it was a good week. Then, we didn’t come out and 
get this one done. Credit to those guys. Those guys coached better, played better and ultimately 
executed better than us today. It was a frustrating game. All three phases had different opportunities 
that, obviously, we missed. It’s going to be a big opportunity for us to respond the right way, stick 
together and keep battling.” 

On if he still has faith in K Blake Grupe:                                                                                                                                    
“It’s a frustrating one. I think the biggest and most important thing is we have to go through this whole 
process to understand how this happened today. He missed a couple, and that’s unfortunate because 
there’s been a lot of good. We’ll have to evaluate that and just get a better feel for just how that 
process went down today.” 

On evaluating the kickers: 
“We’ll just evaluate that as we go. It’s an important thing we will have to evaluate. First, really dig into 
what happened today, as far as let’s communicate at a high level, let’s go through the process and 
understand how the outcomes occurred. Then, we will evaluate, and there will be another day to 
continue to assess that.” 
 
On whether Charlie Smyth will be a part of the evaluation:  
“Charlie is certainly in a developmental role. He’s done a lot of good as he’s gone through this process 
for a couple of years now in the developmental role. It’s something we will have to spend some time 
and invest some time in. Today’s not going to be the answer to all of that. I think it’s a process that we 
are just going to have to go through.” 
 
On playing QB Taysom Hill in the red zone: 
“Just some of the run game stuff. I feel like it’s a numbers game down there. We need a number 
(advantage that we get) with Taysom. Red zone’s on me. We’re not getting it done. It’s as simple as 
that. We’re not scoring touchdowns down there. 0-for-3 today, had a huge impact today. We have to 
find a way to get it done.” 
 
On if he will consider playing QB Tyler Shough in the red zone in those situations in the future: 
“I think always the goal is still to win the football game. There are plenty of opportunities that Tyler goes 
through that are hard, challenging situations. There’s plenty of stuff in there red zone-wise where I felt 
like there would be some good opportunities. I felt like the run game in the plus-one situation, there’s a 
lot of evidence to support it would be a positive manner. Certainly, there are more opportunities that we 
will have to evaluate Tyler. There are plenty of games that we are going to be able to evaluate him in 
those situations. That will be an important part of the process.”   
 
On the fumble by RB Alvin Kamara: 
“It’s just a play action. Obviously, they got a little too close. There was a collision there. It was a play 
action play. We were going play action pass. I didn’t get a perfect, clean look at it. I was watching the 
routes as it went. I saw a little bit of footage. I’ll have to look more into it.”  
 
On passing on fourth and one with Hill: 
“We ran a lot of direct runs with Taysom at the quarterback position. We felt like there was a play 
opportunity there (in the passing game). Ultimately, it’s on me. It didn’t work.”  
 
On the struggles in the red zone: 
“Yeah, it’s missed opportunities. Credit to those guys. They made the opportunities. They created 
enough explosive plays in the game. They made stops in the red zone. We had our opportunities, like 
in a lot of games. It’s just a matter of small margins. We have to take advantage of them.” 
 



On the playcalling in the red zone: 
“Not good enough. Obviously, we didn’t get it done on offense. It was choppy. We weren’t able to create 
the flow that we had in the previous week against Carolina. It’s frustrating. I haven’t done a good enough 
job with this group. We have to find a way.”  
 
On the playcalling against the Atlanta defense:  
“Certainly, their pass rush has been really productive. They’ve been a very productive pass-rush team. 
I thought there were a few opportunities to get the ball out of our hands. Obviously, as the game 
progressed, we got into some challenging situations, and they’re going to rush the passer with some 
known rushes, and that was a challenge for us.” 
 
On Shough’s performance:  
“I thought he battled. I thought he gave us some positive things in there. It wasn’t an easy situation in 
some of those as the game progressed and we got into a multi-score game. I thought he battled. I think 
if you take the emotions out of it and watch the film probably tonight and tomorrow, you’ll certainly take 
some positives.” 
 
On Kamara’s injury: 
“We will have to let that go through its process. Obviously, he wasn’t able to return. We will have to get 
the full evaluation tomorrow, get a feel for that and see what this outline looks like.” 
 
On Smyth’s development:  
“I think it’s something that’s definitely part of the evaluation process. He’s been here for two years, and 
he’s developed in time. He’s had some preseason opportunities. He’s done a nice job there. He’s in a 
developmental role. We just have to continue to evaluate that each and every week. We’ve had a lot of 
guys who have had opportunities to step up. We will see how all of this stuff progresses.” 
 
