


Dear Readers ,

On behal f  of  the Denver Broncos Foundat ion Board of  D i rec tors and the ent i re Denver Broncos 
organizat ion ,  we are proud to share w i th you our 2022 Communi t y Impac t  Repor t .

Through the Denver Broncos Foundat ion and a longs ide team members across the organizat ion , 
we cont inued to suppor t  causes that  a l ign w i th our miss ion to make a pos i t i ve impac t 
throughout Broncos Count r y.

In Ju ly of  2022,  the Broncos were honored to be named ESPN’s Spor t s Humani tar ian Team 
of  the Year as the f ranchise that  bes t  demons t ra tes how teamwork can create a measurab le 
impac t  on a communi t y or  cause.  I t  marked the th i rd consecut ive year the Broncos were named 
1 - of - 4 f ina l i s t s  across a l l  o f  spor t s for  the award ,  which is  a credi t  to the dedicat ion of  the 
p layers ,  coaches and s ta f f .

The recogni t ion a lso speaks to our ex t raord inar y nonprof i t  and corporate par tners for  the i r 
unwaver ing commi tment to engaging in and g iv ing back to our communi t y.

O f the many cont r ibut ions f rom our Foundat ion las t  year,  we would l ike to h igh l ight  a few :

This pas t  year saw Broncos p layers and s taf f  combine to vo lunteer more than 1 ,900 hours of 
communi t y ser v ice across near ly  1 ,000 d i f ferent  out reach in i t ia t i ves .  The organizat ion launched 
new programs,  suppor ted 30 Colorado - based nonprof i t s  through i t s  annual  communi t y grant 
program, hos ted 120 organizat ions a t  event s ,  and much more.

Beginning in the fa l l  o f  2022,  the Denver Broncos Foundat ion under went an e ight- month 
comprehensive rev iew and s t ra teg ic p lanning process to develop a new v is ion ,  miss ion and 
va lues that  w i l l  gu ide our communi t y engagement through a s t ronger focus in s t ra teg ic 
grantmak ing ,  Foundat ion - hos ted event s and vo lunteer ism.

The new f ramework w i l l  suppor t  h igh - impac t  programs focused on youth in three key focus 
areas:  youth heal th & wel lness in i t ia t i ves ,  dynamic in -and out- of - school  programming ,  and 
equi tab le access to career pathways . 

The Broncos have such an amazing t rad i t ion of  ser v ing our communi t y,  and we’re exc i ted to 
deepen that  commi tment through the Denver Broncos Foundat ion .  Ut i l iz ing our incredib le 
p la t form a longs ide p layers and a lumni ,  the Broncos have the unique oppor tuni t y to ser ve as 
leaders in dr iv ing long - term, pos i t i ve impac t  across Broncos Count r y.

Thank you for  your cont inued suppor t .  Go Broncos !

S incere ly,

CARRIE WALTON PENNER
Denver Broncos Foundat ion Board Chai r 
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C H A N G I N G  T H E  G A M E :  G I R L S  F L A G  F O O T B A L L

L E V E L I N G  T H E  P L AY I N G  F I E L D

N F L  F L A G  R E G I O N A L  T O U R N A M E N T

H I G H  S C H O O L  7 - O N -7

F U T U R E S  F O O T B A L L

C H  3 :  I N S P I R E  C H A N G E

T O G E T H E R  W E  R I S E

M E N T O R I N G  T H E  N E X T  G E N E R AT I O N

S E R V I N G  U P  C H A N G E

B R O N C O S  C O U N T R Y  V O T E S
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5 9Former Broncos w ide rece iver EMMANUEL SANDERS  re turns to 
the Denver Broncos Boys & G i r l s  C lub to honor h is  la te f r iend and 
former teammate,  Demar y ius Thomas .  For the v is i t ,  Sanders unvei l s 
a mura l  in  Thomas’  memor y,  hos t s a PL AY 60 footba l l  c l in ic ,  and 
donates a new set  o f  je r seys to the c lub’s youth footba l l  team, w i th 
each je rsey featur ing a No.  88 patch .
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The Denver Broncos Foundation is proud to support 
Playworks Colorado – the leading nonprofit leveraging 

the power of play to transform children’s social and emotional 
health.

Through direct-service coaching of kids and training for in-
school staff, Playworks partners with elementary schools, 
districts, and after-school programs to integrate games into 
recess to create a welcoming place for every child on the 
playground.

The Denver Broncos Foundation invests in Playworks Colorado 
and supports Aurora Public Schools by providing Coach Relay 
programming to 33 district elementary schools. Playworks 
Colorado has hired 16 full-time coaches, each one assigned 
two schools via the Coach Relay program. Additionally, funding 
from the Foundation supports and addresses teacher burnout, 
trauma kids have experienced during the pandemic, making 
up for learning loss by strengthening recess as a valuable 
contribution to the school day, and encouragement of Social 
Emotional Learning (SEL) and physical activity.

The impact of Playworks in Aurora Public Schools is tangible: 

• 94% of educators agree that Playworks improves their overall 
school climate

• 95% of educators report more cooperation among students on 
the playground

• 94% of educators believe that Playworks helps to create 
opportunities for the inclusion of diverse groups of students.

• Playworks Coach is a Tier I social-emotional learning 
intervention for elementary schools, meeting rigorous 
evaluation requirements under the Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA). 

33 14,156

56.7% 17.9% 13.4% 4.9%
HISPANIC BLACK WHITE ASIAN

SCHOOLS
PARTICIPATING

NUMBER OF KIDS
SERVED ANNUALLY

D E M O G R A P H I C S  S E R V E D

5.5%
TWO RACES
OR MORE

DENVER BRONCOS CHEERLEADERS and defensive l ineman MCTELVIN 
AGIM v isi t Crawford Elementary school for indoor recess with Playworks 
Colorado.

MILES THE MASCOT and Playworks Colorado coaches work together to 
create Play at Home videos to be featured on the Playworks website.

Boys & Girls Club members par t icipate in a Playworks game 
that aims to get them moving and thinking outside the box.
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During the f irst week of October, the Denver Broncos 

and Miles the Mascot hosted the second annual “Miles 

for Miles” physical activity program. The goal of Miles for 

Miles is to encourage youth to be active through walking and 

accessible exercise.  With participation from 20 Boys & Girls 

Clubs of Metro Denver locations, the walk week featured more 

than 400 children getting engaged and out walking. 

To kick off the program, Miles the Mascot, Denver Broncos 

Cheerleaders, cornerback Essang Bassey and guard Dalton 

Risner visited the Denver Broncos Boys & Girls Club for their 

club’s walk. Throughout the rest of the week, Denver Broncos 

players, Denver Broncos Cheerleaders, Dairy MAX, Fuel Up to 

Play 60, Playworks Colorado, and Miles the Mascot attended 

walks to bring added excitement to each event.  

G uard DALTON R ISN E R ( l e f t )  and  cornerback E SSANG BA SSE Y  ( r i gh t )  pose w i t h 
B roncos Boy s & G i r l s  C lub member s as t hey f i n i sh t he i r  M i les fo r  M i les wa lk !

Denver B roncos Cheer leader SHAN NON  wa lk s a longs ide Craw fo rd Boy s & G i r l s 
C lub member s fo r  t he i r  morn ing wa lk as pa r t  o f  t he M i les fo r  M i les p rogram .

DENVER METRO AREA
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The Broncos established the Denver Broncos Boys & Girls Club 
in Montbello and continue to maintain and fund the operating 

expenses of the Club, contributing more than $7.9 million over the 
last three decades. Since the Club’s opening in 2003, more than 
14,500 youth have been provided with a home away from home – 
for an annual membership fee of just $2. 

Club programming runs every weekday, from the moment the 
school bell rings until 8:00 pm, and all day during the summer. 
Each day, members are offered hot and healthy meals, a physically 

and emotionally safe space, and structured programs (Education, 
Arts, Health, Sports and Service) that help them succeed. A 
recent external evaluation found that the more frequently a child 
attends the Broncos Club, the better they perform on measures of 
resilience, attitudes toward school and life, and leadership skills.

