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RAIDERS HEAD COACH JACK DEL RIO 
 
Opening Statement: “The obvious question will be about the two phases that we didn’t win today and it was 
defense and special teams. Expected to play a heck of a lot better on defense. We’re giving away way too many 
plays that should be routine and easy plays and allowing them to not only be made, but go for chunks. It will get 
corrected and we’ll start playing really good defense here. We had not come out of the gate the first two games 
doing so. That’s on us. That’s on me, it starts with me. We’ll get it fixed. Special teams-wise, we really count on 
winning that phase. We did not today. They won that field position battle. At the end of the day it was losing those 
two phases (that) negated what was really a pretty productive day offensively. We ran it well. We threw it well. We 
were able to score. Just not enough to go home happy. We’ve got our work to do. We’ve got our work cut out for 
us. We’ll dust ourselves off and pick ourselves up and get ready for the next game. Questions?” 
  
Q: Was it a physical or mental loss on defense? 
Coach Del Rio: “A lot of mental. A lot of mental, which I take full responsibility for. We have to make sure we’re 
teaching it better and make sure our guys understand what we’re asking them to do. Physically there are some 
situations there as well. The bottom line is it’s nowhere near the standard that I expect us to play at. We’ll need to 
get it rectified. There’s no dancing around the subject. It’s not near what it needs to be.” 
  
Q: What will the impact be from it taking a while to have the defense come together? 
Coach Del Rio: “Well look, I think there’s a lot of different things that will come of alibies and I’m not really in the 
mood to sit here and try to give any. I don’t think that helps us be better. I think for us it’s about recognizing. We 
need to get certain things done in order to be effective on defense. You have to consistently show that you’re able 
to do that to play really good defense in this league. We’ve got out work to do. We’ve got work to do. That’s what 
we’ll do. We’ll roll up our sleeves and get to work.” 
 
Q: Was it a tough call to not go with the onside kick at the end? 
Coach Del Rio: “Yeah. Yeah, we thought we’d get the ball back there. We had a shot, get them to third down and 
don’t make the play there. Again that’s a mental error that allows and easy completion on that third down. You 
have to have tight coverage in that situation. If they make a great throw and catch, so be it. At some point you 
have to make a play if you’re going to win the game. We felt with all three timeouts on the other side of the two-
minute warning that it was setting up for us to get the ball back and have a shot. Then it would’ve come down to 
whether I was going for two or not at the end (laughing).” 
  
Q: Who advised you on those successful challenges? 
Coach Del Rio: “It’s a good operation. We have a guy in the booth, his name is George Li, he does a good job for us. 
Then Brad Seely is pretty on top of things on the sideline. Between those two guys, they help us get in the power 
of the staff. That’s what I call that. It’s the strength of the staff to execute in those situations. Make me aware and 
us be able to capitalize on that and make good, sound decisions for the football team. So, that’s what that was.” 
  
Q: Was Ben Heeney pulled because of performance reasons? 
Coach Del Rio: “No, I wouldn’t get into anybody individually. I’d say if you want somebody to blame, just blame it 
on me. If you need somebody to blame, blame the head coach. I’ll take it. We’ll correct what needs to be corrected 
and we’ll go forward. This is one game today that didn’t go our way. I have the upmost belief in this group of guys. 
We just simply have to clean things up and be much sharper.” 
  
Q: Do you have second thoughts on the fourth-and-2 in the third quarter? 
Coach Del Rio: “Not really. No I felt good about it. We just have to get that done. A lot of factors go into whether 
you want to go for it or not. I felt like our best chance was to make the play offensively at that point.”  
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Q: What’s your opinion on the call on Amari Cooper’s touchdown that was called back? Was he pushed out or 
how did you see that? 
Coach Del Rio: “Well he was definitely pushed out, but it’s not the college game. Unless he was pushed out 
illegally, which the question was, was he pushed out illegally or not. It was decided that he was not pushed out 
illegally and therefore the hat comes off and he can’t get the ball. The only time you get that ability to come back 
in after being forced out is if it was illegal contact that forced him out.” 
  
Q: What are your thoughts on the tip play? 
Coach Del Rio: “We had two of them at the end that we made a play and the ball went in their hands. I think the 
last touchdown was that way. The ball was tipped. Sometimes the ball doesn’t go your way, the bounces don’t go 
your way. We’re big boys and we’ll take it like men and get ready for the next game.” 
  
Q:  Have you been calling defensive plays? 
Coach Del Rio: “There might have been a point where I jumped in on the last drive.” 
  
Q: What caused you to have issues with the tight ends again? 
Coach Del Rio: “It’s a concern when you’re not playing the type of defense that you expect to play. The good news 
is offensively, we’re playing well right now. We just have to do more as a football team to make enough plays to 
where we can go home happy. Today we feel like in there were two of the three phases were lost. The special 
teams and defense lost today. Offense played pretty well, but that’s not to say that there aren’t things that they 
have to correct. With any game, with any team game, it’s about adding up all of those pieces. Having them come 
together to be enough to give you a win and it wasn’t for us today.” 
  
Q: Was David Amerson hurt? 
Coach Del Rio: “He was. He was hurt at the end. Going through the concussion protocol. He was checked out…I 
don’t think we played any more defense after that. Did we? Oh yeah, we did. The last drive. Yeah, and he was not 
in. He was held out and he’ll go through the protocol.” 
  
Q: Did you feel like there was a lack of pressure? 
Coach Del Rio: “We got one sack early. I’ve always said that good team pass defense is good rush and good 
coverage. I feel like the rush is ready to go. We’re not getting enough coverage.” 
  