On RB Devin Neal’s performance: 
“There’s probably going to be some positives coming out of that film. I thought he made a couple of 
plays in space and got some extra yards, which was a positive. For the most part, his protection stuff, 
he did some nice things in there. He stepped up, and we will see how this opportunity progresses as 
we move forward.” 
 
On opting to play in the shotgun on the goal line: 
“Get Taysom (Hill) and essentially you have ten blockers and Taysom. That was the goal with the play 
we ran earlier in the game and got a first down. Unfortunately, the snap wasn’t successful.” 
 
On the atmosphere in the Caesars Superdome:  
“I thought it was a great atmosphere. There were a couple of big-time opportunities that I felt like the 
crowd helped with, some third downs. They were in field goal range and got a false start. There were 
a couple of procedure penalties. We appreciate all of that. That makes this place special. We know we 
have some work to do. We have to keep grinding, getting better. There will be better days, certainly. 
We all have that sight that we will get better each week. We will keep finding those opportunities.”  
 
On the mood in the locker room:  
“Just frustration because you recognize the opportunities that are out there, and we just haven’t gotten 
it done.” 
 
On RG Cesar Ruiz:  
“Again, I think those ones are always really important to see the film. Up front, we got into some passing 
situations, and [the Falcons] are really good against the pass rush. It’s a challenging situation, but we 
have to find something that works for us a little bit better and find a solution to get the ball moving in 
some of those situations. In the run game, we have to find some more consistency in the run game 
where we can get some things moving and create more flow.” 
 
On WR Mason Tipton:  
“We like Mason a lot. He’s done some positive things through training camps and through preseason 
football. He’s played in a somewhat limited role in the regular season. Every time Mason plays in this 
game, he will continue to play a valuable role.” 
 
On if adjustments were not being fully implemented during the bye week:  
“I mean, at the end of the day, we just didn’t get it done. We can look at it from a lot of different angles. 
Schematically, I’m going to spend a lot of time saying are we putting ourselves in the best position to 
be successful? The players are trying to find every margin they can improve on. That’s the goal of this 
thing. Every opportunity you have, whether it be a self-scout or a game film, you’re going to evaluate it. 
There’s going to be things that come out of it positively and negatively. You just have to keep growing. 
Obviously, we missed this opportunity.” 



 
ATLANTA FALCONS VS. NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 

SUNDAY, NOV. 23, 2025 ● CAESARS SUPERDOME 
SAINTS PLAYER QUOTES 

 

 QB TYLER SHOUGH 
 
On his first start in the Caesars Superdome:  
“Yeah, running out of the tunnel and seeing everybody in the Dome, it was such a cool 
moment. I was talking to David at Drago's. He's one of the managers, and I went to 
Drago's yesterday with my family, and he talked about the dream that he had running 
out of the tunnel as a Saints quarterback, and it kind of gave me some perspective that 
a lot of people really dream about that opportunity. We fell short, but I was proud of 
how we battled, and it sucks to lose, especially to the Falcons, but at least the start it 
was a cool moment, and overall, we know what we have to do to fix it, and that's the 
story of the game. There's a lot of fixable things, especially in the red zone where we 
just came up short, and then we'll finish it, and then it's a different story.” 
 
On the first fumble and the first drive: 
“Yeah, it was play-action, and it just hit his (Alvin Kamara’s) elbow. It was literally like a 
fluke deal. Sucks, because I wasn't trying to give him it. It was just a fake. He was 
rolling over it, and it hit. He closed in, but it's on me at the end of the day. I've got to 
make sure I can hang on to that, and, yeah, it sucks. We've got to be better there, and 
we had guys open, but I was proud of how the defense responded the whole time. They 
held them to a field goal in a really bad scenario, and then they were making plays the 
whole game.” 
 
On his assessment of his third start: 
“It wasn't good enough at the end of the day, but we were moving the ball really well. We 
were doing the things that we needed to do to put ourselves in position, and then two 
goal-line opportunities that are tough, and a couple of field goals where we shouldn't 
have been in a situation. We should have been scoring in those red zone drives, and we 
felt really good about it, and we came up short. So for me, just continue to learn from 
those new scenarios, little mistakes, and keep building.” 
 



On Blake Grupe’s misses having an effect on the offense/team as a whole:  
“No. I mean, Blake makes those nine times out of ten, and he's doing a great job 
throughout the week, and we've got his back. He's got our back, and it's part of it. We 
put him in those scenarios where we can finish those drives out, and that's really on us 
as an offense. But we know that's really on us because we can finish it. It motivates us. 
But we'll continue to get back to it and continue to stay together.” 