Most Broncos Club members live with one or neither parent and 
94% of Club Members’ families are living at or below the federal 
poverty line.

The Denver Broncos Boys & Girls Club is a place where kids not 
only try new activities, learn new skills, and make new friends, 
but where they begin to practice their role as citizens. Club 
members who frequently attend perform better in school, become 
the leaders of tomorrow, and live healthier lives.

Throughout the year the Broncos provide unique opportunities 
in each of the Club’s programming areas, additional skill 
development and training, volunteer projects, f ield trips, and 
incentives for meeting individual and Club goals. The Denver 
Broncos Boys & Girls Club is the heartbeat of the Montbello 
community and has made a positive, multi-generational impact in 
Northeast Denver.

ACADEMIC SUCCESS

CHARACTER & CITIZENSHIP

HEALTHY LIFESTYLES

• SENIOR CLUB MEMBERS GRADUATE FROM HIGH 
SCHOOL AT A RATE 21% HIGHER  THAN LOCAL 
SCHOOLS.

• 73% OF CLUB MEMBERS  EARN MOSTLY A'S AND B 'S IN 
SCHOOL.

• 95% OF CLUB MEMBERS  SAY THAT WHEN THEY LEAD, 
THEY MAKE SURE EVERYONE IN THE GROUP FEELS 
IMPORTANT.  

• 91% BELIEVE  THAT THEY CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN 
THEIR COMMUNIT Y.

• 82% OF CLUB MEMBERS  (FOUR OUT OF EVERY FIVE 
YOUTH) EXERCISE FOR AT LEAST 60 MINUTES TWICE 
A WEEK.

IMPACT STATISTICS

Denver Broncos Team President DAMANI LEECH strategizes with Broncos Boys & Girls 
Club members to build a gingerbread house for the team's Milk & Cookies with the 
Rookies holiday par ty.

W ide rece i ve r K . J .  HAM LE R  he lps Boy s & G i r l s  C lub member s pa in t  ou tdoor ga rden 
beds to b r igh ten up t he c lub’s ga rden .
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The Denver Broncos work closely with Children’s Hospital Colorado to bring smiles and 
comfort to patients, families, and medical staf f through special visits with Denver Broncos 
players, Miles the Mascot, and team employees.

During the 2022 season, the Denver Broncos hosted more than 10 vir tual and in-person 
events at Children’s Hospital Colorado. Events included:

• FIGHT LIKE A BRONCO ROOM VISITS: On Sept. 27, Broncos players visited patients 
as part of the team’s Fight Like A Bronco campaign, focused on providing support 
to individuals impacted by cancer. Players spent time with patients in their rooms 
and surprised them with a Broncos swag bag featuring commemorative Fight Like A 
Bronco memorabilia. 

• SEACREST STUDIOS GAMES: Throughout the season, Broncos players were able 
to drop into Seacrest Studios and host games with patients from across the entire 
hospital. Patients were able to call down to the studio to partake in activities such as 
bingo, guessing games and trivia. 

• INDIVIDUAL VISITS: Players, like quarterback Russell Wilson, were able to visit 
Children’s Hospital Colorado on their own time to spend time with patients and 
patient families and learn their stories.

• TRAINING CAMP: The Denver Broncos and quarterback Russell Wilson hosted a 
group of Children’s Hospital Colorado patients at Training Camp powered by Ford, 
with a special meet-and-greet af terward. 

The Denver Broncos and Mile High United Way partnered together to host Denver 
Day of Service – a one-day, multi-project initiative bringing together hundreds 
of volunteers to impact our community. Dozens of simultaneous service projects, 
hosted by local nonprof it organizations, occurred across the Denver Metro Area and 
provided meaningful volunteer experiences for individuals and groups.

At Empower Field at Mile High, Denver Broncos Season Ticket Members, corporate 
partners, premium seating clients and staf f participated in a Hunger Project with U.S. 
Hunger to support Coloradans facing food insecurity.

One out of every eight adults in Colorado doesn’t know where their next meal will 
come from and for children, it ’s one in f ive.

Hunger Projects are fun, high-energy, and hands-on meal packaging events that 
empower volunteers to make a tangible dif ference in the f ight against hunger. More 
than 200 volunteers packaged 40,000 meals with nutritious shelf-stable ingredients 
to distribute to local non-prof it organizations.

28 23 500+ 1,236
$37,040

PROJECTS NONPROFIT 
PARTNERS

VOLUNTEERS TOTAL 
VOLUNTEER 
HOURS

2 0 2 2  D E N V E R  D AY  O F  S E R V I C E  I M P A C T  S TAT I S T I C S

TOTAL ECONOMIC IMPACT
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Work ing toget her,  Denver B roncos Season T icke t  M ember s , 
co rpora te pa r t ner s ,  p remium sea t ing c l ien t s ,  and  s t a f f  package 
more t han 4 0,0 0 0 mea ls in e f fo r t s  to he lp f igh t  hunger in ou r 
commun i t y.

M I LE S TH E MA SCOT  b r ings an added f l a re o f  exc i tement to t he 
even t ,  he lp ing cheer on vo lun teer s as t hey work toget her to 
make a d i f fe rence.

A ss i s t an t  G enera l  M anager DARRE N M OUG E Y  and E xecu t i ve 
D i rec to r  o f  F oot ba l l  O pera t ions /Spec ia l  Ad v i so r to t he G enera l 
M anager KE LLY KLE I N E  work toget her to pack some o f  t he 
t housands o f  food k i t s  be ing made.

F ormer B roncos sa fe t y and Pro F oot ba l l  H a l l  o f  Famer STE VE 
AT WATE R he lps c a r r y boxes fu l l  o f  packaged food k i t s  to be 
d i s t r ibu ted to C o lo radans f ac ing food insecur i t y.

Sa fe t y  K ARE E M JACKSON  ( l e f t ) ,  w ide rece i ve r T YRI E 
CLE VE L AN D  ( top r igh t )  and w ide rece i ve r M ONTRE LL 
WA SH INGTON  ( bo t tom r igh t )  v i s i t  pa t ien t s a t  Ch i ld ren’s 
H osp i t a l  C o lo rado to de l i ve r  sm i les and F igh t  L ike A 
B ronco s wag bags .

Q uar te rback  RUSSE LL WI L SON  poses w i t h a g roup o f 
pa t ien t s and t he i r  f ami l ies f rom Ch i ld ren’s H osp i t a l 
C o lo rado a f te r  a t ra in ing c amp p rac t i ce .



Founded in 1983 as one of the nation’s f irst Make-A-Wish 
Foundation chapters, Make-A-Wish Colorado has granted 

more than 5,500 wishes to eligible children throughout the 
state. I ts mission has been to create life-changing wishes for 
children with crit ical i l lnesses. 

Throughout each season, the Denver Broncos grant one-of-a-
kind wish experiences to some of Broncos Country’s biggest 
fans.  

This year, wishes ranged from attending private practices, 
meeting their Broncos heroes, to exclusive sideline access 
at a Broncos home game at Empower Field at Mile High and 
experiencing a game from a private suite. 

This fall , Jalon's wish of meeting his hero, wide receiver 
Courtland Sutton, was granted. Jalon was able to visit the 
UCHealth Training Center and be a Bronco for a day.
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JALON  b reak s dow n a pos t - p rac t i ce hudd le w i t h a g roup o f  Denver B roncos p layer s a f te r  p rac t i ce .

W ide rece i ve r COU RTL AN D SUT TON  s i t s  w i t h M ake - A -W ish 
k id JALON  fo r  a one - on - one t a lk abou t foo t ba l l  and l i fe .
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F ormer B roncos sa fe t y and Pro F oot ba l l  H a l l  o f  Famer STE VE 
AT WATE R  pa r t i c ipa tes in t he Denver B roncos S t a f f  Se r v ice Ser ies 
even t ,  du r ing w h ich s t a f f  member s read s to r ies fea tu r ing d i ve r se 

charac te r s and au t hor s to s tuden t s a t  S tedman E lement a r y Schoo l .

C ornerback  PAT SURTAIN I I  sp reads ho l iday cheer and decora tes cook ies a t  The G a t her ing 
P lace ,  a nonpro f i t  o rgan iza t ion t ha t  p rov ides se r v ices to women ,  ch i ld ren ,  and t ransgender 

ind i v idua l s ex per ienc ing pover t y in Denver.

Defens i ve end DRE ’ M ONT JON E S  poses w i t h t he 
PL AY 60 ac t i v i t y  b in he packed to he lp Boy s & G i r l s 
C lubs o f  M et ro Denver c lub member s PL AY 60 dur ing 
t he summer mont hs .

T igh t  end G REG DU LCICH  show s o f f  h i s  g ingerb read house decora t ing sk i l l s  a t  a 
M i l k & C ook ies w i t h t he Rook ies even t a t  t he Denver B roncos Boy s & G i r l s  C lub .

Defens i ve l i neman M ICHAE L PU RCE LL  v i s i t s  Sun Va l ley 
You t h C en te r a f te r  announc ing a $20,0 0 0 dona t ion in 
suppor t  o f  you t h mento r sh ip and access to a f te r- schoo l 
spor t s and p rogramming f rom h imse l f ,  t he Denver 
B roncos ,  and t he N FL F ounda t ion .

Runn ing back JAVONTE WI LLIAM S  l aunches h i s  Javon te W i l l i ams F ounda t ion w i t h an inaugura l 
f undra i s ing even t .  Us ing h i s  ex per ience as a fos te r  b ro t her,  h i s  founda t ion w i l l  champ ion 

ch i ld ren in t he fos te r  s y s tem work ing to p rov ide t hem w i t h resources and ex per iences .
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By age 14, girls drop out of organized sports at a rate twice as fast as 
boys and currently have 1 million fewer opportunities to play high 

school sports. The Denver Broncos are committed to f inding new and 
creative ways to grow the game of football, while providing equitable 
opportunities for girls to engage in the game. 

In the fall of 2022, the Denver Broncos and the Colorado High School 
Activities Association (CHSAA) launched a Girls High School Flag Football 
pilot program in Colorado. The pilot, funded by the Denver Broncos 
Foundation, featured three school district partners, 28 teams, and more 
than 500 participants. 

“The Colorado High School Activities Association is proud to partner 
with the Denver Broncos and our high schools as we look to promote this 

new opportunity for female participation in f lag football,” said CHSAA 
Commissioner Mike Krueger. “Flag football is a fast, fun, and exciting 
way to experience the game of football, and we are thrilled that girls in 
Broncos Country will have the chance to participate in this experience 
f irst-hand.”

The two-year pilot process is a requirement for the statewide sanctioning 
of a new Colorado high school sport. Through interest in the program, the 
Denver Broncos and CHSAA are working hand-in-hand towards a Fall 2024 
statewide sanctioning goal to make girls high school football a reality for 
any interested high school in the state.

Cherokee Trai l
Cherr y Creek

Eaglecres t
Grandv iew
Over land

Smok y Hi l l

Denver East
Denver Nor th
Denver South
Denver West

George Washington
Kennedy

Nor thf ie ld
Thomas Jef ferson

Ar vada
Ar vada West

Chat f ie ld
Columbine
Evergreen
Lakewood
Li t t leton
Pomona

22 500+ 203SCHOOLS 
FIELDING 28 
TEAMS 

TOTAL 
PARTICIPANTS

TOTAL GAMES 
PLAYED

PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS

CHERRY CREEK 
SCHOOLS

DENVER PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS

JEFFCO PUBLIC  
SCHOOLS

4 SCHOOLS HAD 
MULTIPLE TEAMS

42% WOULD NOT HAVE 
PARTICIPATED IN ANOTHER HS 
SPORT IF NOT FOR GIRLS FLAG

JAMBOREES, DISTRICT 
PLAYOFFS, CHAMPIONSHIPS
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M ember s o f  t he Cher r y Creek B ru ins g i r l s  f l ag foo t ba l l  team 
embrace as t hey ad vance to t he nex t  round o f  t he H igh Schoo l 
G i r l s  F lag F oot ba l l  Championsh ip .



During the Girls High School Flag Football pilot program, games were played on 
Saturdays as part of weekly Flag Football Jamborees. Jamborees were divided into 

Metro-Area and district-wide pool play throughout the six-week season allowing each 
participating team to compete in three games each week.

On Saturday, Oct. 15 the Denver Broncos hosted the f irst-ever Colorado Girls High School 
Flag Football Championship at the UCHealth Training Center’s Pat Bowlen Fieldhouse. 

The three participating school districts hosted a district-wide tournament to determine which 12 
teams would advance to play in the single-elimination championship competition. 

Denver Broncos players volunteered their time to help coach student-athletes and teams 
from the sidelines, and Team President Damani Leech was on-site to present the trophy to the 
winning team. 

After a full day of play, Chatf ield High School was named Colorado’s f irst Girls High School Flag 
Football Champions.

Saturday, Sept. 10, 2022

Jamboree #1 Hosted by Denver Public 
Schools @ All City Stadium / Denver South 
High School

Saturday, Sept. 17, 2022

Jamboree #2  Hosted by Cherry Creek 
Schools @ Cherry Creek High School / 
Stutler Bowl

Saturday, Sept. 24, 2022

Denver Public Schools Only Jamboree  
Hosted by Denver Public Schools @ All 
City Stadium / Denver South High School

Tuesday, Sept. 27, 2022

Cherry Creek Schools Only Jamboree  
Hosted by Cherry Creek Schools  
@ Legacy Stadium  

Saturday, Oct. 1, 2022

Jamboree #3 Hosted by Jeffco Public 
Schools @ Trailblazer Stadium & 
Lakewood Memorial Park

Tuesday, Oct. 4, 2022

Jeffco Public Schools Only Jamboree  
Hosted by Jeffco Public Schools  
@ Trailblazer Stadium 

Saturday, Oct. 8, 2022

Girls High School Flag District Postseason 
Tournaments

Hosted by Cherry Creek Schools, Denver 
Public Schools & Jeffco Public Schools  
@ Multiple Locations  

SCHEDULE

FLAG FOOTBALL 101

Two 15-minute halves

Running clock except for 
f inal 2 minutes of second 
half (real time)

Timeouts: One per team 
per half (no rollover) 

3-minute Half time

Game Length:

Touchdown = 6 points

PAT = 1 point from 5-yard line  
(pass only) 

PAT = 2 points from 10-yard line

The PAT will remain live allowing 
the defense to return an INT for a 
scoring 2 point play

Safety = 2 points

Scoring:
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The quar te rback fo r  t he O ver land Tra i lb lazer s p repares 
to t h row a pass dur ing Jamboree p lay.

N or t h f ie ld H igh Schoo l  head coach RE B E K AH H OPECK 
s t ra teg izes w i t h her p layer s abou t t he nex t  p lay fo r 
t he i r  game.

G i r l s  F lag F oot ba l l  a t h le tes f rom Kenned y H igh Schoo l  hudd le be fo re 
t he s t a r t  o f  t he i r  game in t he Championsh ip tou rnament .

Denver B roncos P res iden t  DAMAN I LE ECH  congra tu la tes 
and names Cha t f ie ld H igh Schoo l  t he f i r s t - ever C o lo rado 

G i r l s  H igh Schoo l  F lag F oot ba l l  Champions .