Q: What was the concern with the Falcons tight end performance? 
Coach Del Rio: “You saw what happened. I don’t think there were any physical mismatches out there. It was a 
matter of guys having their eyes were they’re supposed to be and knowing what the heck they’re doing.” 
   
Q: When you said you were calling defensive plays, is that something you see yourself continuing? 
Coach Del Rio: “I think those types of things or discussions are not really part of this wrap up right now today.” 
 
 
RAIDERS QB DEREK CARR  
Q: How frustrating was today’s game? 
Carr: “You know me, it’s always frustrating to lose no matter how it looks. You know, whenever you can go out 
there and you feel like you’re being efficient. Obviously, there are so many things I’m still remembering. 
Offensively, there are still things that we can do better. Anytime we lose—doesn’t matter if we score 2 points or 50 
points. Anytime you lose, it doesn’t feel as good.” 
  
Q: How was the team’s performance throughout the game? 
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Carr: “I think that every game is different. It’s always going to be something. You always want to come out fast and 
come out to win in the second half. You want to come out fast the first half and come out to win the second half. 
Sometimes you do both. Sometimes you do neither. Sometimes, you can do a good job and do one of them. I don’t 
know. It’s tough. It’s a tough question for me to answer without seeing film. In my head, I just think that this game 
is so difficult. You want to do both, but sometimes it’s hard to.” 
  
Q: Do you see yourself playing more “within yourself” in the future? In the 4

th
 quarter, you were doing short 

pass, short pass, short pass instead of the long shot, what’s your thought process with those instincts? 
Carr: “We’ve worked really hard. Obviously, they’ve worked really hard with me. Coach [Todd] Downing worked 
really hard with me to know when it’s okay to do that. To know when it’s better in the situation, what down gets it 
to them. Is it 2nd-and-5? Or is it 2nd-and-14? There’s a whole bunch of little things going on in my head. I would say 
this year was different because during the game, I’m thinking more. It’s not getting the call and thinking this is this 
route, this is my – now I get the call and it’s like second nature. I think about other things, like the situation. I’m not 
saying I didn’t last year, but it’s easier this year. I think I know which coverage they play in certain situations; 
obviously I need to be ready for anything. But all those things are going through my head—numbers, percentages, 
what they’re doing in the game, the flow of the game, and that’s what’s so different. When I get the call, it’s just 
second nature to me now. I’m going out there and I’m just playing.” 
  
Q: Did you tell Coach Del Rio to challenge the play to Amari Cooper? 
Carr: “I remember when I went over there, you could see his toe dragging in the dirt –like a yard pass the marker. 
Coach [Del Rio] was pointing there and looking at it. By the time I got over there, they were already talking about 
it. They saw his foot in the dirt, so we’re happy to have the dirt that time.” 
  
Q: How did the Falcons defense prevent you from throwing deep? 
Carr: “They really, really don’t want you to throw deep. They really tried not to let us throw deep. When they do 
that, you have to take that intermediate throw. Sometimes, even the shut down throw. Sometimes it’s going to be 
like that. I think I speak for everyone whenever we cut the ball. We work really hard on going vertical, getting 
north and south because it’s one of those games. You never know with a team. I think we hit some big plays last 
week. We put that on film. Obviously [Amari Cooper] Coop and [Michael Crabtree] Crab, all those guys, Seth 
[Roberts], Andre [Holmes] making plays on film. You see those things on films. They definitely did a really good job 
on taking those throws away. Obviously, you guys know me—I was trying. Sometimes, I’m going to throw it 
anyway. They really did a good job keeping everything in front of them, rallying, the tackling. They do a great job at 
what they do and obviously, they did a better job of it today.”  
 
Q: Do you think this will be the type of season where you’ll need to score 35+ points to win? 
Carr: “I don’t know. Like you said, it is a small sample size. I know for us, there’s so much going on in my head and 
our player’s heads offensively that we don’t even have time to think like that. I’m just being honest. They’re in the 
first half to get things started. We know we can get things started. We know we can make this play. Right behind 
that linebacker was Crab. It’s like; man I’m better than that. Those are the kind of things that are going through my 
head because the only thing I can do to help this team is to prepare and work hard myself. That’s all I can do and 
that’s what I’m focused on.” 
  
Q: Does the offense and defense communicate with each other often? 
Carr: “Oh yeah, all the time. Throughout the whole game, we’re always talking. The great thing about this team is 
we’re not going to be pulled apart. We understand the situation. WE understand what’s going on. There’s nothing 
that’s going to divide us, at all. This is the ultimate team game. It takes all 53 guys every Sunday, every 
single Sunday. We understand that and we have a great grasp on that because our leadership has taught us that. 
We understand and that’s we believe and have bought into. They got our back, just like we have theirs.” 
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Q: What’s the feeling you were getting from the defense today? 
Carr: “You know the guy I talk to the most is obviously Khalil [Mack]. Obviously just because our friendship. But 
every time I come off, he’s always there for some reason. That guy is always on one. Bruce [Irvin], Reggie [Nelson], 
all those guys are all jumping around and getting excited. That’s what you want to see in the defense. Whenever 
you come off the field. Back a couple years, one time when I looked I actually noticed where there was a difference 
in the field. And that’s what you don’t want to see. These guys, they’re in it. That’s why it’s so easy for me to say, I 
don’t worry about them. I know how talented they are. I throw against them every day. I say that with such 
confidence because they pick my balls up. Training camp was so competitive. That’s why I’m not worried at all. 
Sometimes, there are stretches like that. It’s football. Sometimes it’s like that, but we’ll go back to the drawing 
board. I’m not worried about it. 
  
Q: How did the emotions of a home opener affect today’s performance—were you too jacked up or too flat? 
Carr: “I think we did a better job of it this year. Last year, against Cincinnati, we were all so jacked up to have new 
plays that we were going to run, it’s the new season, it’s a new start, and all those things. We were so fired up and 
we came out and didn’t focus on any details. We weren’t focused at all. We were just running right and running 
left. This year, we were so much more disciplined as a team, more focused. I think we came out flat just because it 
is what it is. They played certain coverage that kept the ball up front; we didn’t convert certain situations on our 
end. So, I just think sometimes it happens that way. Once we got to the side line and we could look at it, then you 
get in the game flow where you can just keep going.” 
  
Q: Are you looking forward to next week? 
Carr: “Oh yeah, absolutely. I can’t wait to play next week. We’re on the road again; against a really tough team 
that we know has a lot of talent. Obviously, great coaching. We’re really looking forward to playing. Obviously, this 
one is so recent. The wound is still open, but we’ll do a good job of learning. Obviously, we have to learn from our 
mistakes. We have to get better. All we do is compete. That’s all I know, ever since I was little. I had 2 big brothers 
that picked on me and it took me a while until I could finally beat them. Whenever you lose, get knocked down, I 
just don’t stop. That’s the same way with our team.”  
 
 
RAIDERS WR AMARI COOPER 
  
Q: Do you feel like you were pushed out of bounds on the touchdown play that was called back? 
Cooper: “To be honest, I’m not really clear on the rule. I know the college rule is if they push you out of bounds, 
you can come back in and catch the ball, but I think the NFL rule is it doesn’t matter how you get out of bounds, 
you can’t be the first one to touch the ball. That’s what I think it is, I’m not really sure on that.” 
  
Q: How much of a momentum killer was that when they called it back? 
Cooper: “You have to expect things like that in the game of football. Things aren’t always going to go the way that 
you plan for them to go. So you just have to expect things like that.” 
  
Q: How frustrating is it to drop a game like this? 
Cooper: “I mean, It’s very frustrating, you never want to lose. But, we just have to go back to the drawing board, 
correct some of the things that we didn’t do so well today and that’s really it.” 
  
Q: Do you get the feeling that you’re going to have to score 35 points to win? 
Cooper: “No, I don’t really get that feeling. I think you never know who’s going to need help. On any day, offense, 
defense and special teams could play well, but some days the defense might not play well, some days the offense 
might not play well. SO, we just have to help each other out.” 
  



OAKLAND RAIDERS vs. ATLANTA FALCONS 
Sunday, September 18, 2016 

Oakland-Alameda County Coliseum 
Postgame Quotes 

 

RAIDERS vs. FALCONS – September 18, 2016 
 

Q: Was it difficult to have the same corner covering you all day long? 
Cooper: “He’s a great player. He’s a great player. It was good competition out there today.” 
  
Q: Would it be fair to say that the offense never got in a rhythm? 
Cooper: “I mean, if that’s how you put it, then that’s cool. (laughter)” 
  
Q: Did you have a feeling that if you got the ball back with a little time to work with that you had a pretty good 
shot of scoring again? 
Cooper: “You never know. I don’t really like answering hypothetical questions.” 
  
Q: It didn’t seem like the offense could get the ball deep down the field to you and Michael Crabtree” 
Cooper: “Yeah, Atlanta doesn’t blitz a lot, so they have a lot of guys in coverage. So, you kind of have to check the 
ball down sometimes.” 
  
Q: Was checking the ball down game planned or was it because of how the game was being played? 
Cooper: “The latter.” 
  
Q: Do you feel like the two-minute drives were clicking well? 
Cooper: “Yeah, I mean on that last two-minute drive, we had some god plays. We strung some good plays together 
and we went down and scored.” 
 
 
RAIDERS LB MALCOLM SMITH 
 
Q: As a defense, you wanted to bounce back from last week’s game. It didn’t quite happen that way. Why do 
you think it’s taking some time to gel as a defense? 
Smith: “I don’t really have an answer. It just happens. Obviously we’re making a lot of mistakes. There are things 
we have to fix. We have no choice.” 
 
Q: Over 1,000 yards of defense given up the last two games, I don’t know if you knew that. 
Smith: “That’s embarrassing. We have a lot of work to do. We have no choice, we have to get to work. I’m going to 
get to work to get it right. We have to do what we have to do.” 
 
Q: Their tight ends gave you guys some trouble. What do you think happened in those breakdowns? 
Smith: “Just breakdowns. Communication, errors, things that are easily fixable that hopefully we take the next 
step.” 
 
Q: With all the hype surrounding this team, this was a game that you were supposed to win. How frustrating is it 
to not come out there with the W in your home opener? 
Smith: “Yeah, especially at home. This is disappointing. Today, for this defense, it’s embarrassing. It’s a 
disappointment. We better fix it right away.” 
 
Q: How does the loss motivate you to win next week? 
Smith: “You’re motivated to win every week, but especially this loss. That’s embarrassing.” 
 
Q: What did Jack [Del Rio] tell you guys after the game? 
Smith: “He said we’re going to get it right. He said to make sure that we get it right, especially as a defense. We 
take a lot of pride, we just have to let it show.” 
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Q: There were times last season where the defense had some lulls. Do you take anything from last year that you 
can learn from? 
Smith: “Just fight through. We had some moments like this last year, too. We hope to be a better team, we hope 
to be improved on defense. We haven’t had the result the first two games and in the preseason. We have a big 
step to take all around.” 
 
 
RAIDERS LB BRUCE IRVIN 
 
Q: What feels like the problem? What do you sense is going wrong in terms of the defense on tight ends? 
Irvin: “I don’t know, communication. We didn't play the defense we were taught. We’re not on the same page and 
it’s showing. We went from a bad performance to an even worse performance. It’s up to the guys in this locker 
room to turn this around. If not, this is what we’re going to get every week.” 
 
Q: Is it unexpected to be at this point? I’m sure you thought you’d be on the same page. 
Irvin: “I’m speechless. I’ve never experienced this experience. Until everybody makes a full commitment to turning 
this thing around we’re going to be a subpar defense, an average defense, below average defense.” 
 
Q: Are guys not buying in or is it just a matter of scheme? 
Irvin: “I don’t think it’s scheme. This scheme has been proven, this scheme works. [Defensive coordinator Ken] 
Norton, Jack [Del Rio] have done everything they can. It’s just up to us to make a commitment to really focus in 
and get this thing right.” 
 
 
RAIDERS TE CLIVE WALFORD 
 
Q: What would you say about the team getting the tight ends involved early in this game? 
Walford: “Yeah, we've been working hard, practicing every day and seeing what we can continue to get better at.” 
 
Q: Can you take us through the touchdown that you scored? 
Walford: “Right before the play, Michael Crabtree and Carr [Derek] just told me that I need to make a play and 
that was the play I needed to make. Just the excitement made me throw the ball in the air.” 
 
Q: There is so much excitement and anticipation surrounding these Oakland Raiders. Did you see this 
performance coming from Matt Ryan and the Falcons? 
Walford: “To be honest, not really because we feel like we can win every game. At the end of the day, that is a 
professional team just like us so we just got to go back to work tomorrow.” 
 
Q; How tough is this loss going to be to swallow and then quickly transition for the Tennessee Titans? 
Walford: “It is a long season so you can't dwell on the past. We got to do what we can do. Obviously, we came up 
a bit short but we just have to move on to the next.” 
 
Q: What was going on during those nulls where the team offense couldn't put points on the board? 
Walford: “Just everybody trying to make a play. It was a bit slow at times, but we made some plays when we 
needed to.” 
 
Q; How much of a momentum killer was that Amari Cooper 51-yard touchdown catch being called back? 
Walford: “It was big man. It was a long drive, we needed someone to make a play, and that is what Cooper [Amari] 
did. We saw that flag and everyone was kind of deflated.” 
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Q: You were a big favorite to win this game. Is it frustrating to lose a game you are supposed to come out on top 
in? 
Walford: “I mean I wouldn't say it is frustrating because like I said, that is a professional team just like us. It is not 
won on paper. You have to go out there and execute the game.” 
 
Q: Do you feel these are correctable mistakes? 
Walford: “Definitely. We will get it corrected. Coach just said we will make sure we find out corrections.” 
 
 
RAIDERS DB KEITH McGILL II 
 
Q: Did you guys have trouble adjusting to the no-huddle and change of pace of the Falcons? 
McGill: “Credit to them for executing the plan, but at the same time, we got to make some corrections. The no-
huddle wasn't really the issue. We just need to make the minor adjustments.” 
 
Q: How frustrating is it for the defense to give up over 500 yards of offense these first two weeks? 
McGill; “It is always going to be frustrating for any team. We still have some adjustments to make. Again, credit to 
them, but we have to come out and be dominant.” 
 
Q: Seemed like the tight-ends gave you some issues today. Was that something you guys saw on film from last 
week or something else? 
McGill: “I don't think it was them, but a matter of us not doing certain things that we are meant to do.” 
 
 
RAIDERS DT DAN WILLIAMS 
 
Q: Why do you think you guys are having troubles so far? 
Williams: “Today, especially for the run game part of it, a few guys were getting out of gaps. They did a great job of 
counter-swooping us, getting us to misfit. They just took advantage of our mistakes. We didn’t do a great job 
executing.” 
 
Q: Was this a mental thing or more physical at this point? 
Williams: “We had a great week of practice, things just didn’t happen on the field. It’s still early in the season. We 
have to keep the team working, get back to practice and correct these mistakes.” 
 
Q: How far do you think you guys are from coalescing into what you think this defense can be? 
Williams: “They’re just small, minor issues. In the end they cost us big plays. If it’s just getting the call in, trying to 
making sure we communicate with each other, getting set right. There are little things. Today really showed. We 
made mistakes that definitely made big plays today. They just took advantage of it.” 
 
Q: Coach [Jack Del Rio] says those mistakes are correctable. Since it’s early in the season, how positive is that for 
you, knowing that? 
Williams: “It’s definitely positive. We have some guys who played in different places last year. We’re still learning 
each other. We started to gel a little together in the preseason, but as you get into the real games, especially as we 
watch film after the game is over, we’re starting to learn and get a feel for each other more. Where we’re going 
right now we have no choice but to improve.” 
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RAIDERS T DONALD PENN 
  
Q: Is it a shock for this team with today's result in the home opener? 
Penn: “It’s football and you can't win them all. We went out there and played our tails off. We got some stuff we 
need to fix this week and it is still early. The good thing is it’s only the second game, but I'm not going to lie, we are 
down. We had a chance to win that game and it is tough when you lose one like that. We are going to keep 
fighting. It’s early and we are going to get on these Titans this week.” 
 
Q: What are your thoughts on the pass to Amari Cooper that was called back? 
Penn: “I know that crew is a great crew. That was a big play. You never know what may happen if we got that play 
back. We got to learn from that stuff. D.C. [Derek Carr] is moving around making stuff happen. I just want to keep 
doing what he is doing.” 
 
Q: Did it look like two games in one because the first half seemed to be so much different than the second? 
Penn: “One of the things we’ve got to start focusing on is starting faster. We had a chance last week against the 
Saints where we got a turnover in the red zone, and were only able to get three points out of it. This game, we had 
two early opportunities, so we have to start fast. We’ve got to do better on our first drives and that is something 
we will work on and look at this week. Good thing is in here, everybody wants to get better.” 
 