On balancing emotions of getting the team to the red zone and then going to the 
sideline: 
“I'm trying to do whatever it takes to get in the end zone. If Taysom (Hill) scores on a 
run, I'm equally as fired up as if we hand the ball off or if I run the ball in. At that point, 
we're trying to win. So whenever we think we can get the advantage-wise or 
schematically, I'm all for it. So it sucks we weren't able to finish it. And continually, we'll 
look at how we can be better there as an offense. But there's nothing really special to 
say as far as that. It sucks.” 

On the one-yard play and the stumble: 
“Yeah. No, I thought I was in whenever I landed. Then obviously I think my knee was 
down short, which happens, it was second down. So I knew that I wasn't going to reach. 
I didn't want to reach and have something bad happen. So I wouldn't really change 
anything about that. I just fell short. And maybe if it was third or fourth down, we're going 
to reach for the ball. And then the second one, we had a little rub. So I was getting 
ready to throw it, and that's why. It was more of a throw—RPR—and then slipped on the 
cut and almost got in. But, yeah, that was more of a design throw in the flat and then 
trying to make a miss when they switched it off. So, yeah, super close.” 

On dealing with Atlanta’s pass rush: 
“We put ourselves in that situation when you're down two scores at the end. That's a 
scenario where defenses want to live, and they know we're going to throw the ball. And 
so it's tough. It's tough on any other lines. Every D line is going to have an advantage 
there. So we have to be better on first down. We had too many second and longs where 
we have to get back on track. We’ve got to be better starting off the drive.” 

On feeling prepared pre-game: 
“I felt really prepared. We were moving the ball how we thought we could, and came up 
short. But at the end of the day, it stinks, especially against them. But, a lot to build off 
of. And I was proud of the receivers — (Mason) Tipton, (Devaughn) Vele, (Dante) Pettis, 
Kevin (Austin Jr.) — all those guys stepping up, especially with some departures. And 
(Chris Olave) obviously was a huge part of that as well, and what he's been able to do 
and all the tight ends too. They've had an increased role. So I was proud of them. It's 
obviously not an easy situation. But there's a lot to build off of, encouraging stuff. And 
we have to fix those little things on first down and then in the red zone.” 



On outside-of-structure plays: 
“Yeah, just instinct. Trying to push it. You can't take a sack. Obviously, the time is 
against you. So, doing everything you can to move up, trying to find different 
angles and get it to the guys. So just part of it.” 

On embracing it (out-of-structure plays) when down: 
“Whatever it takes. That's my mindset. I love when we stay on the ball. We can get 
some tempo. We're throwing it whenever those odds are against us. I felt the whole 
time, who knows what's going to happen. We can break a tackle, can score here, can 
get it to a one-score game. So nobody's belief was shattered. That was one thing I was 
really encouraged by. We were all still pretty in it. It sucks because it's the Falcons, and 
we came up short there. But like I said before, we'll build off it.” 

On any commonality to problems in the end zone: 
“No, it's tough when you're on the one-yard line and you come up short. And, like I said, 
we're moving it. And, we have to find a way to get that last yard. So, we'll look at it. It's 
tough to think about it right now. But I don't think there's any commonalities with it.” 

On formations in the red zone that were recently introduced the past week or from 
camp: 
“A little bit of both. There was some new stuff that we were repping. And then, 
obviously, you got some new guys in the mix. Tipton, Vele, and Taysom are switching 
around. So there's a lot of different personnel styles where you've got to rep. And then, 
there was some traditional stuff as well. But, yeah, that's very common week to week, 
though, just trying to attack.” 

On confidence in the red zone throughout last week: 
“Yeah, we felt really, really confident. And with those results, and like I said, you get 
down really close, you’ve got to find a way to punch it in. You’ve got to find a way. So, 
and whether that's, whatever it is, I don't have an answer for that.” 

On losing Alvin Kamara in the first quarter affecting the offense:  
“Yeah, he's a great part of what we do as an offense, and from riding the ball, catching 
the ball, receiving it, he's obviously one of the best in the business when it comes to 
that. So, hopefully he's okay. I haven't heard anything yet, but it obviously sucks. But I 
was really proud of (Devin) Neal and what he was able to do. He was laying the boom 
quite a few times, doing his job really well. Taysom (Hill) as well. He's like a Swiss 
Army knife, and he was thrown in some tough situations. So, hopefully he'll be good, 
and then we'll continue to go.” 

On if he got hurt the last play of the game: 
“I got landed on my leg. So, it was just a bruise. It should be good. I got some 
flashbacks where he landed on, and I put some weight on it temporarily, and it was fine. 
But when you're in those scenarios, you're trying to go down and score.” 