On Friday, Sept. 23 the Denver Broncos and Pinnacle Charter School 

(PCS) unveiled a new synthetic turf f ield made possible through the 

NFL Foundation/LISC Grassroots program, which granted Pinnacle Charter 

School $250,000 for the installation. The new field was highlighted that 

same night during the Broncos High School Game of the Week (Pinnacle 

vs. Platte Canyon). In addition to the game and ribbon cutting, the event 

included Denver Broncos Cheerleaders, Broncos Alumni, and Miles the 

Mascot during a PLAY 60 clinic for community members. 

The NFL Foundation Grassroots Program, a partnership between the 

NFL Foundation and LISC—the nation’s leading community development 

support organization—has supported the construction or renovation of 416 

football f ields nationwide since 1998. Fields are newly built or signif icantly 

renovated, with improvements such as irrigation systems, lights, bleachers, 

scoreboards, goalposts, and turf.

The Pinnacle Charter School f ield will be the primary playing surface for 

school teams and will be available to support more than 1,000 youth football 

players involved with nearby leagues, including the Thornton Junior Football 

League, which will have access to the f ield for 70 percent of the calendar 

year. The f ield will also support other athletic activities, including soccer, 

track, cross country, Thornton youth summer camps, and cheerleading.

Since 2000, the NFL Foundation, LISC Grassroots program and the Broncos 

have installed eight such f ields in Colorado, totaling $1,450,000 in support 

for local football programming. 
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F ormer B roncos sa fe t y N ICK FE RGUSON  l eads P innac le H igh Schoo l ’s  foo t ba l l  c ap t a ins 
ou t  to cen te r  f ie ld fo r  t he co in toss dur ing a B roncos G ame o f  t he Week matchup.

P innac le H igh Schoo l  foo t ba l l  p layer s en joy t he i r  new f ie ld as 
t hey t ake on P la t te C anyon in a F r iday N igh t  L igh t s game.

A s a way to in tegra te t he new f ie ld in to t he commun i t y,  t he team 
hos t s a PL AY 60 c l in i c  on t he f ie ld fo r  commun i t y member s .



On Saturday, June 25, the Denver Broncos and RCX 

Sports, the official operating partner of NFL FLAG, 

hosted an NFL FLAG Regional Tournament at Aurora 

Sports Park. The event marked the second time Colorado 

has served as a host site for the regional tournament in a 

nine-month span. 

The day of pool play included 47 total teams (460 total 

participants), with 39 teams representing the state 

of Colorado. The tournament featured boys and girls 

divisions, competitive and recreational, broken down into 

8U through 17U age groups.

The winners from each division earned an automatic bid 

to play in the NFL FLAG National Championship, hosted in 

Las Vegas during the Pro Bowl.  

Throughout the day, Denver Broncos Cheerleaders, 

Broncos Alumni, and Miles the Mascot were on site as 

part of NFL FLAG activities. A photo opportunity with the 

Super Bowl trophies and giveaways were also a part of the 

celebration.

Teams par t i c ipa t ing in t he B roncos N FL FL AG Reg iona l  Tournament t ake g roup 
photos w i t h t he Lombard i  t rophy and DE NVE R B RONCOS CH E E RLE ADE RS .
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M I LE S TH E MA SCOT  s t r i kes a pose w i t h f l ag foo t ba l l 
p layer s as he cheer s on t he teams f rom t he s ide l ines .



Since 2011, the Denver Broncos have hosted an annual 7-on-
7 tournament to provide an off-season high school football 
team development opportunity for all interested Colorado 
high schools. 

The 7-on-7 tournament offers a competitive opportunity for 
skill position players to work on passing offense and pass 
defense. In addition, a linemen challenge is offered for 
offensive and defensive lineman. 

The event is free and open to all Colorado high schools and 
annually hosts more than one third of the high schools that 
play football in Colorado.

The 2022 tournament’s pool play rounds took place at 
Chaparral High School in Parker, Colo. Pool play winners 
for both competitions advanced to the finals, held at the 
UCHealth Training Center on Friday, June 17.

15 years ago, Futures Football was created to help eliminate a 
participation crisis for several Denver Metro Area high schools that were 
struggling to field varsity football teams.

Launched in 2008, Futures Football is a spring tackle football program for 
middle school students in both Denver (DPS) and Aurora Public Schools 
(APS). Every high school football program has a corresponding ‘feeder’ 
middle school Futures program coached by the high school football staff.

The Denver Broncos Foundation annually helps to cover costs for 
new equipment, coaching stipends, uniforms, officials and gameday 
operations.. 

Since the program’s inception, there has been more than a 25% increase 
in participation in high school football in DPS—despite decreasing 
enrollment in the district’s main high schools. Some schools saw 
participation increase by more than 60% from 2008 to 2018. Coaches 
credit Futures Football for a resurgence in participation at the high school 
level and the increased ability to keep kids in a consistent program from 
middle school through high school. 

The Futures Football program also requires all athletes to participate in 
a character development course, called True Man. Through innovative 
intervention and prevention education programming, Project PAVE 
instructors designed the ‘True Man’ curriculum specifically for football 
players that focuses on team values, healthy relationships, gender 
stereotypes, conflict resolution and more. 

Futures Football annually connects with more than 600 middle school 
football players between the two school districts.

86 62

6-MAN/8-MAN = 4 SCHOOLS

7-ON-7
TEAMS

ESTIMATED 1,700 
PLAYERS 

40% 27

TEAMS OF 
LINEMEN

OF THE SCHOOLS THAT 
PARTICIPATED CAME 
FROM OUTSIDE THE 

DENVER METRO AREA

ESTIMATED 620 
PLAYERS 

DIFFERENT 
COLORADO CITIES 

AND TOWNS 
REPRESENTED

1A = 9 SCHOOLS
2A = 14 SCHOOLS
3A = 17 SCHOOLS
4A = 20 SCHOOLS
5A = 22 SCHOOLS
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Presen ted by Ch i ld ren’s H osp i t a l  C o lo rado and w i t h suppor t  f rom G ato rade and 
N I K E ,  t he tou rnament s fea tu re 92 h igh schoo l  p rograms — near l y 3 4% o f  t he 
schoo ls in t he s t a te o f  C o lo rado t ha t  p lay h igh schoo l  foo t ba l l .  Reg i s te red teams 
come f rom 27 d i f fe ren t  C o lo rado c i t ies and inc lude teams f rom a l l  seven C H SA A 
s t a te c lass i f i c a t ions .

L inemen par t i c ipa te in t he f i na l  compet i t ion fo r  t he l i nemen cha l lenge 
tournament ,  w h ich inc ludes tug - o f - war,  t r ac to r  t i re f l i p ,  obs t ac le cour se , 
one - on - ones ,  and re lay s .

O f fens i ve Q ua l i t y  C on t ro l  C oach ,  and fo rmer h igh schoo l  foo t ba l l 
coach ,  R AMON CH INYOUNG ,  spends a Fu tu res F oot ba l l  Sa tu rday 

w i t h m idd le schoo l  a t h le tes to lea rn more abou t t he p rogram and to 
share some w isdom .

G uard Z ACK JOH N SON  g i ves a pep t a lk to a t h le tes as 
t hey head ou t  on to t he f ie ld fo r  a sc r immage.

A s par t  o f  B roncos Fu tu res F oot ba l l  Sa tu rday s ,  w ide 
rece i ve r T YRI E CLE VE L AN D  spends t ime w i t h Denver 
Pub l i c  Schoo ls m idd le schoo l  foo t ba l l  p layer s shar ing 

w isdom and encourag ing t hem to con t inue to pur sue 
t he i r  a t h le t i c  d reams .
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M I LE S TH E MA SCOT  t akes a b reak f rom s ign ing au tographs and t ak ing photos w i t h 
f ans in Bennet t ,  CO w h ich was t he f i f t h and f ina l  s top on t he H igh Schoo l  G ame o f 
t he Week tour i n 2022 .