Q: How frustrating is it when you know that the penalties can impact a win or loss? 
Penn: “It is definitely frustrating, especially when you’ve got no control over it, but that is a part of football. We’ve 
got to find a way to overcome them, and find a way to become a better team and make stuff happen.” 
 
Q: Does the offense putting points on the board make you feel like you will compete in every game? 
Penn: “It feels even better when we put more points on the board than the other team. Good thing is, it is early 
and only Week 2. There are a lot of positives, but a lot of stuff we need to work on too. We are going to work 
harder on the stuff that we need to fix.” 
 
Q: What is it like playing for Derek Carr? 
Penn: “It is great. I love it. He takes control and has the passion to win. He leads our team. He is out there fighting 
his tail off and as an offensive line, we try to make his job easy. Often times, he makes our job easy, but I love 
playing with him. We’ve got a long way to go. I'm looking forward to these Titans next week so I can get this bad 
taste out of my mouth. That is what I am looking forward to.” 
 
 
RAIDERS DE KHALIL MACK 
  
Q: How do you summarize the struggles defensively? 
Mack: “That game was on us, that game was on us defensively. Yeah, it was terrible today for us discipline-wise, 
Julio [Jones], deflections, everything worked in their favor today and we didn’t do much to stop it.” 
  
Q: After allowing 1,000 yards through the first two games, why haven’t you been able to gel as a defense? 
Mack: “1,000 yards…Being the leader of this defense, that hurts. But at the same time, the composure that you 
have to have at these times, it’s going to be big for us. Getting ready for next week, got to get ready like our life 
depended on it.” 
  
Q: Does knowing the yardage you’ve allowed motivate you to be better? 
Mack: “No doubt, no doubt, no doubt. That’s not what you want to give up. The first two games, 1,000 yards? It 
sucks. But at the same time, we have to rally back and get the troops ready. We will be better.” 
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Q: What happened in the second half? 
Mack: “Just certain things. Eyes, playing with our eyes and discipline. They did things to manipulate what we saw 
and so, you have to be ready for those things. We’re professionals, you know what I’m saying? It’s what we get 
paid to do. That’s not good enough.” 
  
Q: Is it surprising to have these troubles after the additions on a defense? 
Mack: “You could say it’s surprising because we work hard, we work hard on the defensive side of the ball. But, at 
the same time, when it comes to discipline, you can’t really work on discipline as much as you…especially when 
those bullets are flying out there. No excuse is being made, we have to be better and we will be better next game.” 
  
Q: Are teams doing more to take you out of the game? 
Mack: “It’s football. (Play action) boots and running the ball, screens, cuts, it’s all football. It’s basic football, they 
beat us playing basic football. That’s not good enough.” 
  
Q: What can you do to have one of those impact games you’ve had in the past? 
Mack: “What I was talking about, just start playing with discipline, stopping the run first, playing with better 
technique, all those different things and then letting the game open up from there on. Then, making them beat 
you throwing the ball is when you can be effective.” 
  
Q: What would be an example of the problems with discipline? 
Mack: “For example, myself. Playing the boot instead of playing the cut on the run, playing it to the tight end 
instead of going around him, different things of that nature. Just things to open up the offense and letting them 
get into the flow of things. We didn’t make them feel uncomfortable at all today.” 
  
Q: Can you see how personally Head Coach Jack Del Rio is taking the defensive struggles? 
Mack: “I’ve taken it way more personally than him, because this my defense and it’s a shame. It’s a hurtful feeling, 
but at the same time, you have to rally. You have to rally and you have to use this motivation.” 
  
Q: Is it back to the drawing board to correct the mistakes? 
Mack: “No doubt, no doubt. Watching the film, correcting them and giving this offense a short field. Getting the 
ball, getting turnovers, TFL’s (tackles for loss) and all those things that we’re good at.” 
  
Q: With the struggles on one side of the ball and not the other, does it feel similar to last year? 
Mack: “Yeah, you could say it’s a little bit of that. But, it’s a new season and we have new faces, we have new guys 
and we have to rally. We have to rally. We have to take blows on the chin and get ready for next week.” 
  
Q: What can you learn from last year? 
Mack: “You can learn a lot from last year. This is a new year and we‘re looking forward to getting better. It’s a new 
team, a different team. Offensively, they’re doing everything right. We just have to rally defensively, immediately.” 
  
Q: They had two big plays including a deflection that didn’t go in your favor, are there some days that just don’t 
feel like it’s going your way? 
Mack: “Yeah, those are things that can’t happen. But at the same time, all the big plays that we did give up 
technique wise and doing the wrong things, it can’t happen.” 
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FALCONS HEAD COACH DAN QUINN 
  
Opening statement: 
Quinn: “I thought this game was filled with resiliency. We knew it was going to be a tough fight, and knew it was 
going to be a tough environment to play in. We had a difficult loss last week, we had to bounce back and go right 
back to work knowing we had a tough opponent coming up and coming out here to play in Oakland. The finish was 
going to be a big deal for us today. I thought our team was filled with resiliency. No bigger time – we had a special 
teams penalty that extended a drive, went to a score, fell behind, but I was very proud of the way the guys wanted 
to just continue to fight. We knew it was going to be a hard fight – and they certainly did. We’ve got to clean up 
some of the mistakes that we made, and we’ll do that, but I have to say I was pleased with the fight, the attitude, 
the mindset that we have collectively as a team. It’s a very strong brotherhood this group has, and that will carry 
us a long way. We’ve got a lot of stuff for us to clean up on, but the fighting spirit, the attitude that we played with 
today, that’s something to be proud of. With that I’ll open up with your questions.” 
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Q: What worked for the offense getting the three red zone scores in a row? 
Quinn: “It was a big day for the offense. Even showing the resiliency when we had the turnover down there – we 
came right back on the next series and had a good one again. The guys really executed the plan. We had a real 
design of how we wanted to go about it – both in the field and in the red zone – and I thought the guys just kept 
attacking. We’re a very fit team, and it was a hot day, and our group kept going and kept attacking, I thought that 
was a real factor in this game.” 
  
Q: Scoring on six of seven possessions, what worked for you offensively? 
Quinn: “We felt we would speed it up a little bit at times. It was a hot day today, and we knew we would 
have some [opportunities] for our runs based on the looks that we would have. I was very pleased with the fight in 
terms of the running backs. There were some big plays out there for us today; big catches by [Falcons WR 
Mohamed] Sanu, another one by Julio [Jones] – when he plays with that type of aggression, he’s a hard guy to deal 
with.” 
  
Q: When do you choose to go no huddle as opposed to having a huddle? 
Quinn: “We certainly do – and just to clear this up because this has been a big topic of conversation… We do use 
no huddle. It may not be in the shotgun format where you see it all the time, but often times we’re under center, 
we have hand signals that we do. We love using it often times within a drive – we have a big play, we get back on 
the ball again where we have runs and passes. Some people would think of two-minute as a no huddle, we’re not 
into that mode in a two-minute, but we do use no huddle. We used it last week and we featured it a little bit more 
in this game.” 
   
Q: What did you think of Matt Ryan’s performance today? 
Quinn: “We thought he played a terrific game today – really nailing the plan all the way through from our first and 
second down plan. Honestly, the offensive line needs to be given a lot of credit today. They totally nailed it and 
that starts right up front with Alex Mack and the communication that he has to give to it. We featured a lot of 
different things – our screen game, the keepers, the shots down the field – it’s a wide variety of things we like to 
feature. It’s not all the same every week. Some things are going to be best for the certain opponent we’re playing – 
but I certainly was pleased with their effort today.” 
  
Q: Any reason in particular you used such a wide variety of offensive targets today? 
Quinn: “It was good to see [Falcons TE Austin] Hooper have a couple nice catches, Levine [Toilolo] had one off a 
tipped pass that resulted in the first down, so when a number of different guys can get in on the action, it really 
makes it the most challenging on third downs when there are different guys who get targeted. We know who our 
feature player is, but the running backs did a really good job today, and like you say with the tight ends today.” 
  
Q: What happened on the tip pass? 
Quinn: “[Falcons WR Justin] Hardy down in the endzone…he’s a real competitor. So we would not be surprised if 
there was a ball in the air, who would come down with it. [Hardy] would be somebody that you would put your 
money on to say he’ll find a way.” 
  
Q: Is that tipped ball catch going to be a new play? 
Quinn: “We’ll put that in for the first time when we get back. Honestly it was an excellent fight, and the guys 
showed a lot of grit today. They showed a lot of determination and resiliency so we were really pleased with the 
flight.” 
  
Q: What did you think about the play of your linebackers? 
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Quinn: “Well we had to come back and I thought [Falcons LB Sean] Weatherspoon did a nice job and took over a 
lot of the playcalling inside with [Falcons LB De’Vondre] Campbell down. We for sure missed some tackles and 
certainly on the last series it felt that way, but all in all, I thought for him, he was one that really impressed me 
stepping up. I thought Kemal Ishmael was another one who really played a really physical game today. As we went 
through it, we expected [Weatherspoon] to play well. He’s certainly a proven player and one that we counted on 
and he certainly came through today.” 
  
Q: What happened with the too many men on the field penalty? 
Quinn: “Yeah, that was certainly a hard one. [Falcons WR Justin] Hardy was down and he went back in the game, 
and it was a coaching error that we’ve got to get corrected. We thought he was out, he put himself back in. So 
poor communication all the way through.” 
  
Q: What were your thoughts on the pass interference calls? 
Quinn: “Yeah the man-to-man one went to [Falcons CB Desmond] Trufant. It looked like he had a grab on him. The 
one that was to [Falcons CB Robert] Alford deep in the end zone…from our angle, we certainly couldn’t tell. It was 
all the way back, and they thought he gave [Crabtree] a push. Going against guys who are receivers like that, 
there’s going to be battles up in the air…but you can’t do it with a push. We’ve got terrific guys that we go against 
each day, so it shouldn’t be a surprise playing against big guys. It’s something that we’ll look at for sure. I can’t 
even tell you specifically on Alford’s if we think it was a foul. Obviously they called it so they saw something.” 
  
Q: What did you see on the long Amari Cooper touchdown that got called back? 
Quinn: “Yes, out of bounds, yep. It looked like that. [Raiders QB Derek Carr] was outside the pocket at the time… 
so we saw [Cooper] clearly go out of bounds, I couldn’t tell if he was pushed or not.” 
  
Q: How pleased were you to see Eric Weems’ return there? 
Quinn: “Yeah, he’s such a fan favorite in our locker room. Guys absolutely want to battle for him. For his return, so 
many of the guys had the block and that’s who we also get excited for. So they got him and sprung him. We’ve got 
the term, ‘Who’s going to set it off?’ and often times, he’s the guy on special teams with the return, with the tackle 
inside the 20 – we count on that from him, and he delivered again today.” 
 
 
FALCONS QB MATT RYAN 
  
Q: How did you feel about how your offense scoring on 6-of-7 drives with three coming in the red zone? 
Ryan: “Yeah I thought we did a great job offensively getting in to a rhythm. We didn’t do a whole lot in the first 
quarter, but once we kind of found our stride, we kept going and played really well. [We] did a better job in the red 
zone today, still have some opportunities to continue to improve, areas we can get better. But, for the most part, I 
thought our guys played really well today.” 
  
Q: Did having 16 no-huddle plays in the first half help the offense? 
Ryan: “Yeah, I mean some weeks – we talk about it all the time – some weeks it’s an advantage for us; this week 
we felt like it was. They’ve got some big guys on that defensive front. We did a great job with the tempo – it was 
effective for us. I thought we ran the ball extremely well out of no-huddle and also, we hit some big shots down 
the field. Going sideline to sideline with all the key plays that we did, I really thought it was effective for us.” 
  
Q: The Stanford guys, Austin Hooper and Levine Toilolo got in the action today… 
Ryan: “That’s right, 12 Cardinal, that’s what we call them, man. Those guys got in there, did a good job for us. 
Levine [Toilolo] and Austin [Hooper] made some really good plays. Jacob [Tamme] did a great job for us. We spent 
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a lot of the game in 13-personnel which is for us, one wide receiver, three tight ends, one running back. I thought 
that was a good matchup for us today and our guys did a great job.” 
  
Q: With the running backs going over 100 yards today, how did they help with the offensive attack? 
Ryan: “I thought both our backs did an awesome job running. Tevin [Coleman] and Davonta [Freeman] were 
physical the entire day, ran with great vision and made some plays, kind of cutting the ball back and getting 
outside. I thought they were awesome for us, caught the ball well out of the backfield. We’ve got two really good 
guys, but to me, it’s all about the offensive line. Our guys up front, they stepped up to the challenge and played 
really well across the board. That was fun to see.” 
  
Q: How important is it to get the win and be 1-1 instead of 0-2? 
Ryan: “One and one is a lot better than 0-2, that’s for sure. It was important for us today, especially on the road. I 
mean, that’s a good football team. Oakland’s a very good football team and those guys competed really hard. So, it 
was a good win for us.” 
  
Q: Can you explain the Justin Hardy touchdown play? 
Ryan: “Yeah, sometimes you need a little luck, right? For us, you talk about in our building all the time, ‘Good 
things happen to people who run.’ Good things happen to those guys who run all the time. Hardy was busting his 
tail on the backside and ended up being in the right spot at the right time and it ended up being a huge play for us. 
So that was a good bounce.” 
  
Q: What does it mean to have the tight ends involved moving forward? 
Ryan: “Yeah, for us I mean, it’s huge. To be able to switch personnel groupings the way that we did, you try and 
find whatever is an advantage for you that week, and for us we felt like that was a good matchup for us. Our guys 
did an outstanding job. Austin Hooper, I think he had like 80 yards or something like that. For a rookie, in his 
second game, I thought that was great production from him. But across the board, we’re talented at that position 
and those guys did a great job.” 
  
Q: What happened on the interception? 
Ryan: “I have to throw a better ball. At the end of the day, that’s what it comes down to, giving him a chance to 
make a play on the ball. I didn’t do that.” 
  
Q: Why were the tight ends a good matchup for today? 
Ryan: “Well, we just felt like with as big of personnel as they would go to on defense, we liked our guys. We felt 
like their athleticism would show and we felt like we could run the ball effectively from that personnel grouping, 
and we did both. Our run matched really well to our play-action passing and our out-of-pocket stuff, so that a good 
matchup for us.” 
  
Q: Were you surprised how many times Julio Jones was left one-on-one? 
Ryan: “Yeah, on his touchdown, I think they were trying to actually double him and Reggie Nelson got wide 
because I think they were concerned with threatening vertical and releasing outside, and we had an inside route 
and [Julio] ran a great route and finished the way that only he can. Then, obviously the catch on the throw down 
the field, he tracks the ball as well as anybody in the league, I mean anybody in the world. That was fun to watch.” 
 
 
FALCONS WR MOHAMED SANU 
  
Q: How did that game feel? 
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Sanu: “Oh, it felt great.  We came out here as a team. The “Tamminator” [TE Jacob Tamme] came out and did his 
thing, all the Tight Ends came out and did a great job.  So, it’s awesome.” 
  
Q: It was a big game for Matt [Ryan].  What can you say about his performance today? 
Sanu: “He came out here and played outstanding, and he came out here and did what he does.  And that’s to be 
efficient.  We don’t call him “Ice” for nothing.  Just cool and calm.” 
  
Q:  What can you say about the resiliency that this team showed today? 
Sanu: “We just stayed level-headed.  Stayed within it and did our job.  You know, [Dan] Quinn did a wonderful job, 
and we made some plays down field.” 
  
Q: What do you have to say about [WR] Justin Hardy’s catch today? 
Sanu: “Tips and overthrows, we have to get those.  It’s something we practice all the time, tips and 
overthrows.  So, we have to get those.” 
  
Q: So you guys did practice that this week? 
Sanu: “I mean the defense practices it more than anything.  But, you know, we took it to our side of the offense.” 
  
Q:  So what’s next for you guys? 
Sanu:  “We just have to keep the trend going, keep the momentum going.  Come this week prepare even harder 
than we did the previous week.  And come out here and try to get another W.” 
  
Q: What can you say about the running back’s performance today? 
Sanu: “Oh yeah, they’re pound-for pound two of the best I’ve seen.  They’re awesome.  It’s great to have backs like 
that, and be able to block for those guys.” 
 

FALCONS TE JACOB TAMME  
 
Q: How good did it feel to get the first win of the season? 
Tamme: “It felt real good. It felt awesome. We were all disappointed in the way that we started, so we went to 
work last week. We were coming out here, big, long trip. Big trip to the west coast, playing a team that was on a 
high after what they did last week, so I thought it was heck of a win, a great way to get on the right track.” 
 
Q: You and [Austin] Hooper found some success today. Matt [Ryan] had some good passes to you guys. How 
nice was it to see him and you guys be big contributors to the offensive success today?  
Tamme: “That was fun. We got in. We had three tight ends on the field quite a bit today. Me, Hoop [Austin 
Hooper], and Levine [Toilolo] out there, and we were able to do some nice things. We have some different 
personal  groups we can throw out at people. Obviously, we have some good running backs and wide outs. It’s fun 
for the tight ends to get to be a part of it, and get a chance to make some plays, so that part was awesome.”  
 
Q: Coach talked about how resilient this team is and what they showed today. What'd you guys all say to each 
other after the game? 
Tamme: “When you get a win like that on the road, there’s no better feeling. When you get a win like that on the 
road, it’s fun. All of the work you put in, and you get the result that you want, and you see your work get rewarded 
with a win. Guys playing hard for each other today, that’s what is really cool.”  
 
Q: Coach talked about how well the offensive line played today. They struggled in the first game, but they 
rebounded in this game, what’d you see from those guys today? 
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Tamme: “Those guys were out there working. Those guys were out there working, just grinding. Doing what they 
do. It’s fun for us because we get to be a part of that sometimes. We get to do a little bit of everything which 
makes it real fun at tight end, but hats off to those guys. They were grinding. We ran the ball nicely. We needed to. 
They gave Matt [Ryan] a lot of time to take shots down the field, so that part was really great.” 
 
Q: How big was it for you guys to get this win and even up the record? 
Tamme: “It was huge. You never want to start the season with a loss, but when you do, you gotta’   bounce back. It 
was a real good game for us to come out here on a big trip to the west coast and beat a team that was on a pretty 
good high from their week one win.” 
 
Q: Is it kind of unusual for not just you, but the Tight Ends like Austin [Hooper] in general to have big games like 
you did today? 
Tamme: “I don’t know. It’s week two. I feel like we’ve got some pretty good tight ends. That was fun to get three 
of us in there with myself and Austin [Hooper], and Levine Toilolo in there we can create some issues. It’s a nice 
change for us to throw at people. Austin [Hooper] did a great job. He’s been working hard. It’s great to see him get 
a chance to catch some balls.” 
 
Q: If not for the interception drive in the red zone, you guys would have had seven straight scoring drives. It 
seemed like offensively you had them confused, or kept them off guard all day. 
Tamme: “It felt like we could move. We kept them off-balance a bit with our tempo. Matt [Ryan] did a great job of 
mixing up cadences and counts. There’s some different things we did with the run game, passing game, and play-
action game. We were able to keep them off-balance.” 
 
Q: On the one kick, was it a miscue behind you. I know it was a real quick play.  
Tamme: “Yeah, I wish I could’ve gotten it. I wish I could’ve knocked it down, and that would've gave us another 
shot right there. You want those opportunity balls , couldn’t quite get a handle on it.” 
 
Q: Was there something in the Raider’s defense that you saw that made you think that the tight ends could take 
advantage of? 
Tamme: “I don’t think there is anything specifically in their defense necessarily. I think they have some good 
players over there. Obviously Khalil Mack is a guy you have to gain panorama, and think about a lot. We just tried 
to exploit holes when we could find them, and we did an okay job of that. Also, the tempo that we played at with 
the no-huddle was definitely good for us and kept them off-balance.” 
 
 
FALCONS S RICARDO ALLEN 
 
Q: “You guys also did a great job on Cooper today, what was the key there?” 
Allen: “Oh man, Trufant. Cooper, he (inaudible) Trufant all day and I think they both one of the best and we put 
our best on him too. Trufant, he went out there and he battled all day and all night. He gave it his all, even when 
he almost got the interception earlier, I think he ended up jumping up and losing a little energy or something and 
then he was ready to come back.” 
 
Q: It was a nice win, huh? 
Allen: “For sure, in life, you never want to start out 0-2 so coming out and you know bouncing back from what we 
did last week and just coming out here and getting the win, it’s just amazing because this is what we work for, this 
is how we fight. We fight day in and day out with each other and we came out here and we battle.”  
 
Q: Kemal Ishmael played well, how would you characterize his play? 
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Allen: “You know, not just to put it on one person because we all fought night but Ishmael, he got out there and 
made that play. We told him to go take a shot, he took a shot. He ran through the gap and the defensive line did a 
really good opening up the block for him but Ishmael went out there and he made that play. When plays need to 
be made, he made that play.”  
 
Q: How important was this win? 
Allen: “Every win is important but because we in this week, it was important. It’s one of the most important wins 
up to this week. Now we have to move on to next week and we have to put this behind us but as of now, this is the 
most important week because we just finished it.” 
 
 
CB Desmond Trufant 
  
Q: How did you think the defense played today? 
Trufant: “We as a defense, we definitely have things we need to work on, but we got the win and we got to keep 
pushing. We have to keep pushing to get to our standard, so we took some steps in the right direction, but overall 
we need to get a lot better.” 
  
Q: What happened on the pass to Amari Cooper that got called back for illegal touching? 
Trufant: “When the quarterback scrambles outside the pocket, there’s no more illegal contact. The five-yard rule, 
you can’t have your hands on him but once he scrambles out, you can have your hands on him so as a defensive 
back, they teach you if the receiver is by the sideline, push him out of bounds because he can’t be the first one to 
touch the ball anymore, so I pushed him out and I knew he couldn’t be the first one to touch it. So, that was just a 
heads up by me because I knew the quarterback was scrambling, so get him out of bounds and he won’t be the 
first to touch it.” 
 