 On what message he’s trying to send to the team about this game: 
“Yeah, a lot of the NFL, and a lot of this game, it can be taken emotionally, and understandably. It's a 
high-strung game, but if you think about it analytically and what we could have done better or fixed, 
it's very simple. We score on those two red zone scenarios on the one-yard line, and we find a way, 
then it's a different story. It just comes down to that. I don't think there needs to be anybody freaking 
out about it, and we know what we need to do, and keep going. And it's part of it, and it hurts a little 
bit more, and it should. So we'll see them again.” 

On the third guy stepping up in the passing game after Chris Olave and Johnson: 
“Vele and Tipton equally. I continually get reps with them. I was really proud of Tipton when he was 
able to do (some of the things that he did this afternoon). He made some huge plays, especially with 
the amount of reps that he's gotten all year—minimally. And Vele as well, everything that he does. So, 
we've got some good options, and we just continue to go.” 

On if it feels different starting his first game at home compared to on the road: 
“Preparation-wise and the game plan-wise, no. But like I said in the beginning, it was really cool to 
kind of be home in front of the fans and have that opportunity. It means a lot, but at the end of the day, 
we lost. So it hurts at the end, and we'll continue to keep building, and we'll get it done here at home. 
We've got to protect our house.” 

On what he learned about the rivalry today: 
“Yeah, just how important it is to the people of the city, and how important it can be, and it makes you 
want to work that much harder and find that extra edge. At the same day, you've got to go back to 
execution and analytics, and that's why we lost. It wasn't anything other than that as far as some of 
the scenarios. So, we feel really good about going forward. We've got to get back to work, and 
there's a lot of ball left.” 

QB TAYSOM HILL

On the play where the snap went over his head: 
“We got a certain look. It’s a little challenging because I haven’t seen the film. We’d like to have that 
on back and I’d secure the snap and get into the end zone there. It’s hard to really comment on it 
without having seen it. That was a disappointing play. It was a disappointing game. We had plenty of 
opportunities as a team and an offense to create situations. We didn’t capitalize on that and it is a 
hard thing to swallow at this point. I think there were some good things to build on obviously we got 
down in the red zone and put ourselves in position to score. We have to find ways to finish.”  

On if the fourth down play near the end zone was a designed pass:  
“I did not just decide to throw it on my own. It was a designed pass play.” 

On what he saw on that play: 
“There is no secret that when I am in at quarterback that we run the ball a lot. We have done different 
things through the course of my career. We were counting on a heavy box. They made a good play. 
We were trying to sneak (Devaugn) Vele in the corner. They made a good play.”  

On what caused the troubles in the red zone: 
“It’s a little bit challenging right now. You get into the game. It’s hard to give you a really good answer 
frankly having not seen the tape. I am trying to think through the drives. We had plenty of 
opportunities. It’s not like there were negative plays. We had one negative play that turned into 
intentional grounding. Certainly, you would like to think that we can score from the one-yard line. It’s a 
tough yard to gain down there. It’s hard to give you a great answer. We could all play with lower pad 
level. We were all trying to run a sneak down there. I don’t know. We had some missed opportunities 
down there.”  

On if it is frustrating when you have that many shots: 
“No one feels good about this game. The first 24 hours are hard. Right now, it is hard because we 
had a lot of opportunities to get that done. We didn’t do that. I’m not trying to all of a sudden feel great 
about this. You take a step back and there are some great things that we did and are encouraging. 
It’s week 12 and (we) should have that figured out by now. Atlanta is a good team. Those guys get 
paid too. They did a good job. We knew that they were an aggressive front. They rely on getting 
negative plays that way and they are aggressive in their schemes up front.”  

On being in so many close games: 



“Nobody feels good about our record. It’s one of those things a competitor and a player, that you can’t 
let circumstances dictate how you prepare, the effort that you put into it and the film that you put out 
there. We have conversations in the locker room and that’s really the conversation. At the end of the 
day nobody cares what you record is. When you put it on film, then it is out there forever. I think the 
leadership in the locker room has been really good about managing that. Guys are competing. I love 
that locker room. I really appreciate everyone in there.”  

On if his role changed when Alvin Kamara came out of the game: 
“For sure. There were a lot of things that I ended up doing today that I had zero time on task. That is 
the nature of the NFL. He went down (and) I spent a little bit extra time with the running backs coach 
(Joel Thomas), figuring out some things schematically and finding out some things.”  

On Tyler Shough’s progression: 
“I think Tyler has done a really nice job. I think Tyler is in it. You feel his presence. You feel confident 
with him in the huddle. He knows what’s going on. He has put the time and energy into learning the 
system and understands the intricacies of what’s going on. He has a really positive, great presence in 
the huddle and at the line of scrimmage. As a fan base, if you watch a play, then you can feel that. As 
a teammate and in the locker room, you feel that as well. He has made some nice plays over the 
course of the three games that he has been playing. We have had conversations, and the nature of 
that position is challenging. As you look at an NFL game, so often the game boils down to a few plays 
and I feel that Tyler has done a nice job of making these 50-50 plays. I really appreciate the time that 
he has put into it and he has progressed really well.” 

On if this season has gone as expected with his injury: 
“I think as things relate to me, this season and this year is kind of like a perfect storm with a new 
coaching staff, a new scheme and a new offense. I was out (from offseason, training camp practices 
and Weeks One-Four), so the first opportunity I had was week Five. My first practice with them was 
on a Wednesday. You practice in pads on Wednesday, and we had practice Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday and then a game on Sunday. It was one of those things that I was hyper-focused on. How can 
I expedite? The rest of it was that I really didn’t have a lot of expectations. I certainly had 
conversations with Kellen (Moore) and what that was going to look like when I came back. We are still 
in the process of learning together and what my role will be week to week in this offense. I don’t know 
if I had any real expectations. I was just so hyper-focused on getting healthy and being available.”  

On if he feels he is getting better as the season is going on: 
“It is a really fair question. The reality is coming out of surgery, it was trying to be available to play in 
November or December. I think it is one of those things that you don’t realize how bad that you felt a 
month ago. I think it is one of those things that I will continue to feel better as the season goes on. I 
had surgery on December 17. Through my conversation with people who have had that surgery and 
talking to surgeons, you are going to continue to feel better through the rest of the season. 
Personally, I feel confident in my knee. I feel confident in the responsibilities on the field that I am 
asked to do. I don’t feel like I am lacking as a result of this injury. I also don’t know how I am going to 
feel in a month too.”  

On his conversation with Joel Thomas when his role in the run game increased due to 
Kamara’s injury:  
“Obviously there are things that I have done in my career that I am familiar with. It is fine to say in the 
balance that this is what I have done in the past. It fits our game plan already. There are obviously 
things that we have game planned for that we don’t need additional conversations about. There were 
a few plans I ran today that I had zero reps. It was quick conversation. You play enough football and 
you can scheme different things up. As a runner, you rely so much on instincts and that is really what 
happened today.”  

S JUSTIN REID
On scoring a touchdown: 
“It felt good. It was a result of my teammates and coach making a great play call. My teammates did 
their job. Kool-Aid (McKinstry) helping get the pop up. We got help on blocks from teammates to help 
me get into the end zone. It was great defensive snap all around.”  

On practicing cutting back: 
“It takes me back to my younger days when I got to play both sides of the ball. It felt like an 
opportunity to do it. I cut back on it and found a way to get to the end zone.”  

On Kirk Cousins’ performance:  
“First of all, credit to them. They came out and played a tough game. The most important thing is the 
W or the L and they found a way to get the win. I think in a lot of ways we let it slip through our 



fingers. We were so aggressive on defense in the first half. They went to some screens. If your 
defense is flying around and you have energy, then offenses are going to go to screen plays and 
screen and go plays. They were able to get that one to (Kyle) Pitts early on. They were able to come 
back to another one to Bijan (Robinson). I think you take the screens off the field that we were 
dominant defensively. They were able to get some momentum from it. That is just something that we 
are going to have to be aware of. I don’t want us to lose or energy or our edge. I want us to continue 
to be a ferocious defense. When we are flying around like that, then we just need to be aware that 
teams are going to go to screens or screen and gos.” 

On the second and 24 play: “They had a screen to Bijan. He is such a talented back. He found a 
lane and he took it. That’s such an advantageous position for the defense to be in. We have to take 
advantage of that.” 

On the Darnell Mooney touchdown: 
“We were in a quarters concept. Kool-Aid was on an island on the field side. We had a cut and climb 
where the safety drove the dig and the corner climbed. Mooney just hit is so skinny that it was tough 
for our help to get there, our assist on the touchdown. That’s a play that we really wanted to make 
sure that we took care of the run because we knew that they were going to do wide zone all day. We 
are going to have an answer for that next week. We talked about an adjustment on the sideline. We 
didn’t get the chance to use the adjustment, but we are just going to have to be aware. This is (a) 
copycat league, so teams are going to see the same thing and pull it back up. We have to make sure 
that we don’t get beat on the same play in the future.”  

On the frustration of the offense not converting in the red zone: 
“The biggest thing is to find a way to finish. I think that the offense actually moved the ball well. They 
made it down to the one-yard line and inside the five. We just have to take advantage of the 
opportunities. We just can’t leave points off the board offensively and on special teams I think they did 
a great job moving the ball. We just have to find a way to get into the end zone. Those points are big. 
More than anything it’s momentum.”  

K BLAKE GRUPE 

On his missed attempts: 
“Right now, I don’t have a whole lot of answers, to be honest. When you go out and have (a) 
perfect week over and over and over during practice, then you go out in games and there is 
something that is not working right now, all I can do at this point is literally everything. (I need 
to) look into myself and go from there. Other than just, really, continuing to put the work in…All 
I can do (is work).” 

On if the misses are mental-related: 
“Not at all. Nothing about me about going through my process in my mind is anywhere other 
than where it needs to be. I am just going to continue to work. That’s all I can do. When you 
have to go out there in pregame, like I did, and have a great pregame…It’s frustrating. I am 
frustrated. I know that the fans are right now. A lot of the guys in this locker room are 
(frustrated).” 

On both misses to the right:  
“They were literally right on the outside, just (wide) right. A lot of those have been just right this 
year. It’s frustrating.” 



 
ATLANTA FALCONS VS. NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 

SUNDAY, NOV. 23, 2025 ● CAESARS SUPERDOME 
FALCONS HEAD COACH  RAHEEM MORRIS 

 
Opening comments: 

“A really well played game by the guys today, a lot of credit to the coaching staff, and Zac Robinson for 
putting together a great game plan for our offense. A lot of credit to Jeff Ulbrich for putting a great game 
plan together for our defense. Those guys went out there, they executed to keep those guys out of the 
end zone. On special teams, we were out there, made a couple plays a day, got a couple things to 
clean up like always, and we'll get those things on this week as we prepare for the Jets.” 

On how Kirk Cousines was able to execute the game plan Zac put together: 

“We did a nice job going out, being able to run the football. We want to come out early and establish 
the run and those things you got to keep pounding at , keep going and keep grinding. Even when we 
noticed some ugly runs early in the game, but eventually, with the guys that we have we talked about 
Tyler (Allgeier) and Bijan (Robinson) and that upfront crew that we do have, they break them. We're to 
get that thing open up a little bit, make some plays that allow us to open up an action pass game, and 
get Kirk to make a couple completions. We left one point out there when we got the interception for 
return. But other than that, very pleased with how the guys played and how that operated.” 

Deep shot to Darnell Mooney: 

“We’ve been setting up all year, that's what Mooney is more like, he came to life today. We've been 
talking about the last couple of weeks, being able to go out there and execute those things, and I'm 
very proud of Mooney being (able to) run a great route, and our protection and (being able to) let go a 
great pass down the middle of the field to really give us an explosive” 

Defensive front and pressure: 

“Obviously sacks and pressures have been a big focus on our team, away from the draft and things of 
that nature. Terry Fontenot on his crew, obviously, Kyle Smith, all those guys, Ryan Pace, everybody 
in our personal department did a nice job of acquiring draft picks. Over the last two years, since I've 
been here at least, being able to add people (in the draft) and free agency, whatever the case has 
been, for me to get them in here, to rush the passer.” 

Kirk’s efficiency: 

“We talked about it during the week, and it's about going out and really having a full week of preparation 
and operation, with Zac, going (in) knowing you (are) the guy all week, being able to execute all the 



game plan, being able to have input, being able to talk and communicate with your coaches, to go out 
there and know exactly what you like and exactly what he likes. We got to execute that today.” 

Pressure on the center with the way Kirk runs an offense:  

“There’s no question about it. Kirk is, that's what he's been throughout his whole career. Obviously, 
when he came off the injury last year, he felt a little bit more comfortable in the pistol. He's back to what 
he's been in the past and what he's played the 12, 13 years in the National Football League. We did 
what accommodated Kirk, what made him look the best, and what made us feel the best about going 
out and operating.” 



 
ATLANTA FALCONS VS. NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 

SUNDAY, NOV. 23, 2025 ● CAESARS SUPERDOME 
ATLANTA FALCONS PLAYERS 

QB KIRK COUSINS                                                                                            
Opening Statement: 

“It’s always gratifying to be able to win an NFL game on the road, and it’s never easy. I feel like most 
wins in this league are team wins, but today certainly was one when you think about how offense made 
plays, defense only allowed three points, and special teams stood up in multiple moments, whether that 
was the (missed) kicks or the field position they gave us. It felt like we leaned on everybody today and 
that’s what makes it fun, feeling like you’re flying home as a whole team that contributed to winning that 
game. I’m looking forward to watching the tape tomorrow and being able to talk through everything to try 
and keep getting better.” 

