
                                                                                    
 
PATRIOTS HEAD COACH BILL BELICHICK 

POSTGAME PRESS CONFERENCE 
DECEMBER 3, 2023  

 
BB: Some missed opportunities here today. I thought all the guys played really hard. We moved the ball, but 

we're on a long field. Just really didn't do a good job of field position. Couldn't play the complementary game that 

we needed to play. Chargers did a couple times, got their six points, and obviously that was enough. Just got to 
do a better job – we’ve talked about it all year, making plays in critical situations that we need to make. That's 

really about it. Multiple plays you can point to on that. In the end, just obviously wasn't enough. We've got to 
find a way to make those.  

 
Q: Bill, with your offense being inconsistent, was there any talk between you and your coaching 

staff about possibly going to Malik Cunningham as a change of pace, as a spark? 

 
BB: We did what we thought was best.  

 
Q: With the offense, just how do you explain what's continuously gone wrong here for this group?  

 

BB: Just tried to do that. Sorry that wasn't good enough.  
 

Q: What went into the decision to start Bailey Zappe over Mac Jones?  
 

BB: I thought he deserved it.  
 

Q: Was it something that he did, or do you feel as though Mac hasn’t delivered on what you were 

hoping to get?  
 

BB: I think he deserved it.  
 

Q: Do you feel as though organizationally you've left Mac down a little bit? Third year, first round 

quarterback, now he's on the bench?  
 

BB: Just try to put the best team we can out there every week.  
 

Q: Hi, Bill. We saw Tyquan Thornton get a little more into the offense today. He had one play that 
worked out, one that didn't. What did you see from him today, and what more do you want to see 

from him?  

 
BB: I'd like to see all our skill players be more productive when they get the opportunity to do that. It's obvious.  

 
Q: How surprised are you at the lack of production from the offense?  

 

BB: I don't know.  
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Q: What do you identify as maybe some of the missteps that have contributed to the offense not 
producing this season?  

 
BB: I just answered that question. 

 

Q: I guess I'm trying to figure –  
 

BB: That's end of the season review. We're talking about the game. Game is just over. Happy to talk about the 
game. I made my comments on it. I'm not going to get into a full season review. If that's what you're asking, 

then no.  
 

Q: I think the reason I was asking is because it's just hard to fathom how the offense has dipped 

from where we saw it at the end of last year. This is the way we communicate with you to fans who 
are curious with the same question?  

 
BB: I just told you what I thought about the game. We moved the ball, didn't make enough plays to score. We 

got into scoring range and weren't able to convert those into points.  

 
Q: With the offense struggling, was there ever any consideration to putting Mac in the game?  

 
BB: We did what we thought was best in the game.  

 
Q: Players have mentioned it's a team game. They're professionals. They signed up for this. But on a 

human level, what do you say to these guys when they have three pretty incredible performances 

and the team isn't able to pull out a win? How do you keep those guys motivated and engaged?  
 

BB: I think I just answered that question. Come to work every day, do the best that we can, try to get better. 
That's what we're going to do.  

 

Q: Bill, what led you to believe that keeping Malik Cunningham on the sideline for the entire game 
was in the best interests of the team?  

 
BB: We had times where we got things going. We wanted to try to stay with what we were doing.  

 

Q: You mentioned Bailey Zappe deserved to play, in your opinion. What did he show you to earn 
that responsibility?  

 
BB: He's worked hard all year.  

 
Q: So was it just until recently that he had shown you that he deserved the job, or was that 

something that he may have deserved earlier than today?  

 
BB: I said that he's worked hard all year, and I thought he deserved a chance to play. We made that decision last 

week.  
 

Q: Why not make that move sooner in the season?  

 
BB: Because we gave Mac [Jones] the opportunity to work through his progression with the offense. Obviously 

we hadn't had a lot of production. I thought Bailey deserved a chance to play, so he played today.  
 

Q: Bill, do you want to stay here and keep coaching the Patriots?  
 

BB: I'm looking forward to this week, getting ready for the Steelers.  



Q: Down 6-0 with seven minutes to go, you're on the 30-yard line. Did you consider going for the 
field goal there to try to cut it to 6-3 instead of going for it on fourth down?  

 
BB: Kicking conditions weren't great out there today, especially on those long field goals. They were tough in 

pregame. So, no, we thought we had a better chance – I think it would have been a tough kick.  

 
Q: Is Bailey Zappe going to start on Thursday?  

 
BB: We just finished the game.  

 
Q: You said before –  

 

BB: Yeah, well, we just finished the game. I didn't even start on Pittsburgh yet.  
 

Q: Was there a specific plan for Malik Cunningham coming into this game when you did elevate 
him?  

 

BB: Plan for Malik if we put him in there, do the things that he does and be ready to go.  
 

Q: If you guys had gotten into the red zone, would he have entered the game?  
 

BB: There's a million hypothetical questions that we could talk about. What happened, happened.  
 

Q: What do you think of the job Bill O'Brien has done with the offense and specifically today? 

  
BB: I think we all need to find a way to be more productive, and that's what we're trying to do. 
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PATRIOTS QUARTERBACK BAILEY ZAPPE 
POSTGAME PRESS CONFERENCE 

DECEMBER 3, 2023 

 
Q: Sum up the game today.  

 
BZ: Some good things and some bad things. We had a chance there at the end. Defense played great. Offense, it 

starts with me. I've got to make plays towards the end. I've got to throw better balls. I've got to make the balls 
catchable, especially in conditions like today – wet ball, wet hands. I've got to throw the ball better. It starts with 

me on the offensive side in getting things going.  

 
Q: You mentioned a couple of weeks ago how coming in kind of cold later in games made it tough to 

get a rhythm going. This week, seemed like today you were the main guy. Did that give you 
confidence in this game? It seemed like you were taking some shots out there and trying to get 

some things done downfield.  

 
BZ: It was a little bit different, of course. But like we always say here, you've got to be ready no matter what the 

circumstances are. Whether you're coming in third quarter or you’re starting the game, whatever the coaches tell 
you to do, you've got to be ready. Just got to get ready for Steelers this Thursday.  

 
Q: I know you guys don't like to make excuses, but how tough was the weather to play through 

today?  

 
BZ: I mean look, both teams have got to play through it. I mean, yeah, it's not ideal, but you've got to deal with 

it. Like I just told Mike, it starts with me. It's a wet ball, whatever. It's hard to catch, I've got to throw better 
balls. There's no excuses, like you said. You've just got to play better.  

 

Q: Bailey, you did a good job today obviously extending plays. What's the line in a game like today, 
where points are at a premium, between extending plays and taking sacks? On that second drive, 

you guys are at the Chargers' 38 and maybe field goal range, you take a sack on third down and a 
sack on fourth down. What's the line between trying to extend the play and in a game like that, 

saying I can't take a sack here?  

 
BZ: Yeah, that's totally on me. Like you said, I've got to understand where we're at on the field. I have to 

understand that we have points, and I have to understand plays – it's done. There's nobody open. I've just got to 
throw the ball away. I just tried to do too much, and that's on me.  

 
Q: What specifically did you like today, and what did you think you need to improve moving 

forward?  

 
BZ: I think we did a few things good, run game, pass game. Some things I need to work on is of course what we 

just talked about, understanding when the play's over with, not taking a sack when you know you're in field goal 
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territory and you can get points. Just things like that. Like I said previously, that falls on me. I've got to get better 
at it. I've got to get back and watch this film and get ready for Thursday versus the Steelers.  

 
Q: I think you expressed some positivity about practice, what you were seeing in practice earlier 

this week. What have you noticed changes between practice and getting on the game field for you 

guys?  
 

BZ: I would say that, given the circumstances that we're in, there's no division in our team. Everybody comes to 
work every day. Everybody pushes each other. Defense pushes offense. Offense pushes defense. I think, as long 

as we stay this way these last five games, things will start going in our favor. We just have to keep working.  
 

Q: The defense has allowed 10, 10, and 6 points. You've lost all three. I know this is your first start, 

but do you feel like the offense is letting down the defense based on how well they've been 
playing?  

 
BZ: Yeah, our defense is great. Our defense is playing phenomenal. Like I've said multiple times, it starts with me 

as a quarterback on the offensive side. I've got to do better. I've got to get us down there. I've got to get us in 

an opportunity to score points. Taking sacks and doing all those things isn't doing a good job of doing that. I've 
got to throw it better. I've got to make smarter decisions. Once I start doing that, then we'll start scoring points.  

 
Q: I was wondering, you targeted Tyquan Thornton for some big plays today. What did you see from 

him?  
 

BZ: Tyquan is a great receiver. We have a great receiver group. We have guys that can go down there and catch 

the ball. You've just got to give them a chance. There's some times where I need to throw a better ball. Like the 
deep one to Tyquan, I need to throw it better. I led it too far. Maybe if I throw it six inches shorter, that's a 

touchdown, he's catching and running it. We've just got to keep grinding. Those guys are doing phenomenal. I've 
just got to get them the ball.  

 

Q: Having the full week of preparation, the full preparation, your immediate reaction, is it more of a 
missed opportunity for you today getting a chance, or is it still a learning experience?  

 
BZ: I would consider it both. We didn't win, so I would technically clarify that as a missed opportunity. Of course 

it's always a learning experience no matter win or lose, there's things you can look back on, good and bad that 

you can learn from and grow from. I think that's what I'm going to use today as and just grow with it. Whatever 
the decision is next week, then get ready to play Steelers.  

 
Q: Bailey, you made it through the game without any turnovers, didn't move the ball as much as you 

wanted to. Just how do you think you can build upon that heading into the Steelers?  
 

BZ: Yeah, biggest thing is for the quarterback position is not throw interceptions. We were able to do that today, 

but we weren't able to score points. We've got to score points, and that starts with me, and that starts with, like I 
said, just making smarter decisions and just growing in the things that we did good today and learning from the 

things that we didn't do good. It's a short week, but we'll get after it tomorrow and be ready for Thursday. 
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PATRIOTS PLAYERS 

David Andrews, C 
(On Bailey Zappe leading the offense) 

"Yeah, I mean look, I think he did a good job, right? Obviously, there's a lot to work on, but I appreciate the way 

he came out there and competed. Obviously, I've sat up here the whole time and said it's not one guy, so we all 
have a lot to do better on all three levels. We've just got to find some way to make some plays.” 

 
(On the frustration level for the offense and the team in general) 

“Yeah, look, I mean, it's a very simple game. You've got to score points. You've got to score points to have a 

chance to win. You can boil it down to whatever you want, but at the end of the day, it comes down to points. 
We've got to find ways to generate more points, and that's 11 guys being consistent every play, right? Like I've 

said, I believe in that, and it takes 11 guys each play. We've just got to find a way to generate points, especially 
here on a short week.” 

 
(On the team’s motivation) 

“Look, I mean, me personally, right – I'm nine years into this thing, 31 years old. I can't do this forever, and it's 

not like any other sport. You can go play pickup basketball; you don't play pickup football. So, you don't know 
how many opportunities you're going to get to play this game. Injuries, guys' health scares, whatever, outside 

health stuff. You just don't know what opportunities you're going to have. So, I think for me personally, you get 
to go play this game and play with this group of guys. I think there's a lot of guys that look at the game like that, 

right? At the end of the day, you're playing for the respect of yourself, the respect of your team, the respect of 

this team, the organization. So, I think there's a lot of reason to go out there and compete every week, and guys 
have different why's. Some guys play for whatever – money, fame, whatever it may be. Some guys play because 

they love the game. There's a little bit of all of that. But, I think you always have something to play for. I think if 
you're going out there without something to play for, it's probably time to move onto something else in life.” 

 

(On if he has to collect himself before speaking on behalf of the franchise first and if the losses are taking a toll) 
“No, I mean look, it's part of my job. I signed up to do this, right? So, I think I try to come out here and 

represent this organization as best I can; I try to do that when I play. Look, the seasons are long no matter what. 
When you win, they're long and when they're over, you can take a deep breath. When you lose, they're long. So, 

it's obviously a different year than I've ever experienced. It is frustrating because of how much you put into it 
each week. You toll away at it each day, but that's my job; that's what I'm supposed to do. It kind of goes back 

to the reason I said kind of why you do things, the day I decide that I don't want to put in that work, get up 

early, lift, do all these things, watch film, all that, it's probably time for me to hang it up.” 
 

Jahlani Tavai, LB 
(On playing in the difficult conditions)) 

"We're ready and prepared for any kind of situation. For God's sake, we're in Foxborough; we get all types of 

weather out here. So, it was a great opportunity for us on defense to find opportunities and find ways to make 
sure we got the ball back into the offense's hands. So, I hope the boys know that we gave our all out and I'm 

proud of each and every one of them." 
 

(On his leadership and his track from where he was at the beginning of the year to now) 
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"I know we lost a lot of guys from injuries, but this is the league. We're next man mentality. It's on guys like you 
said, myself and guys like Pep [Jabrill Peppers] to step up the challenge or step up to the opportunity. But our 

standard on defense is high. We strive for perfection. Every week, we're at each other's throats because we're 
trying to make sure that we're dialed in, focused and prepared to execute any type of play or any type of 

situation." 

 
(On his assessment of the defense's performance) 

"Like I said, I'm proud of the guys on defense. Is it good enough? I believe so. But it's not our standard. We're 
going to make sure that – it's a short week, so we've got to prepare quick and get ready. So, we can't really dwell 

on this game too long, and we've got to get ready for Pittsburgh. Pittsburgh has a strong offense, and come 
tomorrow, we'll correct those mistakes that we had today and move on." 

 

(On defining how the defense could play better) 
"If we're looking for perfection, we don't want to see a score on the board. I know we held their offense to no 

touchdowns, but we don't even want them to score field goals. That's the mentality we have as a defense; we 
take it personally when they get past our 50. Those are the type of guys that I love playing with. I'm proud of 

each and every guy that got to run out on the field and do their job." 

 
Hunter Henry, TE 

(On the level of frustration for the offense) 
“Yeah, it’s frustrating. Very frustrating. I’m frustrated, I know we’re all frustrated. We’ve just got to keep going, 

keep competing. I’ll tell you one thing, I’m going to keep competing and keep trying to be my best, keep trying to 
be better and try to be the best version of myself I can for this team.”  

 

(On his motivation over the rest of the season) 
“Motivation? It’s this game, man. I love this game. When we sign up for 17 of these things that are guaranteed 

every year – I’m going to tell you one thing, is I’m going to go out there and compete the same and give the 
same amount of effort that I would no matter – if we were in first place. I know all those guys in that locker 

room will do the same. You know, we obviously haven’t been able to finish these games well, but obviously we’re 

close and close games. I mean, defense is hanging us in there, we’ve got to be better offensively and score some 
points and find a way to get a win.” 

 
(On what Bailey Zappe brought to the offense) 

“He did a great job. He’s played some games, obviously hasn’t started a game this year, but he did a great job. 

Had great command, was good in the huddle, good with alerts too and different things. He got comfortable and 
was able to make some plays for us.” 

 
Jabrill Peppers, DB 

(On the frustration level) 
“We have got to play better complementary football. We just cannot play well on one side of the ball, whatever 

phase that is. We gave up a big punt return that got them in scoring position, then being aggressive got them in 

scoring position. As a defense, our job is to negate the lead.” 
 

(On how they stay together as a team) 
“We are going to stay together. We have high character guys, we are no stranger to adversity. Everyone here has 

faced tough times in their life. This is not nothing, but we are all competitive and we are powerful men. What we 

are putting forth right now just is not it.” 
 

(On the playing conditions) 
“Whatever it is it is, we play in it. We practice in it, we are going to play in it. Hopefully we can use it as a home 

field advantage especially when teams like the Chargers play indoors and usually nice weather games. As a 
defense we love that, the worse the weather the better, we embrace it.” 

 



(On how the defense stays focused) 
“The standard is high. From a man, to a man, we know what we have got to do. Play for the man next to you, 

we don’t ask for much but your best. We have got to do more, we have to get some more takeaways, we have 
got to start scoring on defense. We are going to find ways to rectify the situation and make it right, but right now 

we are just not doing enough.” 

 
Tyquan Thornton, WR 

 (On how Bailey Zappe did today) 
“I feel like Zappe did well. He went out there and played well. Got the ball out of his hands, gave us an 

opportunity to make plays and I feel like we have to execute better as an offense, everybody do your job. 
Speaking for myself too as well, I feel like we left some plays out there. I feel like he did well.” 

 

(On what they need to improve) 
“I would say consistency. I feel like we are not that far away. We just have got to make more routine plays, go 

out there and execute.” 
 

(On the frustration of missing the big play)  

“Yeah definitely frustrating, I wish I could get that one back. Just to make that play for our offense, I feel like we 
really needed that. I have got to do better at my job just to make that routine play.”  

 
Ezekiel Elliott, RB 

(On how his bond with Rhamondre Stevenson has grown throughout the season) 
“It’s grown well. I’ve known him since he got into the league. We’re the same agency. Just a guy I’ve known. 

Being able to come up here and play with him we became way better friends.” 

 
(On the effect the rain had on the game today) 

“I don’t think it really had any emphasis on it at all. Think it made us run around a little bit more.” 
 

(On the frustration level as an offense) 

“Super frustrating, not being able to go out there – defense holds them to six points and for us not to be able to 
go out there and put us anything on the board is tough. I feel bad for those guys on the defensive ball they’ve 

been playing. Good defense week after week. We’ve got to figure out how to make more plays on offense and 
give them some help.” 

 

Jalen Mills, DB 
(On losing despite holding the Chargers under 10 points) 

“I mean, it is what it is. I’ve learned in this league, once the game is over there’s no point in cussing, no point 
fussing, no point being mad, this and that. The proof is in the pudding. On to the next. It is what it is.” 

 
(On if it is disheartening to lose despite playing well defensively) 

“No, we pride ourselves as a unit. When you guys come in here in the off-season, come here during camp and 

hear us say ‘I’m playing for my brother’, ‘I’m playing for the guy next to us’, those words aren’t just words. Those 
are actions. You guys are seeing it. We are playing for each other right now.” 

 
(On the frustration level) 

“I can only speak for myself. I’m not frustrated at all. It’s about the work at the end of the day. When things 

aren’t going right, regardless of whatever side of the ball it is, you’ve just got to rely on your motivation, rely on 
the guy next to you and it’s day in and day out.” 

 
JuJu Smith-Schuster, WR 

(On offensive struggles) 
“We’re just not executing plays that we should have and not putting ourselves in position to put points on the 

board.” 



 
(On the team’s defensive performance) 

“Honestly, I give it up to our defense. Regardless of how it’s been going for us on offense, they’ve been doing 
their job, doing their thing, and they stopped a high-powered offense like the Chargers and only gave up six 

points.” 

 
(On team morale) 

“At the end of the day, this is all who we got. These are the guys in here, this is who we’re going to rock with, 
players, coaches. It is the ultimate team sport.” 

 
(On improving from today’s game) 

“There’s a lot of things we have to build on, get back in the lab and get better. It is a short week, and we should 

get our bodies healthy and get ready to play against Pittsburgh.” 
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CHARGERS HEAD COACH BRANDON STALEY 

POSTGAME PRESS CONFERENCE 
December 3, 2023 

 

Q: How challenging were the conditions out there?  
 

BS: December game. Good NFL football game. Good football weather.  
 

Q: What can you say about JK Scott and the game he had today?  

 
BS: Yeah, he's a weapon. He has been for us for two years and a game like that that becomes a defensive field 

position game, you're going to need your specialist to come alive and Cam [Dicker] was two for two with his 
kicks, and JK [Scott] has seven punts inside the 20, and we were really able to flip the field and get the 

momentum. That was the way we were able to gain momentum in the game. He was fantastic.  
 

Q: What does this say about the job Ryan Ficken's done from when he took over to now you have a 

special teams unit that can go out and win a game for you?  
 

BS: Yeah, Daniel, as you know, from the beginning that's been a huge goal of ours is to improve that unit. When 
we got here, it was among the worst in the NFL and now we're among the best in the NFL and I think these last 

two weeks playing against Baltimore and New England, they're two of the top special teams units perennially in 

the league. So, Ryan [Ficken] and Chris [Gould] have been awesome. And then we've invested a lot in specialists, 
in our core special teams guys. I think you've seen our young guys that we drafted three years ago, they're all a 

big part of our core teams and it was big for us today and we needed it, and Deruis [Davis] also gave us a huge 
lift in the return game, and he's been doing a great job with ball security and flipping the field for us, too. 

  
Q: How valuable is it having a veteran like Josh Harris on a day like today when it's that rainy and 

windy? 

 
BS: I'm so glad that you mentioned him because on a day like today, you need that leadership. You need that 

togetherness. You know, on the punt team, when you're out there a lot, hey, this is going to be the unit that can 
decide the game, and I felt like just that connection that those guys have on that punt team is really strong right 

now. We're protecting really well, recovering well, we're punting well, and it's definitely a unit that's one of our 

strengths right now.  
 

Q: Brandon, how badly did you feel like your guys needed this win today?  
 

BS: Whatever that – whatever that level is, probably the highest. Ten out of ten is probably how I would explain 

it. Had a good week of practice. Knew it was going to be a tough game. That's a good defensive group over 
there, Bill [Belichick], Steve [Belichick], that group, they do a great job coaching on defense. They've got a lot of 

good players on defense and they play together well. It was just a tough game. It was a defensive game, and, 
you know, our guys were able to make one play at the end to seal it and that's what we needed to do on offense. 
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We took care of the ball today. There was no turnovers, there were no sacks, and we made a big play there at 
the end to finish it for us.  

 
Q: What do the next few hours look like for you heading home and what do you look at? What do 

you – how do you assess this and obviously feel good and shut out in the NFL and...? 

  
BS: Yeah, I think, Sam, just decompress, and you got to look at the game right away, try to do it right away so 

that we can get moving, you know, to Denver, but I think from an after action standpoint, our team, I think, 
played one of its top games as a team on the road. I think we did what we had to do to win today and that was a 

big goal of ours, you know. There weren't going to be any style points today. I wasn't expecting it to be a high-
scoring affair. I think what our guys did is they really locked in and focused on what type of game it was going to 

be and it took that mindset all the way until the last play for us to be totally focused for an entire game, 60-

minute game, and doing what it takes, and I told the team that's what you have to do in the NFL. Sometimes the 
games are a track meet, 41-38. Sometimes, hey, there's a game like today, six-nothing, you have to do what it 

takes to win and I thought that was a good step for us.  
 

Q: Did you guys have a feeling that Zappe would be the quarterback? And is preparing for him any 

different than preparing for Mac Jones? 
 

BS: You know, I don't think you know anything coming out of there, no one really does, but we just knew that 
Mac [Jones] and Bailey [Zappe] would be similar. I think he moves a little bit better, so we were ready for the 

movement aspect of him and we were ready for [Malik] Cunningham as well, just if he showed up in the game. 
So, I thought our defensive coaches did a really good job getting our guys ready to play today.  

 

Q: How'd you feel like the offense played?  
 

BS: Well, I mean, it was tough out there. I don't think – we didn't run the football well at all and in the passing 
game, you know, far too many drops. You know, I thought that Justin [Herbert] was accurate today. I thought 

that he played exceptionally well today under the conditions. I thought his decision-making was good. He was 

strong with the ball, but just far too many drops today, and just not a clean enough game for us. But I think what 
we can build on are the no sacks and no turnovers and as you know, the previous three games we have lost the 

turnover margin. Today we won it, and that's a big positive coming in a game that has some elements. 
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CHARGERS QUARTERBACK JUSTIN HERBERT 

POSTGAME PRESS CONFERENCE 

DECEMBER 3, 2023 
 

Q: How tough were the conditions out there today?  
 

JH: Yeah, it was a tough day out there. You know, the rain, we knew coming into the game that we were going 
to have to deal with it. You know, I thought we did a good job practicing throughout the week getting prepared 

for it. We talked about it, but ultimately, it's tough out there so we did our best, we battled and I thought the 

defense played really well today.  
 

Q: No turnovers in the rain. I know that was a point of emphasis. How proud are you of that?  
 

JH: Yeah, ball security's big. That's one of the three things we always talk about is limiting those turnovers, and 

any time you're able to do that in a weather game like that, you know, I think that was huge for our offense.  
 

Q: You’re probably frustrated if you have to punt, right? But when JK Scott's out there, you know, 
pinning them in the 10, how much confidence does that kind of give the team?  

 
JH: Yeah, we have so much belief in him. You know, he's done such a great job all year, and to have a guy like 

that, who’s able to flip the field, especially in a game that’s as tight as this, you know, it's super helpful for a 

team to be able to pin somebody back like that. He did a great job today.  
 

Q.: Justin, how much does this win revitalize the season?  
 

JH: You know what? It's a big one for us, but we have to take it one week at a time and, you know, we have a 

good opponent coming in to – I think – I believe LA next week, so we got to get ready for them. We'll have a 
good week of practice, watch the film on this one, and take it week-by-week.  

 
Q: Justin, what was your impression of the Patriots' defense today?  

 

JH: I thought they were really good. They're really well-coached and they're really talented on that side of the 
ball, and on offense as well. But, no, they fly around, they communicate really well, and, you know, they play 

passionate, fast defense, so it's always a tough matchup going against then.  
 

Q: Any personal satisfaction for you first time beating the Patriots?  
 

JH: Yeah, we've got a ton of respect for the Patriots. We know how good they are and we know how good 

they've been over the past few years and several decades as well, so we have a ton of respect for them and for 
us to be able to get this win and moving forward, it's huge for us.  

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS 
Postgame Transcript 

December 3, 2023 
 



Q: Sorry if you were already asked this, but the conditions, 40s and rainy, I know growing up in 
Oregon you're probably used to it but it's been a while. How did you see the conditions affecting 

you and the guys out there, you know?  
 

JH: Yeah, it's always tough when you're playing in rain like that and as consistent as it was throughout the game, 

that's the tough part. Growing up in the northwest, it's two quarters, three quarters, it's generally come and go, 
but this was a steady, you know, downpour so we did our best out there. No turnovers. I think that was big for 

our offense. 
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The following FastScripts transcript is provided by ASAP Sports. Please note that for speed and efficiency, 
this transcript has only been lightly edited and the final edited version of this transcript will be circulated 
at the end of the night. 
 

CHARGERS PLAYERS 
Keenan Allen, WR 

(On what it means to get back on the winning side of things)  
“It’s huge. It’s always great to win a game, no matter the fashion, no matter how it gets done, as long as 

you get in that column, it always feels great.” 

 
(On what it was like playing in the weather)  

“I didn’t think it was too bad. Obviously the rain, we’re not used to that at all, but the weather wasn’t bad 
at all.” 

 
(On if there was a feeling of relief ending the three-game losing streak)  

“Absolutely. The defense held the rope once again and hats off to those guys. Obviously, the offense, we 

have to be better. We can’t shoot ourselves in the foot – drops, offsides and stuff like that, we just have 
to be better.” 

 
Khalil Mack, OLB 

(On the game)  

“It was relentless and it was a relentless pursuit. Understanding that they made some plays but ultimately 
defensively we were able to rally, which we have been working on, along with penalties and all those 

things, and in between. We are taking it week by week and understanding the challenges and getting ready 
for the next one as well.” 

 

(On having eight sacks in the last five games)  
“Man, I have to give all the credit to Coach [Brandon] Staley and Coach Giff [Smith] and totally the guys 

up front, and [Morgan] Fox, Nick [Williams], Bash [Sebastian Joseph-Day], AJ [Austin Johnson] and then 
the guys covering in the back end. This team balled and we are playing great team ball right now. We 

just need to get ready for the next game, the Broncos.” 
 

JK Scott, P 

(On whether today was the best game of his career)  
“Maybe. I don’t know. There are some games where you don’t punt much and you don’t have a big role, 

but today there was just more punts so you are playing more of a role. I was really happy with how I 
played. I was just having fun, not worrying about results or performance, but just going out there and 

having fun.” 

 
(On setting franchise record with seven punts inside the 20-yard line)  

LOS ANGELES 

CHARGERS 
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“I just think that we had a lot of opportunities to do that and we just executed on them. I’m not saying 
this to be humble or whatever, but I don’t try to think about the results or the stats anymore. I used to 

do that a lot but I’m just trying to have fun and enjoy each opportunity to the best of my ability.” 
 

(On how challenging the conditions were to play in)  

“They were actually not super challenging at all because of Josh [Harris]. He was on us all week about 
doing wet ball drills in practice. We were drenching the balls every single day and working that, so we 

were ready to go. We were prepared on field goal and punt to be able to do that.” 
 

(On the punt that was downed at the New England 2-yard line)  
“Honestly, I wasn’t trying to do that. I was just trying to hit a high ball but it was so windy that the wind 

kind of pushed it out. It was just a good situation.” 

 
Tuli Tuipulotu, OLB 

(On the win)  
“This a great win, a great team win, and we’ve got to go on a run now. We’ve got to use this momentum 

on to next week.” 

 
(On the game) 

“I think just how big our defense is and no matter what the circumstance is to just go out there and play 
the game.” 

 
(On the defense)  

“You expect your big time players to make big time plays when they need us. Khalil Mack two sacks, 

Derwin James had that last sack, it’s great to know that you have those guys who are built for those 
moments.” 

 
Trey Pipkins III, T 

(On the play of the defense and special teams)  

“It’s incredible, some games are just going to be played like that. Some games are going to be sloppy 
with sloppy conditions, and a defensive battle. It is awesome to see our defense play like that and our 

special teams were lights out today. It is awesome to see.” 
 

(On the defensive challenge from the Patriots)  

“I think it’s just that they are a big front, so it’s just move them, I mean there isn’t going to be a ton of 
space when they are that big inside. That is the biggest challenge is creating as much space as we could 

in the run game.” 
 

Derwin James Jr., S 
(On the game)  

“It was a great win and it was a great team win. We just need to go on a run and we need to use this 

momentum on to next week.” 
 

(On the defense playing well)  
“I think it’s how ready our defense is, and no matter what the circumstances we just go out there and 

play.” 

 
(On the big plays by the defense)  

“I mean you expect your big-time players to make big-time plays when you need it. So K-mack [Khalil 
Mack] had two sacks and DJ [Derwin James] had that last sack and it is great to know you have those 

kind of guys that who built for those moments.” 
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