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Raiders Head Coach Jack Del Rio 
 
Opening Statement: “OK, nice to get win No. 12. Good victory for the team. Unfortunately, came with a 
setback with our quarterback. Derek [Carr] had a break of his fibula and will require surgery. Going to try 
to get it done tomorrow. He’ll be out indefinitely. Once he’s healed and ready to go, we’ll go, but until 
then he’ll be healing. It was a good win, but a tough setback to have our quarterback go down like that. 
Unfortunate. I figured that would be the bulk of the questions you’ll want to ask, so I’ll just open it up.” 
  
Q: Will Connor Cook be the backup? 
Coach Del Rio: “Cook will be the backup. Correct.” 
  
Q: How does the team feel? 
Coach Del Rio: “Yeah, it obviously is a blow. That’s what teams do. Teams have to find a way to pick up 
and move on. We’ll rally around the next guy as best we can. That’s what you do. It’ll be incumbent on 
the offensive line and the backs to do more. The defense to do more. The special teams to do more. As a 
team, pick it up and do more to fill in. Obviously, that’s a big setback.” 
  
Q: What do you mean when you say indefinitely? 
Coach Del Rio: “Well… we’re not going to worry about next week. He’s not going to play next week.” 
  
Q: Does that mean he might play at some point in the playoffs? 
Coach Del Rio: “That just means I can’t tell you that right now. I don’t know right now. Everybody heals 
differently. We’ll see exactly what needs to be done when they get in there and do it. That’s really all I 
have to give you right now is it won’t be a situations where you’re trying to get me to say something in a 
week. ‘Is he going to play? Is he going to play?’ I think he’s going to be done a little while.” 
  
Q: Could you tell immediately how serious it was? 
Coach Del Rio: “Yeah, as soon as I got out there he said, ‘I think it’s broke.’ I think most athletes have a 
pretty good idea when something’s going on with their body. I think he felt right away.” 
  
Q: It looks like he spun around on it. 
Coach Del Rio: “Yeah, I think he twisted it around and it gave way.” 
  
Q: Do you have to say whether it was a clean break or not? 
Coach Del Rio: “I don’t. I don’t.” 
  
Q: Where is he now? 
Coach Del Rio: “He was coming out of the X-Ray room when I saw him.” 
  
Q: How are his spirits? 
Coach Del Rio: “I’m sure he’s sad, but he knows we have a lot of love for him. He’ll heal and be ready to 
rejoin us at some point. Until then, we’ll just love him up and encourage him to stay strong.” 
  
Q: How much of a challenge will this be for you? 
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Coach Del Rio: “Yeah, I think we’ll get into all of that as we get ready for Denver next week. We’ll carry 
on like you always do. It’s just obviously more involved when it’s your quarterback. Just like you do at 
any position, you carry on as a football team and you put the next guy in. I’m not trying to dismiss 
anything by any means. It’s obviously huge thing to have to deal with, but that’s what we do. As a team 
that’s what we do.” 
  
Q: How did the mood on the sideline change? 
Coach Del Rio: “I think we all felt it. I think the stadium felt it. It went from really, really good to kind of a 
got the wind knocked out of you feel.” 
  
Q: Will the performance from the running game today be something you’ll need to see going forward? 
Coach Del Rio: “Yeah. I thought we ran it very well today. The line did a good job of moving people and 
the backs hit it hard. DeAndré [Washington] got his first score and then he got another. I think he was 
right at the century mark. Just under it maybe. It was a good performance running the ball.” 
 
 
Raiders QB Matt McGloin 
  
Q: Obviously this is a tough situation. What were your emotions like as you entered the game? 
McGloin: “Just tried to stay as calm as I can. You know we have a great group of guys on the offensive 
staff, on the offensive line, running backs, wide receivers and tight ends. They all just did a great job of 
embracing me when I entered the game and they helped me stay calm. We have each other’s back and 
we just tried to finish the game.” 
  