On Dylan Drummond and David Sills being involved in the passing game: 

“Yeah, I thought it was a great design by Zac (Robinson) and the staff to get David that open in the low 
red. It’s rare to have a guy be able to cross towards the goalposts there in the back of the endzone. 
The Saints did a good job of passing the inside route off, I think it was KP (Kyle Pitts Sr.) on that route. 
He passed it off when they were in transition, and we were able to hit it just as they were transitioning 
back. It was great to get David (Sills) involved there, and Dylan (Drummond) showed up big in the two 
minutes before the half. He’s got great hands, great intelligence, and I really trust him. We were working 
together on scout team a lot this season, and even in training camp. He showed a lot, and there is a 
reason that he's on this football team. It was great having him out there today.” 

On the execution of the 49-yard pass to Darnell Mooney: 

“We had run a few play actions throughout the game and got a variety of coverages against them. You 
never know what you’re going to get when you dial it up. They played a fairly aggressive quarter there. 
I think KP attracted some attention as he came across the field, which kept them a little flat footed. The 
key for me was knowing how [Mooney] can really run. When you feel like he’s getting even with 
somebody, I say if you’re even you’re leaving, by the time the ball gets there he’s going to have hopefully 
blown by them. I just threw that with a lot of trust that if Mooney can get through there, he’s going to 
make me right when the ball arrives, and he did. It was great to get that, and was a big moment in the 
game.” 

On the emotion that came with his big play to Mooney: 

“I think it was a combination of hitting a big throw, and also what that meant in the flow of the game. 
Explosive plays are always exciting. We decided to go for two so we couldn’t celebrate for too long. I’m 
trying to run down there, and the offensive linemen are having a party in the end zone, and I tell them 
to get back to the huddle. We got another play to run; the play clock is running! So, it was a good 
moment. I think that everyone exhaled after that one, and then to get the 2-point conversion I felt was 
a big deal as well, to be able to pound that in there. It was a great run by the guys.” 

 
On how knowing if he would start had affected his preparation for the game: 

“I think we had a sharp week of practice and being able to get those reps helps. The week is a process, 
and you try to just build that process all the way to Sunday and then let the product on Sunday show. 
Sometimes, practice doesn’t mimic the game, and you have a great week, and the game isn’t as good. 
But today I felt like it built all week, and it was able to come to fruition.”



On his collaboration during the week with Zac Robinson on the game plan: 

“I don’t think it was too much me, I wasn’t necessarily in there on Tuesday giving him a bunch of 
thoughts. It was more that Zac knows me pretty well by now, what I’m comfortable with, and knows 
what I like, do well, and don’t do well. I think he factors that in as he thinks through the game plan 
on Monday and Tuesday. Coming in on Wednesday, I started to see where we were headed with 
it, and I felt pretty excited about what we were going to do. You never know until you get into the 
game, and I thought the game was fun to work through together and get a lot of different teammates 
involved.” 

 
On how much the team needed this win: 

“Any time you go on the road to be able to get a win is a big shot in the arm in a good way. Now we 
have to build on it. There’s so much football left and so much work left. It starts tomorrow morning 
with having candid conversations about how I want to be coached and criticized in a way that acts 
like we lost. I think that’s how you have to do it the Monday after a game. So, we’ll have those 
conversations and keep trying to get better. But it’s much more fun to have them after a win.” 

 

On his confidence in all of the play action tonight: 

“Yeah, I’ve always enjoyed play action. I think they did a good job defending a few of them where 
we had to check it down or throw it away. I think it’s good to try and get them called and see if we 
can’t get some explosives out of it. I do think we left some meat on the bone there, I think [Kyle Pitts 
Sr.] was open on one that we couldn’t connect on. So, we’ll keep trying to build that to where we 
can really lean on them.” 

 

On lowering his shoulder during the scramble to the sideline: 

“I put my boys in wrestling, so I’m trying to show them what it looks like to have some grit in your 
life. Honestly, it was the perfect storm. You got to get out of bounds, you have to get the first down, 
and I see [Justin Reid] from out of bounds coming at me. I thought, this is going to be a collision, 
but I don’t know how to do this any other way. So, I just said let’s take it back to high school and 
lower the shoulder and may the best man win. I don’t know who won that one, it might have been a 
stalemate in which tie goes to the runner.” 
 
On how much it helps to have a kicker he can trust: 

“In today’s NFL, with the way that they have even changed some of the rules in the last couple of 
years, games are going to come down to the final possession more often than not. You see it every 
Sunday. The kicks are just such a big deal, and you do all you can as an offense to not have to rely 
on it, but you also know that it can be such a big part of your team’s success.” 

