
HEAD COACH ZAC TAYLOR 

(on how the game played out) “It’s a tough game. That’s the way these AFC North games are going to be, 
especially on the road in these types of atmospheres. I'm really proud with the way the guys fought. I 
thought the defense played well from start to finish. Obviously, we’d like to get a stop on the last drive. 
They did a really good job against a really explosive, tough offense. The offense gave them the three 
points to start the second half with the turnover, and then they did a good job holding them, and they 
kicked the long field goal. The defense fought, and the offense found a rhythm. We had the turnover on 
the first play and then two possessions in the second half, which goes to show you how quickly these 
games can go when you’re facing a team that can eat up a clock like that. We ate up the clock, too, with 
long drives. So, it's tough. We’ve lost three games now on the last play of the game, that’s what I told the 
guys. We just have to keep taking our shots, and these things have a way of balancing out, and we are 
going to get some of these wins in these situations.” 

(on the thinking of the four plays at the goal line) “It’s a really tough structure of the front. So, we feel good 
about some of the stuff we called. Obviously, it didn’t work. We took a sack on a specialty play, and then 
it didn’t quite go how we wanted to on the shovel [pass] on the fourth-down play. I felt comfortable with 
our package going in. When it doesn’t work, you wish you did something different.” 

(on if you learned something for the next time near the goal line) “That’s part of the gameplan. You’re 
preparing against fronts, and you’re seeing what teams have done and why they’ve had success. It 
wasn’t really because teams are running downhill. It was kind of getting stuff on the perimeter. We tried 
that, and it didn’t work for us. And it did on the one play once we got Joe [Burrow] downhill, and then we 
snuck it in on the next play.” 

(on what he saw on the shovel pass call) “Just watching tape.” 

(on how he balances the decision whether to go for it or kick on the fourth down) “We felt good from the 
two [-yard line], maybe any further we would have just kicked it there. We felt comfortable with what we 
had called. Obviously, it didn’t work out. I’m not going to say in hindsight you’d do it differently. Obviously, 
we see that that play didn’t work. You would run a different play. The way that we managed the situation, 
I thought we would go up 17-13 right there. Our defense is playing real good and keeping them out of the 
end zone, except for the one that they had, and we would find a way to get a win.” 

(on why the defense couldn’t start fast tonight) “We just couldn’t get that first, first down. We got a first 
down on the first play of the game, and then we probably went three straight three-and-outs if you want to 
continue to count that drive. Again, it was just finding a rhythm on the first two plays. It wasn’t necessarily 
a feeling-out process. We just couldn’t find a rhythm, and once we got that first, first down, really the 
remainder of the game we moved the ball exactly how we wanted to. Again, we just didn’t start as fast as 
we wanted to.” 

(on if WR Tee Higgins reaggravated his ankle) “He tried to fight through that thing really the whole game. 
Even at halftime, he talked about giving it another whirl. He just didn’t feel good enough to keep going.” 

(on if there was any reason WR Tee Higgins stood on the sideline in uniform) “He wanted to keep giving it 
a shot. He’s a tough guy. And even situational, he wanted to be an option if that came up. Even if he 
wasn’t going to be in the core part of things, and that situation just didn’t ride.” 

(on how encouraged he was to see HB Joe Mixon) “I thought he ran really hard. He had some good 
downhill runs for us. I thought the offensive line did a good job managing their fronts. There were some 
good perimeter blocks as well. I thought Joe [Mixon] did a really nice job in the run game. We started 
finding a rhythm there with the run and pass really at the end of the second quarter and all the way 
through the rest of the game. It was just too little, too late.” 

(on the interception and what QB Joe Burrow saw) “I think Patrick [Queen] just made a good play on the 
ball really to be honest with you. It looked like the window was going to be there. He fell back into it and 
made a good pick from my vantage point on the sideline. We’ll look at the tape and see what else could 
have happened. I thought he was on time with the throw. I thought the linebacker made a good play, and 
we’ll assess it once we watch more video.” 



(on how frustrating it is to give up only one offensive touchdown and lose) “It’s just frustrating to lose. It 
doesn’t matter how it shakes out. There are games where the offense scores a lot of points, and we need 
to pick the defense up and vice versa. Again, we knew this was a tough team and a tough environment 
and a tough test to come in here and get a win. We were close, but not close enough. We just have to 
learn from the things that each guy can do a little better. That I can do better and be able to rebound next 
week.” 

(on if he can put his finger on why offense hasn’t found rhythm that they had the last five games last 
season) “We’ve given a lot of close games, and they’ve come down to the last play of the game. As a 
whole we have to do better.” 

(on how big of a spark S Vonn Bell’s play was to get offense going) “It is. You need a pick-me-up 
sometimes in one of the phases. The defense has done a good job providing that. Vonn [Bell] has done a 
really good job coming down with the ball three times in the last few weeks. That does give you a spark. It 
gives you some momentum. The team feels that. It’s not just a phase thing, it’s an entire team thing. 
You’ve got to capitalize on that quickly. I thought the offense did a good job of that.” 

(on the defensive play) “They’ve done an excellent job all season of keeping teams out of the end zone. 
Ultimately, we feel like we’re a good enough team. If we keep teams out of the end zone and win the 
turnover battle, then we should be winning the games. Again, like I said, we just got off to a slow start. We 
had limited possessions in the second half. So, when we have whatever it was, a 17-play drive, it eats up 
a lot of time. You come away with nothing. Ultimately, that hurts you.” 

(on the last drive taking up time) “We were trying to score on every play.” 

(on losing three games on the last play) “It’s just a resilient bunch. We’ve been down in some of these 
games. We were down 10-0 today. We’ve been down 17-0. We’ve been down some different situations, 
and we fight back. Again, we can see that the recipe for success is to start faster and play with the lead, 
that’s ultimately what we want to do. We’ve got to continue to find ways to do that. Obviously, it’s going to 
be different every game for the opponent. It’s a group that I love, that I believe in. It’s a long season. 
Obviously, we wish we had got this win. We didn’t. I’m confident these guys will rebound, and we’ll attack 
the next game on the road the right way.” 

(on the Baltimore Ravens defense being stubborn with the two deep) “Obviously, they didn’t want to give 
up the explosive play. So, it gets to the point where we have to take what we can get. I thought we moved 
the ball really well. The turnover was at one possession. But, really our last four possessions all 
potentially ended in points all inside the tight red zone.” 

(on if the Baltimore Ravens dictated their offense) “Uh, yeah. We wanted to be smart about it and be 
efficient with our play calls.” 

(on if their offense changes not having WR Tee Higgins) “We moved guys around a little bit. Ja’Marr 
[Chase] takes some of that. Ja’Marr’s done a really good job since the Pittsburgh game when Tee went 
out and in this game in particular. Moving around and being able to handle being tagged differently in 
concepts. He’s just done a masterful job of handling that over the course of the game. Obviously, he’s in 
the room, he’s in the install. He knows the offense. He can do it. I think during the game, he’s done a 
really good job of adjusting when we need him to. TB [Tyler Boyd], as well. With TB moving around 
playing different spots, TB handled it well.” 

QB Joe Burrow  
 
(on the loss) “Tough loss. Frustrating, but there’s still a lot of football left to be played. We’re not going to 
panic. Obviously 0-and-2 in the division is not ideal, but like I said, there’s a lot of football to be played. 
Still going to go on a run here before the bye [week] and we still have everything in front of us.”  
  
(on the Ravens’ run defense) “They did a really good job. They were playing soft. We got the running 
game going in the second half against that soft zone, which we weren’t able to quite get it going in the 
first half. They did a good job.”  
  



(on feeling good about his quarterback sneak in the fourth quarter) “Yeah, I mean, we took the lead with 
under two minutes left, so I was pretty excited.”  
  
(on the Ravens defending the “Philly Special” and “Shovel Pass” in the fourth quarter) “They played them 
well. It’s tough to say until you watch the film. We’ll go back and look at it.”  
  
(on all three losses being walk off losses) “You just have to make the plays down the stretch to win the 
game. Most of these games are all decided in the last half of the fourth quarter. We just have to make the 
plays down the stretch.”  
  
(on the long drives needed to score absent big plays) “Yeah, it had to be that way. They were taking away 
all of our deep shots. Even when they were playing man, they were playing pretty soft, high hip, I thought 
for the most part. They did a good job of making us check it down and making us have these long 12 – 15 
play drives.”  
  
(on whether he wanted to go for it on the fourth down shovel play, or kick the field goal) “Yeah, I think you 
have to go for it. If you get seven points it really changes the game, so I think you have to go for it.”  
  
(on the difference in the offensive performance versus previous weeks) “I thought today, for the most part, 
we did a good job checking the ball down and moving the ball down the field. We just weren’t able to 
punch it in in the red zone when we got our chances.”  
  
(on making the decision to check it down versus go for an explosive play) “It just depends what the 
defense is giving us. If teams are going to play us like that, then that’s what we have to do. There’s just 
nothing down the field if teams are going to play us like they did today.”  
  
(on the play of TE Hayden Hurst) “He just continues to make plays for us. He’s getting better and better 
each week, understanding his role. We threw him a couple of one-on-ones today. That was exciting to 
see him go make those plays.”  
  
(on the inefficiency of the first four drives of the game) “We were behind the sticks for all three of those 
drives. We got into third-and-long and then they played their soft zone. So, it was tough.”  
  
(on WR Tee Higgins not playing) “Tee is one of the premiere receivers in the league. Whenever you lose 
a guy like that it’s going to be tough, but I thought the guys that replaced him did a really good job. Mike 
[Thomas] made a couple of really big plays for us. Stanley [Morgan] was in there, so I thought they did a 
very good job when they were in there.”  
  
(on getting discouraged over a close loss) “Whenever you lose games it’s frustrating, and you take them 
all the same. It’s never easy to lose. The season is a marathon. We’re through five games. There’s plenty 
more to play.”  
  
(on the play of the running backs) “We really figured out the [shot] gun run game in the second half. They 
did a really good job on the checkdowns, catching the ball two yards and getting us five or six, so I 
thought they played well.”  
  
(on the third down reception by WR Ja’Marr Chase late in the fourth) “He was one-on-one. So, if he’s 
one-on-one, I’m going to go to him every time. He did a great job making that play and winning the 
routes.”  
  
 


