
49ers Clips – March 30, 2017 
 
Local Media 
 
49ers had workout for running back Aaron Jones 
By Matt Barrows, Sacramento Bee 
http://www.sacbee.com/sports/nfl/san-francisco-49ers/article141603894.html 
 
Why Kyle Shanahan, 49ers moved on from Colin Kaepernick 
By Nick Wagoner, ESPN.com 
http://www.espn.com/blog/san-francisco-49ers/post/_/id/24260/scheme-preference-led-kyle-shanahan-to-
move-on-from-colin-kaepernick 
 
Inside the Minds of the NFL’s Six New Coaches 
By Andy Benoit, MMQB.com 
http://mmqb.si.com/mmqb/2017/03/29/nfl-new-head-coaches-sean-mcvay-kyle-shanahan-sean-
mcdermott-anthony-lynn-vance-joseph-doug-marrone 
 
2017 NFL Mock Draft 9.0: The first three rounds should be dominated by defense 
By Chris Burke, Sports Illustrated 
https://www.si.com/nfl/2017/03/29/nfl-mock-draft-first-third-round-picks 



 
National Media 
 
Seahawks have listened to Richard Sherman trade calls, but Pete Carroll says ‘I don’t see 
anything happening’ 
By Bob Condotta, The Seattle Times 
http://www.seattletimes.com/sports/seahawks/seahawks-coach-pete-carroll-on-richard-sherman-trade-
rumors-i-dont-see-anything-happening-at-all/ 
 
'You seem like an L.A. guy already.' Rams' coach is learning what it's like to live in the city 
By Gary Klein, Los Angeles Times 
http://www.latimes.com/sports/rams/la-sp-rams-sean-mcvay-20170329-story.html 
 
Bruce Arians on QBs, overusing David Johnson, Justin Bethel 'failure' 
By Kent Somers, The Arizona Republic 
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/nfl/cardinals/2017/03/29/bruce-arians-qbs-overusing-david-
johnson-justin-bethel-failure/99783286/ 
 
Saints plan to bring back quarterback Chase Daniel on one-year deal: report 
By Josh Katzenstein, New Orleans Times-Picayune 
http://www.nola.com/saints/index.ssf/2017/03/saints_chase_daniel_quarterbac.html#incart_river_index 
 
Texans' J.J. Watt 'on track to be ready to go' 
By John McClain, Houston Chronicle 
http://www.chron.com/sports/texans/article/Texans-J-J-Watt-on-track-to-be-ready-to-go-11036606.php 



 
Local Clips – Full Version  
 
49ers had workout for running back Aaron Jones 
By Matt Barrows, Sacramento Bee 
 
SANTA CLARA -- The 49ers had a private workout with UTEP running back Aaron Jones earlier this 
month, according to a league source. 
 
Jones (5-9, 208 pounds) ranked fourth in the FBS last season with 1,773 rushing yards on 229 carries. 
He scored 17 touchdowns on the ground with another three coming on receptions. He had runs of 83, 75, 
68 and 62 yards last season. Jones finished among the Top 3 running backs at the scouting combine this 
month in the vertical jump, broad jump, the three-cone drill and the 20-yard and 60-yard shuttles. 
 
The 49ers currently have four tailbacks – Carlos Hyde, DuJuan Harris, Mike Davis and Raheem Mostert – 
signed for the upcoming season but are open to adding at least one more runner in the draft. 
 
They had a heavy presence, including head coach Kyle Shanahan and running backs coach Bobby 
Turner, at Stanford’s pro day last week at which running back Christian McCaffrey was one of the 
attractions. McCaffrey, however, is expected to be drafted at some point in the second half of the first 
round -- before the 49ers pick in the second round at spot No. 34 overall. 
 
General manager John Lynch was on the road last week to look at quarterbacks Mitch Trubisky, Deshaun 
Watson and DeShone Kizer. He said he will be back on the road this week as well. Texas A&M’s Myles 
Garrett, who is expected to be the No. 1 pick to Cleveland, will be on display Thursday while Texas Tech 
quarterback Patrick Mahomes will have his pro day Friday. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Why Kyle Shanahan, 49ers moved on from Colin Kaepernick 
By Nick Wagoner, ESPN.com 
 
PHOENIX -- As the San Francisco 49ers honed in on filling an empty quarterback depth chart in the 
opening days of free agency, general manager John Lynch received information that made him believe 
Colin Kaepernick was close to signing with another team. 
 
"At one point, there was some information as were kind of going through our own quarterback thing and 
it's kind of what happens in free agency," Lynch said. "You get information and you set the market for 
guys you're talking to and things and there was information that came to us and I know that thing has 
blown up and I don't want to get in other people's business but there was some information that he was 
very close. Obviously it didn't happen. I don't know what happened." 
 
But Lynch and coach Kyle Shanahan do know what happened with Kaepernick in San Francisco. After 
meeting with Kaepernick before free agency, the 49ers have not had any contact with him and signed 
veterans Brian Hoyer and Matt Barkley, likely ending Kaepernick's time with the team after six seasons. 
 
While Shanahan has proved flexible with his scheme based on the talent in place in previous stops as an 
offensive coordinator in Houston, Washington, Cleveland and Atlanta, this is Shanahan's first chance to 
build a roster in the mold of what he wants. That doesn't mean he won't adapt to some of the talent in 
place but he and Lynch have a set idea of what they're looking for at every position moving forward. 
 