Q: How do you feel now that this is your job to take over and start the games? 
McGloin: “I’m ready to go. I feel great and it has been great working with Derek Carr the past few years 
and working together and seeing what he has done on the field trying to learn from that. I’m ready to 
go. I know this team, these guys around me, this staff, this organization will do a great job of helping me 
out and embracing me. Just making sure we continue to move in the right direction.” 
  
Q: Have you had a chance to talk to Derek [Carr]? 
McGloin: “I just saw him briefly. He knows I have his back and he knows everybody else in this locker 
room has his back.” 
  
Q: There had to be so many emotions going through your head seeing him go down there like that?  
McGloin: “It is a difficult situation. First and foremost, he is a very good friend of mine and it is tough to 
see him go down and get hurt. He has been having such an incredible season and to see him go down 
like that was tough. At the same time, I got to try my best to stay calm, stay poise, stay focused and do 
my job.” 
  
Q: Are you up for the challenge? 
McGloin: “Absolutely.” 
  
Q: What did you see there on that third down pass to Amari Cooper that sealed the game for the 
team? 
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McGloin: “In a situation like that, you want to get the first down. You’re going for the first down. We 
don’t want to exactly play it safe. We wanted to get the first down and take a knee to end the game 
right there. Obviously not having a ton of opportunities to play with Amari Cooper and that first unit, but 
I know the types of routes he runs, and can trust him in big time situations. The offensive line did a 
tremendous job of protection and Amari [Cooper] went up and made a terrific catch.” 
  
Q: How does this change your routine? 
McGloin: “It really doesn’t. You are still practicing, coming in early and leaving late. I always prepare as if 
I am a starter and now I am going to continue and do the same thing. Keep my regimen the same, stay 
focused, stay ready and try to play to the best of my ability.” 
  
Q: How do you guys keep your morale up? 
McGloin: “This is a great group of guys. They are focused. They are focused on winning and continuing 
to improve and try to do great things. These guys are going to stay focused and I think tonight was an 
example of that. They kept focused on the goal to win, and we went out there and stayed poised and 
calm. That is going to be our mindset moving forward and just go in and play as hard as we can.” 
  
Q: How close are you and Derek [Carr]? 
McGloin: “He is one of my very good friends. You’ve been with somebody for three years and he has 
been the starter, I’ve been the backup and it was tough to see him go down. He is a good friend, but I 
told him I have his back and will play as hard as I can for him.” 
 
 
Raiders WR Amari Cooper 
 
Q: What did you see when you kneeled down next to Derek Carr? 
Cooper: “I just saw that he was hurt, man. He was kind of upset about it. Who wouldn’t be? I’m praying 
for him and hopefully he has a speedy recovery.” 
  
Q: What’s it like knowing you guys are going to have to rally without the guy who has been your 
leader? 
Cooper: “It’s hurts, but that’s what this game is about. You risk getting hurt every time you step on this 
field. You never know what to expect. Like I said, I’m praying for him and hopefully we can go out there 
playing and play hard for him.” 
  
Q: What do you think about Matt McGloin? 
Cooper: “He’s a great quarterback. I really like him. I’m excited to see what he’s going to do. I’m excited 
to see how he prepares. Just excited to go out there and be able to work whatever to help him come 
back and play in games.” 
  
Q: What’s something you see from McGloin in practice? 
Cooper: “The biggest thing about him that sticks out is just, he’s a competitor. He wants to win. He 
prepares as if he wants to win. Those are the things I like about him.” 
  
Q: What was it like when Carr went down? 
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Cooper: “Obviously, you don’t want your leader of the offense to go down because he’s our leader. It 
was just a really sad moment. I’m praying for him. It was just sad.” 
 
 
Raiders RB Latavius Murray 
 
Q: How has it been having Jalen Richard and DeAndré Washington on the team? 
Muray: “It’s been great. DeAndré, I’m extremely happy for him, finding the end zone not once but twice 
for the first time ever. Very happy for him. I know we’ve been running the ball well all year. I think it’s 
been a testimate to everyone in the group. I’ve said that plenty of times. There’s no me without those 
two guys. They played big today.” 
  
Q: How devastating is the news about Derek Carr? 
Muray: “I feel terrible for him. Before a teammate, he’s my friend, my best friend. I feel terrible for him 
outside from football. I know he’s strong-minded and he’ll bounce back. That’s just the kind of guy he is, 
but again, I feel terrible for him. We just need to continue to work, continue to go out there and do 
what we need to do so we can be successful in the postseason. That’s been our goal this whole time. 
That doesn’t change despite the fact that Derek is going to be out for a few weeks.” 
  
Q: How do you keep it from being overwhelming? 
Muray: “We’re a team. Obviously, we have to continue to work and work towards our goals. 
 
 
RAIDERS RB DEANDRÉ WASHINGTON 
 
Q: You look like you had a lot of energy stored up. 
Washington: “My mentality was, even when I wasn’t active, keep preparing like I’m playing. You never 
know when your number is going to get called. When it gets called you need to be ready. That was my 
biggest deal, that’s what I was trying to do.” 
 
Q: Did the veterans pull you aside and say ‘hey, keep it up, we’re going to need you’? 
Washington: “A couple of guys talked to me. I was a little down. They told me it’s a long season. It’s like 
I said, you never know when you’re going to be needed. Today we were all needed as a group. I’m glad 
we had good success running the ball.” 
 
Q: It scrapped the energy when [Derek] Carr went down. The whole thing changed. You guys were 
having a great day then things came up sour. 
Washington: “Yeah, that’s our guy so that’s definitely going to be a mood changer. We understand that 
we’ve come too far to look back now. We’re playing for the best. We understand that everyone needs to 
step up their game a little more.” 
 
Q: The running game you will really need maybe now more than ever. 
Washington: “Yeah, the running game, passing game, blocking, everybody has to step up their game. It’s 
playoff time. Regardless of who got hurt you want everyone to step up their game to another level.” 
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Q: How did it feel to get loose like that out there, get your first touchdown? 
Washington: “It felt good to finally break the seal and get in the end zone. Hopefully it’s the first of 
many.” 
 
Q: That second one you took off like a shot. 
Washington: “It was a great block by Andre [Holmes]. He sprung me. The safety came down hard and he 
cracked him in. It was a wide open field then. It was a great block.” 
 
Q: Do you think the way you ran the ball today bodes well with a back-up quarterback coming in with 
you guys needing to protect him with some running? 
Washington: “I think any time you can run the ball it helps whoever is at quarterback. We definitely 
understand that we need to run going forward, but not only run we need to execute our offense and 
play better on special teams. Keep the momentum on defense.” 
 
Q: Why are those gun runs so effective? You guys were just gashing them off that. 
Washington: “Ask those guys over there. The O-line made our lives easy. We saw some things on film 
that we liked and we were able to execute it today.” 
 
Q: How about for you today having a breakout game? 
Washington: “I felt good. It came with the preparation. Those few weeks I was out I was hungry to get 
back out there and attacked it as if I was playing.” 
 
Q: 99 yards, you left one out there? 
Washington: “I left one out there. I’ll take it. We got the win.” 
 
Q: When you break one open like that, see daylight and the goal line, do your eyes get like saucers? 
Washington: “Yeah your mouth gets watery. To be able to in there twice after not being able to get in 
there all season is probable the best Christmas gift I got in a while.” 
 
Q: How about that back-to-back 22-yard touchdown runs? 
Washington: “Like I said, the o-line made my job easier on the second one. Andre did a hell of a job on 
the block, I was untouched because he did a good job on the safety so kudos to those guys. 
 
Q: Where you in on the play when Carr was hurt? 
Washington: “No, I wasn’t.” 
 
Q: From your vantage point break down what you saw. 
Washington: “It was a strange play. His foot got stuck in the ground. I don’t know what happened to him 
but I’m definitely [praying for him.” 
 
Q: What was the emotion like after that happened on the sideline? 
Washington: “It’s tough man. Whenever you’re MVP goes down it’s a tough feeling. Guys understand 
we need to rally together. Whatever the diagnosis may be, we need to rally together. Matt [McGloin] is 
capable of leading us all the way to accomplish our goals.” 
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RAIDERS C RODNEY HUDSON 
 
Q: What was your thought when you turned around and saw Derek [Carr] on the ground? 
Rodney Hudson: “It happened so fast. I can’t even put into words. It happened so fast. We just have to 
be here to support Derek.” 
 
Q: Rodney, it just happened so fast and it felt like a punch in the gut. Have you ever seen a team this 
‘umph’ after a win? How do you prevent it from becoming overwhelming? 
Hudson: “We’re going to support Derek first, make sure he’s mentally right then we’re going to come to 
work. That’s what we need to do.” 
 
Q: I know you were talking about the backs, to have all three backs contribute like they have all year, 
how important has it been for your offense? 
Hudson: “It’s important that those guys run hard. Everybody contributed and everybody continued to 
block well and perform well.” 
 
Q: Was there a point with the two rookies Jalen [Richard] and DeAndré [Washington] where you 
stopped being surprised with what they’re doing out there? 
Hudson: “They can play. I’ve seen it every day in practice and throughout camp. They’ve continued to 
get better. They work hard. They’re young guys but they get it, they work hard. They focus in, attention 
to detail. That’s what you ask from everybody, to get that effort, to try to do everything right.” 
 
Q: I know you’re not in the game planning but do you think this makes you more of a running team?  
Hudson: “I don’t know. I’m not going to look that far ahead. We ran well, but we’re not going to look 
that far ahead. Whatever the coaches call, we’re going to execute. No matter what’s going on, we have 
to execute.” 
 
Q: Rodney this has been such a confiden3t team all year. Can you maintain that confidence with your 
starting quarterback down? 
Hudson: “We will. It’s tough right now. Everybody is going to be down right now, but the important 
thing is for everyone to be there for Derek [Carr].” 
 
 
Raiders LB Bruce Irvin 
  
Q: How tough of a win was this after losing Derek [Carr]? 
Irvin: “It is hard. We lost our leader. We are very confident in Matt McGloin. We are very confident in 
his abilities. Just guys got to step up. Me and Khalil Mack need to step up. The defense can’t carry just 
the defense, but we got to help the offense better now. We are ready and prepared. We wish Derek 
[Carr] the best, but you know, that is the game. Got to move forward and wish him nothing but the best. 
It hurts, but we got to keep fighting for him.” 
  
Q: Was this like a gut punch because it seemed like everything was clicking? 
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Irvin: “Football. Injuries are something tough to prevent. 99 percent chance you going to get injured in 
this game. It is an unfortunate situation but we got to continue to keep fighting as DC [Derek Carr] 
would want us to do. That is what we are going to do.” 
  
Q: What was the emotion like on the sideline right after the injury? 
Irvin: “Just like we lost. I mean we lost our best friend, our leader. He is the leader of this team, both 
him and Khalil Mack. Just seeing him go down like that, it hurt us. It didn’t really feel like we won, but we 
got to continue to keep fighting. He won’t want to see us get down and worry about him. He wants us to 
keep fighting and that is what we got to do. We have confidence on this team that we can keep this 
thing rolling.” 
 
 
RAIDERS LT DONALD PENN 
 
Q: How does this team have to respond with Derek [Carr] out? 
Penn: “We need to step up, next man up. IT’s sad. I’m very disappointed in myself because it’s my guy 
that got him. I’ve been great all year, I don’t know how. I was engaged with my guy, I took another step 
and my foot slipped out from under me. I wish I had that play back. I’ve been great all year, I slip up on 
one play. I’m mad at myself. I’ll be good tomorrow but I’m mad at myself. I wish there was something 
else I could do. I’ve never had a quarterback get hurt in my career. I’m upset right now.” 
 
Q: What did you tell him as he was carted off? 
Penn: “What’d he tell me, he told me ‘I’m going to be good’. He said ‘I got your back. I love you all’. 
That’s how we are, we’re a family. He told me. I didn’t get a chance to say something to me because he 
was talking to me when I got over there.” 
 
Q: How does this impact and change what this team is going to do going forward? 
Penn: “Nothing. I’m not going to sit here and let you guys build a story around this. It is a story but we’re 
going to try to next man up. Matt [McGloin] has been great for us. Every time he’s come in while I’ve 
been here he’s been great. We have a lot of faith in Matt.  Everybody else has to step it up now. We’re 
going to be fine. I believe in Matt, that’s why he’s our backup quarterback. Matt came in and made 
some great passes, did some great plays. It’s definitely going to be hard. The MVP of the team, the MVP 
of the league is hurt right now. That’s a big spot to fill but we have to do it. Hopefully Kansas City loses 
tomorrow so we get a little more rest. We have to do this. Next man up. It’s not going to stop us. We 
need to find a way to keep this thing going because it’s going good.” 
 
Q: What does it say about the character in this room that you’re going to overcome this? 
Penn: “That’s the name of the league. That’s how I got my start. Second year in the league the left tackle 
went down. I haven’t missed a game since. That’s how the mentality goes, that’s how this league has 
evolved. The good thing is we have a great backup quarterback. I have a lot of faith in Matt [McGloin]. 
Good thing is Matt is going to come in and step up. We’re going to rally behind him. I’m going to step my 
game up, [Kelechi Osemele] is going to step his game up, Rodney [Hudson] is going to step his game up. 
Everybody has toe elevate their game up more because we are missing our MVP.” 
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COLTS HEAD COACH CHUCK PAGANO 

Coach Pagano: “Only injuries to report was CB Darius Butler was out with a concussion and WR Donte 
Moncrief went out with a shoulder. Credit the Raiders, congratulations to them. They played a heck of a 
game today. Pretty much beat us soundly in all three phases. We fought back, gave ourselves a chance 
at the end to try and pull this thing off and couldn’t make a play at the end. You can’t turn the ball over 
if you can’t stop the run. You’re not going to win if you don’t play good in the red zone. You’re not going 
to win if you don’t get off to a good start. It’s hard to win games in the National Football League. When 
you have miscues and missed opportunities, and we talked about the turnovers, you just can’t do it. You 
can’t do it on the road, you can’t do it versus anybody. We’re obviously very disappointed. We had 
another opportunity and let it slip away. Again, credit the Raiders. They did a hell of a job and I hope and 
pray. You don’t want to see anyone get injured in this game on either side. Derek Carr is one hell of a 
quarterback, he’s one hell of a competitor and one hell of a man. Our thoughts and prayers are with 
him. I don’t know the severity of his injury, but I hope to God he’s ok.” 
 
Q: Two straight years not making it to the playoffs, how does that make you feel? 
Coach Pagano: “It’s hard. It’s very hard.” 
 
Q: When they scored 5 straight touchdowns, why couldn’t you stop the run? 
Coach Pagano: “They executed, obviously, and we did not. I didn’t have any answers, that’s a bad job on 
my part and that falls on me.” 
 
Q: Talk about QB Andrew Luck’s interceptions. 
Coach Pagano: “Well they had fourteen points off both of those. So, it hurts. He knows we can’t throw 
them, you can’t force things. You can’t do it. It’d be hard to win when you do that.” 
 
Q: What do you say to the team after a season like this? 
Coach Pagano: “We’ve got a great locker room. We’ve got character guys and great men in there, both 
coaches and players. Obviously, we’re all very disappointed. We’ve had numerous opportunities and 
numerous chances. It’s hard, football’s hard. This game isn’t for everybody, playing or coaching and so 
we’ll finish. We signed up for 16 games and we’re going to play 16 games. We’ll finish and we’ll finish 
the right way because character matters. They all matter and that’s what they’ll do. We did that in year 
one when everybody asked if we’d rest people when we had the playoffs clinched and we played. We 
did it in year two and year three. So, we’re going to finish the way that we’re supposed to finish. If you 
don’t have the right guys, then you don’t fight your way out of a hole and give yourself a chance. Get 
one stop, one stop and give the ball back up. Andrew and the offense when we finally got some 
momentum going made enough plays to get the job done and we didn’t. But we’ll finish and we’ll finish 
the right way.” 
 
Q: Was inconsistency what hurt you this season? 
Coach Pagano: “We can never get on a run. We can never keep it going and have the momentum to 
string two, three, four, five games together like you need to do. When you had opportunities and a lot 
of ups and downs, we make no excuses about whatever. That’s disappointing.” 
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Q: Did not being able to stop the run break the defense spirit? 
Coach Pagano: “Never.” 
 
 
Q: How tough was it for you guys being in a position to make the playoffs but not being able to get it 
done? 
Luck: “We failed. I feel like I failed and feel like I failed my teammates. There’s a lot of disappointed guys 
in that locker room. We did have an opportunity and we didn’t take advantage of it, and unfortunately 
that seems to be the case way too many times this year. There’s not much else to say.” 
  
Q: With the interceptions, was it the offense falling apart or just a mistake? 
Luck: “The interceptions were bad decisions. The first one, I thought I put it in a decent spot and they 
made a good play. The second one was bad on all levels. You can’t do that. It went from what was 
probably a guaranteed three points there to make it 10-13, but a touchdown on their end and it’s going 
to the half, and I’m not sure how much it was but then it’s 20-7, so that was a big, big, pivotal moment 
in the game and there’s really no one else to blame but me.” 
  
Q: Two years ago you were in the AFC Championship game and lose to the Patriots and there’s a lot 
that’s happened since then, but two years without making the playoffs. How do you settle that in 
your mind? 
Luck: “It’s not good. It’s not what being a Colt is all about. It’s not what playing for the horse shoe is all 
about. Not that the playoffs are the goal, the ultimate goal every year. We know what the ultimate goal 
is but to get there you have to get to the playoffs and that’s the standard that many guys set long before 
I joined this club and like all the guys in the room, I feel responsible for not making it.” 
  
Q: How big was the turnover margin? 
Luck: “We knew that they were really, really good, towards the top of the league, in taking the ball away 
and protecting the ball, and it was the focus and I obviously failed in that department.” 
  
Q: How frustrating was this season from start to finish with you guys? 
Luck: “Yeah it’s hard to look back and sort of take a big picture view. Frustration? Yeah, obviously, 
especially after this game. We got one more week to go out there and play football and we’ll do the best 
we can.” 
  
Q: We don’t know the status of Derek Carr’s injury, but, what are your thoughts when you see him 
down on the field like that? 
Luck: “Yeah, you hope he’s OK. You hate to see anybody get injured and it’s a [expletive] part of this 
game. It happens and everybody who’s ever played football understands that. You hope, whether it’s 
Derek, or anybody on the field, you hope that they never get hurt and I hope he’s OK.” 
 
 
Colts RB Robert Turbin 
  
Q: What made this Raider defense so effective against you guys? 
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 Turbin: “They just got some pressure on the quarterback I think.  To be honest with you, I think it was 
more us.  We made some mistakes out there, especially early in the game.  They were able to capitalize 
on those mistakes, and it really put us into a hole going into the second half.  But the good thing about 
this team is we have a lot of grit to battle back, and we just came up short.” 
  
Q:  You guys will miss the playoffs, how do you turn around and get motivated for a game next week? 
 Turbin: “If you love football, you love to play football, you go out there and play.  We’re going to go out 
there and try to have the best game.  I think that if you look at a lot of teams who didn’t make the 
playoffs every year, some of those teams get on a run at the end of the year.  They win a few in a row or 
they get that last win of the season, even though they’re not going to make the playoffs.  And that’s 
momentum going into the next year.  So I think it’s important for us to prepare the same way, the right 
way.  For us to get ready to play and get a win, and get some momentum going into the next year.” 
  
Q: How frustrating is it to get a win like you did last week, and lose this game? 
Turbin: “I mean it’s frustrating.  Especially when there are playoff implications on the line. Any game you 
lose, you’ll have a little frustration to it.  You know, you work hard all year for opportunities like this; to 
be able to get to the dance and see what happens after that. But to not be in it this year, is definitely 
disappointing, and it hurts you know.  But that’s the league. That’s life. It’s hard. We have to do this, find 
a way to get better. We have a game next week and that’s going to be our focus. Like I said, let’s go out 
there and get a win and gain some momentum going into next year.” 
 
 
COLTS LB ERIK WALDEN 
 
Q: Do you think there’s a reason the team isn’t able to get the big wins like today? 
Walden: “I can’t really put a finger on it. We just didn’t get the job done, that’s what I say. Like you said, 
we had an opportunity against Houston and had a great opportunity today in a hostile environment – it 
felt like a playoff game. We came up short. I don’t know, man. It’s something we have to figure out in 
the off-season.” 
  
Q: At the end, it seems like you guys have had chances to win games- does that make it that much 
more frustrating? 
Walden: “Absolutely, despite it all, you still have an opportunity to get to the post-season. You control 
your own destiny if you don’t get it done and that’s very disappointing.” 
  
Q: What did Derek Carr and his guys do well today? 
Walden: “I think they established a run. They were able to get some runs on us. They capitalized on 
some opportunities where we missed tackles and where we might have had a gap. They made the plays 
that we didn’t, you have to give them credit.” 
  
Q: How does it feel to miss the post-season in back-to-back years? 
Walden: “Tough, man. Especially when you controlled your own destiny two weeks ago, and then a day 
like today- it’s disappointing. It’s pretty much unacceptable. An organization like this, it’s like a 
requirement to get to the post-season and we haven’t been able to do that, this year and last year.”  
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Colts OLB Robert Mathis 
 
Q: What was it about the Raiders offense that you guys could not stop? 
Mathis: “We weren’t able to put a cork in that. They had a great game plan and we came in with a great 
game plan. They made the adjustments, and we didn’t make enough. We didn’t make the plays that we 
needed to make.” 
 
Q: What does it feel like to miss the playoffs? 
Mathis: “It feels like you’ve got to finish the season. You signed onto do a job and you have to finish it.”  
 
Q: Can you pinpoint a couple of things this season of why the consistency wasn’t there? 
Mathis: “Every week is different. The Raiders had a great game plan, so they stuck to it, and a great O-
line, so I give them credit, so we couldn’t rise to the occasion today.” 
 
Q: Some of the veteran guys have mentioned that the clock is ticking. Do you feel like these are 
missed opportunities haunt you? 
Mathis: “Yeah, nothing is just given, so you have to come in every year, every week, every whatever. 
When opportunity presents itself, you have to seize the moment, so when you don’t, changes happen.” 
 
Q: What was the hardest part about the Raiders offense today? 
Mathis: “It starts with their quarterback. He’s a top-notch quarterback in this league, and has a bright 
future, so he led them to a victory today.” 
 
Q: What is the emotion right now in the locker room now that the postseason is no longer in the 
future? 
Mathis: “Deflating, but we are upbeat. Stay the course and control what you can.” 
 
 
COLTS T/G JOE REITZ 
 
Q: Why was this Raiders defense so effective against you guys? 
Reitz: “They have a lot of good players. They have good coaches, a good scheme. They played well. You 
have to give credit to Oakland today. We showed great fight and determination coming back, but in the 
end—it just wasn’t enough.” 
  
Q: How would you describe the atmosphere in this locker room right now? 
Reitz: “Everybody is down. We were going out here; we knew they were a tough team. We had a good 
week of practice and we fully expected to come here and win, but obviously with a loss—everybody is 
disappointed.” 
  
Q: How will the team stay motivated to finish the season off strong? 
Reitz: “Because that’s what we do. We signed up to play 16 every year and that’s what we’re going to 
do. We have a group of fighters in here and we have a lot of high character guys in this locker room. 
That’s why I know we’ll come out, see this thing, and fight until the end.”  
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Colts RB Frank Gore 
  
Q: How frustrating is this loss? 
Gore: “Man, it’s very frustrating.  You know, I think turnovers hurt us today.  Especially against a good 
team like the Oakland Raiders.  We knew coming into the game that we couldn’t turn over the ball.  I 
think that was the key of the loss today.” 
  
Q:  Did you know Jacksonville [Jaguars] won earlier today? 
Gore: “Yeah, I know.  But I was trying not to pay attention to that. I was trying to focus on us getting the 
win.” 
  
Q:  When you signed here two years ago, you thought you were coming to a team on the brink of a 
Super Bowl.  How tough is it knowing you guys are out of the playoffs? 
Gore:  “It’s tough.  But we still have to play.  I’ve been in the league a long time, and I know that every 
game is a toss up.  So I know there are no guarantees.  But, you know, I’m cool.  I like the guys here, I 
like the coaches here, and hopefully we can finish up the year strong and try to beat Jacksonville.” 
  
Q: Do you think you guys are better than your record shows? 
Gore:  “Yeah, I think we are better.  I think we are better than what we showed this year.  I think we got 
a lot of great talent on this team.  We got great coaches, and I just think that if you’ve seen some of the 
games, we gave them away.” 
  
Q:  Was it consistency that you guys couldn’t find this year? 
Gore:  “Yeah. You know, one week we up, and one week we down.  You can’t win that way in this 
league.  I think we can take steps the right way, even if it’s small steps.  One week we show up and we a 
top team, the next week we don’t.  I think if you look back again, we had some games we should have 
won, and you can’t do that in this league.” 
  
Q:  Do you feel like you’re better than seven wins? 
Gore:  “Yeah, we better.  But that’s our record.  We just have to try and finish strong next week against 
Jacksonville, and go from there.” 
  
Q:  Do you feel like the lack of consistency was keeping you from putting together a win streak? 
Gore: “Like I said, one week we show that we can be a top team, and the next week we come out and 
start slow and try to play catch up.  And in this league you can’t do that” 

 
Colts S Mike Adams 
 
Q: Why did the Raiders offense have so much success today? 
Adams: “They just did.” 
 
Q: When you guys come off of a game like Minnesota…? 
Adams: It’s frustrating when we come off a game like that, and this happens. It’s frustrating.” 
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Q: Are you surprised at how quickly they turned to get the lead out? 
Adams: “Yeah, but unfortunately…. (Sigh)” 
 
Q: What’s the frustration in the locker room with the playoffs no longer in the picture? 
Adams: “That’s the frustrating part, knowing that we had a chance. Again, we didn’t get it done. I 
apologize for my tone, but I’m just a little frustrated as would everybody should be. It stings. It hurts.” 
 
Q: Emotionally, you can tell that you are affected. Are you tired of being in these situations this 
season? 
Adams: “It’s not just me in these situations, it’s us. We had a chance.” 
 
Q: How tough is this when 2 years ago, you guys are sitting in the AFC Championship game looking like 
you are going to keep climbing the ladder in the AFC? 
Adams: “Again, that’s the frustrating part. We had a chance. Again, another chance, and we didn’t get it 
done. It’s disappointing because we’re better than what we showed. We’re better than what was 
displayed today. The inconsistencies just can’t happen.” 
 

  