P layer s and coaches f rom 17 o f  C o lo rado’s top h igh schoo l  foo t ba l l  p rograms ,  a long 
w i t h 26 non - foo t ba l l  s tuden t - a t h le tes rep resen t ing va r ious f a l l  spor t s ,  pa r t i c ipa te 
in t he Denver B roncos H igh Schoo l  F oot ba l l  and Fa l l  Spor t s M ed ia Day a t  Empower 
F ie ld a t  M i le H igh on M onday,  Aug .  15 .

W ide rece i ve r JE RRY JE UDY  hos t s a you t h foo t ba l l  c amp a t 
t he UC H ea l t h Tra in ing C en te r on M onday,  June 27.

D ur ing t he 2022 Denver B roncos Tra in ing C amp powered by F ord ,  t he B roncos hos t 
you t h foo t ba l l  teams f rom a round t he s t a te to see t he ac t ion up c lose and say h i  to 
DE NVE R B RONCOS PL AYE RS  a f te r  p rac t i ce .

The B roncos hos t  t he i r  N FL FL AG F oot ba l l  Fes t i va l  a t  t he 
UC H ea l t h Tra in ing C en te r on Sunday,  Aug .  1 6 .
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For the second year, the Denver Broncos partnered with the Ross Initiative 
in Sports for Equality (RISE) to host a multi-week youth leadership 

program for local Boys & Girls Club teenagers. RISE works to educate and 
empower the sports community to eliminate racial discrimination, champion 
social justice, and improve race relations.

Moving to an in-person format (2020 was conducted virtually due to 
COVID-19 restrictions), the eight-week program was held at the Denver 
Broncos Boys & Girls Club during the spring of 2022. More than 30 teens 
from the Denver Broncos and Suncor Clubs gathered together to take part in 
the experiential learning curriculum and skill-building. 

The program is built to create a safe and engaging learning environment that 
provides opportunities to have important and often diff icult conversations 
about race, perceptions, and stereotypes. The curriculum features the 
teaching of historical leaders and key moments but is centered around 
interactive discussion and working through hypothetical scenarios or case 
studies to gain a better understanding of societal challenges and the ways 
people can advocate for change in the face of prejudice and other issues.

Denver Broncos safety Justin Simmons deepened his support of youth 
mentorship by participating in the weekly curriculum alongside the second 
cohort of Club members.

WEEK 1: UNDERSTANDING 
OUR IDENTITIES

WEEK 2: DIVERSITY CONCEPTS 

WEEK 3: EQUALITY VS EQUITY 

WEEK 4: NATIVE AMERICAN 
LEGACY IN SPORTS 

WEEK 5: PRIVILEGE 

WEEK 6: SPORT AS A VEHICLE

WEEK 7: COMMUNITY 
BUILDING: GOAL SETTING

WEEK 8: BE A CHAMPION OF 
CHANGE

RISE PROGRAM SCHEDULE

Club member s pa r t i c ipa te in an ac t i v i t y  fo r  Week 6 :  Spor t s as a Veh ic le fo r  Change. 
I n t h i s  modu le ,  pa r t i c ipan t s iden t i f y  va r y ing t y pes o f  a t h le te ac t i v i sm , a re cha l lenged 
to match d i f fe ren t  examp les w i t h t he mos t app l i c ab le t y pe o f  ac t i v i sm d i sp layed and 
tes t  t he i r  know ledge and app l i c a t ion .

A s a reward fo r  comp le t ing and a t tend ing a l l  e igh t  sess ions ,  sa fe t y JUSTI N 
S IM MON S  and h i s  w i fe Ta r y n ,  t rea t  t he teens to d inner a t  a loc a l  res t au ran t .

R I S E Fac i l i t a to r,  CH RIS CHAVE Z ,  encourages t he c lub member s to speak open l y and 
f ree l y abou t t he i r  ow n ex per iences .  A ma jo r  aspec t  o f  t he cu r r i cu lum i s  encourag ing 
open d ia logue and le t t i ng t he pa r t i c ipan t s lea rn f rom each o t her.
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Safe t y JUSTIN S IM MON S  con t inues h i s  suppor t  o f  t he 
R I S E p rogram and Boy s & G i r l s  C lubs o f  M et ro Denver 
by pa r t i c ipa t ing a longs ide c lub member s t h roughou t t he 
8 - week mu l t i - week you t h leader sh ip p rogram .



Since 2020, Denver Broncos wide receiver Tim Patrick has 
provided guidance and mentorship to the children at the 

Marvin W. Foote Youth Services Center. Growing up with parents 
who experienced incarceration, Patrick has made it his goal 
to give back and provide mentorship to those involved in the 
justice system.

What started as a one-time community outreach event 
coordinated by the team has become an ongoing endeavor for 
Patrick, who has held virtual and in-person sessions with the 
children at the center more than 40 times since his initial visit in 
2020. 

Over the last three years, Patrick has formed a special 
relationship with a pod of children and staff at the center, partly 
because his own life experiences allow him to relate to their 
circumstances. As part of his relationship with the center, Patrick 
has developed a rewards program where the children can earn 
incentives — sneakers or a meal from their favorite restaurant – 
based on their behavior. 

As part of the growing relationship with the center, the Denver 
Broncos and players hosted a holiday party for the youth. 
Players served dinner from a local restaurant and surprised each 
pod inside the center with a gif t bag f illed with items permissible 
for youth to utilize at the center. 

Pun te r CORLISS WAITMAN  sha res smi les and f i s t  pumps w i t h you t h as t hey come 
t h rough t he l i ne to ge t  d inner.

To he lp sp read some ho l iday cheer,  l i nebacker BARON B ROWN I NG  v i s i t s  t he M ar v in W. F oote You t h Ser v ices 
C en te r a longs ide h i s  teammates to se r ve d inner,  hand ou t  g i f t s  and cha t  w i t h inc a rcera ted you t h .

C on t inu ing h i s  suppor t  o f  h i s  pod a t  t he M ar v in W. F oote 

You t h Ser v ice C en te r,  w ide rece i ve r TI M PATRICK  tunes 

in fo r  mento r sh ip zooms w here he work s w i t h a g roup o f 

i nc a rcera ted you t h a t  t he cen te r.

I n recogn i t ion o f  h i s  soc ia l  j us t i ce 

work ,  w ide rece i ve r TIM PATRICK  i s 

fea tu red on the P layer s Coa l i t ion and 

C a fé Momentum p layer impac t  t r ad ing 

ca rds dur ing Super Bow l LV I I .
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Café Momentum was a featured restaurant during the 2022 
Taste of the Broncos event, presented by King Soopers. 

Café Momentum, a nonprofit professional training program for 
justice-involved youth, was pioneered in Dallas, Texas. The 
organization provides justice-impacted teens (ages 15-19) with a 
paid internship at the restaurant, during which they can develop 
skills in cooking, serving, hosting, and many other areas.

While obtaining work experience, the participants receive 
education and mental health support to help them flourish and 
maximize their potential. The 12-month program features a high 
school where the kids can get their diplomas, an on-site case 
manager, and on-staff psychologists. 

Café Momentum is exploring options to expand nationally, with 
Denver being a market of exploration. While at Taste of the 
Broncos, Café Momentum garnered great interest from community 
members and Broncos players alike, who are interested in 
working with and learning more about their program, knowing 
their life-changing opportunities can provide something 
invaluable to the justice-involved youth in our community. 

F ormer C a fé M omentum s tuden t DJ worked h i s  way up to become t he res t au ran t 
assoc ia te a t  C a fé M omentum’s cu r ren t  loc a t ion in Da l l as .  A s someone w ho’s 
per sona l l y  gone t h rough t he p rogram, J D speak s to p layer s and gues t s a l i ke on 
t he pos i t i ve impac t  t he nonpro f i t  has on inc a rcera ted you t h .

Defens i ve end R AN DY G REGORY  ( r i gh t )  and de fens i ve l i neman M ICHAE L 
PU RCE LL ( l e f t )  s top by t he C a fé M omentum boot h to speak w i t h J D on t he 
impac t  o f  t he nonpro f i t ’s  work .

W ide rece i ve r  T I M PATRICK  spends some t ime w i t h J D,  l i s ten ing to h i s 
ex per iences and lea rn ing more abou t t he p rogram, a g rea t  resource fo r  t he 
k ids he mento r s a t  t he M ar v in W. F oote You t h C en te r.
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Broncos Country Votes is the local Denver Broncos extension of the NFL’s league-wide nonpartisan initiative to 
support and encourage civic engagement. 

Throughout the 2022 election cycle, the Denver Broncos hosted various outreach opportunities and events to 
encourage voter participation within the organization and throughout Broncos Country. 

In addition, guard Dalton Risner visited Denver West High School for an assembly, encouraging students to 
exercise their right to vote.

Af te r  t he assemb l y in w h ich he spoke to encourage 
s tuden t s to exerc i se t he i r  r igh t  to vo te ,  G uard  DALTON 
R ISN E R  poses w i t h a g roup o f  s tuden t s and teacher s f rom 
Denver Wes t H igh Schoo l .

The Denver E lec t ions vo lun teer g roup poses fo r  a photo a t  t he i r  boot h 
ou t s ide Empower F ie ld a t  M i le H igh fo r  t he N FL Votes game, dur ing w h ich 
f ans were ab le to s top by to lea rn more abou t vo t ing r igh t s ,  reg i s te r  to 
vo te ,  and d rop o f f  t he i r  comp le ted ba l lo t .

K icker B R AN DON MCMANUS  su rp r i ses vo te r s a t  a Vote r Ser v ice & Po l l i ng C en te r i n A rapahoe C oun t y to 
t hank t hem fo r  pa r t i c ipa t ing in E lec t ion Day and to d i s t r ibu te B roncos C oun t r y Votes s t i cker s .
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On Wednesday, Oct. 26, Pro Football Hall of Famer and former 
Broncos safety Steve Atwater, Denver Broncos Cheerleaders 

McKenna and Chelsea, Miles the Mascot, and Broncos staff 
surprised the Bury School’s Broncos flag football team. 

Earlier in the year, the Bury School Broncos participated in the 
Huntingdonshire Regional NFL FLAG Football competition. The 
school was one of six local primary schools playing, each team 
represented a different NFL Franchise and competed to attend 
the national f inals at Loughborough University in a round-robin 
competition, with the Bury Broncos coming out on top. 

To celebrate their regional championship win, the Denver Broncos 
surprised the team with new NFL FLAG kits and participated in 
flag football drills and a fun scrimmage. 

On Thursday, Oct. 27, Broncos Team President Damani Leech, Denver Broncos Cheerleaders McKenna and Chelsea, and Broncos staff 
visited and volunteered at the London Community Kitchen (LCK) as part of the team’s community outreach while participating in the 

NFL’s International Series. 

The London Community Kitchen was founded in 2014 and utilizes a zero waste, zero hunger blueprint. The organization believes it to 
be an absolute human right to have access to free or affordable food and works to make sure the most vulnerable communities across 
London are fed. 

LCK has a myriad of programs that are aimed to fight hunger and waste in London including community cafes, food markets, cooking 
classes, and an ethical catering company. 

During the visit, the Broncos group was able to learn about the community the kitchen serves, package meals for the neighborhood, and 
meet individuals impacted by the organization’s work. 

Denver B roncos Cheer leader MCKE N NA 
pa r t i c ipa tes in a f l ag foo t ba l l  sc r immage a t  t he 
Bur y Schoo l .

The Bur y Schoo l  B roncos f l ag foo t ba l l  team 
hudd les in an t i c ipa t ion o f  t he nex t  p lay.

Denver B roncos P res iden t  DAMAN I LE ECH  and B roncos emp loyees 
vo lun teer a t  t he London C ommuni t y K i tchen ahead o f  t he i r  game aga ins t 
t he Jack sonv i l l e Jaguar s a t  Wembley S t ad ium .

S i f t i ng t h rough b ins ,  P res iden t DAMAN I 
LE ECH  he lps a rec ip ien t  o f  t he London 
C ommuni t y K i tchen pack bags o f  food 
t ha t  w i l l  be d i s t r ibu ted to food - insecure 
f ami l ies in London .
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In partnership with NFL UK, Denver Broncos Owner Carrie Walton Penner, 

Broncos players, and Broncos staff hosted an NFL FLAG and PLAY 60 Clinic 

on Friday, Oct. 28 for youth at the Harrow School. 

The community day celebration was an outdoor event featuring a series 

of NFL FLAG activities and PLAY 60 drills and games. Participants rotated 

through 10 different stations including throwing, catching, and tackling (flag 

pulling) amongst other football activities.

More than 120 students, ages 12 -18, participated in the event. Students were 

invited via the Harrow Club, Ignite Youth, and the Young Harrow Foundation. 

The Harrow Club has been creating positive futures for marginalized young 

people in West London since 1883. Through general youth clubs and 

specialist interventions, the Harrow Club aims to empower young people to 

complete their education, avoid anti-social behavior, and become positive 

contributors to society.

Ignite Youth was founded by Reverend Simon Jones and his team in 2001 to 

‘train the next generation’ so that disadvantaged and marginalized young 

people leave school with qualifications and experience in leadership. Ignite 

Youth has helped hundreds of young people achieve a change for the better 

in their lives, and many have gone on to inspire others to improve their lives 

too.

The Young Harrow Foundation is a network of nonprofits delivering services 

and activities for children and young people in Harrow. The network of 

organizations are steadfast in their commitment to develop happier, healthier 

safe children and young people with more opportunities to reach their full 

potential.

O w ner CARRI E WALTON PE N N E R  he lps run a PL AY 60 s t a t ion dur ing t he sk i l l s  ro t a t ions .

L inebacker JONATH ON COOPE R  sha res smi les and h igh -
f i ves w i t h pa r t i c ipan t s as t hey comp le te t he i r  d r i l l s .

Sa fe t y JUSTIN S IM MON S  show s h i s 
moves as he runs t h rough a PL AY 60 
d r i l l  w i t h a pa r t i c ipan t .

DE NVE R B RONCOS PL AYE RS  and par t i c ipan t s pose toget her a f te r  an a f te rnoon o f  PL AY 60 d r i l l s  and sk i l l s .
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ESPN named the Denver Broncos the 2022 Sports Humanitarian 
Team of the Year in conjunction with the 2022 ESPY Awards. 

Presented annually, ESPN’s Sports Humanitarian Team of the 
Year Award is given to a sports franchise that demonstrates 
how teamwork can create a measurable impact on a community 
or cause. The Broncos are one of two NFL teams to ever win 
the award (San Francisco 49ers, 2017) and one of only three 
organizations to be named a finalist three or more times.

The Broncos were selected as the award recipient through 
a comprehensive review process that evaluated community 
teamwork, strategy, and data-driven outcomes of philanthropic 
work and player initiatives.

900+
THE TEAM LAUNCHED A COMPREHENSIVE GUN BUYBACK 
PROGRAM IN PARTNERSHIP WITH DENVER AND AURORA

BRONCOS PLAYERS VOLUNTEERED 
THROUGH 745 DIFFERENT ENGAGEMENTS

$275,000+ INSPIRE CHANGE PROGRAMS & 
INITIATIVES CONTRIBUTIONS

14,500+ UNDER-RESOURCED YOUTH WERE GIVEN A 
HOME AWAY FROM HOME SINCE 2003

THE ONLY PROFESSIONAL SPORTS TEAM TO FULLY FUND 
ITS OWN BRANCH OF BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF AMERICA

30 LOCAL NONPROFITS WERE SUPPORTED VIA THE CLUB'S 
ANNUAL COMMUNITY GRANT PROGRA

IN 2022...

INVESTED IN THE EQUITY OF FEMALE YOUTH SPORTS IN THE METRO 
DENVER AREA, WITH AN EMPHASIS ON LAUNCHING A GIRLS’ HIGH 
SCHOOL FLAG FOOTBALL PILOT PROGRAM

CONDUCTED THE STAFF COMMUNITY SERVICE SERIES, WHICH 
FEATURED IN-PERSON AND REMOTE MONTHLY VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR BRONCOS STAFF AND FAMILIES

L inebacker  ALE X S I NG LETON  v i s i t s  w i t h f ans dur ing 
t he team’s Tra in ing C amp powered by F ord .

M I LE S TH E MA SCOT  poses w i t h t he W igg ins foo t ba l l  team dur ing 
one o f  t he B roncos’  H igh Schoo l  G ame o f  t he Week v i s i t s ,  w h ich 
focus on sma l l - tow n foo t ba l l  p rograms t h roughou t t he s t a te o f 
C o lo rado.
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The Denver Broncos selected guard Dalton Risner as the team’s 2022 
Walter Payton NFL Man of the Year presented by Nationwide. 

Selected by the Broncos in the second round (41st overall) of the 2019 
NFL Draft from Kansas State, Risner has consistently demonstrated a 
commitment to using his platform to impact the community during his 
four seasons as a Bronco. Risner's commitment to his community has 
not wavered throughout his time in Denver, continuously expanding the 
reach of his impact, varying from serving as an ambassador for various 
nonprofits to mentoring local youth and using his foundation to spread 
kindness.

In his fourth year with the Denver Broncos, Dalton Risner continued to 
raise the bar for what it means to be a leader in the community. Risner 
partners with others to have the greatest impact and has committed to 
serving in key roles to lif t up the work of nonprofit partners.

A Precious Child provides children in need with opportunities and 
resources to empower them to achieve their full potential. Risner serves 
as an Athlete Ambassador for the organization, hosted annual football 
and life skills camps for children, and spearheaded financial and in-kind 
support for families impacted by the Marshall Fire – the most destructive 
f ire in Colorado history. Risner raised more than $7,500 for those 
impacted by the f ires through a Fire Relief Auction, featuring game-worn, 
autographed items from his teammates. Risner later visited Monarch 
HS to meet with students and teachers impacted by the Marshall Fire 
and present a donation of $5,000 from the auction proceeds, as well as 
a $5,000 donation to A Precious Child to further their work to support 
those impacted.

Denver Rescue Mission restores the lives of people experiencing 
homelessness and addiction through emergency services, rehabilitation, 
transitional programs, and community outreach. Risner regularly serves 
meals at various shelters and housing facilities, donated 200 winter 
coats to families in transitional programs, and partners with businesses 
to provide in-kind donations to individuals and families – most recently a 
new HVAC system for a Ukrainian refugee family.

Special Olympics provides year-round sports training and athletic 
competition in a variety of Olympic-style sports for children and adults 
with intellectual disabilities. Risner serves as an Honorary Board Member 
of Special Olympics Colorado, is a local and national spokesperson and 
Champion Ambassador for the organization and hosts private and public 
events for athletes he meets and mentors.

Camp Kymel improves the health of children and adolescents with 
cancer through summer camp experiences. Risner serves on the Board 
of Directors, attends camp activities and organization-wide events, and 
hosts special experiences for campers, including a cleat design contest 
for My Cause My Cleats.

Risner works tirelessly to make a dif ference through his foundation 
outreach, dedication to team-led programming, and support of teammate 
initiatives. This year alone, Risner participated in 45 dif ferent volunteer 
events spanning 28 different nonprofits and community organizations in 
the areas of Civic Engagement, Health & Wellness, Quality of Life, Youth 
Development, and Youth Football

G uard DALTON R ISN E R  a t tends t he N a t iona l  F oot ba l l  F ounda t ion’s 
C o lo rado Scho la r- At h le te Award banquet as t he key note speaker, 
an even t a t  w h ich he was honored a t  i n 20 13 .

A lway s w i l l i ng to ge t  ou t  and ge t ac t i ve ,  guard DALTON R ISN E R 
he lps run a s t a t ion a t  t he team’s annua l  PL AY 60 E x press a t 
Empower F ie ld a t  M i le H igh .

Tak ing t ime to encourage teens to vo te in t he 2022 E lec t ions , 
guard  DALTON R ISN E R  he lps in fo rm s tuden t s a t  Denver Wes t H igh 
Schoo l .
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The Denver Broncos selected defensive lineman Michael Purcell as the 
team's nominee for the 2022 Salute to Service Award presented by 

USAA. 

For four consecutive seasons (2019-22), Purcell has honored Wounded 
Warrior Project (WWP) for the My Cause My Cleats campaign. As part of the 
initiative in 2019, the defensive lineman visited a local veterans' business 
resource group to thank them for their service and share his cleats, 
and in 2021 he unveiled his cleats at the WWP Colorado Springs off ice, 
showcasing the words of encouragement he selected for warriors.

Each year he has auctioned his cleats to benefit WWP, matching the total 
in 2021 and raising more than $3,310 over the f irst three years for WWP's 
mission to honor and empower post-9/11 wounded warriors who incurred a 
physical or mental injury, illness, or wound during or after service.

In May 2021, he participated in a WingMan Week Virtual Visit with Buckley 
Air Force Base and USO Colorado, with a goal to empower, strengthen 
connections and rejuvenate the f ighting spirit. 

During his limited break from football ahead of the team's 2022 training 
camp, Purcell was one of two featured players to visit with and honor local 
service men and women on a USAA Salute to Service caravan.

Purcell had the opportunity to team up with USAA to surprise a local Air 
Force veteran, Neil, with tickets and a trip for him and his wife to attend 
Super Bowl LVII, providing yet another memorable experience for our 
nation's service members, veterans, and their families.

The Denver Broncos selected Denver Broncos Boys & Girls Club 
members Nashara Ellerbee and Naja'Ray West for the 2022 Inspire 

Change Award in recognition of their collective teamwork to inspire 
change and engage other youth in their work.

The NFL introduced the Inspire Change Changemaker Award in 2022, 
providing an opportunity for teams to each select a “changemaker(s)” 
in recognition of their impact on their community through social justice 
work. 

After participating in the Denver Broncos and RISE multiweek youth 
leadership series in the Fall of 2020 to learn about diversity and 
inclusion-related concepts, the duo was inspired to think about how they 
could take meaningful action to improve race relations and address social 
injustices in their community.

Nashara and Naja'Ray worked together to develop an idea that would 
eventually become "March for Peace" — featuring a 5K run and walk, a 
memorial garden remembering loved ones lost to violence, free meals, 
and a community celebration.

The now two-time event (2021-22) engages their Boys & Girls Club 
community (youth, staff, and families), the Denver Broncos Football 
Club (players, coaches, staff ), local law enforcement, and the greater 
Montbello community.

The duo's leadership was elevated when they became peer leaders 
during the second cohort of the Broncos and RISE youth leadership 
program (Spring 2022), helping mentor younger club members going 
through the program for the f irst time and lif ting their voices.

In July, the duo and the Club received national recognition via the 2022 
Boys & Girls Clubs of America National Award for Community Service in 
recognition of the March for Peace.

As the Broncos' nominees, Ellerbee and West received a $10,000 
donation from the NFL Foundation in their names that will be split 
between the Broncos Boys & Girls Club and RISE. Additionally, they were 
honored on the f ield during the Broncos’ home game against the Arizona 
Cardinals on Sunday, Dec. 18. 

The Sa lu te to Ser v ice Award i s  pa r t  o f  t he N FL and USA A's year- round 
commi t ment to recogn ize and honor t he m i l i t a r y commun i t y.  Each year,  t he N FL 
and i t s  32 teams come toget her to honor,  empower and connec t w i t h member s o f 
t he m i l i t a r y as pa r t  o f  t he N FL's Sa lu te to Ser v ice in i t i a t i ve .

2022 USA A Sa lu te to Ser v ice Award nominee defens i ve l i neman M ICHAE L PU RCE LL 
poses w i t h a g roup o f  ac t i ve - du t y m i l i t a r y member s dur ing t he team’s USA A Sa lu te 
to Ser v ice c a ravan ,  w h ich v i s i t s  and honor s loc a l  se r v ice men and women .

M arch fo r  Peace founder s and B roncos Boy s 
& G i r l s  C lub member s ,  NA SHAR A E LLE RB E E 
( l e f t )  and NA JA’ R AY WE ST ( r igh t )  ce leb ra te 
t he comp le t ion o f  t he 2nd annua l  M arch fo r 
Peace.

Sa fe t y JUSTIN S IM MON S ,  and mento r to NA JA’ R AY WE ST  ( l e f t )  and NA SHAR A E LLE RB E E  ( r i gh t ) , 
su rp r i se t hem w i t h t he announcement t ha t  t hey a re t he Denver B roncos I nsp i re Change Change 
Award nominees in recogn i t ion o f  t he work t hey ’ ve done to insp i re change in t he i r  commun i t y.

NA SHAR A E LLE RB E E ( l e f t ) ,  sa fe t y 
JUSTIN S IM MON S ,  and NA JA’ R AY 

WE ST  ( r igh t )  meet t he med ia to 
share t he impac t fu l  e f fec t  t he M arch 

fo r  Peace has had on t he M ont be l lo 
commun i t y over t he l as t  t wo year s .
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COMMUNITY IMPACT AWARD: GARETT BOLLES
Bolles launched his foundation, the GB3 Foundation, with the mission to empower children 
and youth with learning disabilities to f ind success through mentors in educational 
strategies, spiritual and mental wellbeing, whole body nutrition, and physical health for 
the purpose of equipping them to live their dream. He participates in a juvenile probation 
court mentorship program where each month, he is paired with kids in the incentives and 
sanctions court. He records personalized, motivational videos for them and attends virtual 
court sessions in support. He additionally worked with the court to create an incentive 
program to motivate children to stay on the right track and even redecorated the courtroom 
to make it more inviting.

COMMUNITY ROOKIE OF THE YEAR: MONTRELL WASHINGTON
Washington who joined the team as a f if th-round draft pick in 2022, took on a leadership 
role in developing the rookies-only community event: a holiday Milk & Cookies with 
the Rookies event at the Denver Broncos Boys & Girls Club. He led the rookie class in 
volunteerism and has appeared in events that highlight all f ive of the team's focus areas: 
youth development, health and wellness, civic engagement, quality of life, and youth and 
high school football.

COMMUNITY AMBASSADOR: ANDREW BECK
Beck was recognized as the national Salute to Service Award winner in February 2022 
and continued his commitment to the military community with various outreach initiatives 
throughout the year. He deepened his support for Freedom Service Dogs with regular 
volunteer opportunities at their facility and attended various fundraising events throughout 
the year. The fourth-year veteran teamed up with the USO for a special dinner to welcome 
home a National Guard unit in Colorado Springs and traveled to Alaska to participate in the 
NFL x USO Tour and visit local bases.

COMMUNITY AMBASSADOR: TYRIE CLEVELAND
Cleveland was active in the community nearly every week of the regular season, totaling 
more than 20 community service opportunities and nearly 30 volunteer hours supporting 
team and teammate initiatives. He elevated his work in the social justice space by 
supporting the team's Gun Buyback Series, voted on by the players in 2021, and sharing 
how he was impacted by gun violence. Additionally, Cleveland supported all team PLAY 60 
programs, including the team's All-Abilities Clinic, PLAY 60 Express Clinic, Miles for Miles 
Walk Week, and youth and high school football initiatives.

COMMUNITY AMBASSADOR: BRANDON MCMANUS
McManus participated in the team's We Stand For program, raising awareness for equal 
economic opportunity and teaming up with the Denver Broncos and NFL Foundation 
to donate $40,000 to further his Project McManus foundation's community work. He 
was active in the team's Broncos Country Votes campaign and on Election Day, visited 
a local voter service and polling center to thank election judges and voters. The kicker 
also assisted in stocking the Backpack Society's school pantry program with a monetary 
donation and in-person volunteering to help tackle food insecurity and ensure kids don't 
struggle in school due to hunger.

COMMUNITY AMBASSADOR: JUSTIN SIMMONS
Simmons, who is a three-time nominee for the Walter Payton NFL Man of the Year Award, 
led all player advocacy efforts for HB 22-1131, a bill that would raise the age in Colorado 
for when kids can be arrested and detained from 10 years old to 13 years old. In addition to 
submitting testimony for the House Committee, he penned an op-ed in the Denver Post and 
wrote letters to legislators. The All-Pro safety led all eight sessions of the team's RISE youth 
leadership program with the Denver Broncos Boys & Girls Club and supported club teens as 
they planned the second annual March For Peace.

COMMUNITY AMBASSADOR: RUSSELL WILSON
Wilson participated in more than 25 community service opportunities this season, including 
making regular visits to local hospitals to visit with individuals and families going through 
challenging times. He committed an annual $500,000 donation to a Health Equity and 
Advancement Fund to focus on investments in health equity, education, food security, 
social justice, and children. The quarterback supported team initiatives including a PLAY 
60 clinic with NFL UK during the Broncos' trip to London, and various holiday-giving 
opportunities and events.

Each season, the Denver Broncos present “Champions in the Community” Awards to recognize players who have gone above and beyond 
in both team and personal philanthropic efforts throughout the year. Throughout 2022, 112 different players participated in a voluntary 

community event or initiative. Through 990 total impact points (appearances, programs, and donations), Denver Broncos players 
completed 1,190 total service hours.
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DENVER BRONCOS FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

B O A R D  C H A I R  –  C A R R I E  W A LT O N  P E N N E R

B O A R D  P R E S I D E N T  –  D A M A N I  L E E C H

B O A R D  T R E A S U R E R  –  J U S T I N  W E B S T E R

B O A R D  S E C R E TA R Y  –  T I M  A R A G O N

D I R E C T O R  –  G R E G  P E N N E R

D I R E C T O R  –  R O B  W A LT O N

D I R E C T O R  –  PAT R I C K  S M Y T H

OUR TEAM

A L L I E  E N G E L K E N  –  E X E C U T V E  D I R E C T O R ,  D E N V E R  B R O N C O S  F O U N D AT I O N

D O M I N I C  G A S PA R I  –  D I R E C T O R ,  A L U M N I  E N G A G E M E N T 

B O B B Y  M E S TA S  –  D I R E C T O R ,  YO U T H  A N D  H I G H  S C H O O L  F O O T B A L L

L I Z  J E R A L D S  –  D I R E C T O R ,  C O M M U N I T Y  I M PA C T

O L I V I A  I R V I N G  –  M A N A G E R ,  C O M M U N I T Y  P R O G R A M S  &  E V E N T S

K AT I E  S H U S T E R  –  S R .  C O O R D I N AT O R ,  C O M M U N I T Y  P R O G R A M S  &  E V E N T S 

M AYA  B L A C K E N  –  C O O R D I N AT O R ,  C O M M U N I T Y  P R O G R A M S  &  E V E N T S 

A SPECIAL THANKS

G A B E  C H R I S T U S ,  A R I C  D I L A L L A ,  P E T E  E K L U N D ,  K E V I N  J O H N S O N

STAY CONNECTED
W E B S I T E :  D E N V E R B R O N C O S . C O M / C O M M U N I T Y

E M A I L :  C O M M U N I T Y@ B R O N C O S . N F L . N E T

T W I T T E R :  @ B R O N C O S O F F F I E L D

I N S TA G R A M :  @ B R O N C O S O F F F I E L D

F AT I M A  K N I G H T,  J A M I E  K I N G S T O N ,  E R I C H  S C H U B E R T,  B E N  S W A N S O N

58  |  Thank You Par t ner s Our Team |  59