 

On his eagerness to build and improve after watching the film: 

“That’s what it’s all about, is to be analytical and go back and ask yourself, how can we do this 
better? What did we leave out there? I’m going to wear out D.J. Williams tomorrow hopefully with a 
lot of questions and I think he’ll have a lot of good answers for me too. He’ll tell me what I got to do 
better and what we left out there, and we’ll build on that. I do think Brandon Staley and that defense 
did a good job today and made it hard on us. We’ll bring up a lot of good points tomorrow.” 

 



RB BIJAN ROBINSON 
 

On the win: 
“God is good man. Give honor to Him and for Him, just getting us this win. And without him, everyone 
got the win, like, just come together as a team and pull it out and serve Him and praise Him as He but, 
we are happy about this. We'll celebrate this team right here, man, like this was a great win for us, but 
we got to move on and get on. Get on to the Jets.” 
 
On Kirk Cousins’ play: 
“Yeah, you know, obviously he dealt with so many ups and downs. So, for him, this is just another step 
in his in his role that he's taken. And I think he did an amazing job. For him this is a long season for him 
as well. So, for him to come out here and help get this win and keep us going.” 
 
On how the team communicated and stuck together to pull out the win: 
“Yeah, man, you know for us, like everybody was just like, continue to talk to each other. So, like, Kyle 
(Pitts) was talking, I was talking, Tyler (Allgeier) was talking, (David) Sills. Everybody was hurt, like we 
were all on the same page. Even Charlie (Woerner) came over and said, like, we're not done, bro. But 
I think the biggest thing with all of it is, is the whole line, Chris (Lindstrom), you know, he's the premier 
of it all. You know, he gets everybody hype. He's walking back and forth on the sidelines. Doesn't matter 
offensive, defense, and he's making sure everybody's still locked in, everybody's still trying to play their 
hearts out. Then, Chris being the ring there with everything it gets. It gets news merge, Jake (Matthews) 
and then Elijah (Wilkinson) might get them all on the same page, and they're all just trying to go up 
there and ball out.” 

 
WR DAVID SILLS V 
 

On Kirk Cousins stepping in: 
“I think he obviously, when he's out there, we kind of know what we're going to get out of him. He's 
been in a lot of situations, pretty much every situation you can think of, so he knows how to go in there 
and play the position and do really well at it. So obviously, injuries are part of the game, and it sucks. 
We got to move forward as an offense.” 
 
On getting his first touchdown: 
“It was awesome. But I like to say that, playing receiver is really something that when receiver does 
well, it's a product that everybody else on offense, the quarterback or the line in protection, the running 
backs in protection, everybody else doing their job. My job is just to make the play on the player. A 
touchdown for receiver is really a product of them. So, we did a great job up front gave (which) me a 
chance. It was awesome.” 
 
On getting this win: 
“I think it was big. I think it was big for my battle moving forward. You know, I think it's something that 
there's ebbs and flows to the NFL season. I think everybody that's played in there knows that. And you 
know, it's definitely big to get this one.” 
 
LB DIVINE DEABLO 
 

On approach going forward: 
“I mean, it's just one, how do you guys build off and hopefully we can stack it next week.” 
 
On how it felt to be sidelined for a few weeks: 
“Obviously, it was frustrating, because I wanted to be out there with the guys, but I seen a lot of good 
things, seeing some mess ups, but hey, week by week in NFL.” 
 
On returning to play in today’s game: 
“It felt great, like I said earlier, a little out of shape.” 
 
On playing with a club on his hand: 
“That was the plan. I think I know a few people out there trying to get my arms around them so they 
couldn't escape. It was a little hard to tackle not having a grip on my left hand, but it's okay. I think it 
worked out… Yes, very first time with the club.  It was weird only because, you got to do everything 
with it. So, it worked out.” 
 


	11_23 25 NO Players (Recovered).pdf
	QB TYLER SHOUGH

	Falcons Players 11.23.25.pdf
	QB KIRK COUSINS                                                                                            Opening Statement:
	“It’s always gratifying to be able to win an NFL game on the road, and it’s never easy. I feel like most wins in this league are team wins, but today certainly was one when you think about how offense made plays, defense only allowed three points, and...
	On Dylan Drummond and David Sills being involved in the passing game:
	On the execution of the 49-yard pass to Darnell Mooney:
	On the emotion that came with his big play to Mooney:
	On how knowing if he would start had affected his preparation for the game:
	On his collaboration during the week with Zac Robinson on the game plan:
	On how much the team needed this win:
	On his confidence in all of the play action tonight:
	On lowering his shoulder during the scramble to the sideline:
	On how much it helps to have a kicker he can trust:
	On his eagerness to build and improve after watching the film:





