
 

 

 

 

Mike Tomlin 

Pittsburgh Steelers vs. Los Angeles Chargers 

Acrisure Stadium ▪ September 22, 2024 
 
Opening Statement: You know, we talked about it all week. We knew we were in for a fight. Styles make fights. They're assembled like we're 

assembled, so we knew it was going to be a great game. They're playing great defense. We're playing great defense. We had to challenge our defense to 

out-perform theirs. I thought they did. We had a commitment to the run game. Obviously, they came in with the league's leading rusher and the No. 1 

offense and our offense had to out-rush theirs, and we did, and that's why the game unfolded the way it did.  

 

I'm just appreciative of the efforts of the guys. It was a fight, though, man. These guys are obviously well-coached and a talented group. It didn't happen 

instantly. We had to stay in it. But that's life and definitely life in the NFL.  

 

I just like our general demeanor throughout. It wasn't fluid the whole way. But I didn't feel any blink or anybody running away from the challenge. I just 

felt guys leaning in on the challenge. Obviously, we're going to have to reproduce that as we move forward.  

 

It's good to be 3-0 as we sit here. Obviously, we sustained some injuries and so forth prior to the game and in game, but that's ball and life, as well. We 

spend less time worrying about the unfortunates that got hurt and like to spend our time focusing on those that get the opportunity to elevate and 

contribute.  

 

Sucks for Alex Highsmith, excited for [Nick] Herbig, for example. And none of us are surprised with the quality of work that he gave us and a lot of others. 

Cory Trice had a hamstring, Alex Highsmith had a groin, Jaylen Warren wasn't able to finish there late in the second half. I pulled him from the game. It 

just didn't look like he was running smoothly. We'll evaluate him.  

 

Van Jefferson was able to go back in in the latter portions of the game. He got poked in the eye. His vision cleared up, he went back to participation.  

 

We got some other bumps and bruises associated with play. We'll analyze that and I'll give you a full report on Tuesday, but just as I sit here today, I'm 

thankful for the efforts of the men. I'm thankful to be 3-0. It's good to be in a good contest like this, man, good-on-good five-star match-ups, if you will, 

and come out on the other side. There's growth in it, and we'd better learn the lessons and keep stepping because we've got challenges that await us.  

 

You couldn't run the ball, had a hard time for three or so quarters, but then when you had to at the end, you did. How satisfying 

was it to just keep at it and keep doing it?  

You know, they could say the same thing, but as I mentioned, styles make fights, and that's how these two teams and defenses are built. We didn't expect 

it to be easy sledding at any juncture, but we wanted to continue to pound the rock and hopefully break through, and it felt like we did there in the latter 

portions of the game.  

 

What was the catalyst for the way the defense played in the second half?  

 They just wanted to be the best defense on the field. They respond to those things and take those challenges very personally, and they played like it.  

 

With the rejuvenated running game, did it encourage you and the defense that they spent less time on the field, there by helping 

them get through some situations?  

 I don't know that our defense worries about that. They've got no control over when or how they take the field. They've got all the control on how they get 

off the field. That's the life we live. I think it was reflected when we turned that ball over, right, when that ball got tipped up in the air and intercepted. 

You saw the spirit in which our defense took the field, so we're not looking for comfort. We're not looking to hide on the sideline. We'll get ourselves off 

the field.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The one turnover on the tipped ball as you mentioned, but overall how has he adjusted to playing the style that complements the 

way you play?  

 Who are you referring to?  

 

Justin Fields. The one turnover on the tip-off, but how is he adjusting to the style?  

 He's doing a good job doing what we're asking him to do, playing and playing to win, and so that's appreciated.  

 

You only dressed four receivers. Can you speak of the contributions of that group, especially from Austin?  

 You know, [Cordarrelle] Patterson is dual purpose, as well, so he played some wide out and running back today, and that gives us flexibility. It's the same 

thing that Leal gives us. Leal is capable of playing outside linebacker and D-line. We value position flexibility. It allows us to make decisions to strengthen 

other areas. We went with four wide outs. We carried an extra D-lineman today because we knew we were in for a run game fight. Appreciative of the 

efforts, but I'm not surprised by it. Guys like Scotty Miller are always ready to answer the call. They might not have the big names or resumes, but they've 

made plays consistently throughout team development, and the guys in the locker room depend on them and expect them to deliver.  

 

The setup wasn't a surprise that Nick Herbig stepped up today. How much growth has he shown through training camp and 

through the first couple games of the regular season?  

You know, this guy wants to be great, but he's looking at the recipe every day of his life, too. He just does, man. He's sharp enough to follow guys at his 

position that are doing it at a high level who have been doing it longer than him, and I think that positions him more than anything to produce what it is 

you're looking at.  

 

Does Justin Fields seem to be getting more comfortable with each passing game?  

 I'll let him speak to that, but he does from my perspective.  

 

You called him a "Steady Eddie." What have you seen from him in the way that he's grown throughout these three games?  

I'd be making something up. Growth through three weeks in a stretch. We're doing what we have to do to win.  

 

You spoke about the fight and even with your defense. Your thoughts on how they responded to JK Dobbins and Gus Edwards?  

We'd better respond that way. There's a nakedness in this business at this level. There's nowhere to hide. When you've got a challenge like that walking 

in your venue, you'd better fight. We're the No. 1 rusher and rushing team coming into our building, and so let's be real clear; they've got to fight. They 

don't have a choice.  

 

How do you think Broderick Jones responded to getting back in?  

As I mentioned, at the early portions of the week, I expected him to respond positively and appropriately, and he did.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Justin Fields 

Pittsburgh Steelers vs. Los Angeles Chargers 

Acrisure Stadium ▪ September 22, 2024 
 

How big of a moment was it to get that scoring drive right after the Chargers had scored that first one in the first half? 

Yeah, it was huge. I think the offense, we did a great job responding, and we knew what kind of game it was going to be, so just proud of 

the guys out there for responding like we did, especially after they scored that first touchdown, like you said, and going down and putting a 

drive together. It was good. 

 

On that touchdown, what were you looking for there? Can you talk about what happened and just how big that play was? 

Yeah, of course, huge play. They were just in zone, quarters high. You're really just high-lowing that hook defender. The hook defender took 

GP (George Pickens) underneath and Calvin (Austin III) was right behind him. Great play call. 

 

In that situation of course you always appreciate the yards after catch that Calvin got us, and it was a huge play for us. 

 

Can you say what Calvin (Austin III) and Scotty Miller brought to the offense? 

Yeah, those guys definitely stepped up today. Calvin doing everything on offense and special teams, as well, and then Scott(y), too. I don't 

think he played last week, so just coming in, he had a big third-down conversion for us, and a broken tackle with some yards. They both 

played great today. 

 

They were going to throw some exotic blitzes at you guys and you guys were prepared for some of those strikes over the 

middle. You had the third-down conversion and the touchdown. How does it feel to execute something like you guys 

planned it out, saw it, and you got those big plays? 

Yeah, feels great executing. We were preparing for it all week on certain looks -- we would get in certain situations, and like you said, we 

did a great job executing it. O-line did a great job today holding up and receivers just being at the right time at the right place. 

 

We heard all week that the dam was about to break on the offense. You stopped short of scoring that one touchdown, but 

is this when it looks like when that dam is in the process of breaking? 

Yeah, it is. I think we could have scored one more touchdown if I didn't throw that interception. Like we said, we're just going to keep 

working and keep getting better and keep improving. 

 

What did you see on that interception? 

Yeah, he just matched the sticker out way too fast, and I shouldn't have thrown the ball, got tipped. But at the end of the day, either should 

have worked the other side of the field, thrown it to the flat because they were so soft, or just thrown the ball away, especially since we 

were already in field goal range at the 40-yard line. That can't happen again. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Do you feel like you're proving your detractors wrong? 

I'm not really worried about that. I'm more so into proving myself right. I know what kind of player I am. I haven't changed, kind of my 

whole life. At the end of the day, my teammates helped me be great. Shout-out to them, shout-out to our defense, shout-out to everybody 

else on the offense for pushing me each and every day at practice, and it's just a credit to them. Definitely glad and just feeling good to be 

in this position, to be honest with you. 

 

You talked about improving... What do you feel like you improved on as this game went on and how did you make some 

adjustments to finish strong like you did? 

Yeah, in the first half we didn't run the ball like we wanted to, so in the second half, especially late in the game when we had to run the 

ball, the running backs and O-line did a great job, even in situations where we knew we had to run the ball. They did a great job executing. 

Naj (Najee Harris) and CP (Cordarrelle Patterson), they were hitting the hole great, and we were getting first down after first down. Anytime 

you can get that run game going, it just helps us out overall. 

 

How good does it feel for the offense to put together a performance like this against such a good defense like the Chargers? 

Yeah, feels great. We kind of knew what we were up against, two great edge rushers, and I think they were ranked No. 1 defense in the NFL 

coming into this thing. We knew we had a big test in front of us, but we have a pretty good defense that we go up against every day, as 

well. 

 

Just going up against those guys on the other side of the ball on our team, just kind of prepared us for this moment, and like I said, 

everybody came out, executed, and we put points up on the board, so it felt great. 

 

Do those long drives make you more confident in the sense that the longer their defense stayed on the field you could open 

up some more pathways to run as well as play action? 

For sure. Anytime you can stay on the field as long as possible definitely tires them out. I think the second quarter maybe before the two-

minute warning, they were glad that we actually didn't run a play because they were so tired. Our linebacker kind of made a joke over to us. 

Was like, appreciate you all, because they were so tired. But anytime you can keep their defense on the field for a long time with their run 

game and with the play action pass, like you said, and have our defense on the sideline resting, that's a positive for sure. 

 

This is the first time in your career that you've won three consecutive games in the NFL. What does that mean to you, and 

what kind of momentum do you feel like you have through the first three weeks of the season? 

It means a lot, but at the end of the day, it's not just me winning games. It's the whole team. I'm just happy to be a part of this team, happy 

to be a part of this organization, and we definitely look forward to keeping it going next week versus Indy. 

 

Each opportunity you get, do you feel yourself getting more comfortable, more confident within the system? 

For sure. I think I've just grown a lot over the past year, over the past few months. Really just this year. Definitely feeling more confident and 

feeling more comfortable out there on the field. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Some of the guys were saying they read a confidence in you in the second half that you were going to win the game, and 

they fed off that. What was it? What made you confident in the second half? 

I think we kind of knew. We knew what kind of game we were going to be in, and we knew that we didn't play well enough in the first half. 

We had a couple of miscues in the first half, and we knew we were better than that. Like I told a reporter out there, Coach T challenged us at 

halftime to play better and be better, and we came out in the second half and did just that. It was good. 

 

You said you've done a lot of growing over the last year and a half. Where do you feel like you've grown the most or shown 

the most growth? 

Just overall seeing the field. I feel like I'm just very calm out there, cool, calm and collected on the field, and really just that sense of peace 

out there on the field and not really rushing things and turning in my brain. I'm staying calm in the pocket, just making plays when I can 

and just doing my job. 

 

Broderick Jones stepped out there today, of course he was benched last week, and this week he comes out, looked like he 

was a big part of the offensive line having a good day. 

Huge part of the offense. When that situation pops up, he's not really thinking all week that he's going to play, and then Troy goes down 

Friday. It just shows how prepared he was. He prepared all week like he was a starter, and definitely showed up big for us, especially with 

this defense that we faced, showed up huge. Big shout-out to 77 for sure. 

 

This is the second time you've had 20 something completions in your last eight games. Do you feel that (indiscernible)? 

For sure, yeah. I think the biggest thing is getting completions on 1st and 2nd down and staying in that 3rd and manageable. I think that's 

the biggest thing and taking shots when they come. Yeah, anytime you can get in a rhythm as a quarterback, you just feel that confidence 

kind of overflow, and kind of like I said earlier, you just feel very calm in the pocket. 

 

I think you maybe completed the first 10 passes. Does that help you get in a rhythm and does that help you later in the 

game? 

I think so, but our game plan was kind of -- we knew they were going to give us completions on 1st and 2nd down, kind of keep a shelf over 

the top. They don't really want big plays, so they kind of played off and soft, so we knew completions were going to be there on 1st and 2nd 

down, so it really wasn't a big surprise. Just pitching, catching with the guys, them making great plays and running after catch. 

 

We asked you Thursday about starting the home opener. What were your first impressions of playing here in Pittsburgh 

and in this environment? 

Yeah, it was great. Definitely a little bit different from preseason for sure, but the fans showed out. Great turnout, and it was awesome. It 

was definitely getting loud out there, especially when the defense was on the field. Great turnout by Steeler Nation for sure. 

 

With the success of the run game, what were your thoughts on Cordarrelle Patterson's contribution? 

He's huge, man. I'm just seeing some of those hits. I'm just handing the ball off and watching him go. I know I can't do that, so the fact that 

he's been in the league this long and still doing that, it's really crazy to see, to be honest. He definitely did his thing today for sure. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

You had two very pinpoint passes, one Freiermuth might have dropped and then to Calvin. Is that accuracy something 

you've gotten better at? They were pretty flawless throws. 

I think I've always been kind of accurate, but I might be a little bit biased. Just those situations, like you said, I'm just trying to get in good 

field goal position before the two-minute, but yeah, definitely need accuracy at this level for sure. 



 

 

 

 

T.J. Watt 

Pittsburgh Steelers vs. Los Angeles Chargers 

Acrisure Stadium ▪ September 22, 2024 
 

What do you think…what was it that helped you guys turn the tide after halftime and really shut them down?  

Stopping the run, being able to get in one-dimensional spots, get after the quarterback. Just having some fun.  

 

What can you say about Nick’s [Herbig] performance coming in for Alex [Highsmith]?  

It didn’t surprise me, that kid works his tail off. We pretty much do everything together when we are in the facility. I’ll text him tomorrow when I am 

heading into the facility, we will get work, me, him, and Alex. We work a lot together; it’s never I wish it was me. It’s ‘I’m happy for him.’ The kid that asks 

all the right questions. I'm not surprised by the performance. He went out there and played with a lot of swag and confidence. 

 

TJ, I was in Atlanta, I said, a couple of my colleagues said, what do you fear about T.J. Watt the most? He said, he may not be the greatest 

guy, but he always makes plays when they need them. I was thinking today, is that a weight on you sometimes, that people expect you 

to kind of rescue the defense when it's needed? 

No, no, and I mean, it's just going out and playing football and trusting it all in my film study and my instincts and my abilities to prepare throughout the 

week and get my body right to go out and prepare and make plays for my defense. We have so many guys on this defense that are capable of making plays, 

taking games over, and I'm just trying to be a small part of it. 

 

Their style of play on offense and the challenges that it presents, how do you feel you responded to that as a defense? 

Good. Obviously stopping the run, I don't have the stats up here, but it didn't seem like they ran for a lot. We were able to shut them down in the second 

half. Obviously, the backup quarterback went in, and when it gets to one-dimensional spots, we have so much depth on this defense on the back end and 

up front that we feel very confident with our pass rush and the guys in the back end to make some big plays when we need it. 

 

You mentioned having fun out there. You held them to zero yards in the second half. How much pride do you take in that? 

Huge. This week was two trains on the track, two top defenses coming in. We know they love to run the ball, we love stopping the run. Haven't looked at 

the film yet, but it seems like we out-performed today, but that's a hell of a football team, and it means nothing if we don't get back in the lab and learn 

from all this and keep going. 

 

To Nick [Herbig], a fourth-round pick, probably overlooked because of his size. Why is he able to have success in spite of his stature? 

That kid has supreme confidence in himself. You can't tell him anything. I respect the heck out of it. He's going to do everything that he possibly can to 

perform. He's going to ask every question. He's going to turn over every stone and just bust his tail. I respect the heck out of Nick, and I'm glad that he had 

the day that he did today. 

 

How much have you seen him grow since last year to this year? 

A lot. Even him, Keeanu [Benton], just those second-year players. Joey [Porter Jr.] you see the jump because you're so much more comfortable out there. 

You're not just out there saying, I have the curl flat this drop. It's, okay, I know what I have, I can hear, I can use all of my senses and diagnose what I think 

is potentially happening on this play, and that's why I think you see that jump from those guys from year one to year two. But with that being said, it's 

because they want to learn, and he's capable of doing it, and he's able to apply what he learns to the game field, which is huge. I'm sick of talking about 

Herb. Let's stop this now. [laughing] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coach made a point about you guys proving that you had the best defense on the field today. Was that a big rallying cry for your group 

coming in? 

I don't know, we have a confident group. Obviously, they knew they were a top defense. We don't do a lot of talking, we just like to go out on the field and 

play and have fun, and I feel like we did that today. 

 

How does your depth impact what you guys do? 

It's huge, to be able to rotate, to be able to be fresh. There wasn't even that many plays in the first half even -- I think it was the third quarter there wasn't 

a lot of plays, either. But when you do have that rotation up front and in the back end, it just -- anybody can make a play on this defense, and everybody is 

training and preparing like they're the starter, and that's why you see so many guys out there making plays. 
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