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Chargers Week 11 Media Availability
Friday, November 18, 2022 - Hoag Performance Center - Costa Mesa, Calif.

HEAD COACH BRANDON STALEY

On injury updates regarding WR Keenan Allen and WR Mike Williams:
“Those guys have been in practice. We were able to see them do a little bit more today. Those guys will be
game-time decisions.”

On the ‘level of encouragement’ of potentially having Allen and Williams available on Sunday:

“They’re great team guys. Besides being two of the top players at that position in the league, they’re really
good players for our team. They really help our team chemistry. Them being out at practice just improves all
that. They mean a lot to us, more than just what happens on the field. Certainly, that’s going to matter for a
lot, but they also count for a lot with our team chemistry and the leadership of our team. They have a lot of
experience, have made a lot of winning plays for us. It was good to get them back out there and practice and
get them into a rhythm.”

On Allen:

“Keenan [Allen] is one of the top receivers of the decade. Historical production at that position. Four
consecutive seasons of over 100 catches and widely regarded is one of the top route-runners in the NFL. One
of the top third-down producers in the NFL. He’s one of the premium players in the league, so he means a lot
to our offense because he creates a lot more space for our offense, creates a lot more space for others. He
can really make the tough catches in this league that you need in ‘deny the ball’ downs. He also brings the
dog to this team that it needs because he’s a premier guy and he plays like that. That’s also what those two
guys bring; the dog that you need each and every time you play in this league.”

On Williams and Allen continued:

“They’re two guys that have the same impact because they both are premium guys in the league. Those guys
have done such a good job since I've been here. To get them both back in practice was, like | said, good for
us this week.”

On ‘game-planning against’ Chiefs Head Coach Andy Reid:

“You’re game-planning against their team. They have a lot of good players who have played together for a
long time. They have a very complete offense; O-ling, tight end, wide outs, backs and the quarterback. You're
defending an entire offense. When | think of their system, | think of players, coaches, scheme, | think all of it.
That’s why they produce the way they do. We’ve had some really good matchups with them in my time here.
It’s great for the game when you have a rivalry like this with coaches and players like this. It’s great for the
game.”

On the ‘emotion that he is going to feel’ with the potential return of Allen and Williams:

“The emotion is the same going into every game. You know what it’'s going to take to win the game. Each
game, that is different, but it’s certainly a lot easier to take on those challenges knowing that you have your
crew there. We’ve had so much subtraction, to get the addition, it’s important for our team.”



On if K Dustin Hopkins ‘will be one more week away’ from potentially playing in a game:
“] think so. Trending positive. He’s been out there working out. Very close to returning.”

On ‘if there has been a different vibe around the team this week’:

“No, same vibe that it has been. Really feel like we’re hitting that part of the season where you start to get
energized because the games start to get bigger later on in the season. Each game means more once you get
past halfway. Just have to stick to our preparation, stay committed to that. That’s where the improvement
will come and that’s where you’re going to be able to perform, knowing that you prepared the right way. |
think we’re just hitting that groove of preparation. Hopefully, we can keep some continuity of our team so
that we can keep getting better as we go.”

On CB Bryce Callahan’s impact on coverage in the slot:

“The slot is where most of the passing game happens in the league. If you look at the high-volume producers,
the passing game happens inside the numbers in the NFL. Certainly, with being a three-receiver league, you're
Nickel, you’re Star, is as important a defender as anybody. Bryce [Callahan], he has a lot of experience. He
can do all the jobs at a premium level. He can cover man-to-man. He has great zone instincts. He can cover
different types of players because he has a big engine for a Nickel. There are some nickels that are speed
deficient that just have quickness, he has both. He has quickness. He has deep speed. He can play outside
corner. He has a strong lower [body]. If he’s going against a bigger receiver like Keenan [Allen] or somebody,
he has the lowers to anchor. His brain works. This guy has a premium processor. He plays the position the way
it’s designed to play. He has been doing it for his whole career. I'm so thankful we have him. He’s been one of
our best players all year long.”

On DL Tyeler Davison:

“Tyeler [Davison] is a pro. Really excited. He actually was like roommates with [LS] Josh Harris in Atlanta,
which | just found that out. He’s just a pro. He’s been through it. He has confidence. He’s fit right into our
group. Really proud of [DL] Sebastian [Joseph-Day], Foxy [DL Morgan Fox], and [DL] Breiden [Fehoko],
those guys leading the way of getting him onboarded, and [Run Game Coordinator/Defensive Line Coach]
Jay Rodgers and [Defensive Assistant] John Timu coaching him. We expect him to play well on Sunday.”

On the Chiefs’ defense:

“| see a defense that has a lot of good players. With their defense, you start with [Chiefs DT] Chris Jones and
what he is able to do, establishing himself as one of the premium players in the league. Then, you have [Chiefs
DE] Frank Clark and [Chiefs DE] Carlos Dunlap [IlI] on the edge. You have [Chiefs DE] Mike Danna, [Chiefs DE
George] Karlaftis, it’s a very formidable group. [Chiefs DT Derrick] Nnadi inside, [Chiefs DT Khalen] Saunders,
they have a lot of good players up front. Then, their linebackers, | don’t think that they get enough credit.
[Chiefs LB] Nick Bolton is having a fantastic season. They’re really good in the front seven. Then, their
secondary, with [Chiefs S] Justin Reid and [Chiefs S Juan] Thornhill back deep, | think that those guys are
really good players. [Chiefs CB L’Jarius] Sneed is one of the better Nickels in the NFL. This guy has made a
lot of winning plays for them over the years and | have a lot of respect for him. He has a big engine for a slot-
corner guy. At corner, them getting [Chiefs CB Trent] McDuffie back was big for them. They have had quality
play out of their secondary. [Chiefs Defensive Coordinator Steve] Spagnuolo is always one of the tougher
coordinators to go against. He has a lot of experience. | just see a defense that is really tough on all three
levels.

On DL Joe Gaziano’s status leading into Sunday:
“Joe [Gaziano] will be up on Sunday.”

On the value of winning the turnover battle:

“That is where it starts in the NFL, with us, is the takeaway margin. That has to be at the heart of your program.
Right now, we’re plus-two on the season, so that’s a good thing. That’s good place to start. But against them,
it’s going to be a possession game against them. How can you create possessions? How can you eliminate
some of theirs? Then, can you score? Always going to be important in game like this?”



On QB Justin Herbert’s progress since the Week 2 matchup against the Chiefs:

“| see a lot of progress. | see a lot of growth with him. He’s discovering what the NFL is about. Sometimes
you’re going to go through stretches like this. Hopefully, he plays a ton of years, but if you play a ton of years,
you’re going to go through a stretch like this. You have to be able to figure it out. That’s what he’s done. He
has stayed consistent. He stayed true to himself. He’s been an outstanding teammate. He’s an example of
what it takes in the NFL. You need to be able to hang tough sometimes and that’s what he’s been able to do.
He’s been able to give us a chance in all these games, that’s why we have the record we have. He represents
the toughness that we’re looking for. | think, since that Chiefs game, he has really grown as a player, really
grown as a player. | think you’re going to continue to see him improve as the season goes on.”

On if Herbert ‘displayed more patience’ or ‘discovered that this is the league and that you have to get
through it’:

“] think you discover that you can’t do everything on your terms in the NFL. That goes for everybody; every
coach, every player, every team. You can’t do everything on your terms. You have to do it on the terms of
that week. That’s something you have to learn in the NFL. The sooner you learn it, the better. | think that that’s
where a lot of our guys on our team is. They’re learning that that’s how it is. All of us need to know that. | think
that that’s where, | think, the growth happens for him, as he’s learning what it takes. He’s been outstanding
for us this season, outstanding in that way because every time he’s gone out there, | think he’s given us a
chance to win.”

On how the team ‘replicated’ Chiefs QB Patrick Mahomes this week in practice:

“The best you can. We’re fortunate that we have [QB] Chase Daniel and [QB] Easton Stick who give you a
premium look. Chase, with his experience, and Easton with that mobility and being able to create off-schedule.
Try to simulate the best that you can. You’re never going to simulate Pat [Mahomes], but you try the best that
you can. | think that those two guys do as good of a job as anybody.”



QUARTERBACK JUSTIN HERBERT

On WR Keenan Allen and WR Mike Williams returning to practice:

“They are really talented receivers. They are two of the best in the game. To have guys like that around, they
have been a big help to all of the receivers stepping up. It’'s been good to just see them working and see
whatever happens.”

On the energy Allen and Williams brought to practice:

“They are really special players, like | mentioned. They are two of the best in the game. To have guys like that
out there, whenever they compete, they are two of the best. It means a ton to us to just have them out there
and to have a chance for them to play. We’ll see what happens.”

On Allen:

“He’s a really special player. He’s very talented. To have a guy like that out there, a competitor like him,
especially Mike [Williams], as well, they are two of the best. It definitely helps our offense to have those guys
out there. Hopefully, they will be able to play. We’ll see what happens, but if not, | know that they are getting
their treatment in and they are doing everything they can to be out there.”

On the Chiefs’ defense:

“They are a really well-coached team. They have really athletic and talented special players on that side of the
ball. They do a great job of affecting the passer, getting after it in the front seven, the rush. They have done a
great job all year of that and they are able to force turnovers. It’s going to take a lot from us to have a good
week of practice, a good protection plan, to go into the game.”

On playing close games against the Chiefs:



