
 

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS VS LOS ANGELES RAMS 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER, 20, 2022 ● CAESARS SUPERDOME 

SAINTS POSTGAME NOTES 
 

 The Saints beat the Los Angeles Rams 27-20 Sunday, improving to 4-7 on the year. 

 New Orleans will travel to San Francisco next week to take on the 49ers. The game will kick off 

at 3:25 pm CT and will be broadcast on FOX regionally (FOX 8 WVUE locally). 

 With the win, the Saints notch their 400th regular season victory as a franchise. 

 The win also marks the second straight season New Orleans has beaten the defending Super 

Bowl Champions, beating the Tampa Bay Buccaneers twice in 2021. This happened for only 

the second time for New Orleans, the other when they defeated San Francisco in both 1989 

and 1990. 

 With a win against Los Angeles today and against Seattle on October 9, along with a loss at 

Arizona on October 20, the Saints have a 2-1 record against their NFC West opponents in 

2022, looking to close the slate with a win at the 49ers next Sunday. In 2019, the Saints posted 

a 2-2 mark against the NFC West, the division they resided in from 1970-2001. 

 New Orleans committed just two penalties for 15 yards compared to six penalties for 55 yards 

for the Rams. 

 The Saints tallied 19 first downs compared to 17 first downs for the Rams. 

 QB Andy Dalton completed 21-of-25 passes (career-high 84.0%) for 260 yards and three 

touchdowns, completing 11 passes in a row in the second half. It was the third time in Dalton’s 

career (min. ten attempts) that he completed 80% of his passes. 

 Dalton posted a career-high passer rater of 149.6, surpassing his previous career high of 

146.8 he set with the Bengals on Dec. 6, 2015, against the Cleveland Browns. It was the third 

time that Dalton has posted a passer rating of at least 145.0 

 With the win today, Dalton has a 3-2 record as a starter against the Rams, breaking a two-

game losing streak against Los Angeles. 

 RB Alvin Kamara became the second Saint ever to tally 9,000 career scrimmage yards, 

joining Marques Colston, now at 9,010, after finishing the game with 12 carries for 42 yards 

and four receptions for 47 yards. 

 WR Jarvis Landry caught his first touchdown as a Saint in the third quarter. Landry finished 

with three catches for 33 yards and the touchdown. 

 WR Chris Olave caught a career-long 53-yard touchdown reception in the third quarter. 

 Olave led the Saints with five catches for 102 yards and a touchdown. It’s the Ohio State 

product’s third career 100-yard game. With one more 100-yard receiving game, he would tie 

Colston (2006) for the most in a rookie season by a Saint. 

 TE Juwan Johnson caught his fifth touchdown of the season and his fifth in his last five 

games. The five touchdowns set a new career-high for Johnson. 



 Johnson finished the game with three catches for 47 yards and a touchdown. 

 TE Taysom Hill led the Saints with 52 rushing yards on nine carries. 

 Hill also had one reception for eight yards and completed one pass for 14 yards. 

 T Landon Young made his second career start at left tackle, OL Calvin Throckmorton 

 started at left guard and OL Josh Andrews made his second career start at center. 

 Defensively, the Saints have 31 sacks since Week 3, leading the NFL over the period. They 

notched four today. 

 LB Kaden Elliss posted a career-high 10 tackles, tying for the team lead in takedowns (1.5). 

Elliss also added one special teams stop. 

 Elliss also tied DE Carl Granderson, who received his first start of the season, for the lead in 

sacks with 1.5 apiece. It was Granderson’s second multi-sack performance 

 Granderson also posted a career-high seven tackles. 

 Seven Saints defenders tallied over five tackles in the contest. 

 DB Paulson Adebo had five solo tackles. 

 LB Demario Davis played in and started his 75th game as a Saint Sunday, totaling 

 eight tackles (three solo), and half a sack, to give him a career-high and club-best 6.5 

quarterback takedowns. 

 DE Jabari Zuniga had two solo tackles in his first game as a Saint after being elevated 

 from the practice squad Saturday. 

 K Wil Lutz went two-for-two on field goals with a long of 46 yards, scoring a total of nine points 

to go with three PATs. Five of Lutz’s six kickoffs also sailed through the end zone for 

touchbacks. 

 WR/RS Rashid Shaheed returned a career-high four punts for a career-high 40 yards, also 

catching a pass for eight yards. 

 P Blake Gillikin punted five times for 239 yards with a 47.8 gross punting average and 45.0 

net, with three inside-the-20-yard line, including one downed at the Rams two-yard line by LB 

Andrew Dowell. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

LOS ANGELES RAMS VS. NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2022 ● CAESARS SUPERDOME 

SAINTS HEAD COACH DENNIS ALLEN 
 

(Opening Statement): “Hell of a win for us against a team that’s the defending Super Bowl champion. 
Proud of the way our guys played. I really thought, offensively, I thought we played really well in the 
game, specifically there in the second half for us to be able to move the ball like we did. Coming out 
to start the second half and getting a touchdown was a huge momentum boost for us. Happy to get 
the win and ready to get back to work.”  

(On halftime adjustments): “I think we felt like there were some opportunities for us, and I think our 
guys took advantage of those opportunities. We felt like there was some stuff we could do in the run 
game we liked against them. We got to a few of those plays in the second half. I don’t know that the 
touchdown pass to (Chris) Olave was, under the circumstances, what we expected, but we got a 
good look. Olave ran a great route, and Andy (Dalton) put the ball on him. It was great protection. Our 
offensive line for as banged up as they are, I thought they came out against a really good front and 
played outstandingly in the game. There’s a lot of young guys that stepped up and took on an added 
role and played well.” 

(On planning for Matthew Stafford): “We had a pretty good feel for (Matthew) Stafford playing in the 
game. We had a little bit of a plan for (Bryce) Perkins being in the game, but we didn’t expect to see 
him for a whole half. We had to make a few adjustments there as we went along. We kind of 
anticipated seeing Stafford, and we had to adjust a little bit when we saw a lot more of Perkins.”  

(On the offensive line’s performance against Aaron Donald): “Put as many hats on (Aaron Donald) as 
we can. He’s a hell of a player. It’s hard to block him with one. It’s hard to block him with two. We just 
tried to put as many hats on him as we could and tried to limit his ability to just take over the game. I 
thought overall, our guys did a pretty good job. I know he made some plays, but I thought overall the 
offensive line deserves a lot of credit. I think the offensive coaches, specifically the line coaches, 
getting those guys ready to play, I thought that was outstanding.”  

(On field position positively impacting the offensive performance): “Anytime you get good field 
position, it’s beneficial for the offense. We’ve talked about that a lot in terms of creating field position 
for the offense. Look, we had a punt where we pinned them down on the two-yard line. We were able 
to get off the field defensively and create some field position there. That’s really what a 
complementary game is all about. That’s really what a team win is all about, creating field position 
and taking advantage of it, and we got it.”  

(On the decision to play both Andy Dalton and Taysom Hill evenly at times): “I just think each week 
we go in and try to figure out what is the best way we can move the ball and be effective and score 
points. I felt like we had a good plan for both Andy and Taysom at the quarterback position. I thought 
Pete (Carmichael) called a good game. I thought those guys went out there and executed the plan. 
It’s always good when it works, right? I thought the offense did a really good job.”  

 (On the quarterback plan going forward): “We are just trying to win games. I do not really look at it 
that way. We put a plan together offensively that we go out and execute. I think our players went out 
and executed at a high level, and we won a football game. We’ll take that and feel good about it and 
be ready to move on to the next one.”  

(On playing a clean game with limited penalties): “We didn’t do things that were going to beat 
ourselves today. I thought that was good to see. I thought we had a great week of practice. I thought 
our guys were locked in, focused in on playing. They knew what we had to do. We had some guys 
that haven’t played a lot that stepped up and did some good things.”  

(On the offensive recipe going forward): “I think we have to look at that on a week-by-week basis. I 
am not ready to sit here and say we are just going to carbon copy the game plan for next week. Next 
week, we have a different opponent who will be challenging, but yeah, I thought it was a good plan. I 
thought our guys executed.”  

(On Dalton’s response to the game plan): “(Andy Dalton)’s a veteran player. He’s been in this league 
for a long time. He understands how things operate. We all know as a football team, all of us 
understand, that when you’re not having the success that you want to have that everything is going to 
get evaluated. I think he’s handled it outstandingly. I think our whole group has handled the pressures 
of the season and not probably living up to the expectations we had for ourselves. I think they all 
handled that well, and it all showed out there today.”  