At quarterback, that happens to mean eschewing the zone-read based offense best suited for 
Kaepernick's skills in favor of the modernized West Coast offense Shanahan has used with more pocket-
oriented passers. 
 



"Colin's had a great career, and he's done some really good things," Shanahan said. "I think Colin has a 
certain skillset that you can put a specific offense to it that he can be very successful in. When we first 
looked at it, you've got to look at each quarterback and what type of offense you want to put in. That 
wasn't necessarily the direction I wanted to go. I wanted to put in a different type of offense." 
 
In sorting through Shanahan's previous matches of scheme and quarterback, the best parallel had he 
decided to keep Kaepernick would have been to replicate the model he used with Robert Griffin III in 
Washington. That system worked for one season but was hard to sustain because of the added injury risk 
the running possibilities for Griffin created. 
 
If the 49ers had opted to bring Kaepernick back, he would have had to come back closer to the 225-
pound version of 2013 and the 49ers probably would have had to bring in more quarterbacks cut from a 
similar cloth. That style is harder to duplicate than the direction the 49ers chose to go. 
 
So when Shanahan and Lynch evaluated free-agent quarterbacks, they sought players who are better 
suited to make quick, accurate decisions with the ball. That they found some familiarity in Hoyer made 
signing him quickly that much easier. 
 
"All these questions people ask about what I like in a quarterback, Brian is like that," Shanahan said. 
"Brian is obsessed with the game. He will learn your offense, he will be able to execute and run it and that 
gives other guys a chance to perform in your offense. If your quarterback can't execute it and go through 
it, then it doesn't always matter what the O-line and receivers are doing. Brian is a very smart guy who 
works at it, will hang in the pocket and is fearless to keep his eyes down the field and move the ball to the 
right spots and it gives people a chance to be successful." 
 
Although Shanahan has never worked with Barkley, he said he saw similar traits that make him believe 
he could be a suitable backup to Hoyer. Citing Barkley's history playing in big games as far back as 
college and his progress in a short stint as the Bears starter a year ago, Shanahan also believes there's 
still some upside for Barkley. 
 
"He's battle tested in that way," Shanahan said. "He's gone through the pressure in college, the pressure 
of the draft, the pressure of being in the NFL, going through some different teams. Even watching him in 
Chicago this year, he played better this year than he has throughout his career." 
 
Of course, Shanahan and Lynch are quick to acknowledge that they are far from done revamping their 
quarterback group. They still need a long-term answer at the position though they've made it clear they 
are willing to have some patience to make that happen. Even if that player doesn't arrive this offseason, 
the 49ers will need to add another quarterback or two at some point. 
 
It's a safe bet one of those will come from the NFL draft, even if it's a mid-round prospect Shanahan can 
develop. 
 
"We'll look to add anything we think that can really help us," Shanahan said. "I'm very happy with the two 
we've got. We're not only going to take two to camp so we've got to see how the draft works out and then 
you see what else is out there if it doesn't work out the way you want." 
 
It's too early to predict the names of the next quarterbacks to land in San Francisco but given how the 
49ers have approached the position this offseason, it's now much easier to determine the scheme fit 
Shanahan and Lynch seek. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Inside the Minds of the NFL’s Six New Coaches 
By Andy Benoit, MMQB.com 
 
Kyle Shanahan 



 
San Francisco 49ers 
 
Shanahan’s Falcons offense was the best in football last year. Privately, some coaches even said it was 
the best they’d ever seen. Its brilliance was in the way it used running backs, fullbacks and tight ends. 
Shanahan would align those players anywhere on the field, giving the Falcons an unlimited supply of 
formations. Often, those unconventional formations would compel the defense to reveal whether it was in 
man or zone coverage. Knowing this would be the case, Shanahan would design for routes on one side 
of the formation to beat man coverage and routes on the other side to beat zone. Matt Ryan would 
examine the defense, identify man or zone, and choose which side to work accordingly. 
 
Amazingly, Shanahan thrived with this despite only having two players amongst his running backs, 
fullbacks and tight ends who could pose problems in both the running game and passing game: Devonta 
Freeman and Tevin Coleman. In San Francisco, he may not have any. Carlos Hyde is a classic running 
back. Kyle Juszczyk is an adept passing game fullback, but not to the extent that he can split out wide or 
in the slot. Tight end Vance McDonald could maybe play the slot, but he won’t scare opponents if aligned 
on an island. Imagine how potent Shanahan would be if he had some mismatch-makers at these 
positions. Expect the Niners to look for versatility at running back or tight end. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
2017 NFL Mock Draft 9.0: The first three rounds should be dominated by defense 
By Chris Burke, Sports Illustrated 
 
2. 
 
JAMAL ADAMS 
 
S, LSU 
 
This is where the real intrigue begins. It’s hard to entirely shake the feeling that new, offensive-minded 
coach Kyle Shanahan will want to hand-pick his potential franchise quarterback here. But the Brian 
Hoyer/Matt Barkley duo is at least serviceable, the No. 33 choice provides a window later on and the 
defensive options might be too numerous to ignore here. 
 
34. 
 
DESHONE KIZER 
 
QB, NOTRE DAME 
 
If multiple quarterbacks come off the board in the top 15, as was the case with this mock, then the 49ers 
(or Bears or Jets) might be compelled to move back into Round 1 to address the position. Without any 
trades, the 49ers are able to stay put and add Kizer to Jamal Adams, giving them a centerpiece on each 
side of the ball. 


