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career accolades
 ► 2021 Honorable Mention All-ACC
 ► 2020 Honorable Mention All-ACC

2021: Set a program record with 62 career appearances for Wake 
Forest...All-ACC Honorable Mention honoree…Played in the East-
West Shrine Game…Ended the season fifth on the team with a 
career-best 60 total tackles while his career-best 47 solo tackles 
ranked second for the Demon Deacons…Tied for the team lead 
with three fumble recoveries while his two interceptions ranked 
second…Named ACC Specialist of the Week after his week one 
performance against Old Dominion where he returned his first 
ever kickoff return for a 99 yard touchdown, becoming the 
first Wake Forest player to have a touchdown in his first career 
kickoff return…First player in Wake Forest history to have a kick 
return touchdown and an interception in the same game…Tied 
a career high seven tackles against Louisville and tied it again 
later in the season in a victory over NC State…His interception 
at Boston College proved crucial in the ACC Atlantic clinching 
game…Accolades: Honorable Mention All-ACC.

2020: Finished fifth on the team in tackles with 42, adding 
two interceptions and six pass break-ups...Snagged second 
interception of the year along with five tackles and a pass break-
up vs UNC (11/14) ... Made a career-high  seven tackles (six solo) 
vs Virginia Tech (10/24)...Returned his first interception of the 
season at NC State (9/19) 45 yards for a touchdown, the first 
Demon Deacon to record a pick six since the Nov. 11, 2018 ... 
Earned fourth varsity letter ... Named a team captain ahead of 
the 2020 season…Accolades: Honorable Mention All-ACC.

2019: Played in all 13 games as a junior...Finished second on 
the team with two interceptions...Grabbed picks in consecutive 
games against Duke (11/23) and Syracuse (11/30)...Matched his 
career-high with five tackles against Florida State (10/19) and 
Michigan State (12/27)...Added tackles for loss against Utah 
State (8/30) and Duke...Played 635 snaps with a season-high 70 
vs. Florida State (10/19)...Received his third varsity letter.

2018: Earned his second varsity letter by playing a prominent 
role in the secondary...Played in all 13 games, starting four...Saw a 
team-high 90 snaps against Towson (9/8)...Had season-high three 
pass break-ups to go with four tackles in season-opener at Tulane 
(8/30)...Season-best five tackles against Rice (9/29)...Finished 
16th on the team with 26 total tackles.

2017: Appeared in all 13 games as a true freshman, starting two..
Had five passes defended in his first collegiate season...Made his 
college debut vs. Presbyterian...Saw extensive action at Notre 
Dame (11/4) and had four tackles to go with a PBU...First career 
start at Syracuse (11/11), notching five tackles and one PBU...
Started at CB vs. NC State (11/18) and had five tackles and a PBU 
...Saw extensive action in the Belk Bowl after Amari Henderson 
suffered a first half injury...Had one stop in the Belk Bowl win over 
Texas A&M in career-best 65 snaps.

HIGH SCHOOL & PERSONAL: Prepped at Brick Township High 
School (N.J.), earning all-conference honors as a senior in 2016...
Was the Green Dragons’ top rusher as a senior with 544 yards and 
11 touchdowns...Led Brick Township to the 2013 Central Jersey 
Group 4 State Championship and a runner-up finish in 2016...
Also a track standout who has run a 10.74 100 meters...Four-year 
letterwinner...Son of Aja Braxton and Johnnie Taylor.
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 — Tackles — — Interceptions —  — Fumbles — 
Year Team  GP Total Solo Asst Sacks Yds No. Yds Lg TD PD FF FR Yds
2017 Wake Forest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 27 24 3 0.0 0 0 0 — 0 5 0 0 0
2018 Wake Forest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 26 22 4 0.0 0 0 0 — 0 6 0 0 0
2019 Wake Forest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 30 26 4 1.0 5 2 0 0 0 2 1 0 0
2020 Wake Forest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 42 34 8 0.0 0 2 45 45t 1 6 0 0 0
2021 Wake Forest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 60 47 13 0.0 0 2 48 47 0 5 0 3 0
College Totals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .62 285 153 32 1.0 5 6 93 47 1 24 1 3 0

kaiir elam collegiate statistics