(On Dalton’s performance against the Rams): “It was great. It was awesome. I give a ton of credit to 
the offensive coaches and the offensive players. Again, put a good plan together, go out and execute 
the plan. That’s what they did today.”  

(On the defensive line): “It looked like they played pretty well. I don’t know if we got as much pressure 
as we would have liked as early on, especially in that two-minute drive. I thought we were more 
effective at getting at the quarterback in the second half, but I think overall, it looked to me, that they 
did pretty well. Obviously, we lost Payton (Turner) fairly early in the game.”  

(On the complementary football played across all three phases): “I thought really with the exception of 
probably the one (kickoff) return, I thought all three phases played well today.  There wasn’t a ton of 
negatives to talk about. There were just guys who went out and played good football. That’s what you 
have to do in the league. You just have to go out and do your job and just play football. I thought we 
did that today.”  

(On the mentality of the team this week): “Look, we are well aware of where we are at in the season. I 
thought our guys came out, and they were swinging today. It was good to see.”  

(On Blake Gillikin’s performance): “(Blake Gillikin) certainly was in a little bit of a groove today, it 
looked like. I thought he punted the ball well today. That’s part of just getting the consistency each 
and every week.”  

 

 
 

 

 



 

LOS ANGELES RAMS VS. NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2022 ● CAESARS SUPERDOME 

RAMS HEAD COACH SEAN McVAY 
 

(Opening comments addressing losing Quarterback Matthew Stafford to concussion evaluation in the 
second half and not having him return and the game) “It makes it challenging. Bryce (Perkins) came 
in there and did some good things, and we were able to get the run game going. I thought that the 
two minute drill at the end of the (first) half (that ended with a touchdown) was a positive. There were 
some good times where we got some stops defensively, but just not enough. That first drive of the 
second half (Saints touchdown) ends up hurting you. Overcoming some of those things, really, the 
truth is it becomes a real challenge and it changes the way that you are really able to operate. There 
were some chances for us to be able to do some things or get us back in that game. Even on the one 
touchdown they had to (Chris) Olave, Aaron (Donald) does a great job of winning quickly, and (Andy) 
Dalton gets it out, and we are just not right in position on the back end. You do not take away credit 
from those guys (the Saints). That’s where we are at right now.” 

(on if Stafford has been diagnosed with a concussion) “No, not yet, not to my knowledge. I have got 
to talk to the doctors. Obviously, we have got to make a smart decision for Matthew and see where 
we are at with that. Until I get with those guys afterwards (I won’t know). I know how he was feeling. 
He communicated that. We made the decision that it was going to be in his best interests to not have 
him continue to play. He wants to be out there to continue to battle with his guys. I’ll talk to Reggie 
(Scott) and his group and our doctors, and make a decision that’s best for Matthew.” 

(on what he said to Stafford on the sideline) “I was just asking him what did he feel. We were just 
having that dialogue, and he communicated that to me. We go through the checks and balances, and 
that’s when we made the determination that it would be best (for him not to play).” 

(on what it will mean if the team has to play without Stafford) “Probably too soon for me to be able to 
answer that one. There’s a lot of things that we are working through that are, I’d say, unprecedented. 
What I do appreciate is the way the guys continue to battle (and) continue to try and compete. We are 
going to coach these guys up that we have got. As far as it relates to Matthew, we are going to be 
smart for him. He is such a warrior; he is such a stud competitor. I know how bad he wants to be out 
there. I thought that he played really well with the opportunities that he did have.” 

(on defensive breakdowns in the second half) “There were some opportunities. The one that I 
mentioned to (Chris) Olave where we end up winning (at the line), we end up getting beat on the back 
end. Until I go back and look at the film, it’s hard for me to really say. They (the Saints) were able to 
get some drives and sustain some different things, so it’s not one thing in general. There was a 
handful of different things, and we’ve got to be able to execute there.” 

(on what he told the team after the game) “What you do is you are realistic about we’re going to 
continue to battle (and) make the most of the opportunities when they are continued to be presented. 
Let’s look at the film, and let’s be honest with ourselves. Let’s see if we can get guys to play as well 
as they possibly can. The amount of moving parts that you have, sometimes, does challenge you. It is 
not an excuse. You are just saying that this is the reality. That’s where we are at, and that’s what you 
tell those guys.” 

(on where the lack of cohesiveness is coming from) “I wish I could tell you. That has been a 
challenging thing. We’ve got to be able to figure it out and understand how to be able to play off of 
one another in relation to some of that energy that we can create on our own. While you are out there 
at separate times, we’ve got to be able to understand and have really great urgency when those 
opportunities present themselves. We didn’t do a good job of that today.” 

(on if it’s a steep mountain to climb when the Saints score, and then Matthew Stafford is taken out of 
the game) “It’s more challenging, for sure, especially just the way that Matthew had played and the 
command that he had, even some of the times where he’s having to let some stuff go in anticipation. 



We had a couple of drops early on third down or even the ones on second down, where we could 
have had some good, positive plays. It is (hard), but you don’t really think of it like that, other than just 
being in the moment and navigating the situation and the circumstances that you are dealt.” 

(on the lateral on the punt that was called back on penalty) “It was a good positive play, then they 
called a hold. I will have to go back and look at it. That is a fair statement (that it was indicative of the 
day overall).” 

(on how to keep the team from giving up on the season) “I think you challenge the guys to have 
enough pride to know that we are all professionals here. This is our job. We’ve got to be able to focus 
on getting better and going back to work. That’s what pros do. You’ve got to have enough pride and 
understand that these are some challenging times, but you can’t jump off of the roller coaster. You’ve 
got to be able to stay on track. Right now it feels bad. It’s not fun. There is nothing that is fun about it, 
but what you can’t do is you can’t stop. You’ve got to be able to keep pushing, because these lessons 
will be beneficial, even though it may not seem like it. That’s the only way that you can really look at 
it. That is what we are going to continue to do, in spite of all of these circumstances. You want to 
make sure that you are pouring into these guys, whoever it is that we have out there and try to give 
ourselves the best chance to go and compete. That is all that I know how to do. It has been a lot of 
different stuff (this year). There is no question about it.” 

 



 

LOSA ANGELES RAMS VS. NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2022 ● CAESARS SUPERDOME 

 NEW ORLEANS SAINTS PLAYER QUOTES   
 
 

QB ANDY DALTON 

(On the touchdown pass to Chris Olave) “Yeah, we had a little pressure too. When you turn it loose 
and get hit to the ground, you never know what’s going to happen. To have that outcome and I put 
the ball in a great spot, it was exactly how we had it planned by taking that shot down the field. We 
got the look that we wanted and he made a great play.” 

(On if he sat on that play waiting for that look) “Every week you draw up a game plan. You install your 
plays and would love to have a certain look versus certain plays. You don’t always get the look that 
you want. When Pete (Carmichael) called it, it was the perfect time. It happened exactly how we 
hoped it would.” 

(On how aware he was of Aaron Donald closing in on that play) “I was pretty aware. At the end of the 
day you have to play on time. When you can play on time, then good things happen. Half a second 
longer and that is a sack or an incomplete pass. For us, guys were doing it exactly how we wanted it 
done. If you can play on time at the quarterback position and get the ball out, then good things can 
happen.” 

(On how big the two drives coming out after halftime were) “Huge. We knew we were getting the ball 
at the start of the second half. They scored right before halftime. For us, we wanted to get into a 
rhythm early and I thought that we did a great job of being aggressive. The first play of the second 
half we had a big play to Chris (Olave) and then we had the momentum from then on. To go down 
and score was huge and it was exactly what we wanted to do.” 

(On having Jarvis Landry back) “It’s really big. Everyone know what Jarvis can do and what he has 
done throughout his career. We can continue to find ways to get him the ball. He made some big 
plays for us. The touchdown was awesome. It’s exactly what we want. A couple of plays before he 
caught a nice seam ball that allowed us to get down there.” 

(On continuing momentum offensively for next week) “For us, we have to carry the momentum over to 
this week. It’s the most important thing that we can do. We can enjoy this win today. Moving forward, 
we need to continue to do the things we did well and make corrections. That is the nature of this 
game week in and week out. We have to correct the mistakes, but it is easier to correct the mistakes 
off a win. Everybody understands that. The feeling in the building after a win’s very positive and the 
best.” 

