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CARDS BECOME FIRST NFL TEAM TO BROADCAST GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL FLAG FOOTBALL 

GAME OF THE WEEK THRU PARTNERSHIP WITH ARIZONA’S FAMILY AND STATE FARM 
 
Tempe, AZ – The Arizona Cardinals Football Club, State Farm and Arizona’s Family today announced a partnership to broadcast 
the “Cardinals High School Girls Flag Football Game of the Week presented by State Farm ®.” It will mark the first time an NFL 
team has produced and aired a high school girls flag football game of the week. 
 
Arizona’s Family Sports will air eight games during the season starting on Tuesday, September 17 when Hamilton (Chandler) High 
School visits Xavier (Phoenix) High School at 7:00 PM. The remaining slate of games will take place on Tuesday or Thursday nights 
through November 7.  
 
Each match-up will be a fully-produced, 90-minute game broadcast, complete with play-by-play, analysis and sideline reporting and 
will air live on Arizona’s Family Sports (AZFS). Games will also re-air on Arizona’s Family Sports on Saturdays throughout the 
season. Launched in March of 2023, AZFS is a statewide broadcast sports network in Arizona. Home to the Arizona Cardinals and 
the Arizona Interscholastic Association’s High School Championships, AZFS can be seen over-the-air, as well as on cable, satellite 
and streaming services across Arizona.  
 
“We are thrilled to partner with State Farm and Arizona’s Family to provide this unprecedented platform to showcase the amazing 
young women competing in high school flag football in Arizona,” said Cardinals owner Michael Bidwill. “The growth of flag football 
has been explosive not only in our state and our country but worldwide. As an organization we are proud to help grow the interest 
even more and shine a spotlight on those competing at such a high level in our own community.”   
 
“We firmly believe that local sports act as the connective tissue of a community,” said Debbie Bush, Vice President and General 
Manager of Arizona’s Family. “This opportunity allows us to shine a light on young women across Arizona who are truly trailblazers 
in the sport of flag football while inspiring a new generation of young girls to believe that they can play too. We are grateful to the 
Arizona Cardinals and State Farm for providing equitable opportunities for these girls to showcase their talents on the field.”  
 
“Being a part of the Cardinals girls flag football game of the week means the world to me,” said Samaya Taylor-Jenkins of 
Hamilton H.S., the 2023 Arizona Cardinals Girls Flag Football Offensive Player of the Year. “I think all the girls deserve this type of 
recognition and with our sport growing so quickly, we appreciate all the attention and publicity we can get. The Cardinals have 
helped more than they know in making flag football become the sport it is today by putting on events and making it feel so special. 
Receiving the first-ever OPOY award was such an honor and now to have our games on live TV is going to be such a special 
memory for all of us.” 

“The AIA is honored to collaborate with the Arizona Cardinals as well as Arizona’s Family and State Farm to recognize and promote 
girls flag football here in Arizona,” said David Hines, Director of the Arizona Interscholastic Association (AIA). “To have select 
games of the week broadcast across the state provides a great opportunity to highlight these tremendous female athletes. We can’t 
thank the Cardinals enough for their support. They have been instrumental in the exponential growth of girls flag football in the state 
of Arizona.” 

PREVIOUS GAME OF THE WEEK & PLAYER OF THE WEEK PROGRAMS: During the 2022 and 2023 seasons, the Cardinals 
hosted a High School Girls Flag Football Game of the Week selected by a fan vote on the team’s website. In 2023 alone, over 
145,000 votes were cast. Special guests who made appearances at games included Cardinals Owner Michael Bidwill, quarterback 
Kyler Murray and linebacker Dennis Gardeck. Each week, players of the game were awarded with signed memorabilia from 
Cardinals players and received recognition on the team’s website and social media channels. In 2023, two players of the week were 
later selected as the first ever Arizona Cardinals Girls Flag Football Players of the Year and were honored on-field prior to one of 
the team’s home games. 
 
CARDINALS & GIRLS FLAG FOOTBALL: Supporting girls flag football is a well-established priority for the Cardinals. The team 
impacts thousands of high school and youth girls flag football players across the state of Arizona annually through a variety of 
introductory programs, camps, showcases, tournaments and equipment donations. The Cardinals recently established a two-year 



 

 

partnership with the Positive Coaching Alliance and pledged $70,000 to help support girls flag football in the state of Arizona and 
eliminate gender inequity in youth sports. The team has also held girls flag football games at State Farm Stadium during halftime of 
Cardinals games each of the past two seasons.  
 
HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS FLAG FOOTBALL IN ARIZONA: Arizona is one of 11 states to offer high school girls flag football as a 
sanctioned sport. In 2023, 57 Arizona high schools offered girls flag football with over 100 schools offering the sport for the 2024 
season. 
 
GROWTH OF FLAG FOOTBALL: Flag football is the most accessible and inclusive version of American football and is contributing 
to worldwide participation growth of the sport, particularly among women and girls. An estimated 20 million people in more than 100 
countries currently participate in flag football. Flag football will be included in the 2028 Summer Olympics in Los Angeles marking 
the first time that the game of football in any capacity will be a part of the Olympic Games. 
 
CONTENT FOR MEDIA USE: The link below contains video content and still photos from previous Cardinals girls flag football 
events:  
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/aehdx71efytfar3begqef/APjhFXUa3Kxzl5fD_UHbh1A?rlkey=jduypkymhn22wdoclt91qjwdt&st=0latx6
a2&dl=0  
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