(On if he felt like it was a give it everything we got mentality today) “That is kind of where we are at. I 
think we just need to cut it loose. Why not? For us, I felt like there were some things we did today like 
maybe earlier in the season we wouldn’t have done. I think that’s a big reason why we are standing 
here with a win today. I think being aggressive is something that we came into the game knowing 
what we can do. You can look at the first third down of the game and throwing the ball down the field 
on third and one. I think that is just the mentality that we have to have.” 

(On what the win means at this point in the season) “After a couple of losses, it feels good to get 
another win under your belt. Just the way that we talked this week and the things that we wanted to 
get done we were able to do it. It was nice to get this win.” 

(On the challenges of coming in and out of the game) “It is part of how we play offense. When you 
can play that way and have success with me in there and Taysom (Hill) in there, the defense doesn’t 
know what is going to happen next. It’s just part of the way that we play.” 

(On if he has to overcome getting less reps in practice) “No, I’m never upset with the number of reps 
that Taysom takes because I know how successful we are because of it and how many positive plays 
come from it. Taysom is a unique asset for it. A lot of teams have really good players. We just happen 
to have one that can be all over the field and can play quarterback too. I think that is to our advantage 
and there is no discouragement when it happens.” 

(On responding with his performance when not knowing if he would start this week possibly earlier in 
the week) “No, I think at the end of the day I am happy with the way that we were able to play today. 
The adversity that we have faced the last couple of weeks especially offensively and everybody 
talking about how we haven’t scored enough points. For us to put all of that aside and focus on this 



game, we had a great plan coming into this week and were able to execute it. Regardless of all the 
other stuff that goes on, that is what makes you most proud. That is for me personally and this group.” 

 

(On the play of Juwan Johnson) “Juwan has done so many good things. His ability to stretch the field 
and get open and the matchup that we get with him has been very good for us. It doesn’t surprise me 
that he has scored as many touchdowns as he has. He’s a really good player for us.” 
 
(On how close they were on hitting that trick play) “I do not know. I will have to look at it on film. It 
probably wasn’t the most ideal look for it. I have to find a way to throw it a way and avoid the sack.” 

(On if he wants to reward Dennis Allen for sticking with him as the starter) “I think at the end of the 
day I want to play the way that I know I am capable of playing. I know if I do that then everybody will 
be happy with it. At the end of the day, I have to do the job that I know that I am capable of doing and 
play the way I am capable of playing and the rest of all that stuff will take care of itself.” 

 



 

LOSA ANGELES RAMS VS. NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2022 ● CAESARS SUPERDOME 

 NEW ORLEANS SAINTS PLAYER QUOTES   
 
 

WR CHRIS OLAVE 

(On his touchdown reception in the second half) “Coach (Pete Carmichael) called a really good play 
on third down. We practiced that on that look this week. We got the look that we wanted. Andy 
(Dalton) threw a great ball. The line protected well and that was the outcome.” 

(On how much they needed the win) “It was much needed. We had consecutive bad games. To get a 
win against the reigning champs was huge. I feel like it is a great step that we can take forward.” 

(On if the quarterback movement has any impact on the receiver position) “Not really. I just try to help 
them as much as possible. They (Dalton and Taysom Hill) are both great quarterbacks along with 
Jameis (Winston). They are doing a great job. I’m just there to be supportive and to make sure that I 
am doing my job, so that they can count on me.” 

(On if they made any changes at halftime) “Not really. We just came out aggressive. We knew that we 
had to move the ball down the field and score points to win the game. That’s’ what we did coming out 
of halftime. We just started clicking in the second half. We took over the momentum. The defense 
played a great game also. We just had some good plays early and built off that.” 

(On taking pride in stretching the field) “I feel like that’s my job and that’s why they drafted me to be 
here. I feel like I can stretch the field and get open at all times. I feel like I’m trying to make it easier 
on the quarterback and my teammates make me a lot better. We definitely needed this win and we 
found some energy in the second half. We have some momentum going forward to next week.” 

(On having Jarvis Landry back on the field) “It’s great having him on and off the field. He’s a great 
leader as he has been throughout his career. He has that dog mentality. He rubs off on other people. 
Having him off the field when things aren’t going well, then he is picking everybody up. Jarvis has 
definitely helped me out throughout my first year.” 

(On if he feels any pressure of getting open quicker with Aaron Donald on the field) “Yes, it is Aaron 
Donald. It is really a race against a the defensive line. He’s a great player probably one of the best 
players in the league. We definitely want to speed up everything and get open. We just wanted to 
stick to our game. We knew if we played our game then it would come out well.” 

 

LB DEMARIO DAVIS 

(On how much fun he had in today’s game) “It’s great when we are able to come out and play with the 
energy and speed we are capable of. We pin our ears back and play with speed. It was just one of 
those days. It was a ton of fun.” 

(On having a clean game without penalties) “It’s a week by week basis. I feel like you can’t look 
forward or look back at this point in the season. There were some things that we did well today and 
certainly some things we can improve upon. Regardless, we have to take a look at the tape and keep 
leveling up. It was great to go out there and get a win, but we need to find ways to get better.” 

(On staving off despair at this point in the season where they were 3-7 going into the game and 
having lost two straight) “The main thing is to focus on where you are. All we had today was the 
opportunity in front of us. Our message was to bend but not break. No matter what it was coming in, 
today was an opportunity to snap back in and today  we were able to do that and it was a lot of fun 
doing it.” 

(On adjusting to the backup quarterback coming in when Matthew Stafford had to leave) “That’s the 
importance of studying your film. That wasn’t the first time that we saw that quarterback. He has 
played a ton on film. We knew that he could run the ball well. He could run the wildcat offense. I think 
they use him (Bryce Perkins) in a lot of ways that we use Taysom (Hill). We had seen him on field, 
but not in two minute situations. He did some good things and made it challenging on us.” 

(On Kaden Elliss) “55’s probably for the last few years been the best kept secret in the NFL. We knew 
what type of player that he was and he is getting an opportunity to show the world. I know that no one 
is shocked when they watch him in our building. Just give him some time and he is going to be on 
everybody’s radar.” 



(On missing defensive linemen) “We take it one day at a time and it’s always a next man up mentality. 
It is actually quite phenomenal. We don’t have Marshon Lattimore or (Bradley) Roby. We do not have 
Cam Jordan. We lose Payton Turner. We do not have Pete Werner. If you think about all of the guys 
we have that play at a high level that are not in our lineup (today), for us to go out there and execute 
is phenomenal. It feels really good, but that is just the nature of the league. One of our slogans is 
most of the people don’t care about your problems and the other half are glad that you got them. 
Regardless, you have to find a way and we were able to do that today.” 

(On his leadership approach and message to the team) “My message to the team was you can learn 
a lot from nature. If you think about palm trees, they bend but they do not break. Hurricanes come 
and blow palm trees and they lean all of the way to the ground. They never break. The reason why 
they do not is because every time they have a storm they dig deeper. Their roots grow deeper into 
the ground. That’s what we do. That’s the great thing about this team and this city. It is so resilient. 
We have been faced with a lot of adversity. Sometimes it feels like storm on top of storm, but the 
great thing is that it is making our roots grow deeper. When that storm passes, we always snap back. 
That is’ the exciting thing. It was great putting that on display today. It certainly felt like a snap back 
moment. It was a lot of fun.” 

 

TE TAYSOM HILL 

(On if the team was desperate today) “We are well aware of where we are in our season and our 
record and everything else. I think we approach every week with the same mentality. I think this week 
there may have been a more added emphasis to win the football game like what do we have to lose. 
Let’s call everything that we have on this call sheet. Let’s push the ball down the field.  I think that 
maybe that was emphasized a little bit more then it was in the past.” 

(On if he’s happy being back in this role) “For me personally, I don’t think anything has every changed 
from 2018 to where we are at now. There was a lot of conversation earlier about me going to the tight 
end room, what that is going to look like and everything else. I talked and met with Pete (Carmichael) 
and at the end of the day they just want to use me more. I feel like that is what that was. As the 
season has played out through week 11, I ‘m not surprised how things have gone and this how I have 
always envisioned it. Every week is a little bit different. We got ahead throughout the game and it kind 
of allowed us to run everything that we had on the call sheet. It was just more opportunities for me. 
There is still opportunities in previous weeks. We just didn’t get to them.” 

(On if they got to more of the package today) “I think we just got to it more today. The last few weeks, 
we just didn’t have enough snaps. I think every game is a little bit different. The focus is what do we 
have to do to win this week. It was for me to get more opportunities.” 

(On his role) “Honestly, I don’t think my role has changed from what we have done in years past with 
Sean (Payton) to what I have done with Pete.” 

(On the energy and approach this week) “The attitude was like let’s go cut it loose. Early on there was 
a lot of conversations on how we were going to win football games and a little hesitancy. Our division 
hasn’t played well. We weren’t playing great. We kept losing games, but the message was we were 
still in it. The mindset this week was let’s get rid of any anxiety and go cut it loose. What do we have 
to lose at this point. Let’s go play our rand of football and worry about nothing else.” 

(On if playing without anxiety helps limit mistakes) “You talk about as a team that it’s hard to play 
tight. I don’t know how everyone was feeling this week. I know that we had conversations this week 
about playing for each other. Let’s go have fun together. Maybe that carried over to the no penaltes 
and execution and everything else. It’s hard to say” 

(On the offensive line play today with the injuries that resulted in three new starters) “I think they did a 
great job. I haven’t seen statistically what the numbers were, but I felt like we ran the ball really well, 
but those guys came in and battled. I was really impressed with what they did. The coaches put us in 
the best place to be successful. They spend a lot of time and they did that.” 

(On if it felt like a clean game) “For sure, the ball security stuff is talked about a lot. Field position and 
time of possession…we were able to check the boxes this week.” 
 
(On what a win like this does moving forward) “That’s a Ram team that’s a little banged up, but they 
won the Super Bowl last year. We are well aware of that. The mindset is to continuing building on 
what we did. On offense we had no turnovers and no penalties. If we continue to play that style of 
football, then we are going to be a tough team to beat. As we forecast in the next week, then let’s 
continue to do that and that will be our mindset.” 
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(Thoughts on entering the game under the circumstances) “Watching Matthew [Stafford] go to the 
tent, at first, I thought he was going in there for a little and then coming back out. He’s tough as nails. 
But then he was there a little longer and longer and I began to warm up and get the body loose. My 
guys did a great job communicating to me that they have my back. I let them know that it was going to 
be a little different, but we will get situated so I appreciate those guys embracing me and helping me 
out. They did a great job picking me up. 

(On how it was between him and coach (Sean) McVay) “We defiantly kept things more simplified and 
as the game kept going, he told me ‘Don’t be afraid to use your feet when a play breaks down.’ He 
mentioned how one of my traits is the ability to use my legs so that gave freedom to make plays and 
have fun.” 

(On if his preseason experienced helped him any today) “Preseason was a long time ago. I think 
even last week, getting in there for a few snaps kind of helped me go in there today and operate more 
smoothly than if I didn’t get those reps in. It’s different being away than being home, but it was not as 
clean as it could have been but I appreciate everyone for helping me out.” 

(On the sequence of the delay of game penalty and 3rd and 13 play) “That delay of game was totally 
on me. I made the wrong call to the offense. The next play, we had a shot, but I overshot it. I just did 
not execute that part of the play. I came to the sideline and the coaches did a good job of 
encouraging me to move on to the next play. That was definitely a play that could have been cleaner 
but getting out there and in the swing of things will take a little time.” 

(On TuTu Atwell’s first quarter touchdown) “I was happy for him. I know how bad TuTu wants it and 
his journey from last year to this year. We know one of those plays was going to pop. He’s the fastest 
guy out there. We knew if he got a shot, he [Stafford] was going to let it go. Matthew did a great job 
getting it to him and everyone was happy for him. You could see it on the sideline everybody jumping 
up and down and meeting him before he came off the field. That’s what football is about. Those guys 
having fun and other people on your team that work with you throughout the summer, throughout 
OTA’s, through training camp, when you go out and make a play, everyone is excited for you. That’s 
why football is the best team sport out there.” 

(On his take about the Saints defense) “Usually when a backup quarterback comes in you get a lot 
more zeros. There weren’t as many zeros if any. Really five-man rushes. It was pretty similar as when 
Matthew [Stafford] was out there. Not much changed coverage wise which sometimes, when you get 
the backup, you try to show different pressures and looks. I felt like I had a good understanding, 
seeing everything and possibilities of pressures. I definitely can grow as far as the overall operation of 
getting in and out of the huddle but getting out there I felt pretty comfortable about what I was seeing.” 

 


